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THE FAR EAST. 



[Vol. I, No. I. YOKOHAMA, MONDAY, MAY, 30 th, 1870. [Single Copt 151.00] 


« SIA, with its numerous races and shades of character, 
although tritely and truly honoured with the title 
of the “ cradle of civilization,” presents at this day so 
many varieties of this great principle, and generally 
so different from everything that now obtains in 
Europe, that it continues to command the engrossing interest 
of more advanced peoples. It contains almost every state 
of civil polity within the two extremes. It does not 
possess the wild savage as found in Australia and portions 
of the American Continent, nor has it the amount of learning 
and scientific attainment, which places Europe and the United 
States on so high a pinnacle; but between these extremes, all 
degrees of progress may be observed; each with its own title to 
attention. 

The characteristics of Asiatics, too, are as various as their 
civilization. The Bengalee meek, submissive and even cring¬ 
ing. The Malay hot-blooded and revengeful. The Chinaman 
quiet, plodding and mercenary. The Japanese quick, high- 
spirited and chivalrous. All have their own degree of bravery. 
But the Indian requires a leader, the Japanese would lead. The 


Chinaman imagines there is no learning, no science in the 
world that can improve his condition, or equal that of his coun¬ 
try ; the Japanese sees promptly how far he has been in the back¬ 
ground, and is nervously eager to be taught. But the China¬ 
man who consents to learn goes in for mastering his subject, 
whilst the Japanese, directly he has " an inkling of knowledge,” 
is impatient of restraint and fancies he has all. Thus although 
there is much in the Japanese character that is captivating, 
there is also much that may, and often does, lead him into 
difficulties. Yet among all the races of the Far East, there is 
none approaching so nearly to the most civilized; nor any who 
will so rapidly acquire an equality with them, as the Japanese. 

But there are points about them which still more impress 
the foreigner in Japan. The fact, that what we found them in 
1859 the Portuguese Missionaries described them to be in 
1550 and in all probability they had been for centuries preced¬ 
ing, evidences the anti-progressive nature of feudalism when 
left to itself; and those who carry back their reminiscences of 
them, even in Yokohama, only some five or six years, saw them 
as to dress and habits as they may have been before the days of 



Kanasawa.—The Tea House. 
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THE FAR EAST. 


Clovis *ud Pe¬ 
pin, or even at 
the time when 
C fe b a r’ • vic¬ 
torious legions 
found our Brit¬ 
ish ancestors 
little better 
than savages. 

In this year 
of grace 1870, 
the people of 
these islands 
are more un¬ 
iversally able 
to read and 
write than are 
those of Eng- 
1 a n d and 
France. The 
much- vaunted 
education of 
the Scotch is a 
thing of only 
two centuries. 
The laws first 
instituted by 
the later Stu¬ 
arts were only 
p e r m a nently 
enforced dur¬ 
ing and subse¬ 
quent to the 



and we do dis- 
cover a ge¬ 
nuine kind¬ 
ness in them 
that is unsur- 
p a s s erd. If, 
therefore, we 
are able to give 
our friends at 
a distance a 
favourable idea 
of the country 
in which our 
lot is cast, and 
better still, to 
induce stran¬ 
gers in Japan 
to judge of the 
people as they 
are by nature 
among them¬ 
selves, rather 
than as they 
are sometimes 
taught to be 
by rough and 
rude treatment 
in the more 
ordinary 
hannts of fo¬ 
reign visitors 
to the open 
ports, we shall 


Cango. 


reign of Charles the 2nd. But in Kagosima, when Xavier 
first arrived in the year 1552, his first act was to translate the 
ten Commandments, and circulate them throughout the country 
because u all the Japanese were able to read.” 

So far as foreign intercourse is concerned, with the sole ex¬ 
ception of Marco Polo, no European would appear to have 
visited Japan until it was accidentally discovered by the Portu¬ 
guese in 1545. Much that was told by the former, however, and 
discredited, respecting the wealthy islands of Zipango, was con¬ 
firmed on the arrival of the latter; and it is only with a feeling 
of shame that one hears Europeans of a calibre far inferior to 
Japanese gentlemen, and not superior to the lower stratum of 
the middle class, s[>eak of the subjects of the Mikado as “ un ¬ 
civilized.” They are doubtless behind the age, in arts, science, 
and the higher branches of mental culture; but in some impor¬ 
tant elements of civilization, they might give a lesson to their 
critics. 

Of the nobles, the instincts arc noble. The gentlemen arc 
courteous, but independent. The common people, down to the 
mere labourers, are strong, cheerfhl and open-hearted. As to 
the softer sex, they compare favourably with their sistere in 
other lands. In no class do we see the rough and savage na¬ 
ture as it w too frequently exhibited by some of our own coun¬ 
trymen. 

In this the first number of a serial in which a large portion 
of space will be devoted to Japanese pictures of scenery or cha¬ 
racter, and allusions to them, we think it right to say, that we 
love Japan and k ,he Japanese people. We do not find less faults 
in the.latter than in our own people, but we cannot see more; 


be only fulfilling an end we have very much at heart—the cul¬ 
tivation of good-will and brotherhood between the outer world 
and the subjects of the most ancient imperial dynasty in the 
world. 

£hc illustrations. 

THE CANGO. 

he Cango is a most uncomfortable means of conveyance to 
all but Japanese. Everything in Japan is most nicely ad¬ 
justed as to rank and its privileges. The nobles ride in norimons, 
which are like Indian palanquins cut short, so that it is only 
possible to sit in them with the legs tucked in, after the manner 
of Asiatics. Even these norimons are of different sizes, ma¬ 
terials and ornamentation, according to rank, and the very 
length and thickness of the pole are all regulated. But the 
cango, such as is Bhewn above is a mere bamboo affair, 
in which the occupant is regularly bundled up and shaken to¬ 
gether. The men carry it as depicted, and run along making 
light of their journey and of their load, and a Japanese can 
travel in one of these from Yokohama to Yedo, some 20 miles, 
for about a dollar if poor, or twice as much if well off—this be¬ 
ing a matter that, among themselves, the Japanese take into 
consideration. 

KANASAWA AND DAIBUTSZ. 

foreigner in Japan finds, in proximity to each of the open 
Ports, many objects and places well worthy of a visit. 
The whole country is more or less rich in scenery, pnd there is 
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plenty within an easy ride of Yokohama that in point of rug¬ 
ged grandeur may be mentioned side by side with Switzerland 
itself. Equestrians and oedestrians alike may go in any direc¬ 
tion they please and find themselves well repaid for whatever 
fatigue they undergo; for it is not easy to find any portion of 
the country that is not more or leas charming to the eye. 

The most frequented route taken by visitors to Yokohama, 
who seek to see all that is to be seen in a short time, is by Ka- 
nasawa to Kamakura and Daibutsz. In this our opening 
number, we present two pictures of this excursion—one of the 
great bronze idol of Buddha at Kamakura, known by the name 
of Dai Butsz—the great Buddha; and the other, the most fre¬ 
quented tea house or native hotel at Kanasawa, situate on the 
shore of Goldsborough Inlet, at a distance of about ten miles 
from Yokohama, and seven from Daibutsz; forming an 
agreeable halting place en route, and generally availed of by 
foreigners who give more than one day to the jaunt as their 
sleeping place. 

About the middle of the 12th century was born Yoritomo, 
the greatest of Japanese heroes. He made Kamakura, the 
place at which he had fixed his residence from aa early age, the 
eastern capital of the empire ; causing it to assume much the 
same position that Tokio (Yedo) does now; —but the great idol 
was set up long before his day. We are told that one of the 
effects of the introduction of Buddhism into Japan, which took 
place at the beginning of the seventh century, was, that the 
sovereigns were content to abdicate after very short reigns. 
Dickson says; 

u This led to the successive appointments of mere children as em¬ 
perors. The ages at which several of the emperors, over a lengthened 
period ascended the throne, tended to rednoe the position of emperor to 
a name, and to throw the entire power into the hands of the Ministers. 
The system began immediately after the introduction of Buddhism at 
coart, and the minds of the boys and women who successively were 
nominal sovereigns of Japan were directed to the stndy of books of tho 
religion, to the erection of magnificent temples, and to the manufacture 
of enormous idols and bells. 

In a note he adds:— 

Such aa the enormous copper figures of Buddha at Naira, Kamakura, 
and Miako. 

Kamakura is now an unimportant village with only a few 
relics of its former splendour. Its natural position is pretty, 
without being striking. In addition to the great figure we 
have photographed, there is the plain unpretending tomb of 
Yoritomo; and besides some temples of less note there is the 
grand collection of temples the principal of which is dedicated 
to Hatchiman-sama, the son of the Empress Jinko Kozoo, who 
i9 worshipped throughout the empire as the god of war. A 
general view of this group of temples will be given in our next 
issue. 

The figure of Daibutsz is about forty-five feet high, and it is 
Said to have been originally covered by a magnificent temple, 
the stones of whose foundations are still seen. Tradition has 
it that it was destroyed during a great earthquake, by an 
incursion of the sea which swept away everything but the 
foundation stones and the idol itself. 

The interior of the figure is availed of as a shrine, and visi¬ 
tors generally enter it. The manner in which the great sheets 
of copper are welded together is better seen here than outside. 
But, sad to tell, the walls are at this day covered with the names 


of foreigners of all nations, who have thus abused the privilege 
so freely accorded theiq. 

In the raid the government of the Mikado is making on 
Buddhism at the present time, many fine old monuments of the 
faith are disappearing. Amongst others, it was lately reported 
that this idol had been sold to a foreigner, and that it would be 
speedily removed and shipped to Europe as so much old metal. 
Without any sympathy towards idolatry, and admitting that so 
long as Daibutsz stands, it must command a kind of veneration 
from its old worshippers, we should be sorry to see it removed. 
It is a grand and beautiful remnant of antiquity ; and as a 
mere work of art it is deserving of permanence: for it sits 
where it does, and silently but forcibly convinces the world that 
Japan had its artists and mechanics, and the culture their 
works imply, at a period when Europe was ignorant of her ex¬ 
istence. 


THE O MATSURI. 

rT^HESE two illustrations were taken instantaneously. The up- 
-L per one shews the crowd which occupied the streets, and 
the general appearance of the houses. The latter all had lanterns 
hung in front of them, and such as had upper floore had them 
thrown quite open, so that all the household and any friends 
who might call might see what was going on in the street. 

In the lower pi.ture is seen the manner in which the trium¬ 
phal cars were housed. There were about half a dozen of them, 
and for each a shed was erected similar to that shewn in the pic¬ 
ture. It simply consisted of scaffolding poles strongly and 
neatly bound together, with a good roof, and covered in at the 
sides and back with neat bamboo sudaris or blinds. On each 
side of the principal one, was a smaller one for platforms that 
were decorated and drawn after the large car in the procession. 

The figure at the top of the car shewn in the picture is the 
goddess Ten shio daijin, the spirit of the Sun, from whom the 
Imperial house is supposed to be descended. The dark disc at 
her back was of a blazing red colour, with long golden rays from 
its circumsference, to represent the midday sun. We may 
mention by the way that the embroidery with which the care 
were hung was extremely rich; and although some of the mere 
walkers in the processions had but common dresses, the prin¬ 
cipal actors were very richly clad. We were informed that the 
dress of one of the females was valued at over $400; and^e can 
believe it. 


djuiflfiti Jl^ms. 

C ONCEBT AT the Camp. —On the 2nd inst. a Concert was given at the 
Barracks to the soldiers of H. M. 1st Batt. 10th Regiment, at which, 
in spite of a most pitiless downpour of rain, Lady Parlcea, Mrs. Norman 
and several ladies honoured the performers with their attendance. 

S wiss Rifle Fete. —The Swiss residents in Yokohama are not nume¬ 
rous, but it is their custom to hold a “ Tir National ” in each year, to 
which in the most generous spirit they invite all-comers. For some rea¬ 
son the f&te did not take place during 1869; but this year ample amends 
were made for the gap—and the fSte of 1870 was the moat spirited they 
have yet given. The principal prises at the Pool target were won by Mr. 
Favre Brandt and Mr. Brennwald, both Swiss; but the two best prises for 
exact firing were won by S^'Mint Brennan and Captain Fraser, both of 
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H. M. lit-10th Regiment and both Scotchmen- Nothing could exceed the 
hoapitalitfhrtth which the visitors were greeted; and well deserved indeed 
wm the vote of thanks proposed by Dr. Dalliston to the Committee and 
Swiss community generally for their great kindness and liberality. The 
ffcte lasted three days, the last being as wet and disagreeable os the others 
had been fine. 

POINT TARGET. 


1. —Clean Mexicans—$30—Capt. Fraser.23 

2. —Clean Mexicans— 25—Mr. Mottu.29 

3. —Clean Mexicans— 20—Mr. Brennwald.28 

4. —Clean Mexicans— 15—Mr. Miiller.24 

6*—Clean Mexicans— 10—Mr. Walter.24 

The two last being a tie, fired again, when Mr. Miiller took precedence. 

QUICK FIRING. 

Repeaters. 

1. —One 8ilver Cup—$30—Mr. Favre Brandt.30 

2. —Clean Mexicans— 10—Mr. Miller.27 

3. —Clean Mexicans— 10—Mr. Mottu......22 

Breech Loaders. 

1. —Silver-plated Tray—$20—Sergt. Brennan.23 

2. —Clean Mexicans— 10—Mr. Abegg.14 

3. —Clean Mexicans— 10—Mr. Fraser.12 


POOL TARGET. 


14. —Grind Steeplechase Round the Huts.— Privates Ford 4 c Croker. 

15. —Thiowino the Cricket Ball.— Private Richardson—97 yards. 

16. — Hop, 8tep and Jump. —Corporal Timmins—37 feet U inches. 

17. — Flat Race, 100 Yards.—Boy Douglas. 

18. —Maechino Ordee Flat Race.—P rivate Richafdson. 

19. —All Comebs' Flat Race.—No Entries. 

20. —Consolation Race,—P rivate Smith. 

2L— Battalion Hurdle Race.—P rivate Clark. 

In addition to the above, there was a matoh between Messrs. He lme 
and Hodgson, over six flights of hurdles, which was won by the latter ; 
the speed bein$pthe greatest of the hurdle races throughout the day. 


E ABTHQUAKE8.*-Japan has had more than its ordinary number of 
earthquakes this month, and one of them, which took plaoe on the 
morning of the 13th inst, was so violent as to cause great and unusual 
alarm. 

By the courtesy of Mr. Kidd, the much respected schoolmaster of H.M.'s 
1st Batt. 10th Regiment, we are in possession of a carefully kept note 
of earthquakes that have occurred since the commencement of this month, 
from which it will be seen that they have amounted to no less than 131. 
The most severe are those marked at the right in the subjoined :— 

Da*e. Shocks. 


1. —One Silver Cup—$50—Mr. Favre Brandt.116 

2. —One 8ilver Cup— 35—Mr. Brennwald... 83 

3. —Clean Mexicans— 30—Mr. Miiller. 78 

HELVETIA TARGET. 

1. —One Silver Cup—$40—Sergeant Brennan.16 

2. —One 8ilver Cup— 30—Captain Fraser .26 

8.—12 Silver Teaspoons— 20—Mr. Favre Brandt.30 

4. —8ilverSoup Ladle— 15—Mr. Perregaox.40 

6.—8ilver-plated Cup— 15—Mr. Brennwald .12 

6. —8ilver-plated Cruet-stand— 15—Mr. Curran.35 

7. —One Revolver— 15— Dr. Rcanlan.21 

8. —Silver Fiah Knifr— 10—Mr. Frendenrich. 9 

9. -6 8ilver TeAsnoone— 10—Mr. Benson. 2 

10.—One Marine GIass— 10—Mr. Prato.13 


arrison 8 ports.— On the 4th inst, the Athletic Sports and games 
VZT of the 1 st Batt H. M. lOthRegiment came off on the Garrisou 
Parade Ground. The weather, although threatening, held up, and turned 
out all that could be desired. The turned assembled in considerable 
numbers, and many ladies enlivened the seem with their presence. 

One of our illustrations shews the parade ground during the sports. 

The following is a list of the winners :— 

1. — Putting the Shot.— Private Parker—34 feet 4 inches. 

2. —Flat Race, 100 Yards.—Private Richardson—11 seconds. 

5. — Throwino the Hammer. —Private Butterfield—68 feet 10 inches. 
4 . —Veterans* Flat Race, 100 Yards.—Doherty—13 seconds. 

6. — Running Wide Leap. —Corporal Timmins—19 feet 9 inches. * 
6- —Half Mile Flat Race. —Sergeant Jenkins—2 minutes 48 seconds. 

7. —Chasing the Bell-Ringer.— Privates Hughes and Washington. 

8. —Company Hurdle Races 

A. Company—Private Lord. 

B. Company—Private Clar^. 

C. Company—Corporal Rut . ]ge. 

D. Company—Private Hickey. 

E. Company—Private Murphy. 

F. Company—2nd Corporal Newton. 

G. Company—Private Wallace. 

H. Company—Private Fay. 

I. Company—Corporal Home. 

K. Company—Private Richardson. 

9. —8ace Race, 100 Yards.—Sergeant Hatton. 

10. — Runnino High Leap.— 2nd Corporal Newton. 

11. —One Mile Flat Race.— Private Black. 

13. —French and Enolish.— Right Wing. 

18. — Wheelbarrow Race.— Private Richardson. 


May 1st.— 

„ 2nd, 
„ 3rd.- 

» 4th.- 

,. 6th.” 

« 7th.- 

„ 8th, 
,♦ 9th.- 


,. 10th.. 

„ 11th, 
„ 12th, 

.. 13 th.- 


- 1.—7:45 A.M. Violent. 

- 3. 

- tt 

- 1 . 

— 1. — 3:15 P.M. Severe. 

- 1 . 

- 15. 

- 22.-2:45 a.m. Severe.—3:10 P.M. Severe.—8:50. 

Severe, lasted 45 seconds. 

- 6 . 

- 9. 

- 8. 

- 24.—2:38 A.M. Most violent: lasted nearly 2 minute 
[7 between 2:38 and 3:40 A.M ] 

3:18 a.m. Severe. 


8:31 „ 

4:30 ^ 

„ 14th.—12. 

„ 15th.—16.— 8:25. A M. Very Severe. 
„ 18th.— 1.— 6:15. P.M. 

„ 19th.— 4.— 3:25. A.M. 

„ 22nd.— 1.— 9:10. A.M. 

„ 23rd.— 1—10:50. P.M. 

., 26th.— 1.— 6: 5. P.M. 


131 


Yokohama, 28th May, 1870. 


J. GORDON KIDD, 

Army Schoolmaster. 


Cricket Match. —The first match of the season came off on the 13th* 
between two sides chosen by the Treasurer and Secretary of the Club. 
It presented no features of interest. 


O Matburi (Festival).—The Japanese are a festival-loving race. If 
their method of keeping them aud disporting themselves is strange 
and grotesque, it is also most mirthful and productive of unbounded 
satisfaction to themselves. 

To describe the festival of the 14th and 15th inst., is by no means 
easy. It was ordered by the government, who did not wait for the re¬ 
gular application to be made for permission to celebrate the usual annual 
O Matsuri. Why the government selected Yokohama as the centre in 
which it should first be inaugurated, we know not j but wo can give a 
shrewd guess that it was because the ideas of the Yokohama people are 
more enlarged, through their experience of foreigner’s freedom of 
thought, aud it was likely that they would be less bigoted to the old 
Buddhistic faith than might be the case In Tokio (Yedo), the very seat 
and centre of it. Further, the wealth of many of the Yokohama mer¬ 
chants and shopkeepers allowed of a handsome sum of money being 
obtained from them, to do the thing on a grand scale ; and aa it wa g 
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-*ada the centre of a diatriet of 10 ri, it waa but natural to auppoae that 
an immense number from all parts of thia district would crowd to it, 
attracted doubly-—by the curiosity t6 see the grandeur of the proceaaions, 
ad the great foreign port. 

The preparations had been made on a scale never before witnessed in 
thia town. Several cars had been provided on which were borne exalted 
on high, figures of the Imperial ancestors, draped with rich Japanese 
embroidery, and bung with flowers. For these, well-built mat sheds 
were erected, and they had quite an impoeing appearance even in the 
•beds. But their use was, to form the nuclei of a number of processions. 
They were drawn, each by three oxen, a number of musictins occupying 
the front and baee of the oar, and preceded by a long double row of 
pedestrians all dreesed with a certain degTee of uniformity, and bearing 
one sword of the Imperial pattern, to represent the protectors of the Mi* 
kadonic house, in contradistinction to the two tworded supporters of the 
Tycoonate. The processions were all on the same plan. First, a couple 
of men with the old familiar iron jingling rods, to clear tho road. Then 


a well got op yakunin to lead the way: these were followed by little 
girls dressed as youths, two sworded, and then came altema ely oae" of 
the sworded gentry and his servant, the Utter carrying a huge fan, and 
a sort of camp stool for his master to seat himself upon at the pauses in 
the march. They advanced in double file, but with a considerable spac« 
between the right and left hand men, so that the marshals of the route 
could easily pass through. Every here and there in the processions 
were pUtforms, on which, as stoppages were made for the purpose, pret¬ 
ty and beautifully dressed children danced and enacted little scenes for 
tho delectation of the crowd, and of the occupants of the houses, which 
were filled with gazers, just like the houses on the route of a grand pro* 
oession in Paris, New York or London. After thoee we have mentioned, 
and immediately preceding the great car, came a number of howling 
men, all dressed alike, and making, in combination with the drumming 
and piping of the musicians on the car, both day and night hideous in 
their proximity. 



The 0 Mats!The Crowd. 



The Car of Tenshio Daijin*. 


Of these proccesioLS there were at least half a dozen, if not more 
T hey moved in and out of all the streets, great and small, and amid such 
a crowd of people as is not often witnessed here. The shops were closed 
to business, but all were open to receive the friends of the proprietors, 
and others who availed themselves of them to obtain a view of the 
streets and the on-goings. All the people were in their holiday costume, 
and order of the most perfect kind prevailed. The whole affair partook 
very much of a theatrical character, as none of the prooessions were 
composed of real officers, but representatives only. 

All the houses bad lanterns hung before them, and the scene through¬ 
out the native settlement and all the way to the top of Nog4 hill, was 
very brilliant and picturesque on both nighte of the festival. 

They had two lovely days for their fSte. Without pretending lo com¬ 
ment on the religious aspect of the festival, we think it calculated in some 
degree to answer the political end designed, and as a mere amusement to 
the people it was a pleasant and joyeu9 spectacle; novel, and much more 
sensible then the old Beuten-saMa festival. In the evening many of the 
Japanese threw open their houses to all comers, and wound up with 
hospitality as open as it was liberal. 

CsiTAiJf Puxvis, R. N., has been appointed harbour master at this 
port; and is expected to commence the duties of the office in a few days. 


Thk Queen's birthday was kept throughout Yokohama as a general 
holiday. In the morning, the troops of the British Garrison wore parad¬ 
ed on the -Mumfctchi, at the back of the settlement, and fired a feu dejoie; 
and in the afternoon, in spite of a steady rain, a more than ordinarily 
spirited regatta waa held. The band and hatobas wore crowded with 
spectators, of whom the Japanese were by far the most numerous. 

In the British Consc-ar Court on the 25th instant, Captain Duggan 
of the clipper ship *.nt f jtador waa fined $500 for refusing to take home 
three distressed seamen. His grounds for objecting were that the men 
had been applied for by other shipmasters, who wanted them, anfl were 
willing to pay them wages; and further that ho had not room in his fort* 
castle for more than one—his ship being a clipper and already carrying 
an extra sized crew of picked men, who would be put about by more ba- 
ing crowded into the forecastle; and it might lead to disturbances 

The Spring Meeti no of the Yokohama Race Club came off on the 
26th, 27th and 28th : nstant. The weather was delightful throughout, 
and on the whole the success was complete. 

The party who accompanied H. E. Sir Harry Parkes on his trip into 
the silk district have nil returned. Their foute was from Ysdo to Nikko* 
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rsji U ia well known, the greet Iyeyas, or Oongen unu, the founder 
of the late Tycoon dynasty, wm buried. His shrine is magnificent and 
the scenery around it most noble. At Nikko the earthquake of the 13th 
init. was severely felt. From Nikko the route was taken for the silk 
districts, with Onkayebashi as a centre, from whenoe a divergence was 
made to the volcano Asama-yama, stated by a contemporary to have 
broken oat lately into active eruption. On the spot no one had see any. 
thing more than the usual state of activity. Indeed they only felt 
slightly the shook of the earthquake that was ^o severe with ns, and 
oould not assign any date to it. The volcano is always smoking. The 
party asoended it, inoluding Lady Parks*, who now not only stands 
alone among foreign ladies as having reached the summit of Fusi-yaraa, 
the dormant voloano, but has looked down into the active orater of 
Asama-yama. It was a grand sight and awe-inspiring; and if not abso¬ 
lutely dangerous, it was extremely disagreeable from the thick olouds of, 
snip barons smoke that issues from it. The summit of the mountain is 
as near as possible 8,000 feet above sea-level. The asoent was very 
fatiguing to all parties, on aooount of the loose ashes and poorise which 
offered no sound footing. 

The great Yedo plain was twice Grossed, presenting an opportunity of 
observing the state of the ooming silk orop which promises well. Alto¬ 
gether the excursion occupied 17 days; and was much enjoyed by all. 

O n THE 15th instant about 4 o’clock, P.M. the boat of the Hylton 
Cattls in which Captain Baker, Mr. E. Powys and two men were 
returning from a cruise, when about a quarter of a mile outside the 
lightship, was struck by a sudden squall which caused the ballast to 
shift, and the boat to fill and sink at once; fortunately the accident 
had been observed by Mr. Phren, the 2nd officer of the AmbattaAor, who 
quickly took a boat to the spot, picked them all up and took them back 
to their ship.— 

M asesa. Wilkie Sc. Laufenberg, of this port, arc building a steamer, 
w hioh is destined to run between Yedo and the silk districts. 8he 
is only to draw when loaded, two feet, and will have two saloons on 
deck capable of accommodating 400 passengers. Her cargo capacity 
will be about fifty tons. 

O N the 16th a robbery took place at the residence of the Rev. M. Buck- 
worth Bailey, H.B.M’s Consular Chaplain. It appears that short 
before 8 o’clock, the family being still in the dining-room, they heard a 
slight noise above, which they attributed at first to the activity of rata ; 
but presently, when the ohildren went up stairs followed by Mrs. Bailey, 
the staircase being but dimly lighted, some one, who seemed to wear 
light clothes, darted by as if disturbed, and made his escape. On enter- 
ing one of the rooms, it was found that a quantity of underclothing had 
been carried off, and a bundle consisting principally of dreeses was made 
up, and ready to be paseed out of the window. 8earch being made in the 
garden on the side nearest the church, under a mat was found Mrs. 
Bailey’s dressing and jewel case, broken open, and relieved of most of her 
trinkets, together with a roll of notes—value about $70—and a few coins. 

T hi link of railway between Yedo and Yokohama has been deter¬ 
mined upon, and $he site of the stations selected. We are 
given to understand that the number of persons travelling by 


land and water daily between the two termini and intermediate 
places exceeds 40,000 daily; and we can suppose this to be true, 
though of oourse comparatively few of these make use of the foreign con¬ 
veyances. Still there are several spirited ooaohing oompauiee whose 
ooaohee are always well filled, aud two or three steamers, running daily. 
At a more reduoed rate of fare, such as will be introduced by the railway 
if not before, the number of travellers trailing themselves of oouveyanoe 
would be multiplied perhaps tenfold; and crowds would be induoed to 
travel who never have been in the habit of doing so. The progress there¬ 
fore of the railway becomes more and more an object of interest and 
desire; for it is impossible that this intercourse can be extended through¬ 
out the oountry without an immense advantage to every one in it. 

T he following oomee to us from a correspondent in Yedo. It is dated 
17th May. 

44 It seems to me that this month is all holidays. You have a grand, 
Matsuri in Yokohama, and in Yedo to-day is a grand day. About thirty 
thousand troops of 8atsuma, Choehu, Hoeakawa, Stotsbashi, Hisen, Tosa, 
and a good many other daimio’s retainers, had a grand review before His 
Majesty the Mikado. The review commenced this morning at 8 o’clock 
and finished at 4 P.M.; the place of review is called Ha wo Yarns Korns- 
bano, about eight or nine miles from the Mikado’s residence. His Ma¬ 
jesty went on horseback all that distance, and of oourse every body had 
a good chance to look at him. There were large numbers of tents for the 
retainers and soldiers, covering about one to one and a half miles, and 
also tents for different nobles. A large and beautiful tent, with His Ma¬ 
jesty's flag and banners flying very high, was pitched for His Majesty, 
and about half a mile distant from the Mikado’s tent, a place was set 
ap*rt for foreigners, of whom about twelve were present, including Co¬ 
lonel Shephard, the U. S. Consul. The review was very good, and there 
were eight field dieoes. 

At 4 o'clock the review was finished and His Majesty returned in his 
chair to the Castle. 

The regiments of different Daimios in the front and behind the chair 
took about an hour and a half to pass. 

O N Monday evening, a party of civilians were taking a walk after 
their dinner. When abreast of the Vuloan foundry, they were 
ste pped by several Japanese who had rushed after them from the guard¬ 
house in Honiara, and who attempted to arrest one of the party whom 
they accused of having insulted them a short time before. It was ex¬ 
plained to them by one of the foreigners that it most be a mistake, as the 
aooused person Lad been with them at the time the insult complained of 
had been given. This, however, did not satisfy the Japanese, and laying 
their hands on their swords some of the officers made as thoogh they 
would take him by force. This his friends objected to j aud as the Ja- 
paneee would not listen to the quiet representation o the foreigners, one 
of the latter, becoming impatient, drew out his revolver, merely shewed 
it to them and used the expression, “Now, look here, you git." The Ja¬ 
panese took the hint and 44 gitted ” sharp. Bo long as they thought the 
foreigners were unarmed and would only act within the bounds of gentle¬ 
ness they were “ bumptious : ” but the mere sight of the oold iron entire¬ 
ly altered their views and they retired to the guard-hoose. The foreign¬ 
ers followed them and demanded a full apology, whioh was at onoe given 
by order of the superior officer. 
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UT twenty years ago, and how little was known of 
vffl1 Japan! How well we remember the vague sort of 
won< * er w hich the accounts reached England of 
the Sterling and Perry expeditions; and the com- 
T parative indifference that was felt by the majority 
of those who read of them in the papers. But later on, when 
Lord Elgin came and actually made the treaty; when accounts 
reached home of the system under which the people lived 
and the government was carried on ; and when it was de¬ 
scribed by the officers accompanying the mission in terras which 
proved it to be the feudal system, pure and simple, as it former¬ 
ly existed in Europe among our own ancestors; a sympathy was 
awakened throughout the civilised regions of the world, which 
has never since dropped. Perhaps among Germans and to 
Scotchmen this feeling was more intensified than with others ; 
because the legends and traditions of their people have handed 
feudalism down so much more vividly, as it was with their 
chiefe, than has been the case with other peoples; and perhaps, 
also, from the fact that the comparative lawlessness or rather 


independence of their chiefs and princes was found to be so 
closely reproduced in Japan. 

It is quite natural, in these dayB when all men think essays, 
to moralize on the condition of countries we visit or become 
connected with, and to determine by the principles of modem 
political economy, what would most tend for their happiness 
and advancement. But after all, we ought to exercise some 
caution in our commentaries; and whilst we can undoubtedly 
shew to Japan the road to improvement, we must also remem¬ 
ber that we can but invite her to accompany us. We are not 
so far in advance in every particular as our vanity would lead 
us to imagine. For instance, leaving the Paris mobs and their 
barricades, and the Irish malcontents to take care of them¬ 
selves, and because we do not desire to tread on ground that 
might be painful to many, let us look to the Highlanders, the 
pride of the British Isles. 

The most interesting episode in English history is the loyal¬ 
ty of the clans to the exiled house of Stuart, and their rising in 
its behalf in 1715 and 1745. In the latter year that great 
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effort was made 
under young 
Prince Charles 
Edward, which 
had a greater 
effect upon 
Caledonia than 
any other event 
ever had. And 
those who read 
the romantic 
accounts of 
those times 
that have been 
handed down 
to us, and the 
accounts of the 
late civil war 
in Japan, can¬ 
not faii to be 
struck with the 
singularly as¬ 
similated con¬ 
dition of the 
H i ghlanders 
and Japanese. 

Then, the 
chiefs led their 
f o 11 o w e rs to 
01 e n fi n n an 

where the standard of the Stuarts was unfurled; and the largest 
number brought by any of them to that gathering was only 700 
men, whilst several took less than 100. So in Japan, whatever 
number Satsuma, Choehiu or other princes could command, they 
did not as a rule send them forth in great numbers to any one 
given point; and we are pretty sure that we are correct in say¬ 
ing that the largest army they had on any one spot at one time 
did hot exceed 4 to 5,000 men supplied by all the princes. The 
most that Prince Charles Edward ever had under his command 
was not so many as this; and the Japanese generally were far 
more uniformly armed; all the samourai having their swords, 
and rifles of one kind or another. In some districts up north, the 
farmers turned out in behalf of the Tokugawa family, and like 
the same cluss who rose for the Chevalier, carried only such 
weapons as their occupations supplied. The hybrid ap|>earauoe 
of the soldiery, now prevalent in Japan, was unknown ten yeau 
ago, and the retinue of princes had not that tag-rag-and-bobtail 
appearance that has since sprung up; indeed, so far as we saw, 
during the late civil war, the government trooi» were generally 
very respectably dressed and equipped. So was it with the 
soldiers in the service of King George. But records of the 
period tell us that the class loyal to their old royal line, had no 
appearance of soldiers at all. One lady, writing at the time, says 
that she could never forget “their squalid clothes and various 
arms; their rough limbs and uncombed hair; and their faces, in 
which were blended—pride, ferocity and ignorance.” These men, 
it will be remembered fought and conquered the regulars at 
Preston Pans, at Carlisle, and penetrated to Derby; they were 
victorious in several skirmishes and at the battle of Falkirk; 


but what could 
they do against 
the resources 
of a Kingdom? 
So with Japan. 
Unable to give 
details, for they 
are always hard 
to obtain and 
very unreliable 
in this coun¬ 
try, we can 
only state ge¬ 
nerally, that 
t)te gallant 
Aidzu s party, 
ever faithftil to 
the family of 
G on gen Sam a, 
fought in the 
n o r th with 
such bravery 
and determina¬ 
tion—the sam¬ 
ourai and the 
peasantry alike 
and side by 
side—that not 
the first nor 
thcsecondforce 

sent under the Mikados flag could boast of success; and the hun¬ 
dreds of wounded men constantly flowing into Yedo and Yokohama 
shewed how fierce and effective was the opposition they met 
with. At length, however, numbers and unlimited resources 
prevailed; and Wakamatz fell, and with it the Tokugawa cause. 
So at Culloden was the cause of the direct branch of the Stuarts 
once and for ever annihilated. 

We see then, what the Highlanders of Scotland were 125 
years ago, and what the Japanese were up to the year before 
last. But there were other points of similarity. At that 
time the clansmen hated the name of trade as do the 
hamourai of to day. And what is more, they do so as a rule 
to this very time. The '45 forced many things upon them. 
Among the rest, good roads all over the country, which not 
only admitted a flood of enlightenment among them, but en¬ 
abled tourists from the rest of the British Isles—and we may 
say, of the world—to become acquainted with the grandeur of 
the nature amid which they live, and the true nature of the 
people themselves. It taught them also that no bread is so sweet 
as that won by a man’s own energies. So the late war is already 
bearing fruit in all sorts of improvements in this country; and 
the advent of foreigners opportunely provides the means of their 
developement. 

Wc cannot express too warmly the desire of foreigners to 
see all that the nation has lately suffered and is still passing 
through, working together for its good; and that the people may 
find the l*enefits even more rapidly developed than did the brave 
|>eople between who«e case and theirs we have drawn a parallel. 
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TEMPLES AT KAMAKURA. 

HE Temples at Kamakura, which form the subject of two 
of the pictures in this number, are a group, erected 
on the same domain, and surrounded by large grounds, the 
pi incipal of them being dedicated to Hatchiman, the god of war. 
The whole of these were burnt down within half a century, and 
the buildings here represented are none of them above forty 
two or forty three years old. This fact may give some idea of 
the veneration of the old government of the Shiogoons for the 
spot. True that for more than two centuries the glories of Ka¬ 
makura have departed—and that in the campagne surround¬ 
ings of the pleasant village, there is nothing but the temples 
and their belongings to give even the faintest idea of the place 
ever having been either large or of importance. Yet three 
hundred years since, the Tokio of to day—Yedo of two 
years ago—was but commencing to rise into importance; 
Kamakura was still the eastern capital; and such were the tra¬ 
ditional connections between it and the Yedo rulers, that these 
old temples always maintained a prominent place in their soli¬ 
citude and care. 

Many marvellous things are seen in Japan ; and perhaps the 
condition of these two cities are among the most remarkable. 
When Europeans heard of a city in Japan whose inhabitants 
were counted by millions, how many could have believed that 
such a populous metropolis was but insignificant—say, when 
America was discovered by Columbus. The growth of New York 
is as nothing compared to Yedo. Here we see, by the simple 
removal of the seat of government from one spot to another, the 
absolute sweeping away of every trace of one important city, and 
the rise of another to a vastness exceeding that of London it¬ 
self before the days of steam. 

The Temple of Hatchiman Sama, at Kamakura, was periodi¬ 
cally visited by the Shiogoons, their families and the Daimios. 
The village is now almost confined to a long broad street, the 
middle of which is raised and forms an approach to the tem¬ 
ples—a distance of perhaps half a mile. The houses do not even 
continue unbrokenly throughout this distance, and are occupied 
principally by small shopkeepers and cultivators of the rich 
lands around. The raised road has throughout its length a 
succession of tori-% or portals such as are always at the entrance 
of Sintoo temples. Those spanning the road are of wood and 
quite low; but that at the entrance of the domain itself is a 
handsome structure, of two granite pillars supporting a granite 
block nearly twenty feet long. At the end of the raised way, 
the road turns off towards Inosima and Daibutaz, but an unrais¬ 
ed pathway—still crossed, at intervals, by tori- 1 , some of which 
are very massive—continues down to the sea shore, a distance 
of another hall a mile. 

Hatchiman, in whose honour the temple exists and has 
hitherto been supported, was a Mikado of Japan whose birth 
was influenced by a miracle. Mr. Dickson tells the story 

thus:— 

44 Another of these early events in the history of Japan which 
bears an interest even to the present day, is the invasion and 
conquest of the southern part of Corea, by the Empress Jingu 


Kogu, known by her husband s name as Chiu-ai-tenwo, in the 
third century. She acconqwnicd him to the island of Kiusiu, 
whither he went to put down a rebellion among some tributary 
states; but before the operation was accomplished he died, and 
she assumed the reins of power. After raising troops and col¬ 
lecting ships to transport them across the sea, she found her¬ 
self pregnant, but she was so fortunate as to find a stone which 
delayed her accouchement till her return to Japan. Having 
subdued the three countries of Sinra, Korai and Haknsai, and 
compelled them to give up their treasures and to promise to 
pay annual tribute to Japan, she returned to bury her deceased 
husband, and^ was soon after delivered of a son who was after¬ 
wards the Emperor 0 Sin, better known by his posthumous 
title of Hatchimang. Two older- sons of her husband, by 3 
concubine, asserting the rights of primogeniture, and probably 
doubting the virtues of the stone, raised an army to oppose the 
Empress. But ineffectually. 

“ There is no incident more frequently taken for a subject by 
painters in Japan, than the Empress Jingu and her infant in 
the arras of the aged Take-ootsi, her prime minister. She is 
worshipped under the name of Kashi no dai-miojin; but 
though her victories threw more lustre over the arms of Japan, 
in foreign warfare, than any previous reign, or, it may be ad¬ 
ded, any subsequent one, she docs not seem to rank so high in 
the estimation of her subjects, or in the company of the gods, as 
her son. To the emperor 0 Sin, though unborn, appears to have 
been given the conquest of Corea. After his death A.D. 318, di¬ 
vine honours were paid to him. He was styled and worshipped as 
the god of war, and under the title of Hachimang dai Bosala, he 
is represented as an incarnation of the Buddha of the eight 
banners; the largest temples have been raised in his honour; 
and every village—almost every hill—has its Hatchimang goo, 
or shrine in his honour.” 

With reference to the miracle described above, there is to 
this day, at the back of the temples, a large boulder of an irre¬ 
gular oval shape, about thirty inches in extreme length by 
eighteen in breadth, enclosed within a low railing, and said to 
possess miraculous powers. Young married women visit it in 
numbers; and older ones, to whom the gods have not been pro¬ 
pitious, deem no remedy so efficacious to the removal of sterility. 

At Kamakura is a striking instance of the manner in which, 
what may be called the two national religions, Sintooism and 
Buddhism, existed side by Bide. The temples were unques¬ 
tionably originally Sintoo, and several of them are still so. But 
the principal ones are Buddhist—one in particular being 
crowded with images—both on the altar, and in row upon row 
along the sides. In our smaller group, at the right is seen what 
in feet is the most prominent edifice upon the ground; but 
those who have formerly seen pictures of it will hardly recog¬ 
nise it now, from the simple fact that of old it was Burraounted 
by a go-rin, only seen in some of the more prominent temples 
patronized by the Shiogun’s government. Its appearance is 
that of a tall staff spring out of the apex of the roof, supporting 
a number of metal rings, the largest at the bottom about twelve 
to eighteen inches in diameter, and decreasing in size as they 
ascend. They are about a couple of inches deep; and as a 
small space intervenes between them it has a light and rather 
graceful appearance. On enquiring of a priest what had be- 
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come of it, we were informed that since the present government 
had come into power it had been removed; but we could not 
quite understand whether they had ordered its removal, or 
whether it had been sold for its metal. A large bell, of very 
fine tone, which was suspended in the ordinary way a short dis¬ 
tance from this temple, has been sold for the maintenance of 
the priests; so that it would seem as if the Mikado has no 
care for these fine old relics of the old regime. 


THE CUSTOM-HOUSE SHEDS, YOKOHAMA. 

HE ^iew here presented, is of the Custom-house sheds for 
European goods; taken from the extremity of what is 
generally known as the English Hatoba, or jetty. Amongst 
the last works of the government of the Shiogoons, were several 
in connection with the improvements of Yokohama. Before 
the great fire of November 1866, there were two hatobas, each 
consisting of two jetties jutting out from the shore into suf¬ 
ficiently deep water for cargo boats to use them. One was 
known as the French or Western Hatoba, because it was in 
front of the portion of the settlement appropriated for distribu¬ 
tion by the French authorities; the other, by way of distinction 
being known as the English Hatoba, although one of its arms 
is at the commencement of Japanese town, and used exclusively 
for the Japanese shipping. About three years ago, the two 
jetties of this English Hatoba were extended—after a design sup¬ 
plied by Messrs. Whitfield and Dowson, civil engineers here— 
and a good boat harbour was formed, which has been very ser¬ 
viceable, particularly by enabling boats to land or take on board 
r «uuuugero or cargo in all kinds of weather. The frontage be¬ 
tween the two krms is occupied by large sheds, also designed 
and constructed by the same firm, and behind these sheds, in 
the same enclosure, is the principal Custom-house. At the back 
of this runs the dividing street between the Japanese town of 
Yokohama and the foreign settlement. It is a noble street, 120 
feet in width, and when the houses on both Bides are all com¬ 
pleted, trees planted, and the road properly made, it will be a 
very charming boulevard. At the back of the Custom-house, 
on the Japanese side of this street, are the Government Godowns 
or warehouses; and opposite to them, is-—the ugliest building 
in the place, perhaps in the East—the British Consulate, de¬ 
signed by an officer of the Royal Engineers; and whose turrets 
are seen in the picture, rising above the sheds. 

There is a scheme afoot for making a boat harbour on a more 
extensive scale still, at the other extremity of the settlement, 
taking in the whole space from the French hatoba to the en¬ 
trance of a canal that bounds the eastern side of the settlement, 
which, if carried out, will be a really valuable addition to the 
vety limited accommodation of this kind that we have had 
hitherto. 


SHANGHAI. 

HE two little pictures on page 7, were taken from the 
Astor House Hotel, Hong-que, Shanghai. The first is 
looking straight up the river Wooeung, the other across the em¬ 
bouchure of the Yang-king-pang creek taking in the British 
Consulate and the Hong-que bridge. Of the former, it is impos¬ 
sible to say that it gives anything like an idea of the animated 
appearance of the river on which Shanghai is situate. The 


little steamer, however, in the foreground is one seized by the 
Chinese on the Yang-tsze whilst engaged in contraband traffic, 
and being converted into a gunboat under the Imperial flag, 
is riding at anchor in all the dignity of a man-of-war. The 
approach to Shanghai by the river is very striking, from the 
great number of large Bhips seen in the distance, the numerous 
steam ere of all sorts and sizes, arriving, leaving, towing or 
otherwise plying. The banks of the river too, show the presence 
of foreign enterprize, in the factories and warehouses of different 
kinds. Sampans or native boats, glide in all directions—almost 
all employed by foreigners ; and in the extreme distance, above 
the foreign ships, are the Chinese junks, so many in number 
and so regularly and closely moored, that their masts have the 
appearance of a barricade. The Chinese junks lie in front of 
the city of Shanghai; the foreign ships in front of the conces¬ 
sions outside the city. Of these the French Concession is 
nearest to the city; then what is known as the English Conces¬ 
sion ; and below this, across the Yang-king-pang creek shown 
i n the same picture is Hong-que in which is the American 
Concession. The bridge which connects Hong-que with the 
other side, was built by private enterprize, a company having 
been got up for the purpose; and until lately a trifling charge 
has been made upon every person using it. The municipal 
authorities have lately made arrangements for the abolition of 
the fee, which, although small, really amounted to a heavy 
mulct in the course of a twelvemonth. 


THE OFFICERS’ MESS HOUSE—BLUFF 

T is a most curious thing to contemplate—foreign forces on 
the territory of a friendly power—comfortably housed and in 
various ways priv ileged by that power. In the harbour of Yo¬ 
kohama float the ships of several of the governments who have 
rjlat ions with Japan. The French, American and English are 
very rarely without a naval representative there; but ashore, 
only the English and French have kept a military force. Both 
of them had ground allotted to them on the Bluff overlooking 
the settlement as long ago as 1864; and what is more, the 
Japanese erected the original barracks necessary for them. In 
point of fact, however, the presence of foreign troops has been a 
benefit to the country, for they have acted as a preventive; and 
troubles that would most undoubtedly have occurred had they 
been absent, have been avoided. In not one instance have the 
Japanese soldiers and those of foreign powers clashed, or shown 
any jealousy of each other; and generally they are excellent 
friends. In our first number we shewed the huts and parade 
ground of the British barracks, and to-day we shew the offioere* 
mess-room, &c., with a group of the officers of H. M.’s 1 st bat¬ 
talion 10th Regt., who kindly assembled when they saw what 
our artist was about. As all are good likenesses, we know we shall 
confer a pleasure on very many in the settlement in thus pre¬ 
senting them with a memorial of gentlemen, all of whom are 
respected, and several of whom very highly esteemed through¬ 
out the community. 

Of the various ways in which the presence of a regiment is 
rendered agreeable to a neighborhood, there is none more en¬ 
joyed than the public performances of its band. In this respect, 
the 10th has been particularly kind; and not only has every 
public occasion been enlivened by its presence, but during all 




Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 







THE FAR EAST. 


the fine weather up to last season, the hand lias played on the 
Band. This year other arrangements will he made, and the 
oe* ^ublic Gardens on the BlntT will be the spot where their 
attraction will l»c availed of. But the spot on which the ?roup 
of o.i.vcrs is standing is twice a week the scene of a lively same 


uf croquet — t>!aved bv any of the ladies uud gentlemen 
among the visitors who fee! dis;*>sed. and avail themselves 
of the kindness of Colonel Norman and his brother office rs, 

who have the band to play, and welcome all who choose to' 
attend. 



(The period. 

A meeting was held on the 3Ut ultimo, at H. B. M. Consulate, 

-£3_ at which the Boanl of Foreign Consul* handed over to a Com¬ 
mittee appointed by those present, the charge of the Yokohama cemetery. 


A little before noon on the 31st May, a serious accident occurre 
11 on •Hotment No. 20. At the back of the large building latel 
purchased by Mr. Beato, and rented by him to Mrs. Green for a Hotel, 
large pile of out-houscs was being put up, one end of them covering th 
spot on which stood the room in which the former proprietor, the lat< 
Mr. Hoey, was recently murdered. Mr. Beato had pointed out to th 
contractor that the framework did not appear sufficiently strong to ad 
mit of the roof being put up after the manner of the Japanese. The mai 
said it was ; and bia carpenters proceeded to draw up the timber for it 
and to place it in position. Whilst they were lifting one of the heavie 
beras, it swung with snch momtntun as to take the lower framework ou 
of the perpendicular, and down fell the whole structure with a lour 
anr a arming crash. 8everal men were hurt, two or three being reri 
tenons y so. Dr. Hepburn, directly opposite to whose house the catas 

all for them'ThaT’ ^ tbe .. woun,,ed conTe T« 1 hi* surgery, and did 
^^-^‘Hat any have died from 


A s Mr. Vollhar.it, formerly a sergeant In our Municipal polioe fore, 
was coming down to the settlement from the hospital on th 
evening of the 1st June, some Japanese, carrying a cango up the bil 
stopped, and placed it in such a manner across the road, as to block u 
the way On remonstrating with them, they told him it was no business c 
his ; mid some Japanese policemen coming up at the time, the cango me 
’kk d *' iber,tel r ch * r *« l Vollhardt with first insult 
J d “* “f.?**" robbln * ihem - this was denied ; but the polio, 

deaf to the asaertions of Mr. Vollhardt, mid to his offers to go quielt 


with them and explain mitters to their officer*, bound hi* hands, and 
led him to the guard house in Homura. Here an official of a foreign 
Consulate recognised him and had him released. It is a significant fact 
that the aggrieved, an old |K>lice officer, did not carry the matter any 
further. 


has been received from China of the operations of Mr. Ridg- 
-L 1 yard, the diver sent from England to recover the treasure sunk 
in the wreck of the Hamilla Mitchrll. The first essay resulted in the 
recovery of 76,000 Mexican dollars. 


A CHINAMAN, lately bead servant at H. B. M.’a Legation, was dis¬ 
covered about a fortnight ago to be implicated in the forgery of 
kinsatx (paper money.) He was handed over to the Japanese authori¬ 
ties, and by them sentenced to death ; but for some reason or other, the 
execution has not taken place. 


T he land sale on the foreign settlement at Yedo, took place oh the 
2nd instant, a Japanese—or rather several Japanese—acting as 
auctioneer. It took about an hour to knock down the first lot_but al¬ 

together during the day, from 10 a.m. to 4 P.M., 23 lots were sol3, the 
total sum realised being $94,000 ichiboos—about $23,500. 


rpHi P. 4c O. announce that they reserve to themselves the right 
-L to convey goods shipped on board their steamers, either by rail, 
as heretofore, or by the Sue* Cansl. Their fine steamer the China is to 
load at Hankow with Teas to be conveyed through the Canal. 


O NE of the finest stores in the East has been built In the Main Street, 
Yokohama, for Messrs. Kirby 4c Co., and was opened on the 6th init. 
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sw season's teas have arrived in our market, and some exception¬ 
ally fine hare found buyers at very high prioes. 

D amages, laid at $1,000 were claimed on the 10th instant, in 
H. B. M. s Provincial Court, by Mr. Bertrand, ^ French subject, 
of Mr. Howell, an Englishman, for libel. Mr. Howell, as Editor of the 
Japan Mail , bad commented upon Mr. Bertrand, stating that he ought 
to be tried for manslaughter, he haring kicked a Chinaman and caused 
his death. Mr. Bertrand called on Mr. Howell and told him of his mis¬ 
take, and the latter gentleman told him that if he would write to him a 
letter denying the accusation, he would insert it and make every possible 
amende. As Mr. BertTand did not write the letter, Mr. Howell made 
enquiries for himself, and, haring ascertained the fact that the China¬ 
man, although struck by Mr. Bertrand with a ruler, was really not hurt 
seriously, inserted an explanation and an apology of the most ample and 
manly kind, in his daily paper the Japan Mail Daily Adeertiter. He 
also told Mr. Bertrand that if he thought he would sustain any injury 
from what he bad written, he would pay him any sum three gentlemen 
chosen by Mr. Bertrand and approved of by himself, should name. He was 
then told that the affair had been placed in the hands of a lawyer; so 
Mr. Howell allowed the action to take its course. Throughout the whole 
business, the frank and open nature of Mr. Howell has been prominently 
exhibited. First, in the straightforward, outspoken charge. Then, on 
finding himself altogether wrong, in his equally honest avowal of his 
error. And lastly, in his coming into Court avowing his responsibility 
and his willingness to bear the penalty of his own acts, should the Court 
so decide. Mr. Bertrand, however, declared in answer to a question, that 
he had not received any injury, and could receive none from such an at¬ 
tack—his character waajtoo well-known as “ bon garqon.” The Court 
therefore simply decreed him nominal damages, and Mr. Howell came 
out of Court with flying colours. 


T he Yokohama Public Gardens are now opened. They were only 
proposed to be formed out of the wilderness on the Bluff, about 
three months ago, and our home readers would be surprised to see what 
they are now. This month they are open to the public without charge. 
The band of H. M. 1st-10th Regiment has played in them on the two 
last Saturday afternoons. From the 1st July, they will be open to all 
who choose to subscribe, or pay a small fee for entrance. This is neces¬ 
sary, as the rent paid for the ground to the Japanese government and the 
current expenses, have to be provided for, and of course there is no fund 
from which to take them, except such as can be raised by the contribu¬ 
tions of those who use the gardens. There is no respect of persons—they 
are open to all indiscriminately on the same terms; and they deserve 
every support, for they are certainly ornamental, and we believe that as 
great means for promoting the introduction of foreign plants and trees, 
they will be very useful. They do the Committee and Mr. Kramer, their 
superintendent, great credit. 

E Yokohama Public Library and Reading Rooms were opened on 
the 6th instant; and we predict for them a considerable amount 
of popularity. The Library is not yet supplied with many books, but its 
shelves have a few useful and readable Volumes upon them, and will, ere 


long, we hope be respectably filled. The Reading room has an excellent 
supply of papers and magazines to start with; and we hope to be able in 
future numbers to state that the large lecture or music room has been 
turned to good account One great complaint made of old by visitors to 
Yokohama is now removed; and there is always now, a comfortable 
room in which to pass spare hours, and plenty of light reading to oocupy 
the time. 


T HE legal element in Yokohama has been but sparsely represented. 

Up to a couple of years ago, no one thought of engaging one to 
take a case into Court; but the advent of two within that period has 
created a demand which has generally been productive of more amuse¬ 
ment than edification to the public, and must have been often absolutely 
distressing to H. B. M.’s Consul The bickerings of the two English law¬ 
yers have been anything but creditable; and we are thus led to express 
our pleasure in seeing Mr. Hill, an American practitioner, allowed to 
plead in Her Majesty’s Provincial Court, In the libel case above alluded 
to, be was engaged for the plaintiff; and it was quite a relief to see a 
man doing hia duty to his client, without slanging his opponent or bully¬ 
ing the Bench. 

T HE lamp-posts ordered for the Government, in Shanghai, have ar¬ 
rived and are being put into their places, from whence our darkness 
is in future to be lightened. They are properly for gas—but as it is not 
likely we shall possess that inAtimable blessing for some time, they will 
be illuminated with kerosene. 


T he Japan Herald of the 7th June supplies us with this paragraph, 
which shows that the persecution of the Christians does not 
slumber in Japan: 

A handbill has recently been posted in various parts of Yedo, which 
runs as follows :— 

“ One of the disciples of Jesus, who had been sent to the province of 
Ten for safe keeping, escaped from his keepers on the second day of last 
month, and has fled to parts unknown. He was born in the province 
Hisen (Goto ?), hie age is 24, ia of a florid countenance and light ccan- 
pexion, thick lips ; speaks the dialect of Nagasaki, with a slight imped!* 
ment in his speech. 

*• If any one shall find him, he shall report quickly to the proper au¬ 
thorities. And if any one shall harbour or conceal him, he shall be 
deemed a partaker in.his crime ! ” 

E are credibly informed that the Mikado has resolved to pay the 
Tokugawa family for the Castle at Yedo, and all the property 
confiscated. This is not to be by a direct sum paid down, but by an in¬ 
crease in the allowance of annual revenue to each branch of the family. 
If this be true, it is another feather in the cap of the young Emperor. 

D aibutsz is sold. This was lately stated by one of our local con¬ 
temporaries, the Japan Gazette, but though not contradicted; 
was half discredited. We are assured by a well-informed officer, that H 
is true. We are sorry for it 
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ALM, contented and happy has been the lot of the 
Japanese during the long period that has elapsed 
since the days of Iyeyas. 

jfc'" Favoured indeed by the gods must have been the 
P land that has not known war for mpre than two 
hundred and fifty years; and more remarkably so a rich empire 
that has never suffered from foreign invasion. 

The annals of Japan go back into the remote past with only 
sufficient exactness to point out the very few salient points in 
ita history. The establishment of the Empire, under the first 
Mikado, Zinxu, for instance, is recorded to have been about 6G7 
years before the Christian era; and the line of descent from that 
day has been religiously chronicled ; but no incidents of any 
interest are preserved of the next thousand years, towards the 
end ot which was that invasion of the south of Corea by the Em¬ 
press Jingu, to which we made allusion in our last. Next 
comes the introduction of Buddhism, which occurred some time 
during the sixth century; and from that period, we have nothing 
but the barest chronology until the advent of Yoritomo, the 


founder—not of t he title but—of the power of the Shiogoonate. 
He it was who i n the twelfth century managed to exorcise the 
power won by his sword though nominally conferred by the Mi¬ 
kado, into a virtual sovereignty ; and from his days until these 
the empire has been governed by those who succeeded him as 
Shioguns. 

The next incident of prominence is the attempted invasion of 
Japan by the Tartar monarch Kublai Khan in the following 
century ; but that was so complete a failure, that nothing sen¬ 
sational has been made out of it, except by Marco Polo, who 
tells of one fortified place only being attacked, the garrison of 
which refusing to surrender were ordered to be put to death. 
44 The heads of all were cut off except eight, who by the aid of a 
charm—a jewel placed in the right arm under the skin—were 
in vulnerable against steel. This was found out, and they were 
beaten to death with clubs ” 

Von Siebold in his Archive*, has the following from a Japa¬ 
nese chronicle :— 4 ‘ Kublai Khan having ascended the throne 
of the Mogul, looked towards Japan. That nation must ac- 



Tie Fimt Bridge, Yoeohjjla. 
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knowledge his sove¬ 
reignty; andin 1268 
he called upon the 
ruler of Nipon to do 
so. His summons 
being unnoticed, as 
also two subsequent 
ones, in 1271 and 
1273, his envoys 
being received but 
always dismissed by 
the Governor of Dai 
8ai-fu, a Mongol fleet 
with a Corean con¬ 
tingent arrived off 
Tsusima. The Mika¬ 
do appointed days 
of prayer; and the 
Shiogun having pre¬ 
viously made every 
necessary prepara¬ 
tion for defence, no 
decisive attack was 
ventured on. The 
invasion was mana¬ 
ged without energy 
or plan; and after 
hovering a short time 
without any set pur¬ 
pose, the fleet left, 
only committing some slight depredations in Kiusiu." 

It is reported elsewhere to have l>een principally destroyed by 
the perils of the deep. 

Japan may therefore be said to have been free from invasion. 
And this is the more to be wondered at when its reputed wealth 
is remembered. The insular position of Great Britain is said 
to be its safeguard, and it undoubtedly has been. Yet it has 
been thrice invaded—twice successfully. Julius Cajsar, looking 
over from Gaul to the barren shores of Britain, could not possi¬ 
bly have promised himself or to Rome any material increase of 
wealth by its conquest. True, we read that its mineral treasures 
were coveted; but what could these amount to in a country 
where those who dug them from the bowels of the earth were 
still in the depths of poverty and savagery? But in Japan 
Asiatic wealth was already attained at a very early period; and 
yet no conqueror, with his legions flushed with a thousand vic¬ 
tories, sought to add to his laurels, or increase the booty won 
at the sword’s point from many peoples, by a descent upon her 
shores. 

But two invasions of a different character have been made 
upon her. First, that of the Portuguese missionaries in the 
16th century—which was eminently successful, so long as they 
adhered strictly to their Christian teaching and forebore from 
civil intrigue. Then retribution came upon t lem and upon all 
who named the name of Christ, and their invasion was upset. 

And now comes Commerce. Two thousand five hundred 
years has Japan been an empire, and yet without foreign trade— 
a striking proof that nations are supplied bv Providence with 
all that is needful for the human race produced from the soil, 


without any indis- 
l>ensable necessity 
for exchanging their 
commodities with 
others. Still, it has 
become evidently a 
portion of the Diviue 
plan for man’s wel¬ 
fare and happiness 
that such inter¬ 
change shall be 
sought and carried 
out for the mutual 
advantage of nations; 
and it has been 
amply proved that 
such commerce is 
the primary civiliz¬ 
ing agent. Without 
it men, would have 
remained much as 
they were created ; 
and barbarism would 
still be the order of 
the day. 

That which has 
turned the world 
upside down has 
come hither also; 
and Japan will soon 
rejoice in this new invasion. She has suffered from it, 
in the outset, because it was hard for all her great ones to see 
the desirability of opening their lovely islands to the 
curious gaze—probably the aroused cupidity—of the outer 
world. But it is every day more apparent now that this in¬ 
vasion will be not only successful but highly beneficial. 
Hitherto an enormous expense has been entailed upon the go¬ 
vernment by its resolution to possess itself of all kinds of war¬ 
like appliances. 8hips have been purchased—many of them 
very unsuitable for carrying guns—by the government and by 
the independent princes. Now there are no independent princes. 
The Mikado rules, and all the powerful daimios who had ships 
have handed them over to him. Thus he has a few fine 
ships of war—a nucleus for a nayv. But of that, little need be 
be thought. A sign of the times is, that merchants both in 
Yedo and in Yokohama are talking of owning foreign built 
trading ships and steamers, for the legitimate purposes of busi¬ 
ness. They have long since seen how comparatively useless 
their own junks are—hew slow, how small, how unscaworthy. 
They also now see the finest clippers in the world, arriving with 
immense cargoes of Rice, almost like magic, directly there is a 
demand for it; and they behold the enormous steamers of the 
P. M. 8. 8. Co., arriving and departing crowded with passengers 
and cargo—and other large steamers plying with a regularity 
that still astonishes them. Hitherto the merchants have not 
been allowed to own foreign built ships; and as Japanese build¬ 
ers have been obliged to adhere to their old model, no progress 
has been made in that direction. We shall see tfhat the pre¬ 
sent ta/k ends in. The seed is swelling, and before long must 
shoot. 



Japanese Carpenters. 
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All foreigners as well as Japanese, in closing the mercantile 
year, which is here looked upon as the doth June, have much 
cause to acknowledge that the period between the 1st July 
1869 and the 30th June 1870, has been one of marked ad- 
ranee. We do not say that it has been profitable to all to the 
extent of their expeciation, but even in that respect not many, 
we think, have much to find fault with. But the keel has been 
laid of a prosperous future in more ways than one. And what 
with the railway—the rao3t important plank of all—the tele¬ 
graph, the mint, the throwing open of mineral exports, the per¬ 
mission to landed proprietors to mine, and the encouragement 
of the cultivation of all products required by foreigners, the 
prospects of the year that commences with this day are by no 
means unhopeful. It must be satisfactory for the Japanese to 
see that the invasion of commerce is thus turning out for good; 
an d we trust that the land which now on its outskirts and at 
isolated spots sees the foreigner industriously and peacefully 
carrying on his plans for profit, will find its own merchants and 
all its people benefiting in such degree, that before long, the 
whole country may be thrown open, and the peaceful visitors to 
Japan may find a welcome throughout the length and breadth 
of the Empire. 

JUustrations. 

THE FIRST BRIDGE. YOKOHAMA. 

W HEN the treaties with Japan were first signed, the 
residence appropriated to foreigners nearest to Yedo was 
at Kanagawa, a long populous and business place, on the 
Tokaido, or great Eastern road between Yedo and Osaka, at a 
distance of about 24 miles from the Niphon Bashi, the bridge 
in Yedo from which distances are measured—corresponding to 
what was of old marked on English mile-stones as “ the Stan¬ 
dard in Comhill.” Kanagawa lies along one shore of a deep 
indentation of the coast line in the gulf of Yedo, and opposite 
to it was a long valley bounded by hills of an altitude of a 
hundred to two hundred feet above the level of the valley and 
of the sea. On the Kanagawa side the Tokaido continues 
it course at the foot of them ; but at the commencement of the 
valley, the land was originally swampy in the extreme, with a 
few patches of solid ground close to the sea, on which fishermen 
had made their habitation ; and with several streams threading 
the valley from various points in the hills, and debouching into 
the sea. 

This swampy land and these streams were availed of by the 
government to isolate the settlement intended for foreigners; 
and when, in terms of the treaty which had been made in 1858, 
Kanagawa was opened on the 1st July 1859, it was founed that 
the ground appropriated to them was, not at the town usually 
known as Kanagawa, but nearly three miles from it, and by the 
formation of the coast line, nearly facing it. One of the patch¬ 
es of solid ground. Bpoken of, had been cleared, the streams 
passing it availed of to insolate it, and a causeway nearly a mile 
long had been made across one of the most swampy portions, to 
connect it with the Tokaido and the town of Kanagawa. 

The rigid adherence to treaty was demanded by the British 
Minister, who saw in these arrangements the old idea of isola¬ 


tion so long and so stringently enforced at Desima, Nagasaki* 
The fact of their being deep water o‘.f the place allotted to fo¬ 
reigners and not enough to float a man-of-war barge at Kana¬ 
gawa proper, decided the day, and merchants settling where 
they found all prepared for them, was more potent than all the 
ministerial protests. 

One of the streams entered the 6ea at the foot of the hills, or 
as they are called “the Bluff” on the western side, aiul is now 
extremely useful as a canal, both to Japanese and EurojK-ans. It is 
crossed by three bridges, and will soon have a fourth. That depict¬ 
ed on page 1, is the first bridge—taken from the fence between 
the English Naval hospital, and the French Barracks. Gener¬ 
ally speaking it is crowded with boats, native and foreign, but 
at the time it was taken, it was singularly clear of then. Nine¬ 
teenths of the bridges in Japan are on this model, constructed 
of wood. The most prominent house in the picture is that of 
Dr. Hepburn, the author of the best—the only good dictionary 
of the Japanese language yet published. He is one of those 
invaluable men, the American Medical Missionaries. There is 
not a Ja|mnese within reach of Yokohama, who does not know 
him. and there are very few who have not good cause for bless¬ 
ing him. The second house is the residence of Mr. McVean, 
the proprietor of the Vulcan Foundry further up the creek; and 
the next premises are the Yokohama Iron Works, in the occu¬ 
pation of Messrs. Whitfield & Dowson. From the former se¬ 
veral of the works in connection with ship building and steam 
engines in Yokohama have been turned out; and by the latter 
a small fleet of steam launches. Both are now hard at work, 
extending the usefulness of the port in one of the most impor¬ 
tant directions. 

JAPANESE CARPENTERS. 

OTHING is more striking to foreigners arriving in Japan, 
than the ease with which all the people adopt the simplest 
means to their ends. No persons in the world “ make so light 
of work,” while they are at it as the Japanese; and whatever 
they do is with a cheerfulness worthy of all admiration. Their 
house carpenters are surpassed by none in the U6e of their 
toolB. Everything they take in hand is done in a manner the 
reverse of European. For instance, their implements are light 
where ours are heavy, heavy where our are light. They saw 
by drawing the instrument to them instead of by the downward 
stroke as with us; and they plane by drawing the plane towards 
them instead of thrusting it from them. And so with almost 
everything. But their labour seems like half that of other peo¬ 
ple, and they sing after their peculiar fashion over their work 
as if they enjoyed it. Tr ue they will have an occasional sleep, 
and object to any work except in their own work-shops on wet 
days; but they are universally first rate mechanics. 

BEYOND ODAWARRA. 

HE TREATY limits for foreigners resident in the open 
ports of Japan are 10 ri—a little over 24 miles—all round 
the Settlements. This, on the Tokaido, in tho direction of 
Osaka, takes us to a river—the Sakawa, about three miles be¬ 
yond which is the town of Odawarra, about twelve miles from 
Hakone and the Hakone lake. Ihe windings of the road 
make the distance to be traversed by passenger* considerably 
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greater, and probably the actual measurement by the road may 
be over thirty mile®. At this river, which is ordinarily forded in 
a peculiar manner, of which we propose ere long to give an 
illustration, guards generally demand of foreigners, passports, 
without which they ought not to be allowed to pass. But such 
is the comparative laxity in this respect now, that although 
there is no difficulty in obtaining the necessary document, few 
ask for it, and yet bat little difficulty is experienced in getting 
41 out of bounds.” From Odawarra the road gradually increases 
in interest, as we commence the ascent of the Hakone range of 
hills, the summits of which are about 6,500 above sea level. The 
number of foreigners seeking health or recreation at Mayano- 
shita and Dogashima, among these hills, is considerable, and ex¬ 
tremely welcome and well-received they are by the people. T he 
hotels or tea houses are excellent, and every possible care is 
taken by the proprietors to make their foreign visitors comforta¬ 
ble. The days are gone when Daimios and their retainers oc¬ 
cupied their houses constantly; and now they say in plain terms, 
that they desire foreign patronage and prize it. The pictur¬ 
esque view presented on page 4 is a little beyond Odawarra—in 
the immediate neighbourhood of the sulphur and hot springs. 
The stream abounds in trout, and affords capital sport to 
piscatorial adventurers. 


THE BURIAL PLACE OF THE TYCOONS. 

S’KIDJI, the foreign settlement of Yedo, is so named from 
the fact of its being reclaimed ground. It is, however, 
only the name of a small corner of an extensive portion of Yedo 
called Shiba. Foreigners speak of the Tycoon's burial place as 
44 Shiba.” It should be, the Tycoon’s burial place in Shiba, 
just as we say, St. Saviour’s in Southwark. 

From the days of the fourth successor of Iyeyas, the founder 
of the late dynasty of Tycoons, these beautiful grounds in 
Shiba have been appropriated for the purpose of Tycoonal 
sepulture. Iyeyas himself was buried at Nikko, about 100 
miles from Yedo, where the first Temple in Japan was 
erected to his memory. His immediate followers were buri¬ 
ed at Ooweno in Yedo, until the fourth, who was buried at 
Shiba. At these three places—Ooweno, Nikko and Shiba, 
all the Shioguns are buried. At the last named, are six; 
and of these the first is he, the courtyard of whose tomb 
is presented. The gate into the inner court is beautiful, 
and the edifice seen over the wall to the left, is one in which a 
huge bell is kept. In the outer quadrangle are many stone 
lanterns, as seen in the picture. They are all of granite—all of 
one size, and given by the daimios whose names are graven on 
them, to the memory of the Tycoon. In the inner court are 
a number of bronze lanterns, of almost the same pattern; and 
ths temple is very superb in its lacquering, gilding, carving, and 
general beauty. There is a solid bronze door, beyond which is 
the 44 holy of holies,” and within this none of the priests but 
the high-priest may go, and he only without shoes or sandals. 
He told us that the Tycoon was buried ia a stone vault within 
these doors, Beated in the same position as he would occupy 
during life: with his desk, tobacco bong, table and table ftimi- 
tnre before him. Each of the six Tycoons has temples, shrines 
and enclosed quadrangles to himself: and a more beautiful spot 


can hardly exist in a great city. Two years ago, it was a matter 
almost amounting to impossibility to get into the quadrangles^ 
far more the temples. Now, a silver or paper key of proper 
value will obtain admittance anywhere ; and the visitor is well 
repaid for his trouble and his ontlay. 


THE TEMPLE OF DZU DJIAU JI. 

rpHIS temple is the great temple at Shiba, immediately adjoin- 
-L ing the shrine above alluded to; and a noble edifice in 
every respect. It stands within a large quadrangle, the en¬ 
trance to which is by a huge gateway, itself more magnificent 
than ordinary temples. It has the advantage which few other 
of the great temples in Yedo have, that there i6 never any crowd 
about it. The spot has always been preserved sacred even from 
Japanese—and none but the most privileged approached it. 
The late changes have wrought to the breaking down of the old 
barriers, but as yet there is no flocking to it, or any particular 
regard shown to it on the part of the population. It is erected 
in honour of Gongensama, although his actual sepulchre is far 
away. The aristocratic name of the temple is San-9ei-san. 


Jct’iorl. 


4 N ITALIAN, cook on board the-British Barque Lurobel , made a dea* 
perate attack on the second mate of the ship, on the 11th instant, 
and threatened the life of the Captain. Some time before, whilst the 
ship was unloading, he asked the Captain for his discharge, and it was 
given. He decided, however, not to make use of it, and remained on 
board until just os the vessel was proceeding to sea, when he said he had 
again altered his mind and would now accept his discharge. Captain Rost 
replied that he could not have it, as there was no time for him to get an¬ 
other cook in his place. The result was—what John Chinaman calls— 
“a bobbery.” Presently, without any word of warning, he came out of 
the galley to which he had gone, rushed upon the officer nearest to 
him—the second mate—and with some weapon struck him a fearful blow 
on the back, which felled biin, and another on the head, which quite dis¬ 
abled him. Proceeding aft, he met the Captain’s wife, who, seeing his 
infuria ted condition, spoke to him imploringly. He replied that she need 
not fear any harm, but that he would kill the Captain. The Captain 
who had been forward, seeing how things were, laid hold of a hand¬ 
spike. and as the fellow approached, felled him to the deck with a blow 
across the head. 1 hinking he had stun ned hjm, be then went to get some 
irons, to have the men secured ; but the cook, coming to himself, jumped 
over-board an l swam adiore. He then laid a plaint at the Consulate 
against tue Captain, and was sent to the hospital. The mate was also 
sent there ; and the ship was delayed for some days, that the charge 
against the Captain might lie investigated. Of course it was dismissed ; 
but the delay that had already taken place in the sailing of the ship, and 
unwillingness further to detain it, prevented Captain Ross from 
taking any further steps. 


T WO privates of the 1st Batt. Xth Regiment were committed for 
trial on the 13th inst*. for having stolen $13 from a Japanese. It wm 
a deliberate highway robl>ery. On the same day a man named David 

Duncan was committed for trial for a similar offence on a foreigner_a 

carpenter. On the following day, a private of the 1st 10th regiment and 
five seamen belonging to the British ship TaeUituj were charged with 
housebreaking. They were punished wi th short imprisonment, and made 
to pay for the damage they had done. This was hardly a malicious row— 
but an attempt to get the house opened to obtain liquor. They were all 
more or less “ tozie-mozie.” On the same day a Madrassee was ordered 
to be deported for creating a disturbance—his custom (almost) always of 
an afternoon—in Japanese town. He pleaded habitual giddiness, which 
made him look like drunk ; and which alone, and not inebriety, had 
occasioned his having been up on six previous occasions before the 
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Consul. The three first named have l*en «ince tried an l sentenced to 
imprisonment in the Hongkong gao!. 

I CB HAS now been placed within the reach of tue poorest inhabitant of 
Yokohama. Not only have Messrs. Burgess amt Burdick a cargo of 
splendid “ Wcnham Lake’* ice. but another of the ** article" from Hako¬ 
date. And now tber* is machine made ioe of capital quality obtainable 
at all times. Nothing equals the “old original” Wenbam Lake. 


A N excitixo incident happened on Saturday, the 13th inst., of a very 
unusual character :-h no less than the stealing a child from the Bar¬ 
racks, by a Japanese girl. The infant son, a little over three years old, 
of Serjeant Gilbert, went to morning school, and not returning at the pro¬ 
per time, and no one of his school-fellows having seen him since school 
hoars, apprehensions were aroused, and a search made for him They 
were ineffectual all that day. The police were communicated with, atul 
everything was done that could be. On the following <lay, Sunday, Mr. 
Ljnes, of H. M. Store department, with Mrs. Lynes and their lit-Ie ones 
were staying at a house near “ Daibutsz," about twelve or thirteen miles 


A SHIP, the F. A. Pah.\er. carrying the San Salvador flag, was 
towed into harboupon the 23d ultimo, by a Japanese steamer : her 
fore and mainmasts being *»o severely sprung that she could not use them. 
As she came in, the yellow flag at the fore created a good deal of alarm, 
and reports got abroad that she had “a cargo of Chinese coolies" on 
ltoard, and that half of them were either sick, dying or dead, from »mall* 
pox. Dr. Dallison was sent for, and examined every individual on l>oard. 
His report of the ship, its accommodation and the condition of the 
Chinamen was im«t satisfactory. The sick man and the convalescents 
were all sent to the smallpox hospital; but of course the ship has remained 
so far in quarantine that none were allowed to land. The Chinese are 
850 in number, and are quiet and well-behaved ; but the crew are mu¬ 
tinous, and have been, with a few g*>od exceptions, brought ashore by the 
Japanese authorities and lodged in jail. 


T HE subject of the murder of the late Mr. Hoey has lately again 
risen to the surface by the apprehension and examination of a man 
suspected of the deed. We quote from the Japan Vazettt:— 



The Temple of Dzu Djiau Jr. 


from Yokohama, when their nurse-maid, a Japanese, saw a little Euro* 
pean child come along the road with a decently dressed, well-looking 
Japanese girl. The little fellow was crying and calling his mamma. With 
mach sagacity Mrs. Lynes* nurse-maid, waited at the door until they came 
up, and then entered into casual conversation with the girl, and ending 
by asking her in to take a cup of tea. She entered without suspicion, 
and found herself a prisoner. The child was all right, except in its anx- 
iety to get to its mother, and had not been at all ill-treated. Us clothes 
were all on properly, and after a warm bath and a little kindness from 
Mrs. Lynes, such as motherly instincts alone know how to bestow, its 
••orrows ceased, and it waited patiently the return to its parents, who 
were immediately communicated with. The girl said that the child had 
lost his mother; and that the father, not being able to listen to his pite¬ 
ous cries, had given her $0 to take him into the country for a month. 
The motive is a mystery. But Japanese almost all say that the girl 
would have exhibited the child for a small sum, and that the people in 
the country, not having seen a foreign child before, would have willingly 
paid to see it. 

T HREE pbizes in the Art Union of London fell this year to Yoko¬ 
hama. A work of art to the value of £30 to Mr. J. A. Frazer ; one 
to the value of £20 to Mr. E. M. Van Reed : and a chromo lithograph to 
Mr. Van der Tak, H. N. M ConsuL 


u Mr. Hoe.r, it will be remembered, wjs murdered in his house during 
the night between the 27th and 28th December last. 

M His servant boy, who was tied up by the two culprits, professed him¬ 
self unable to recognise their faces on account of the darkness. On the 
22nd of January the authorities succeeded in arresting one Tetsugoro, 
who confessed to having been an accomplice to the murder. His story 
ran briefly, that he on the 27th December met in Yokohama an old 
acquaintance, Seikitchi, who made an appointment with him to meet at 
midnight on the bridge before Hoey’s house. There Seikitchi told him 
that some four years ago he had been in the service of Hoey. and by him 
been badly beaten, wherefore he now had come to take vengeance. By 
threats Seikitchi compelled Tetsugoro to follow him over the fence into 
Hoey’s compound, assist in overpowering and binding the servant aad to 
keep guard over him while he himself dispatched Hoey. This accom¬ 
plished, they sepersted. In conseq lenoe of the information given by 
Tetsugoro of the history and connections of Seikitchi, Japanese detectives 
were despatched to Osaka, Kioto and Yedo in search of him. but for a 
long time without result; and in the mean time Tetsugoro died in prison 
on the 27th Msy. His death was duly certified by the surgeon and his 
body exhibited to the British Consul. In consequence of the numerous 
circulars scattered over the empire, and containing a minute description 
of the person of Seikitchi as given by Tetsugoro, a man answering to this 
description and a 1 ** bearing the name of Seiketchi was in the course of 
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the month apprehended, and brought to Yedo, where however, the Japan¬ 
ese Government Official satisfied himself that this was not the 8eikitchi 
wanted. He was nevertheless sent to Yokohama, And on the 22nd o 
this month he was in the presence of Her Majesty's Consul subjected to a 
strict and searching examination by high Japanese officials. The servant 
of Mr. Hoey nd the sister of the late Tetsugoro were also there. The 
former did nqt recognise the man's voice, the latter declared positvely 
that this was not the Seikitchi who was the friend of her deoeased bro¬ 
ther. The prisoner himself denied the charge, and asserted that he from 
the tenth to the twelfth moon, November to January, was at a place 150 
miles distant from Yokohama. Nor did on closer examination his ap¬ 
pearance exactly tally with the description given by Tetsugoro : his 
tattoo was different, and a scar an inch and a half long under the eye 
was not there. It remains yet to be seen how far his alibi can be proved 
or not 


H B. M.’8 Consul, Mr. Lowder, after long enduring the vagaries of 
• Mr. F. J. Barnard, a barrister practicing at this port, has at 
length suspended that gentleman from appearing in the court over which 
he presides; Mr. Barnard having, after calling most of his opponents in 
various proceedings “ liars and swindlers,” added this above all, that he 
wrote a letter to a local newspaper, and paid for its insertion as an ad¬ 
vertisement, calling on the community not to believe the Consul him¬ 
self. Mr. Barnard has been in more hot water through the singular 
inability to control his tongue, than any man we ever knew. He has 
gone to Shanghai, we suppose to lay his sorrows before the chief 
judge. We would that if he return hither, he should be warned by the 
past and be a wiser if not a sadder man. 

B URGLARIOU8 attempts have been less frequent in Yokohama than 
they were wont to be ; but on the 16th ulto., one was made at the 
Oriental Bank, evidently by a Japanese. The strong-room was attempted, 
but without effect, and although there were traces of the work of the 
booty-seekers, nothing was missed. 

O NE of our local contemporaries reports that the Japanese Government 
has accepted a large sum of money to leave the Buddhist religion 
unmolested. Thus saith the Japa% Herald: 

“Buddhism in Japan was sustained by the Tokugawa government 
ever since the time of Qogen Sama. It was, in fact, the State religion 
of the Tycoonate in contradistinction to the old Shinto religion of the 
Mikado’s court, and anciently of the entire Japanese Empire. Ever 
since the termination of the civil war, and the abolition of the Tyooon- 
ate, a movement has been initiated by the present government to sup¬ 
press Buddhism, and to elevate Shintoism to its former position and 
power. Some time ago, the dominant sect of Buddhists—the .Voafori— 
offered to the Government Eight Millions of Rios in order to be peraitted 
to practise their religious rites unmolested as before, and to retain also 
their ecclesiastical properties throughout Japan, and with the express 
object, as stated by themselves, of releasing the Japanese Government 


from their obligations to foreigners. This offer, when originally made, 
was refused by the Government, because it would have been a confession 
on its part of both pecuniary and politioal weakness ; but it is said that 
within the past few days the proposition has been accepted, and a first 
instalment of thirty-five thousand rios has been paid. It is asserted that 
the Nontoei sect is favourably disposed towards Christianity, but whe¬ 
ther so or not, the abandonment by the Mikado's Government of Shin¬ 
toism as the exclusive religion of the 8tate is symptomatic of weakness 
or of duplicity, and likely to be attended with important consequence* of 
a religious, as well as of a political character.” 

A N inquest was held on the 24th ulto., on the body of C. H. Fish, who 
fell overboard from the steamer City of Yedo on the 20th June. The 
investigation failed to elicit how the accident happened. 

T HE body of a foreigner was found on the 28th June in the canal 
near Yoshiwara. It has not yet been recognised. 

C HOKEI and Ah Ho, two Chinamen, and Minkitchi and 8inkitchi, two 
Japanese, were tried on the 29th ulb, for being concerned in the 
forgery of kinsatsz at H. B. M.s Legation, on the Bluff. The offence 
having been clearly proved against Chokei and the two Japanese, they 
were sentenced fo death. Ah Ho was less culpable ; and he is decreed 
three years imprisonment 

ITH every desire to sec foreign trade increase and Yokohama flour¬ 
ish, we confess to a very deep regret at witnessing the commence¬ 
ment of a Commerce which has been taken in band by some Chinamen, 
much to the chagrin, we are happy to say, of all the respectable men of 
that community. A trade in young girls—literally sold into slavery I 
for onoe bought, their parents have no more right to them ; and as they 
are being shipped off to China in small detachments, they are hopelessly 
cut off from all they can hold dear. Among the Japanese such a traffic 
on a limited scale is permitted. Parents and guardians may sell their 
female children, a husband may even sell his wife for a time. But in 
the case of young girls, the greatest care is generally taken of them-- 
they are more or less educated—they are taught all sorts of pretty win¬ 
ning ways, and many of them devoted solely to music and dancing. A 
small price only is paid for them—bat they oost the purchasers a great 
deal of money before they are able by their charms to repay the care 
bestowed on them; and they are only purchased for a certain term; after 
which they are their own mistresses and generally get husbands directly 
their term is ended. During the period of their bondage, they are 
permitted at all times to see their parents and friends, and although 
it is a mistake to suppose that the life they are brought up to is 
approved of by the better classes of Japanese, they are free from most of 
the revolting manners of the same class in other countries; and in them, 
vice seems denuded of its deformity. But now Chinamen have com¬ 
menced the traffic in them, and the young things are being exported like 
any other produce to the far shores of Cathay, it is impossible to say 
what may be their lot. The Japanese authorities ought to interfere, and 
we have strong reasons to hope that they will. 
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O-NOTHINGISM, in the early days of foreign inter- the jo 
~ with Japan, seemed to be as much the plan of would 

the government officials, as know-nothingism was was al 
lately with a certain political party in America. No- haste 
thing was more trying to the foreign representatives than the being, 
insuperable slowness with which anything was done, and the think 1 
inflexibility with which old habits or methods were adhered to* laying 
Merchants too found the same annoyance with the lesser offi- the tel 
rials, with whom any business had to be transacted. Nothing, creates 
in the least degree out of the ordinary groove would they do, much < 
and mild remonstrance or energetic appeal were equally ineffec- are tasi 
tual in moving them. All the old writers on Japan speak of, The 
and Kampfer particularly praises, the firm unchangeableness of massac 
the laws and the popular habits. They looked upon them from Tients 

a philosophical _ 

point of view; but 
if there were any 
chance of the ob¬ 
jurgations utter- 
ed by impatient .. . 
foreigners being 
fulfilled on the 
devoted heads of 
their rapine ^tor- 

with the officials mam _ 2 * 

so was it with all I . j 

other classes. 

With them, how¬ 
ever, it assumed 

the shape of never ^id 

by any chance 

doing to day what 

amid be put off 

till to-morrow. 

Invariably a me-___ __ 

chanic would do Coutot Shop. 


the job he was required to do— 14 to-morrow.” The merchant, 
would never make np his mind to a bargain at once—it 
was always 44 to-morrow.” And none coaid understand the 
haste in which foreigners lived and moved and had their 
being. But the old habits are fast changing now; and we 
think that the appreciation of the value of time is gradually 
laying hold of them, and they are among themselves using 
the telegraph and looking forward to the railway in a way that 
creates the greatest hopes. In fact, although there is not yet 
much celerity among them to boast of, the days of do-nothingism 
are last passing away. 

The news brought from Shanghai by the last steamer—the 
massacre of the French Missionaries and Sisters of Mercy at 
Tientsin, reminds us that in one respect a very unwonted activity 
__ has been exhibit¬ 
ed, arising out. 
of the foreign 
question in Ja¬ 
pan. From the 
days of the great 
persecution of the 
b ** Christians, the 

massacre of the 
* foreigners and 

1 the driving them 
* ” £ forth of the em- 

pire in 1,622-85 
the ^tive chria- 
jjp? - : I have been 

v - y v permitted to ex- 

ereise their faith 
in peace. It is 
only since the 

readmission of 

| foreigners, that 

the subject has 

^_ * come under the 

attention of the 

_rulers at all; and 

Shop. their apprehen- 
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sions, lest our efforts 
should tend to proselytise 
the people, hare caused 
them to shew to those 
who may become Chris¬ 
tians what they may ex¬ 
pect at the hands of the 
government. Thousands 
of families whose only 
crime was'their religion, 
have been ferreted out by 
the myrmidons of the go¬ 
vernment and been sub¬ 
jected to separation and 
to banishment, withont 
trial or any kind of en¬ 
quiry. No doubt at all 
can exist that this has 
arisen from a desire to 
prevent by terror what 
they see they can avoid 
by no other means. The 
time is not far distant 
when all Japan will be 
open. It may be ten or 
twenty years, but all is 
tending that way, and the 
late Tycoon declared as 
much in his conversation 
with foreign ministers, 
before his fall. All 
the power the Japan¬ 
ese can put forth could 



not suffice to keep the country 
closed, if our governments chose to insist upon its being thrown 
open; and the present holders of power, knowing this, and fan¬ 
cying that we should have made the demand and insisted on 
compliance, used the professing Christians as a warning to us of 
the consequences of any successful attempts in spreading the 
faith; and as a warning to the people against accepting it. 

When the real state of religion throughout the country is 
considered, this is very sad. For half of the people laugh at 
the absurdities they are told to believe, and really have no 
knowledge of the .fundamental principles of Buddhism ; and few 
can tell the difference between that religion and the older 
religion of Japan—Sintooism. The so-called Christians even, 
although suffering for their faith, have retained little but the 
name; and so far as we can learn, had neither priests nor 
churches. Indeed it is hard to conceive in what way they 
differ from the rest of their countrymen. We cannot therefore 
but deprecate the activity of the government with regard to 
them; and regret that, at a time when the eyes of the world 
are largely turned upon Japan; when all are observing the 
rapid strides she is taking in her endeavours to make up for 
ages of isolation, they should behold her taking so false, so 
disgraceful, a step as she has done in the case of the Christians. 


In everything else the 
government is exerting 
itself for the good of the 
people. We do not in¬ 
deed approve of its acts 
in several matters of 
leading importance. But 
in this matter of perse¬ 
cuting for religions sake 
she is condemned by the 
whole world. 

And the woret of it is, 
that having shewn so 
active a spirit of persecu¬ 
tion, the old immobility 
returns, and her govern¬ 
ors are deaf to remon¬ 
strances. There is no 
reconsidering; no chance 
given for the admission 
of mercy. There is no 
knowledge even, or en¬ 
quiry into the tenets, of 
their faith. They are 
simply Christians — and 
on the mere name they 
are condemned, without 
appeal. 

Such is one of the 
steps, with which the 
government, of course 
urged on by the Kioto 
churchmen, inaugarated the return of power into the hands of 
the Mikado. Can they imagine that this was a fit way to render 
that power popular ? If they do, they are very much mistaken. But 
however that may be, their attention may now be called to the 
proceedings in China. They will see that the days of Pappenburg 
and presentation are gone. The Chinese Government must undergo 
a very deep humiliation. It remains to be seen in what shape. 
In all probability the Emperor will have to make a very abject 
apology, and take the missionaries under his special protection, 
extending to them privileges with regard to their teaching and 
preaching, such as they had not before. He will have to pay an 
immense indemnity; and he will have to make such concessions 
to foreigners generally, as, although really for the good of his 
empire, he is very unwilling to make. 

His only alternative will be war. He may refuse to apologia*. 
He may decline the payment of any indemnity, or the making 
any further concessions to foreigners. In that case, he will 
find himself in an infinitely worse condition. The Treaty 
Powers will then take at the cannon’s mouth far more ; for in 
addition to all these demands, his exchequer will be made to 
pay the expenses of the war. In any case, it is certain that the 
Tientsin massacre will lead to such humiliation for China, as 
we should extremely regret seeing Japan subjected to. 


The Campanile. 
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Japan then mn*t ect aside the persecuting spirit. She must 
allow her people to exercise their judgment in religion as in all 
tlae, and lease it to take its natural course, unmolested. Sure¬ 
ly the Mikado himself must like better that his subjects should 
aere him from love, than that they be compelled to serve him 
with a sword held over them. If his religion be a true one, it 
will stand against all opposition; if false, let it give place to 
one that is trne. 

If the go Tern mem would Bee the country prosper, they will 
find it to their interest to take advice on other things besides 
finance, commerce, railways, and systems and appliances of war. 
They will be none the worse for carrying the spirit of progress 
into everything with which they have to do. 

They mtust watch the course of events in China during the 
next few months; and they will eee some of the evils arising 
out of fanaticism and superstition ; and may profit thereby. 


pc illustrations. 

O UR illustrations in this number, comprise—The Campanile 
of Mio-kioji. A Japanese Kuruma, or cart. A view of 
the American Minister’s house, Yokohama. Prince Sateuma’s 
Band—Buglers, filers and Drummersand a Country shop. 

COUNTRY SHOP. 

T HE shop here depicted is at a little village on the banks of 
the Logo—the river that of old formed the boundary beyond 
which foreigners might not pass in the direction of Yedo. As 
will be seen it is a crockery shop, and the sign which hangs 
to the right belongs to the next door, and proclaims it a sugar 
store. The building here shewn is a good sample of the 
better class of country shops. It is built fire proof; the walls 
being thick layers of mud, over a wooden frame, smoothly 
glazed, so as to present a beautiful white polished surface. 
Under the heavy tiling also, is a roof of thick mud. These 
,ye found sufficient to resist the short exposure to flame that 
most Japanese fires afford, and in Yedo or in any large fires, 
it is strange to look on a whole district desolated by the 
destructive element, the wooden dwellings swept away in toto , 
and these buildings still standing among the debris. 


THE CAMPANILE. 

APAN has ever been famous for its bells, many of which 
are very large—one in particular, of such a size as to throw 
the largest bells in Europe into the shade. Humbert tells of 
one at Miako, in a temple called the Temple of 33,333, be¬ 
cause that is the number of idols it contains. He says it is 
the largest bell in the world. We presume, therefore, that 
it is the same as that described by Klaproth, the height of 
which he states to be seventeen feet two and a half inches, and 
its weight two millions and sixty six pounds—just about five 
times greater than the great bell at Moscow. These bells are 
attached to temples, and are only used for striking the hours. 
They are generally suspended in such a campanile as that 
pictured on page 2, and are sounded by means of a billet of 
wood as seen in the photograph. Some of the campaniles are 
very handsome, although all of the same general design ; but 
most of tnem, even those attached to large and important tem¬ 
ples, are as plain as this. 


Before the hills overhanging Yokohama to the South East 
were sold to foreigners for residences, there was a charmingly 
shady walk leading from their summit down to the Homoco 
valley on the other side of them, which was one of the most 
pleasant of all the approaches to the valley. A farm house or 
two stood on one side of it. on the other a spur of the hill rose 
abruptly, heavily wooded with trees of many kinds, from the 
full grown forest tree to the feathery bamboo, the trunks 
presenting every variety of arborescent form, their leaves de¬ 
lighting the eye with every shade of arborescent colour. At 
the foot of this precipitous bank or spur, separating it from 
the path, ran a clear rivulet, its sides lined with ferns of many 
kinds. Yet, strangely enough, not half of the residents who 
frequently passed that way, were aware that at the top of a 
high, broad flight of stone steps that sprun g from the path 
up the side of the hill, stood a large temple and priestly es¬ 
tablishment. Now all the beauty is entirely effaced. The 
path has been widened, the rivulet is a dirty ditch and 
throughout its entire length Japanese 6hops of the humbler sort 
are built on both sides of the road. The pretty lane is now no¬ 
thing but a muddy street, and the country it led to is uglified 
by a dirty village stretching away on both sides of a road made 
originally as an approach to our once beautiful rifle range. 
The temple grounds on the hill are already beseiged by the 
ever increasing roll of the foreign tide; the Bluff Public Gar¬ 
den comes to their boundaries, and even now an arrange¬ 
ment has been or is being made by which some kind of con¬ 
trol, over the trees of the domain is in the hands of the com¬ 
mittee. Yet, although it is so hemmed in on all sides by 
foreign residences and gardens, only a limited number of fo¬ 
reigners know of its existence to this day—so completely are 
all its buildings shut in, and hidden from view by the foliage 
amid which they stand. It is the 8intoo temple Mio-kioji. 

Our campanile is that attached to this temple; and many 
who are ignorant of its locality must have been struck with 
the rich depth and roundness of its tone as twelve times in the 
day and night, it is made to proclaim the flight of time. 

On our artists’ visit to this temple for the purpose of taking 
the portrait of the bell and its thatch-covered belfry, his ears 
were saluted by the discordant sounds of instruments—bugles 
and flutes, as it seemed many in number, and all playing a 
different tune. On coming in sight of the temple he descried 
a number of young Japanese, most of them within the temple 
building, practising English tunes and military calls, on fifes, 
buglee and even cavalry trumpets. They were 

SATSUMA’S BAND- 
NUMBER of youths, all of the class entitled to wear 
two swords, all belonging to Prince Satsuma. They are 
learning foreign music, under the tuition of Mr. Fenton, 
the band-master of H.M. 1st batt. 10th Regiment. We con¬ 
fess that the discord was no longer thought of, in the interest 
we felt in this first attempt to form a regular band of music in 
Japan. The master asked our artist to take a picture of the 
band, and whilst he did so, we gathered the information that 
these youths, about thirty in number, are living in this temple 
and in houses immediately in its neighborhood, and receiving 
instruction twice a day from Mr. Fenton. They have made 
such progress already, that they read and write music well. 
Their books were shown to us, and the ruling and copying, all 
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the east. 


done by themselves, were equal to the best of our manuscript 
books. They play all the bugle calls, well. They play easy 
tunes on the fife remarkably well; and that we might not be 
doubtful on this point, when they had fallen in, and stood in 
position awaiting the completion of the photographer’s pre¬ 
parations, they played a number of marches and tunes— 
one being a hornpipe. The drummers were still better 
up to the mark; and we could not but express our interest in 
this experiment. As will be seen, some of the youths have 
quite the appearance of gentlemen, and all are remarkably 
intelligent and good-humoured. They seemed to like their 
occupation and their master very much; and the latter appear¬ 
ed to be enthusiastic concerning them. The most remarkable 
fact connected with the band is, that most of the instruments 
have been made in Japan—not on scientific principles by scien¬ 
tific instrument makers, but by mere turners and copper work¬ 
ers, imitating models given to them. Under these circumstances 
it is not surprising that the fifes are not perfectly in tune—but 
it is surprising that they are as nearly so as they are. The 
fifes are 4 keyed instruments, and cost one dollar and a half 
each—some being made in Yedo and some in Yokohama. In 
London the originals after which they were made cost twelve 
shillings. The officer standing in front with a stick, is merely 
appointed to look after those under instruction, and generally 
to command and superintend them. They ordinarily practise 
in their Japanese clothes; but the moment it was proposed by 
their master that they should dress themselves in their uni¬ 
forms for a picture, than two of the buglers sounded the call 
to ** dress,” and although some had to go down to the village 
to change their habiliments, in ten minutes all were in their 
places, and as we have said, playing away as cheerfully as 
possible. 

For this band, instruments of all kinds used in military 
bands, and of the beet quality, have been ordered from Messrs. 
Distin, of London. They are daily expected. And within 
three months of their arrival, Mr. Fenton expects his pupils 
will be fit for public performances of easy music. 

THE U. S. MINISTER’S RESIDENCE. 

HE advent of Mr. De Long as U. 8. Minister to Japan 
was marked by the publication of despatches to hip Gov¬ 
ernment, which elicited a great deal of comment in the Ameri¬ 
can papers. Among the rest of the demands he made upon 
the U. 8. Government, was provision for a legation residence 
—a demand which seems to us a very reasonable one. On his 
arrival here, there being no American Legation, he purchased 
the house on the Bluff built by, and the private property of, 
his predecessor, General Van Valxenbfroh. It has the 
advantage of a fine commanding site, overlooking the settle¬ 
ment, and with a fine view of the Yokohama valley and the 
harbour—but the grounds are very limited ; and the house 
itself is small. 


KURUMA. 

T is a remarkable thing that the Japanese, who have both 
two and four wheeled vehicles, and some decently wide 
roads, have never until now used carriages as a means of 
locomotion. The laws of etiquette that have prevailed have 
probably militated against it; ns even when two nobles met 
in their norimons, on the highway, it was the rule that the 


inferior in point of rank should make as if he would get out 
of his, and etiquette demanded that the other should notice 
his act and request him not to do so. So too, it was a rare 
thing for a noble to mount his horse in the public street, be¬ 
cause he would have to dismount in case of meeting a greater 
than he. Now, things are so far altered, that there are 
coaches and carriages of all kinds plying between Yedo and 
Yokohama, and they are mainly supported by Japanese. The 
common cart however, for the convenience of heavy goods or 
materials has long been in use; sometimes drawn by an ox, 
but generally by four men, in the way shown in the picture ; 
two before, pulling ; and two behind, pushing. They are of a 
somewhat clumsy construction, but the principle on which the 
wheels are made must be a good one, considering that although 
they have to bear great weights and often travel over very 
rough roads, they last a very long time, hardly ever breaking 
down or coming to grief; and yet they have no tires whatever. 
The coolies who drag them, after the manner of Eastern 
nations in general, keep step and pull together to a tiresome, 
loud, monotonous “ Ha,” M Hoi,” alternately uttered by the 
two men in front. Some enterprising Americans, Messrs. 
Jakes & Wilson and Mr. Copeland have introduced horse 
drays, with which a large proportion of the foreign drayage is 
done in Yokohama, but such is the increase of work to be 
done every year, that the number of these native drays still 
increases—and at the Japanese wharf the number loading 
and discharging is always very great. 


$he Jqioi 


A H ATTEMPT is being made by the Japanese authorities to put a stop 
to the smoking of opium among the Chinese ; probably with a view 
to the prevention of its spreading amongst the natives. A notification 
has been issued forbidding the importation of the drug, and warning 
Chinamen that any who are found with it in their possession will be pun¬ 
ished, besides having all their stock seised. In order to carry out this 
edict, the female employees of all the Chinese houses have been called up 
before the officers of the Saibansho, warned against the use of opium, and 
ordered to report in cose they should know of any being in the houses 
where they are. Japanese espionage may work wonders, but it will never 
put a stop to Opium-smoking or gambling among the celestials. 


I NTELLIGENCE reached ns by the mail steamer from Shanghai, to 
the effect that a massacre had taken place of all the French Roman 
Catholic priests and Sisters of Mercy at Tientsin. The following is from 
the Shanghai Neie$ Letter. 

A T Tientsin, a large establishment holding some 200 children, has been 
under charge of the Sisters of Charity. They have worked well and 
tealously for the education of the Chinese children, and so far with every 
success; but after the proclamations were posted at the northern ports, 
their work became difficult and dangerous. 

At last notices were posted, exciting the people to destroy the mission¬ 
ary houses and churches. The people collect in hundreds, and were soon 
given to understand by their leaders what was needed of them. The 
Chinese authorities in the meanwhile, as every where else at such times, 
did nothing or worse than nothing; they helped on the riots in an under¬ 
hand way. On the 19th June, a crowd assembled in the native city, one 
and-a-half miles above the foreign bund. After a time the French Con¬ 
sul, who lived in that quarter, succeeded in inducing the people to dis¬ 
perse. They moved away but still exhibited signs of hostility to For¬ 
eigners. Dr. Fraser, a physician at Tientsin, met the crowd and narrow¬ 
ly escaped a beating by the swiftness of his horse. On the 20th, some 
French priests were beaten, and the French Consul, Mr. Fontanier, noti~ 
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fi«*l H- E. Chung-how at the Tame a, of the fact, and requested him to 
put a at once to the tumult. About 12 M. on the 21st June, the 
French Consul and guests Mr. Thomassiu, Secretary of legation at rekin, 
and his wife, (both of whom had but just arrived out from France.) toge¬ 
ther with Mr. Coutris were at tiffin. wheu a multitude of excited Chinese 
came towards the house, shouting and yelling, and demanding that all 
the children should be given Imck to them. Stones and other missiles 
were thrown at the Consulate, breaking the wiudows and damaging the 
table around which the lady and gentlemen were seated. The Con¬ 
sul and his friend Mr. Thomassin put on their uniforms, and went out to 
endeavor to disperse the mob. They found the Chinese would not obey ; 
therefore leaving the lady for a time in the house, they all went towards 
the Yamcn, an eighth of a mile distant. On the way there Mr. Thomassin, 
finding the matter wearing a more serious look than he had at first ex¬ 
pected, returned to protect his wife. Mr. Courtis here became separated 
from his friends, and the French Consul and his Secretary walked into 


numbers overpowered her, and she was killed by the blow of a sharp in¬ 
strument on the back of her bead. 

The Consulate buildings were then burnt and destroyed. In the mean¬ 
while the Convent house of the Sisters of Charity and the French Cathe¬ 
dral were being assaulted by the mob. A priest at the doorway was 
killed, and ten women quickly shared the same fate ; but in a more hor¬ 
rible manner. Most of them were beaten, their clothes tom off, and then 
they were seised, and placed on their heads against the convent wall, and 
hacked to pieces in the most savage manner—their eyes dug out, their 
breasts cut off, and every cruelty that savage brutes can effect too sicken¬ 
ing here to narrate, was perpetrated. One of the sisters named Louise, 
and well-known as a faithful and constant attendant at the hospital in 
Shanghai, was reported to have e§caj)cd in a Chinese dress, and thus con¬ 
cealed by some Chinese female friends until night: when attempting to 
go back to the convent, her European shoes discovered her to be a white 
woman, and she was quickly taken and killed. Her body was thrown into 



The Kuruma. 


the Yamen and demanded an interview with Chung, the military Gov¬ 
ernor of the province. The crowd pressed all about the Consul, using 
threatening language. Chung oould not or would not help him. It is 
known that the Consul fired off his revolver, but it is thought to have 
been accidently discharged while he was being pushed and crowded in 
the audience chamber. At all events there was no one hurt by the pistol, 
which would not have been the case had it been raised. The Consul, 
finding himself'hard pushed, and without the chance of any help being 
afforded by Chung, turned and left the Yamen for his house. He bad not 
gone many steps before he was seised by the Chinese, his uniform tom 
off, his body beaten, and eventually cut and stabbed with knives and 
•pears. His death must have occurred about the same time as Mr. Tho¬ 
massin's ; the one near the Yamen, the other near the Consulate. Mr. 
Thomassin was fated never to see his wife again; he fell beneath the spears 
of the Chinese. The sight of blood now warmed the ruffians to their 
appointed work, and they rushed to the French Consulate. Madame 
Thomassin met them bravely at the dooiway with a pistol in hand. One, 
two, and some say three, Chinaman fell before her pistol shots, when 


the river. The Chinese burnt the Cathedral and Convent buildings, ana, 
it is supposed at least sixty Chinese children perished in the cellars of 
the building, where they had fled for ssfety. The bodies of the sisters 
were thrown back into the buildings after being killed, and burnt 
Their charred remains were afterwards collected by the orders of Chung, 
and sent down to the Foreign quarter of Tientsin. 

The butchery did not end here. A Russian officer, Mr. Protopopoff, 
with his wife, married but the day before, were riding with a Russian 
gentleman named Basscoff, near the French Censulate, when they were 
set upon by the mob and killed. Their bodies were thrown into the river. 
Mr. Chalmaison and Madame Chalmaiaon, Mr. Simon, Secretary at the 
French Consulate, were the further victims of the Chinese. Mr. Coutris 
was the only Frenchman in Tientsin who escaped with his life. He was 
concealed after he managed to elude bis pursuers, and made his appear¬ 
ance in the foreign settlement the following night after the massacre. 
Mr. Sum an. a German, with his family, escaped, being hid in a stable 
some thirty-six hours. 
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Fran Mr. Ooutns we here been able to obtain the name liat oi the 
•lain, and they are at followi;— 

Henri Fontanler, French Consol at Tientsin, Mr. 8imon, Secretary of the 
Consulate, M. Thomassien, French Interpreter of the Legation at Pekin, 
»rvi wife, guests of the French Consul. Pere Cherricr, a Catholic priest, 
Mr. Protopopoff, a Russian officer, and wife ; Mr. Basooff, a Fur mer ch a n t. 
Sister Louise, an English subject, with Bisters of Charity Mary, Louisa, 
Victoria, Theresa, Josephine, Vihoenta, Orella, Eugenie; Monsieur and 
Madame Chihnalson. 

Hie Chinese next turned towards the Protestant Mission. Here they 
found that their would-be victims had fled. The houses and chapels were 
destroyed, after which, having completed their work of destruction, the 
mob disappeared as quickly as it bad formed. 


O N the 6th instant, an affray took place in the streets of Yokohama, 
between some Malay seamen of the P. A 0. 8teamers Ottawa and Cb- 
ifta, which ended in the death of one of them and the severe wounding of 
another. 


T HE mutinous crew of the San Salvador ship F. A. Palmer have been 
tried by a mixed Court, composed of Japanese and Foreign Consular 
ofllocr*. Six of them were sentenced to 10 days imprisonment in irons in 
the Japanese gaol, and six to thirty days. 


jj b ihips Salamit and Barreea left for China on the Oth instant. 
H » The Salami* with Admiral Kellet on board, goes to Chefoo, the 
Barr*$a to Shanghai. The French frigate Venue left the following day. 
HJf. ironclad Ocean, whioh arrived on the 14th, is expected to go to 
Nagasaki to await the Admiral's orders. 


r r Yedo, with a view to relieving some of the existing distress, the 
Goremznent has ordered the deepening or a portion of the outer moat 
cf the Castle, opposite one of the YaahOdes of Prince Mito. All who 
ohoose to work at it may; the plan adopted being that every one who 
carries the mud from the water's edge to the place where it is to be 
thrown has to pass a certain narrow space, where stands an officer who 
drops a single cash on each load. The number of men, women and 
children of all ages so earning wages to keep them from starvation is 
prodigious., 


F ■ TOWARDS the conclusion of the late war, an explosion ha ppened nam 
-*■ board the Feman ee , one of the Imperial men of war, which etmt rel 
her to sink. She was raised.aome months ago, by the Japanese without 
any foreign assistance, and having been docked and refitted, is now ready 
for sea. 


A PUBLIC recreation ground is being laid out in Yedo, at a spot which 
oommands one of the finest and most extensive views of the city; 
and we are informed that much of the ground formerly oovered by the 
houses Tycoon's of retainers—hatamotoa, is to be cleared and planted 
with mulberry trees. 

T HE most prominent local incident that has happened in Yokohama 
ainoe our last issue, has been the death of Captain Gilfillan, whilst 
undergoing an operation under the influence of chloroform. Deceased 
having been unwell for some time previously, had taken a trip into the 
country with some friends; but having no appetite, and consequently 
being unable to eat, bad not the strength to perform the journey, as he 
essayed to do, on horseback. On his way back he was so exhausted, that 
he fell from his horse and dislocated his shoulder. He was brought into 
the settlement in a Japanese can go, and taken to the International hotel* 
In the afternoon of the following day Dr. Dalliston was sent for, and 
tried to set the shoulder—but the pain was so great that Capt. Gflflllaa 
declared be could not bear it It was determined therefore to admii^»ter 
chloroform ; and there being several persons present, one of whom in 
particular, had both experienced its effects on himself, and used it in the 
case of others, Dr. Dalliston proceeded with the operation. Altogether 
about an ounce and a quarter was administered, when, without any Mnd 
of warning, although aooording to the evidence at an enquiry that was 
held next day before H. B. M. Consul, every care was taken short of 
sending for another medical assistant, the action of the heart suddenly 
stopped, and with s gasp, life became extinct. All that oould be done 
then was immediately put in action, but without result The enquiry 
took rather the fbrm of a preliminary trial of Dr. Dalliston than of a 
Coroner'* inquest—and instead of examining him as the principal wit¬ 
ness, the Consul warned him that anything he might say might be used 
against him, but not in his favour; so that the Jury had not the advan¬ 
tage of hearing the only competent witness as to the cause of death. The 
verdict brought in, in dead opposition to the evidence both of the medi¬ 
cal witnesses and of those who were present, who knew anything about 
chloroform, was that the death arose from the effects of chl or of o rm ad¬ 
ministered by Dr. Dalliston without a proper degree of oare. The Consul 
then bound over Dr. Da^iston in very heavy sureties to appear if called 
upon to take his trial for ‘-'wilful homicide." The decision and every¬ 
thing connected with the Consul's action in respect of the trial has met 
with universal reprobation throughout the entire settlement. 
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ever the great 
public works of 
antiquity, to be 
found in each of 
the great divisi¬ 
ons of the globe, 
that we allude to 
when we speak 
of enterprise— 
so much as that 
wonderful spirit 
which led men 
to deliberately 
calculate 


upon, 
seek out, and en¬ 
counter all sorts 
of peril and dif¬ 
ficulty in order 
to carry out un¬ 
dertakings, the 
objects of which 
were profit to 
themselves or 
their country; 
and of this, few 
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V ™HU8B is tco often ^PP 080 ^ to be some new 

■\ kffij thing; a sign of the present times; as if the world 
hnd heretofore been slumbering, and was only now 
waking up to exertion and to life. Nothing is 
1 more common than to hear people speak of the as¬ 
tounding progress of this century as denoting a wonderful spirit 
of enterprise; but looking back to the long past, and to countries 
whose inhabitants are now apparently quite out of the race, 
we see that works were undertaken and accomplished, which 
cause most modern works to sink into inttignifiran m j under¬ 
taken too, with means so inadequate as compared with the 
appliances of to-day, that they are viewed with wonder and 
admiration by all—wonder shared most by the scientific men 
of our age, who know the difficulties that had to be overcome. 

It is not how- 


countries in the 


A Bluff Residence. 


world have seen more marked instances than this island of the 
Pacific in which our lot has been cast. The Portuguese first, 
followed by the Spaniards, the Dutch, and lastly by the Eng¬ 
lish, shewed an amount of vigorous intrepidity in establishing 
relations with this country, that seems almost fabulous; and 
the first-named established a position here which brings the 
long closed, almost unknown Japan into a prominence in the 
estimation of foreigners such as no other Asiatic nation attains. 

The same characteristics as are exhibited even now by the 
people in their eagorness to embrace the learning and civiliza¬ 
tion of the West, were displayed then, in the ease with which 
they saw through the folly of their own superstitions, and re¬ 
ceived the doctrines of Christianity from the Portugese Jesuits. 
And what gives a special and enduring interest to them is the 

_ fact, that when 

persecuted to a 
greater extent 
than almost any 
other Christians 
ever were for 
religion’s sako, 
they were 
staunch. One 
author tells us 
that such was 
the desire for the 
martyr’s crown, 
that the Jesuit 
fathers could not 
restrain it. The 
letters of the 
missionaries to 
Rome contained 
“little but hor¬ 
rible accounts of 
tortures and mar¬ 
tyrdoms, min , 
gled indeed with 
abundant exul- 

______ tations over the 

esidxnce. firmness andeven 
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the jubilant spirit with 
which the victims met 
their fate—now by 
crucifixion, now by the 
axe, and now by fire.” 

And the same author 
tells us u infinite were 
the prayers, the austeri¬ 
ties, the fasts, the pen¬ 
itential exercises, to 
which the Japanese 
converts resorted in 
hopes to appease the 
wrath of Heaven. Even 
infants at the breast 
were made to bear 
their share in them 
being allowed to nurse 
but once a day, in the 
hope that God would be 
moved by the cries of 
these fasting innocents 
to grant peace to His 
church.” 

The Portuguese 
opened communica¬ 
tions with Japan, for 
religion’s sake, altho’ 
the missionaries were 
accompanied and fol¬ 
lowed by merchants 
who established a pro¬ 
fitable trade. The 
Spaniards never found 
an equally firm foot¬ 
ing, and their com¬ 
ing led to all the mis¬ 
chief that was dono. But the Dutch and English in Japan, 
as throughout the Indian and eastern waters, pushed their 
commerce. 

It Is a remarkable feature that although this was as recent¬ 
ly as within the past three centuries, all of these enterprising 
nations whilst seeking enrichment by eastern trade, were ever 
battling among themselves; accusing each other to the rulers 
of- the nations whose trade they wished to monopolise, of all 
kinds of crimes and duplicity. Thus the Portuguese re¬ 
presented the Dutch as nothing but pirates and free-booters 
under the guise of traders; and told the Emperor (we suppose 
the 8hogoon) that their principal trade was in the prizes they 
captured. Through the good offices of Adams, the English 
pilot, who had found great favour at Court, and taught the 
Japanese many useful European arts in connection with ship¬ 
ping and navigation, these representations failed of any effect; 
but although the Dutch had thus reaped the benefit of an 
Englishman’s pleading, and secured the desired permission to 
trade, they forgot this good service when an t English venture 
arrived, and forbade the natives to have any dealings with the 


new-comers, on pain of 
death. At this time 
the Dutch East India 
Company was far more 
wealthy than the Eng¬ 
lish, and was deter¬ 
mined to establish a 
monopoly throughout 
the entire east, similar 
to that hitherto enjoy¬ 
ed by Portugal. No 
captain therefore left 
any European port in 
those days, without 
porviding himself with 
an armament and 
fighting men; and hard 
ly any escaped the ne¬ 
cessity of using them. 
Under those circum¬ 
stances was trade 
opened with Japan; 
and the profit to be 
derived from the ad¬ 
ventures may be esti¬ 
mated by the fact that 
hot only was all this 
expense to be incurred, 
and the risk of loss 
by shipwreck endured, 
but the voyage itself 
from Europe to J apan 
occupied fully a year 
—often much more; 
and the returns of the 
entire voyage out and 
home could not be ex¬ 
pected under three years. 

Of the determination on the part of the Dutch ■ to keep the 
English out of the market we have bitter complaints. The 
cargo of the first ship that arrived from England consisted 
principally of cloth which the Dutch had previously been ob¬ 
taining about seventeen dollars a yard for. The English cap¬ 
tain did not wish to spoil the market, and asked the Dutch 
company to come to an arrangement respecting the price. He 
refused and sold large quantities at a ruinously low price. 
The English had already taken a godown to serve as a “ fac¬ 
tory;” and they were obliged to leave the goods there with 
certain employes, to sell them when opportunity served. 

The charge of piracy so frequently brought against the Chi¬ 
nese of the present, might, wo fear, have been with equal truth 
brought against the Dutch and English of those days. 
The English accused the Dutch of capturing Chinese junks, 
themselves flying the English flag, and thus bringing it into disre¬ 
pute. The Dutch made a similar charge against fhe English, de¬ 
claring that they committed such acts under the Dutch flag; 
and we are told that both nations captured all they could. 


mm 
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Two centuries and a half ago all this was going on. Time 
which works changes in everything has been true to its tradi¬ 
tions here. It has worked wonders. Throughout the east, 
the Dutch succeeded in displacing the brave and enterprising 
Portuguese. And subsequently were themselves supplanted 
by their old competitors, the English. The company that 
wrought so powerfully for Holland is still in existence in a 
modified form, and is still represented in Japan. The com¬ 
pany that represented tho enterprise of England in these days 
was the means of adding to England’s crown its most valued 
gem—the richest possession over which any European sove¬ 
reign has sway. But as a trading company it is long since de¬ 
funct. It was found that its action—though per as full of vi¬ 
gour, full of enterprise—proved an incubus on the general in¬ 
terests of Commerce. The monopoly was therefore swept 
away, and then arose that active spirit of honourable rivalry 
which has added so vastly to the wealth of the world. We 
say “of the world” advisedly—for although individuals suf¬ 
fered through the breaking through of the old monopolies—the 
great mass of traders beuefitted largely; and the full develop¬ 
ment of free trade in all its various branches has admitted all 
nations to bear a share in the enormous trade of Great Britain, 
to their mutual advantage. 

There was a time when we thought that free trade would be 
a fine thing for Japan. Under its present circumstances we 
are not of that opinion, but we believe that the time may come 
when it is so. At present we desire that the road of enter¬ 
prise on which they have fairly entered, may be traversed 
cautiously. But they will find it much to their interest to 
study the history of the nations with whom their own tradi¬ 
tions are most intermixed, and found their plans of action on 
the natural deductions. Holland, though small, has ever been 
able to hold a free and independent position among nations by 
reason of the wealth which the enterprise of its merchants ac¬ 
cumulated, and the bravery of its warriors protected. Great 
Britain, sea-girt like Japan and no larger, occupies her pre- 
aent position, not only by her commerce and her bravery, but 
by the high character of her merchants and her justiciary, and 
the generous and impartial manner in which she deals with all 
the world. Every man of every nationality knows that in a 
British Court he will obtain an honest judgment, whether for 
or against him; and that, under all circumstances, the dishon¬ 
est dealer must be judged at the bar of public opinion as well 
as by the legal tribunal; and condemnation is sure to follow 
any reprehensible transaction. 

By comparing the position of the commercial powers with 
that of the military, a lesson may be learnt which of all others 
Japan most requires. 

Amongst the greatest advances she could make would be to 
encourage individual enterprise among her people. They are 
fast learning the lessons of commerce. It is for the govern¬ 
ment to facilitate their carrying them out to their fullest, most 
natural and most profitable extent. 

SThc illustrations. 

T he illustrations in the present number require little further 
description than is given in their titles and in the “ Canoe 
trip." The view on the river of our friends just “ taking to the 
boat," and the up-river view above Tana, in the direction of Oung- 


onra are described in the notes of the up-river trip; the village 
of Atsungi from the river more properly belongs to the trip down 
the river which was undertaken the following day, and which 
will be described, and illustrated by some very interesting views 
including one of Inoeima, in our next. 

44 The British Minister’s residence on the Bluff, Yokohama,” 
is the large house to the left in the picture; the house to the 
right is that of the Secretary of H. B. M/s Legation ; but as 
the present holder of that important poet, is generally resident 
in Yedo, there is a talk of the house being appropriated as the 
residence of Sir Edmund Hornby, the Chief Judge of H. B. M. 
Supreme Court for China and Japan, who is expected by the 
next steamer. 

The small picture entitled 14 A Bluff Residence,” represents 
the house belonging to Admiral Sir Henry Keppel, K. C. B., 
and in which he resided during the short time he was able to 
be in Yokohama towards the latter period of his command in 
these regions. From its situation and its proprietor, the bluff 
and brave old seaman, it is doubly entitled to the name we 
have given it. 


MIDZIYA, OR WATER COOLIE. 

hese men are in request in by far the greater portion of the 
foreign settlement of Yokohama. In most cases they are paid 
a small sum monthly to supply a certain quantity of water daily ; 
whilst in other cases, they are regularly engaged with the other 
servants of the house, and are employed in all the heavy or 
coolie work, in addition to their water carrying. The ground 
on which Yokohama was built originally was always terra ftrma, 
and beautiful spring water is fonnd at a depth of a few feet 
below the surface ; but the larger portion of the settlement 
now, is ground reclaimed from a salt swamp; consequently there 
is nothing but salt water to be obtained by digging, and the 
supply for these quarters has to be brought a considerable dis¬ 
tance. In all the streets of the towns and villages throughout 
Japan arc large public wells, from which anyone may draw 
water on a payment of a very trifling sum; and generally these 
are the sources of supply. But recently an enterprising French¬ 
man, M. Gerard, has completed the laying down of pipes, 
through which he conveyB very superior water from the gullies 
about a mile from the settlement, into the centre of the re¬ 
claimed ground. In ftiture, therefore, the supply will be un¬ 
failing in all season s, which it can hardly be &aid to have been 
hitherto; and as the price is low, no donbt, all will use the 
soft water from the hills. But the midziyas will still be to the 
fore, as he makes use of them to carry water to the houses, in 
preference to allowing it to be laid on by pipes. There have 
been one or two water schemes started; but M. Gerard went 
to work and has been at great cost to complete his undertaking. 
His trouble, outlay, and above all his public spirit, have been 
conspicuous, and we trust will be found to be renulucrative. 

&hc Jlcrjod. 

T HE Bluff Public Gardens, which were got up some four or fire 
months ago with some difficulty, are now in a state of incertitude, by 
reason of the differences of opinion among the members of Committee. 
Mr, W. H. Smith, who undoubtably was the moving spirit in their con- 
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* tnaction, and who was one of the gentlemen elected on the Committee 
by the shareholders, considers that the gardens might be occasionally 
let for certain national and public fttes, thus making them well known 
and popular. His colleagues did not agree in this view, and preferred 
keeping the gardens for their generally understood legitimate purposes. 
The result has been the resignation of Mr. Smith. It is a step much to 
be regretted, as he has shewn more interest, and. been more active in the 
carrying out of this garden scheme than any man amongst us ; and we 
do hot think that he is equal to himself when he retires on such grounds. 
The garden although nominally the property of shareholders, were sub* 
scribed for with no view of investment ; but with the expectation of 
seeing a valuable public resort established among us. As a matter of 
course, such an institution must be managed by a Committee, who are 
all responsible to the shareholders for the mode in which they manage, 
and in all committees the majority must carry the day. We cannot but 
express our regret that Mr. Smith has considered it necessarry to resign." 


S EVERAL fi ees have occumed in Yedo, one of considerable extent. 

More than one prince's yashiki has been entirely destroyed ; that of 
the Prince of Tayesu, the father of the child who was named as the head 
of the Tokugawa clan when the late Shiogun was deposed. But the 
greatest loss of all is in the fine timber that has been destroyed ; some 
of the pine trees being amongst the finest and most venerable specimens 
to be found in the country. 


A very unusual case has lately occurred in Yokohama, requiring re¬ 
ference to H. B. M.'s Minister. Two British subjects, Messrs. Howies 
and Black, engineers, becoming bankrupts, an American subject in their 
employ took possession of a quantity of their goods and chattels for some 
of his own. The assignee in the estate applied to the U. 8. Consular 
Court for recovery of them, but before the case was tried, he obtained 
possession, and so refused to prosecute any further claim through the 
Court. By the recommendation or order of the British Consul, he then 
put certain persons in possession on behalf of tbe creditors, the property 
bring attached under the hand and seal of H. B. M.’s Consul. The U.S. 
Consul, however, sent his Marshal, who with some policemen forcibly 
entered the premises. The matter having been put into the hands of 
Mr. Ross Johnson, the Barrister, application was made to H. B. M. 
Minister for redress—for that: 

41 Certain parties not amenable to the jurisdiction of Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Judicial Courts of Japan, and pretending to act in the name of 
the authorities of two friendly powers, to wit, the United States of 
America, and of the Empire of Japan, have done and committed ; 

M Firstly : A criminal trespass upon my clients lands and premises, 
breaking bis close and burglariously entering, by forcing bis gates and 
assaulting bis servant 

“ Secondly : The said parties have violently assaulted and falsely im¬ 
prisoned my said client. 

Thirdly: The said parties have w^fully, criminally, and unlawfully 
removed property attached by Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul by an 
instrument, bearing his hand and seal; which said acta arc flagrant 
violations of all International and municipal law and comity. 

•‘And I most respectfully request yojr Excellency will take such steps 
as sha’ 1 compel prompt and complete redress, satisfaction and compensa¬ 
tion for my client, Ac.” 

This has led to an apology be’’rg required of the American Consul, but 
tbe case is not yet fully settled. 


mHE Yokohama General Chamber of Commerce held its half- 
yearly meeting at its rooms No. 59, on the 29th ulto. The statis¬ 
tics accompanying the 41 Report,” shcw*an increase in the value of Im¬ 
ports over those of the same period last year— i.c. from 1st of January to 
30th of June—of upwards of $5,000,000; arising from the large importa¬ 
tions of rice. 


I N the P. M. 8. Japan which left on the 22nd July, Mr. Lowdcr, late 
H. B. M. Acting Consul here, proceeded to England on leave of ab¬ 
sence. It is his purpose to study at one of the Inns of Court and be call¬ 
ed to the Bar, before his return, to qun’ify himself for the highest Con¬ 
sular appointments. 


F REEMASONRY flourishes all through the cast, but in no place more 
than in Yokohama, considering its size. On Friday, the 29th ulto., 
the installation of Brother Mitchell, as W. M. of the 0 Tento-sama Lodge 
for the ensuing year, took place in the Masonic Hall, Brother P. M. Dallas 
officiating. The brethren assembled to the number of between 70 and 
80; and after the proceedings had terminated, about 70 sat down to sup¬ 
per. The new W. M. occupied the chair and performed his duties ad¬ 
mirably. The usual Masonic toasts were gone through—Brother Mty- 
chell’s health being drunk with especial enthusiasm ; and a number of 
capital songs were sung, among which were a few by some French 
brethren present that fairly carried off the palm. Ihe chair was vacated 
at midnight, and the very pleasant evening terminated in love, peace and 
harmony. 

A CANOE CRUISE. 

From Tana, Up-river, and then via Inosima and Kanasawa 
to Yokohama. 

HE following account of a trip t$ken by two gentlemen in 
their canoes, on the 18th and 19th June will be perused 
with interest by many of our readers. The long holiday trips 
of Mr. McGregor over many of the European waters first im¬ 
parted a taste for this kind of travelling; and tho Canoeing 
club which was got up by Mr. McGregor and his friends, have 
familiarized the Tiome public with such trips. That described 
below is the first ever undertaken in Japan. The Canoe of 
the writer, is one recently imported from home, with all the 
latest improvements in sails, paddles, cooking apparatus, &c. 
Our two friends sent their canoes overland, by coolies, to Tana 
on the slope of the hills about twenty four miles from this, 
and there commenced their journey. 

Tana, 18th June, 1870. A glorious summer’s morning, 
every leaf sparkling with dew as we took a most charming 
stroUout through the village by the up-river road, skirting 
the ■SSTbank with its groves of bamboo, tea and mulberry 
hedges, until we reached a splendidly wooded knoll, com¬ 
manding an extensive view of some six miles in a westerly 
direction, the site of our to-day’s cruise. *An expansive valley 
lay before us, down through which tho Sagami wound its way 
over an extensive bed of loose stones, about a quarter of a mile 
wide, some 100 yards of which only were occupied by the 
river, which edged its way alternately from right to left. The 
one side of this valley was bounded by a steep wooded bank, 
under which the river eddied in deep silent pools, reflecting in 
their clear depths the dense foliage of the overhanging shrub¬ 
bery ; then from the top of this bank the country extended in 
an almost unbroken line of midberry plateaus in the Hatcho- 
jee direction. 

To the opposite and left side long sweeps of cultivated spurs 
of hills extended up to and backed by bold wooded mountains 
forming the outer ridge of the Ooyama range, with pretty 
clumps of trees and cottages here and there dotting the scene. 

The charm of this lovely view was heightened by the home¬ 
recalling note9 of the wood pigeons in the copse behind us; 
and away below could be traced country girls with their 
baskets for faggots and grass strapped on their backs, wend¬ 
ing their way along the narrow threads of beaten paths across 
the loose stone9 to an occasional ferry, their laughter and 
songs being wafted to us by the morning breeze. Stationary 
fishermen also dotted the edg<* of the stream here and there, 

• See illustration, page 
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whilst one might be seen with a long pole across his shoulder, 
on either end of which were perched two or three tame cor¬ 
morants also on their way to the river side for their day’s 
grocatfon. 


gress was but slow for the first hour or so. We at last reached 
a lovely pool some 500 yards in length,! a paddle on which 
and along the beautiful wooded banks quite made up for the 
previous hard work, the air being quite laden with the scent 



Tailino to the Canoes. 


8 a.m. found us down at the noisy nver side, and our of numerous white and yellow lilies peering out of the dense 
canoes awaiting us in a branch of the stream. A long stretch foliage, and pretty little cascades came showering down 
of rapids lay for at least a mile before us, to combat through the lower shrubbery. 


which we had to set to work and tow our craft up the This luxurious mode of travelling, as may be presumed, 



I 


AT8UNOI—OoYAMA IN THE DISTANCE. 


edge of the stream; this was by no means pleasant work 
°*ing to the loose stony bank, over which walking alone 
was quite an undertaking much more so having boats iq tow; 
and a wading shoe having been lost in the torrent, our pro- 


did not last very long, for we soon found ourselves at the foot 
of still worse rapids, in shooting across which we got into a 
series of eddies that at first whipped us off down stream, until 
t—See Illustration page 
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suddenly meeting a pounter whirlpool, we were shot round 
in an opposite direction, the suddenness and the pace quite 
taking our breath away for a few seconds ; and this was 
only a alight sample of what we saw before us in the shape of 
rapid broken water. Taking refuge in a deep, clear and in¬ 
tensely oold pool, apparently issuing from an under spring, as 
the temperature and colour of the water were totally differ¬ 
ent from that of the river itself, we landed to reconnoitre the 
course ahead of us: there we were witness of an extraordinarily 
exciting fishing scene of natives and cormorants. First came 
two men alternately jumping and swimming down the rapids, 
eometimee only knee deep, sometimes with nothing but their 
large straw hats visible above the stream, and going at a pace 
perfectly regardless of the rocks or force of the torrent, dragging 
with them a broad stretch of netting ; following them was a 
large flock of some 30 or 40 cormorants, most assiduously 
appearing and disappearing in their dives, apparently after 
vagrant fish. In their rear came more men also joining 
in the-reckless chase, and threshing the water with poles and 
planks. They were past us in a few seconds, and we eventu¬ 
ally saw them finish their haul in the pool we had just pad- 
died over—the whole flock of cormorants most obediently com¬ 
ing to land when called by the men. It was most amusing to 
watch the eagerness with which these birds joined in the 
chase as long as it lasted, and the utterly indifferent manner 
in which they came to shore and availed themselves of the 
annshine to plume themselves. Whilst some stood perfectly 
mute with their wingB outstretched to the breeze, another group 
were gabbling away to each other in their harsh gutteral notes, 
all apparently perfectly contented with their present mode of 
existence. At this point in the river found that by trans¬ 
porting our boats across an intervening bank we might save 
ourselves half an hour’s hard work of towing; this we' did, 
and, alternately shouldering each other’s craft every hundred 
yards, get safely over to the opposite side. Here again con¬ 
stant rushes and drops in the river kept us hard at work tow¬ 
ing for another hour, when we had the satisfaction of alighting 
on another deep, quiet reach where we moored our canoes 
alongside some rocks, off which we had some capital headers, 
and a refreshing swim then setting to work, we cooked an 
excellent breakfast, with the aid of our capital Httle apparatus. 
A couple of plates of hot soup, Irish stew and poached 
eggs were served up in a few minutes. 

We had flattered ourselves that we had dodged the natives 
by encamping on this inaccessible bank of the river, but they 
managed to espy us and somehow came across in their flat 
bottomed boats, soon forming an ad m i rin g group of oountry 
boys and girls, who were, however, very well behaved and 
apparently highly astonished at our craft and cooking. 

About noon wo again set to work, towing up some very 
rough rapids; the river swept down with terrific force un¬ 


der a steep forest-dad range of hills, and at one place it push¬ 
ed into a sharp, precipitous gorge in the mountains, where the 
torrent came to a dead stoppage, eddying out in formidable 
whirlpools, through which we were of opinion it would have 
been almost impossible for our tiny craft to have lived. 

Another >wdf hour’s towing brought us out on the Oung* 
oura reach, the site of the cross ferry from Hatchogee, and 
just 6 miles above Tana, up which a fresh breeze was blow¬ 
ing, to which we gladly set sail and span away at a rattling 
pace over the light tide running. Passing the beautiful scenery 
of the ferry and round some noble rocks, here forming a bend 
in the river, a magnificent view opened out of the rapid stream 
wending its way between densely wooded hills ooyered with 
forests from the river side to their summits. 

We were now fairly amongst the Ooyama range of moun¬ 
tains, and much regretted that time would not admit of a fur¬ 
ther exploration of this most interesting, and to Europeans, 
unknown country ; as from the native map we oould trace the 
river away through these hills, taking its Source as far inland 
to the westward as Fusiyama itself. 

Here at 3 p.x., after having landed and stretched our legs, 
we put our boats to rights preparatory to the voyage down, 
and decided on not attempting to drop down and pass the 
gorge and its whirlpools. 

So after paddling back past Oung-oura, we took up to the 
left of the river and where its course was diverted up a large 
weir, ending in a series of mill streams and another weir—an of 
which gave us a rather lively time of it, transporting our 
canoes over the drops in the weirs—with any amount of bump¬ 
ing over shallow branches and jumping in and out of our 
craft to lighten them over the brooks. 

4 p.m. once more saw us safely launched on the broad river, 
away down which we went at a tremendous pace, having 
great excitement in the rough seas of the rapids, leaping up 
us high as our shoulders on either side, but oddly enough 
few of them broke fairly over us or our craft. 

A very fair estimate may be formed of the stiffness of our 
morning’s work, and the force of the stream from the fact that 
we dropped back to Tana in an hour, over ground that we had 
taken no less than five hours to ascend; in fact it was quite 
a pleasant novelty being thus able to retain our seats, and 
enjoy the luxury of floating down with a six knot current; 
more particularly as our feet were in a sad state of irritability, 
after so much toiling over the loose and slippery stones of the 
morning’s trip. 

Soon after at 5 p.x. we landed at Tana, and having sent for 
our coolies had our boats carried safely up to “Yoshi- 
diah,” the tea-house; settled down comfortably, preparatory to 
our anticipated long journey of to-morrow. 

(To be Continued.J 
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YOKOHAMA, TUE8DAY, AUGU8T 16 th, 1870. [Sihol* Copy $1.00] 


[Vol. I, No. VI. 


« \ ORCED into a portion which at the outeet was in 
\ the highest degree onpalateable to them, it is hard 
\ to oyer-estimate the good sense and so far as it is 
' possible to form a judgment, the good faith of the 
Government of Japan with regard to foreigners. 
With a prudence which may well be characterised as enlight¬ 
enment, the Mikado’s ministers have adopted a policy to which 
the Court of the Mikado had always offered the greatest 
opposition; a policy which, under the 8hiogunate, was the 
very one that brought about the rerolution through which 
the country has passed. And it must be admitted that the 
comfort of foreigners is wonderfully enhanced thereby. A 
contemporary, the Japan Mail , gives an instance of the loyalty 
with which the present rulers of Japan are acting towards us: 

M It appears that immediately on receipt of the disastrous news of the 
Tientsin massacre, the authorities at Yeao communicated with the local 
governments of the ports where foreigners are settled, advising them of 
the occ u rrence, and commenting in decided terms on the folly of the 
Chinese, and on the just indignation of foreigners of every nationality. 
• It Is possible/ the letter proceeded to say, 1 that ignorant or ill-disposed 
persons may attempt to take advantage of the news of this massacre to 


stir up the prejudices of the lower class of the people against foreigners, 
and excite mem to imitate the pernicious example of the Chinese.' In 
case of the appearance of any such symptoms, the local authorities are in¬ 
structed to take most stringent measures for the maintenance of order, 
not hesitating to use force if necessary." 

This is doubly gratifying. First, as it shows the people 
that the Government takes oogniz&noe of what passes outside 
of Japan, and reoogniaes the effect which doings in one country 
often produce in another. Seoondly, as it strongly confirms 
and justifies the confidence of thoee who have been disposed 
to cast off their doubts and rely on the fidelity of the Mikado 
and thoee who govern in his name. The reign of the young 
Emperor now occupying august supremacy in Japan will mark 
an era in the history of his oountry, which will oenturies hence 
be spoken of with respect and admiration, surpassing that 
hitherto solely accorded to Iyeyas; and in this certainty, it is 
for foreigners to acknowledge with unfeigned satisfaction the 
successive evidences of the increased stability of their position 
in the oountry, by the care taken of them and the measures 
adopted for their security. 
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Hoars 38 , children and servants, nr the garden of the Hotel, Tana. 


FRANCE AND PRUS8IA. 

B Y the 8. 8. Waver ley, on the 14th inst., telegrams arrived 
announcing that war has been declared between France and 
Prussia. It is said that the reason is, the refusal of the King 
of Prussia to give a promise to the Emperor that the Prince of 
Hohenzollern shall not again become a candidate for the throne 
of 8pain. 

Jllustrafoms. 


T HE “City of Yedo” as she lies off the wharf close to 
the Yedo Hotel, and the Hotel itself, taken from the same 
spot on the wharf, are two pictures in our present num¬ 
ber connected with the catastrophe of the 1st August, an 
aocount of which is given in other columns. The steamer lies 
on her starboard side with her bow up-stream—her funnel 
and all connected with it} the bridge, and a great portion of 
her decks blown out of her, and the paddle boxes broken. 
8ome of the fire-bars from under the furnace lie aft by the 
taffrail; whilst her engine, although much twisted, broken 
and dismembered, still retains its original position. The prin¬ 
cipal force of the steam seems to have exerted itself fore 
and aft. It was sufficiently powerful perpendicularly to 
damage the engine as described, and to throw the bridge over¬ 
board with the captain upon it, but the fore part of the boiler 
was shot horizontally through the partitions into the fore 
cabin, crushing everything that came in its wav, and finally 
being brought up in a slanting position, its end uppermost. 
Under this portion were several Dodies found. The after part 
of the engine not only tore up the deck, but was so dispersed 
that mere fragments of it have been found. The steamer was 
the property of Mr. C. J. Hoyt, who has recently left this place, 
it is supposed for Australia, having appointed his brother, 
Hr. O. W. Hoyt, his representative here. We have not heard 
what it is intended to do with the hull—but cannot suppose it 
is worth putting other machinery into. Probably, therefore, 
it will be sold for the benefit of the concerned, as the vessel 
was insured. 


THE YEDO HOTEL.* 

r rro this large building the wounded by the explosioa 
were conveyed, and their wants attended to. 

The Hotel is situated fronting the water, from which it is 
divided by a narrow slip of prettily laid out garden. It wss 
originally intended by the Japanese government to prepare for 
the opening of Yedo to foreigners, by building this large hostel- 
rie, to whicn all might go and find ample accommodation; and if 
it had been well and lioerally conducted, perhaps their calcu¬ 
lation might have been justified; as it is certainly more com¬ 
fortable to have nicely furnished apartments in an airy cheerful 
European building, than to adapt one’s self to Japanese houses 
of thin boards and paper, closely surrounded, and without any 
kind of real accommodation. It was ultimately made a “job” 
of, however, by being given over (for a consideration) to a 
private speculator, who got up a Japanese company, consisting 
of tradesmen of the city; and it tnus became a kind of mo¬ 
nopoly of a very objectionable character. The shareholders 
were generally men who had articles to supply that foreigners 
require, and considered that if any other tradesmen brought 
goods to the hotel, even though purchased at their shops, 
a certain levy was justifiable ; so that at one time it was im¬ 
possible, and even now it is difficult, to induce outside shop¬ 
keepers to send purchases to the hotel. The proprietors 
engaged a foreigner as manager, but so tied his hands that he 
could do but little towards removing annoyances that visitors 
were exposed to. At one time there was a fine large billiard 
room with two good tables, and a general sitting-room—but 
now there is only a single table in an ordinary sized room, 
and there is no sitting-room—although there are upwards of 
80 rooms in the building. The American and 8panish Consuls 
have apartments in the hotel, and display their national 
ensigns; and had only ordinary liberality been displayed by 
the proprietors they might have secured most of the foreigners 
resident in Yedo as boarders and probably lodgers as well; 
but as it is, a French restaurant has been established which 
takes the majority of the custom. The laree building has a 
semi-deserted appearance, and so long as the Japaneee pro- 
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interfere as they do with the foreign manager (who is 
*^fYthing that is obliging and thoroughly competent), they 
€Bm not hope for real success for their speculation. 

The numerous empty rooms allowed of ample accommoda¬ 
tion being found for the sufferers by the explosion of the 
City of Yodo'i boiler, and for some days the hotel was turned 
into an hospital. Gradually, however, all the patients have 
removed, and it has now resumed its wonted appearance. 

TANA. 

E OUR picture* are given a* taken a* oonnected with the 
canoe trip. The village of Tana, from the height*; View 
taken from die hotel; The hotel garden, with the mistress of 
the house, two children, four hotel servant* and an old gar- 
dener. The weather was so bad that it was impossible for our 
artist to fret good artistic pictures—and he was obliged to 
forego the down river views altogether. Inowma also was so 
constantly covered with mist, that he was obliged to defer 
i.lin p. it until another opportunity. The temples at Kamakura 
weretaken in passing overland to KanasaWa A small picture 
of these has already been given, but as all these temples, with 
the exception of Hatchiman-sama (on the top of the long 
flight of steps), are sold to carpenters in Yokohama, and are 
actually in course of demolition, our artist thought a full-sized 
plate of them would be acceptable to our readers. They 
Vm ^ that the courtyard, which used to be so quiet, is now 


* will see tnattne courvyam, wmvu w ^ h 

i occupied by old women’s stalls, and noisy children are playing 
there All the lower temples have lost their intenor deoora- 
I tions and altars, except one—that with the large prayer cylin- 

• der_and that is closed. Ichabod! Truly the glory of Kamakura 

has now departed, and in a few days the temples depicted on 
page 4 will be things of the past. 


$he $et[iod. 


T HE 1st of August will in future be essentially a black letter day in 
the annals of the intercourse between Yedo and Yokohama. For 
nearly two yean the communications have been increasing, and not only 
do we see that the road, hitherto innooent of wheels, is now covered with 
wheeled vehicles of many descriptions from the four horse coach to the 
cne bone chaise, but steamboats have been plying regularly, and both 
by land and ae& the paseengen have been legion. One of the steamers 
was owned solely by foreigners, the others by Japanese. The former was 
built here, and was the first boat of her sire and capacity turned out by 
oar local yards. Her boiler was high-pressure, and of peculiar construc¬ 
tion, and had recently been overhauled, and had new pipes throughout, 
by professional boiler-maken. For many months she had been running 
trith somewhat defective tubes, but with care, the boiler hod held out, 
and we doubt not that with care it would have continued to do its work 
without danger ; but the carelessness or ignorance of a man, evidently no 
engineer, but who was permitted to act os such, led to a disaster of a 
most fatal character. On Monday, afternoon, the 1st of August, just os 
the vessel was unmooring at the Hatoba, Yedo, to start for Yokohama, 
the boiler blew up, burling nearly or quite 150 persons into the water, 
wounding almost every one, and killing on American missionary Mr. 
Cornea, his wife, one of their infant children and their English nurse¬ 
maid, Mr. Cassidy the acting-engineer, and very many Japanese. The 
moment the noise of the explosion was heard, all the foreigners in the 
aettlement,, and great numbers of natives rushed down to the wharf to 
ascertain the amount of damage done, and afford relief to the sufferers. 
The first on board was an eminent Japanese surgeon—Dr. Mats’moto,— 
educated at the Dutch hospital, Nagasaki, and formerly Attached to the 
Chart of the Tycoon—who happened to be walking with Mr. Schnell in 
the garden of the Hotel, close to which is the wharf at which the accident 
happened. He was quickly followed by others, Japanese and foreigners, 
and all outstrove each other to rescue the wounded, most of whom were 
■troughng in the water, and to ascertain whether there were any bodies 
on board. They found but few. The boiler had exploded laterally, 


month's old—belonging to Mr. and Mra. Comes lying slightly scalded, 
and no distance from it, the dead nurse. Baron von 8iebold. of the Eng¬ 
lish Legation, was early on board and found the body of Mr. Comes quite 
nude—his face scarcely recognisable, his breast laid open and his heart 
actually across his neck. He also found Mrs. Comes and her eldest 
child about 18 months old ; besides Mary Simmons, a young girl 13 year* 
of age, the daughter of a soldier in H.M. 10th Regiment who was nurse, 
maid with Mrs. Coroes. The Engineer’s body was found the next day- 
and nmny Japanese were found in the cabin under the portion of the 
boiler. Several Japanese were drowned or so injured by the explosion as 
not to be taken out of the water alive. The woanded were quickly as possi¬ 
ble conveyed into the Yedo Hotel, which for the nonoe was converted 
into a vast hospital. Dr. Wheeler, R. N. of H. B. M.’s Legation, was sent 
for and lost no time in responding to the summons, and from that time, 
so long as there remained a sufferer in the house, he was unremitting in 
his devotion to the wounded. Telegrams reached Yokohama about 4.30 
P.M., and Dr. Orton, of H. M/s 1st 10th Regiment, Dr. de Jong, and 
others hastened up—and though four or five hours had elapsed and Dr. 
Mats'mo'o and Dr. Wheeler hod been hard at work since the disaster, so 
numerous and so bad were the wounded, that all found plenty to do all 
through the night. The Japanese proprietors of the hotel, at first shewed 
no great willingness to receive the wounded ; and probably they may be 
somewhat excused, when it is considered that the number of the injured 
was very great, and there was no apparent prospect of receiving any re¬ 
muneration, either for the accommodation or the necessary things that 
were demanded of them, la marked contrast to their conduct, may be 
mentioned that of Mrs. Green, of the Grand Hotel, Yokohama, and her 
sister, Mrs. Anderson : who immediately on ascertaining the terrible na¬ 
ture of the accident, packed up a quantity of things that women know 
are requisite in such cases, ana drove up to the hotel to see what they 
could do towards alleviating the anguish of the patients. There were 
about 150 Japanese on board, at the time of the explosion. The following 
is a correct statement of the injury done to foreigners :— 

H. W. Crowninshield, Captain ; not injured, but much shaken and 
bruised. Mr. Cassidy. Acting-engineer ; body much broken, death must 
have been instantaneous. Mr. Comes ; found perfectly nude, anterior- 
portion of thorax and head and one arm blown away ; other injuries,— 
death instantaneous. Mrs. Comes ; much scalded and limbs injured- 
death instantaneous, dress torn. Child of Mr. and Mrs. Comes; skull 
blown off from nose to occupital bone—death instantaneous. Nurse girl; 
scalded and bruised, dress tom—death instantaneous. Mrs. Cornet's 
young baby ; scalded on hand, leg and faoe—doing well. Mr. Wills ; 
fractured humerus of left arm, incised wound on lower anterior portion 
of tibia—doing well, not tCAlded. Mr. Skinner ; badly scalded on legs, 
arms, hands. Ac, and burned rescuing a child—doing fairly. Mr. Milne 
(S. 8. Aden) ; badly scalded. Mr. Black ; cut on head. Mr. Daniels 
(S. 8 Aden) ; badly scalded. 

The Japanese officials return the following os the number of Japanese 
on board including crew: 

Killed . 9 

Since dead from injuries received . 62 

Under treatment . 64 

Unhurt. 18 


who was in its nurse s arms—the nurse was killed. The other portion of 
the boiler blew out astern, tearing up the deck and everything else, and was 
so completely broken into little bits, that no bulky portion of it could be 
found. The Captain, Mr. Crowninshield was on the bridge, immediately 
above the front of the boiler, but he was only thrown overboard with the 
bridge itself and a portion of the paddle box. The passengers on deck 
me all blown into the water but one, Mr. Skinner, late chief engineer of 
the Japanese steamer Tamio Marc , who, though very much scalded himself, 
Wsring a child's cry in the cabin, went down ana found the baby—four 


Total . 153 

An inquest was held in Yedo before the U. 8. Consul, Col. 8hepard, on 
the bodies of Mr. and Mrs. Comes and child, and a verdict returned :— 

“ That Edward Comes, Mrs. Alida Comes, Edward D. Comes and 
others came to their deaths by the explosion of the boiler of the steamer 
City of Yedo , at the city of Yedo, on the 1st day of August, 1870. That 
the said explosion was caused by ignorance and gross carelessness on the 
part of the person acting as engineer, and by that person allowing the 
water in the boiler to reach a dangerously low point.” 

The inquest on the bodies of Mary Simmons and the Engineer Cassidy, 
before the English Vice-Consul Mr. Robertson and a Jury was :— 

** That Esther Simmons and R. Cassidy came by their death on the 
1st August, 1870, on board the American steamer City of Yedo when on 
the point of leaving Yedo for Yokohama, that death in said CAses was 
caused by the explosion of the boiler of said steamer ; such explosion 
resulting from the neglect and in competency of R. Cassidy, the person in 
charge of the engine. 

The jury is also desirous of recording its opinion that this sad accident 
resulting in such deplorable loss of life might have been averted, hod even 
ordinary core been exercised in the appointment of a fit and proper per¬ 
son to take charge of the engine during the temporary absence of the 
engineer, Mr. Gargen. 

Mr. Crowninshield, the master, has had two hairsbreath escapes 
within nine months, having been one of the three surviving officers 
of the U. 8. S. Oneida which sunk last November after a collision 
with the P. A 0. steamer Bombay. The Revd. Mr. Comes has recently 
been engaged at the Kaiscijo. or college in Yedo, &9 one of the professors. 
Ho was leaving for a month’s holiday, which he intended to spend with 
his family among his friends in Yokohama. One grave now holds him¬ 
self, his wife and their eldest child, lying side by side ; and it is sod to 
pass and mark the small mound between two larger ones in the oemetry. 
Ihe surviving infant has been taken by Dr. and Mrs. Hepburn, (attached 
to the same mission os Mr. Comes), and will remain with them until it 
ii strong enough to be s$nt to the relations in America. 
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THE EA8T. 


It ia with great pleasure that we record the liberality of the Japanese 
foremment; who, taking into consideration the services of Mr. Cornea, 
although he has been but a short time in their employ, granted $900— 
three months pay—to his representatives, and have allowed $50 as the 
•alary for the portion of the current month. This $950 is divided thus— 
$50 to the Japanese servant girl who was injured—$100 to the parents of 
the English nursemaid who was killed, and $800 to the surviving baby. 

A OANOE CRUISE. 

From Taka, via Inosima aicd Kanaka wa to Yokohama. 

Taka, 19th June, 5 a.m. —It was not a promising morning 
for our long jeurney, the clouds hanging heavy and low. Our 
minds had oeen made up, however, to start, rain or sunshine; 
so after an early breakfast, and a settlement of that all im¬ 
portant item , the tea-house bill, we packed up and ordered our 
baggage to be carried direct to Inosima, (9 rie), a nice 
tramp for our coolies. 

Having then had our canoes carried down through the vil¬ 
lage to the pretty ferry opposite Khozawa, we launched them 
at 7 a.m. and went away at an exhilarating pace, with a 
sweeping current of some 5 or 6 miles an hour, leaving an 
amused crowd of natives astounded at the idea of our be¬ 
ing bound for Yokohama via Inosima and Kanasawa. Very 
little exertion was required to keep our craft going, as we only 
paddled sufficiently to keep steerage way on them and have 
them under command. 

For some six miles, the river wound alternately along and 
under the right and left banks of mulberry and com plateaus, 
which rose perpendicularly about 80 feet above the bed of the 
river, and extended for several miles inland on either side. 
8ome delightfully deep pools eddied beneath these plateaus, 
completely overhung with foliage, and from out of the wood¬ 
ed tops peeped thatched cottages all but hidden by the trees. 
Pretty winding paths led down to the river’s edge, where lay 
generally a flat bottomed boat or two. 

We had to shoot a few ugly rapids—not so dangerous from 
the broken water, as from the extreme rapidity of the stream 
—gliding over long shallow stony beds, over which we had 
very little choice of way; as, on being borne rapidly down to¬ 
wards them, nothing beyond a plain horizontal line of water 
could be 6een, drops of from 8 to 10 feet occurring. Before 
any opinion could be formed, down we were amongst the 
broken water, and bumping over the stones, with the unenvi¬ 
able prospect of being thrown broadside to and rolled over in 
a second, should one larger than the rest catch mr keels. 
Luckily, we escaped with a severe bumping only; as the force 
of the water dragged us over everything, and in half an hour, 
(| past 7), we passed the large dump of firs, on an island in 
the middle of the river, so conspicuous from the Tana road. 

No villages of any importance were passed for the first hour 
or so, and but few people were seen except an occasional fish¬ 
erman using rod and float. A few cormorants, also carried 
on their avocation close to us, scarcely deigning to notice us, 
as we shot past them. 

Below the plateau districts, the country rapidly began to 
open out on each side of us; the river banks being low, with 
trees—such as willows, osiers, Ac., overhanging the wa¬ 
ter, reminding us much of English up-river scenery. 

The soil of the banks here seemed to be loose, stony and 
friable, and was protected from the action of the river, by 
most extraordinary shaped bags and baskets of bamboo work, 
some 40 to 50 feet in length, filled with large stones. In 
many places these large coils of basket and stone work were 
wound over large trees that had purposely been foiled parallel 
with the river banks. Huge weirs, supported by hign cross 
stakes, now frequently extended across the extensive stony 
bed of the river, diverting the main stream into several 
branches, the most direct one being always difficult to decide 
upon; and in most instances, these branch streams were 
wretchedly shallow, causing us any amount of bother and fre¬ 
quent jumping out. 

The hilly districts now began to be rapidly left behind, and 
it was with no little regret that we saw them fade away be¬ 
hind us, after the pleasing reminiscences of the charming 


scenery of our up-river excursion yesterday; we were, how¬ 
ever, in a measure recompensed by the rapid improvement in 
the length and depth of the reaches, and the capital pace at 
which we were borne along, the stony bottom of the river Ap¬ 
parently flying from under us as we sat quietly in our craft 
and looking over saw the lighter coloured stones flash past u* 
like the luminous gleams in a ship’s wake. 

A most charmingly wooded village bordering on the river 
side was passed just above Atsungi, and the ferry at the latter 
place we whisked past at half-past 8 a.m., just an hour and a 
naif from Tana; very fast travelling, the distance being some 
12 miles, and taking into consideration the extensive winding 
of the river between these two places. 

Once past Atsungi, owing to the level nature of the country 
in its neighbourhood, we opened out a magnificent panorama* 
of the Ooy&ma range, only some 5 miles distant, every tree and 
patch of green sward and dark forest being distinctly visible, 
beginning from the bright green of the Ee-yama ridge, fol¬ 
lowing up ridge upon ridge, from 700, 1,500 to 2,500 feet, 
until the eye reached the forest clad peaks of Taan-zawa, and 
Ooyama standing out distinctly, some 6,000 feet, in the upper 
sky, the effect being heightened by some beautiful wreaths of 
white clouds, which were creeping up their sides, giving us- 
every promise of a fine day after all. 

Fuai-yama with its few streaks of snow now left, towered 
out away beyond Ooyama, adding its picturesque cone, as a 
finishing touch to one of the most effective views one oould 
wish to commemorate. 

The country on the left hand side of the river still retained 
its plateaus of corn and mulberry, but some distance from the 
river bank; below Atsungi, however, to our right, the country 
was perfectly level away for miles to the southward and east¬ 
ward of us, the only high ground visible being a hill in the 
Odawarra direction. 

From below Atsungi to the sea, a more enjoyable river for 
canoeing could not be selected, all the reaches being of consi¬ 
derable length and depth, and the rapids few and far between, 
it was lucky that it was so, as one of our boats had already 
received considerable damage, and was with difficulty kept 
afloat for the rest of the drop down. 

At half-past 9 a.m., about 8 miles below Atsungi, we pass¬ 
ed the village of Tamura, the villages on either side being 
completely hidden amongst dense masses of foliage and clumps 
of trees. The country was now perfectly level on either siae 
of us for miles and miles, more particularly direct ahead, and 
we soon saw that we were rapidly approaching the coast. 

Half an hour’s more travelling took us past another village, 
Baanio and the Tocaido ferry, below which place, on our left, 
we noticed a long line of embankment, most carefully made 
and faced with turf enclosing some park-like grounds, but 
which we regretted we had not time to land and examine. 

Boats of a more seaworthy build began to appear moored 
to the banks, the bed of the river moreover became sandy, the 
long reaches spread themselves out into large lagoon shaped 
pieces of water, the banks assumed a wilder character and 
were covered with large beds of rushes and reeds, apparently 
a breeding place of wild duck, as out of them we put up 
several flocks; at last we made out some junks anchored in an 
inlet of the sea into which the river also branched, and above 
them on the high beach stood a fishing village and an avenue 
of weather-beaten firs. 

We ought to have taken this inlet being a much shorter 
cut to the sea, as we afterwards found out; but on paddling 
up the last lagoon, we found ourselves hemmed in by a high 
bank of sand, round the corner of which, the river edged itself 
out in very modest proportions to the sea. 

At half-past 10 a.m., just hour’s work, we hauled our 
boats up on the sand and mode the Pacific, estimated 28 miles 
from Tana, thb ominous booming of the surf on the very steep 
beach warning us of the character of the element, we next had 
to deal with, and Inosima we soon made out some 8 miles to 
north-eastward and to windward of us. 

• Sec Illustration in our last number, page 7. 
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an hour was here spent repairing the damaged canoe; 
^ad haring swallowed a hasty snack, we determined on push¬ 
ing on, knowing that if a breeze onoe got up on this stormy 
coftit we should stand but a small chance in the surf of the 
Pacific, as although we could distinctly see that the ocean was 


coast, but were hauled up a long way on the sand; we were, 
however, glad to notice many boats out at sea; auguring no 
gales at least for the next few hours. Numerous fistfbr&en 
soon collected around us, but we found them a remarkably 
civil set of fellows, and as they freely volunteered to do any- 



Tajta from the Hills. 


comparatively smooth outside, very heavy rollers came thun¬ 
dering on to the beach, their roar having been distinctly heard 
over a mile inland. 

Numbers of Japanese were at work along the steep beach 
huiling in large dredging nets and their boats lined the 


thing we could suggest, we gladly availed of their services in 
launching us through the surf. At 11 A.M. taking our boats 
down into the last wash of breakers, after battening ourselves 
in all tight, we stood by, awaiting the breaking of three or 
four heavy rollers—then availing of a lull in the breakers, with 
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a good ran ihey launched us canoes and all, safely outside of 
the surf and with comparatively a slight plunge or two only. 

Once outside the rollers we found the sea just rippled by a 
light North Westerly breeze which freshened us up after the 
long and warm morning’s work, and it was extremely bracing 
paddling over the grand swell rolling calmly in from seaward, 
a l te r nately hiding us from each other’s view; the sea, more- 
over, was of a delightfully pellucid emerald, and so buoyant 
alter the fresh water work, that my heavily laden craft fwith- 
now both our stores) felt half as light again to the paddle. 

As may be imagined, we lost no time in dawdling, but kept 
on at a steady pace of 5 miles an hour, passing inside of a 
long reef of rocks about a mile from the river’s mouth, 
amongst which the ocean swell was pouring grandly. Another 
reef was also passed about noon, noticeable from Inosima 
from the fact of one its high rocks strongly resembling a 
junk’s sail in the distance. 

Whether from nervousness, or perhaps owing to its height 
and our positions so low on the water, Inosima appeared to be 
a tediously long distance off, and we never appeared to be 
nearing it, but gradually the wind fell and the sea becoming 
as smooth as a lake our progress rapidly improved, so much 
so that by half-past 12, we rounded the outer edge of the Ino¬ 
sima reef and paddled right up the deep gully between the 
rooks to the mouth of the cave. Here owing to the surge 
of the swell and heavy rise and fall (some 4 feet) of the sea, 
some discretion had to be used in jumping out, and we soon 
had our boats hauled up high and dry on the rocks. 

Ijtosima: —Here we had our long looked-forward-to plunge 
in the deep blue sea of the crevasse between the rocks, which 
picked us up wonderfully after our long journey, (some 35 
miles), and we sat down at the mouth of the cavern and cook¬ 
ed a capital plate of hot soup and tiffin. Of oourse we were 
surrounded Dy the usual lot of lads who frequent this place, 
and who dive so remarkably well, disappearing in the dark 
depths of these chasms to reappear with small sprigs of ooral, 
hiaeous cuttle-fish and other marine oddities and curios, which 
they readily offer for sale. On noticing the careful manner in 
which they bandaged their fingers with strips of rags, they 
told us that it was done in order to avoid the poison of the 
bites of the adders (m&moushi) by which several of them had 
previously been bitten, shewing us large cicatrized wounds caus- ' 
ed by the inflamm ation that had supervened. Some two years 
since, when, on a visit to this place, several of our party who 
were non-swimmers, were on the point of walking into the 
shallow portion of this pool, when we were much disgusted at 
seeing one of these hideous flat creatures quietly edging its 
way amongst the loose stones of the bottom. It had yellow and 
bla^k blotches; and although no natives were then present, we 
soon saw the character of mis reptile, and the swimmers con¬ 
tented themselves with a plunge at the outer and deep end of 
the inlet. 

After a hurried visit to the interior of the cavern, which we 
lighted up with magnesium wire, an experiment, bv the bye, 
that amply repays one for the alight trouble of carrying a 
■ma.11 packet of that article in one’s waistcoat pocket; we left 
at 2 f.m. for the neighbouring fishing village of Kataseh. 

Inosima, it is well known, is situated on the Pacific, outside 
of the long promontory ending in Cape Sagami, (which takes 
its name from the river on which we nad descended this morn • 
ing), and then up the Uraga Channel to Kanonsaki; and in 
eider to get round which by sea to Yedo bay, would have 
necessitated a long and somewhat hazardous journey of 30 
odd miles, we had therefore decide^ in having our craft car¬ 
ried across the neck of the isthmus^Daibutsz and Kamakura, 
some 8 miles only, to Kanazawa. A 

A few minutes’ paddling took us round the bold cliffs and 
reefs of rocks o f tn e Northern end of the island against and 
over which the ittfeasing swell still rolled, and away down in 
the clear blue of the apparently unfathomable depths, could 
be traced enormous wreaths and masses of variegated sea¬ 


weed stretched out like the arms of gigantic polyphii 
to encircle any who might venture into their treacherous depths^ 
Once round the island* after passing a large filing village 
perched high up on its rocks, we were protected from the surf 


1 ponies, sent out the day previous 
, had we been detained by bad 


ered by some fisherman, we had them carried up to the tea¬ 
house. 

At 3 F.x. here we met bur ponies, sent out the day previous 
in order to carry us to town, had we been detained by bad 
weather outside; and after driving a hard bargain with the 
rascally squeezes of this village, we at last had the satisfaction 
of seeing our boats trotted off overland for Kanazawa, follow¬ 
ing them on pony back. But few rides offer such a variety 
of scenery as tnat between Kataseh and Kanazawa; first the 
glorious canter along the hard sands, with the surf rolling 
right up to the horses’ feet; the wild and scanty covered sand 
bills affording a striking contrast to the charmingly wooded and 
pictureeque gap up which the road wends on turning up from 
the beach; the strong scent of the enormous white lmies, now 
dotting all the hill sides, smelling doubly fragrant after the 
strong sniffs of the kelp and sea-weed strewn beach. 

Then the fine village opposite Diabutsz where oue has a final 
peep at the Pacific, and crosses the open extent of oora coun¬ 
try Deyond, on which the farm people were all hard at work 
getting in their unusually luxuriant crops; huge bon-firee of 
stubble wreathing the landscape with light blue smoke. 

With a sad shudder at byegonee and a congratulatory con¬ 
trast at present times, one passes the ominous corner of the 
Baldwin and Bird tragedy and turns up the fine avenue of 
firs leading to the temples of Kamakura. 

A quiet ride through this secluded village, makes one 
wonder how it could ever have been possible that this was 
onoe the site of a c&pitol of Japan; and one longs to be able to 
ask the old gnarled trunks of the temple trees and weather¬ 
worn, moss-covered monuments, for some few sketches out of 
their portfolios of olden scenes, and what tales they oould tell 
us of those feudal dayB! After passing occasional travelling 
priests and prettily hedged cottages and gardens, one begins 
to leave the temple-crowned* ana wooded mils of Kamakura to 
the left, and again the scenery changes to those numerous beau¬ 
tifully wooded ravines and gorges that open on to the Kanazawa 
districts, passing a series of rocky glens, with their dense vege¬ 
tation and little cascades of rivulets crossing the road, and odd 
recesses in the rocks, crowded with quaint little stone idols, with 
grotesque monkeys carved on their bases. Once in the Ka¬ 
nazawa valley, one is forcibly reminded that again is reached 
‘‘civilized” Japan, by the “ohio, tempo sinjo” dialect that 
now pesters one up to the immediate vicinity of Yokohama 
itself: and this is all the more noticeable after a few days ab¬ 
sence in the interior. 

On riding past the tea-houses, up came our canoes full trot 
along the broad street in capital time, and for which we did 
not begrudge the ooolies their squeeze after all, for bv 6 p m. 
we were once more in our crart and paddling past Webstar 
island. Here again our good luck attenaed us; for with a calm 
sea, a nice light Southerly air behind us, and a strong flood 
tide, we found ourselves making rapid progress across the bay. 
and by 7 r.M. we were actually abreast of the high cliffs of 
Treaty Point, and putting on a “ spurt ” up along the Homooo 
reach, we were home and landed at half-past 7 p.m., in capital 
time for a nice bath and dinner; having done the whole dis¬ 
tance from Tana, some 50 odd miles—in 9| hours; out of 
which we had paddled 43 miles in 6$ hours—very fast travel¬ 
ling—but then it must be remembered that the Sagami river 
took us down at least six miles an hour with its current. 

Thus ended one of the most successful and enjoyable cruizes 
imaginable, wind and weather having been quite exceptional¬ 
ly fine and favourable—not a rule I’m afraid with Yokohama 
water excursions generally. 

0 See illustration page 4. 
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f ENERAL principle* are supposed to govern the 
world and all things in it. General principles are so 
universally looked upon as the law of nature, go¬ 
vernment and social life, that they become the foun¬ 
dation of every calculation, argument or investiga¬ 
tion. But general principles have just had a violent wrench 
in Europe, well calculated to shake the popular faith in them. 

According to the old established principles civilized nations, 
although sometimes going to war for a mere 4 * idea,’ 1 were 
wont to put in motion every effort of diplomacy before declar¬ 
ing it; and of late years several threatened conflicts have 
been averted through the earnest and honest endeavours of 
the ambassadors of the differing sovereigns, aided by the 
jadidous advice of friendly governments. Between France 
sod Prussia a very marked and important instance of this was 
exhibited within the past three years; when France having 
oome to an understanding with the king of Holland, for the 
session of Luxembourg, Prussia assumed an angry position, 
and war would certainly have followed, but for the mediation 


of England. Here general principles triumphed. All was in 
order. France coveted Luxembourg, as was most natural 
considering its strength and position with regard to Prussia. 
A strong fortress pushed right into Prussian territory would 
have been of immense advantage to France—more especially 
in the menacing attitude of the North-German kingdom. It 
was hardly less natural that the king of Holland should be 
willing, for a handsome consideration, to hand over to France 
a possession which was of no use to him, and, although sepa¬ 
rated from his own kingdom, might at any time embroil him 
with France or Prussia or both. It was quite impossible, ac¬ 
cording to general principles that the Prussian sovereign 
could hear of the Dutjhy being handed over to France, with¬ 
out alarm and without opposition; and it was as good an op¬ 
portunity for the two nations to commence active hostilities, 
which all the world gave them credit for thirsting after, as 
could possibly arise. But diplomacy stepped in ; and a word 
spoken in good season settled that difference amicably and 
satisfactorily. 
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THE IT-A-lfc EAST. 


Since then 
the prosperity 
of each nation 
has been 
steadily pro¬ 
gressing, and 
the commer¬ 
cial interests 
of both have 
become in 
themselves 
guarantees for 
not hastily 
and without 
great provo¬ 
cation, dis¬ 
turbing the 
peace. Gene¬ 
ral principles 
would have 
given assur¬ 
ance that 
everythin g 
the govern¬ 
ment of each 
country could 
do, would be 
done to avort 
the possibility 

of a rupture—but here we say general principles are entirely 
at fault. 

The two governments may be said without straining facts, 
to be military ; although the spirit of Germany is commercial 
and that of France * becoming more and more so every day. 
The ambition of the former is, by “ unification,” to attain 
supremacy on the continent; and this unification has only been 
partially attained, and that by the army and the needle gun. 
Were the army decreased, there would be no guarantee for 
the cohesion of the atoms of which the kingdom is now com¬ 
posed. Saxony, Hanover, Denmark, and several of the duch¬ 
ies would be sure to give trouble, and in all probability 
once more become as of yore; and Austria would hardly be 
able to keep her hands off of her old antagonist. For many 
years to come, that which has been won by the sword will 
have to be retained by it, and it will be no easy matter for 
Prussia to reduce her forces. Whilst she is thus armed to the 
teeth, it is equally futile to expect that France can disarm ; 
and with two such armies, comparatively idle, yet in a state 
of perfect discipline and drill, and magnificently armed, how 
can jealousy be avoided? How can the military ardour be 
restrained ? It has been found impracticable. It has over¬ 
come general principles. Prussia must have known that the 
candidature of a German Prince for the throne of 8pain would 
have been resented by France. Yet one is put forward. And 
France mull have known that she could expect no more from 
Prussia than the withdrawal of such a candidate, and yet 
when that has been attained she demands more. Prussia 
must have known that an uncivil reception of the French am¬ 
bassador would be felt as an insult personal to the Emperor 
and offensive to the French nation; and the Emperor and go¬ 


vernment of 
France must 
have known 
that in taking 
the extreme 
step of at once 
declaring war 
against Prus¬ 
sia, she must 
be adjudged 
by the whole 
c i v i 1 i z ed 
world, as 
hasty and 
criminal in the 
highest de¬ 
gree. Hohen- 
zollern was 
allowed to as¬ 
pire to Spabi; 
France was 
angry and de- 
manded not 
only his with¬ 
drawal from 
the candida¬ 
ture, but a 
promise that 
he should 

never again become a candidate. Prussia refuses to receive 
the French ambassador or accord an answer; and the Emperor 
and King, both rejecting the intervention of diplomacy at all, 
and refusing to receive any suggestion of a pacific character, 
set their forces in motion. 

This might really be a good lesson for Japan. She has an 
immense number of men who are totally unproductive—mere 
cumberers of the groun I—useless and dangerous. The very 
existence of the SanKurai—to whom we allude—in the vast 
numbers they are, supported by the heads of their clans, is a 
source of danger to the country. It is so because it iuduces 
princes who are too ready to be jealous of each other, to look 
forward to an opportunity of assorting their power; and thus 
the government, although apparently established, is not really 
so, and in the Parliament itself, the orators speak of deferring 
minor (meaning commercial) matters until the government is 
more secure. It would be well if the government of the Mi¬ 
kado would realize, that soldiers, beyond the really necessary 
force for defending the country and punishing invaders, be¬ 
come an element of danger. And when once, through the 
necessity of employing them, peace is destroyed, the mer¬ 
chants—the very life’s blood of a nation—are injured, and the 
country itself to a similar extent. 

The French Emperor has said that the war will be long. 
We think so too. But every day that it lasts will be a loss 
of millions to each of the combatants in the disturbance of 
trade, apart from the great expense of the actual fighting men, 
their equipment and their sustenance in the field. 

The question was mooted last session in the Japanese 
parliament as to the doing away with the wearing of two 
swords. The majority were averse to upsetting the time- 
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i|0fK>ure d custom. But already there are plenty of men whose 
entitles them to wear swords, working as merchants, or 
gt^irise earning an honourable livelihood, and doing some* 
£jiig towards the enrichment of their country. We trust that 
£§ day may not be far distant when Japan will have its eyee 
spaaed universally to the value of its merchants, and the 
Star uselessness and the actual danger of its feudal samourai. 
Had France and Prussia been able to reduce the number 
rf their fighting men, they would not be now at war. 

Sfhc JUuslrationB. 


behind. These gardens in the majority of cases contain a 
fish pond with a rustic bridge, and a miniature mountain at 
the back of it with dwarf pines, cedars or other trees growing 
upon it. There are often a few flowers in very handsome 
blue and white pots, and that is all. There is no space to 
walk—no paths to traverse. There is not a straight line in 
any part of the little garden. It is a little bit of contrast al¬ 
ways agreeable to the eye; and the easily satisfied people are 
quite happy with it The garden in the first page is on a 
larger scale, being in a foreigner’s garden on the Bluff, Yoko¬ 
hama ; and foreigners are by no means satisfied to cramp 
themselves after the manner of the natives. 


JAPANESE GARDEN. 

HE Japanese are remarkable beyond almost anything else 
for their love of the grotesque. They seem to adjure sym¬ 
metry altogether. Never, in any of their ornamental work— 
whether it be the painting of a fan, the inlaying of a cabinet, 
decoration of an apartment, or the laying out of a garden 
do they adhere to the rules that govern Europeans; never do 
tfr / balance one side of a scroll by making the other side 
correspond with it; but they delight in oontrasts; and in the 
utter annihilation of 44 unities.” Their imagination is brought 
to bear upon everything they undertake ; and thus in what¬ 
ever they are not bound to allow nature to act for them and 
lor itself, they run riot and set all ordinary rules of art at de¬ 
fiance. There is therefore always an amount of originality 
about their dwellings particularly pleasing to the foreigner 
who visits the country for the first time; and indeed we may 
admit, that although the surprise and novelty soon wear off, 
the enjoyment remains even with the oldest residents. Why 
Aould it not ? 

44 A thieg of beauty is a joy for ever." 

The love of flowers and of gardens generally, is very great 
among the people—yet very few large gardens are to be 
found ; and after a residence of some years in the country, we 
cannot say that we have met with one on this side of Yedo, 
exceeding in size an ordinary back garden to a suburban resi¬ 
dence in England. The Japanese are so simple in their ideas, 
and their home furniture and requirements are so small, that there 
has never arisen any notion of domestic luxury among them. 
The ordinary furniture of the palace and of the labourer’s hut, 
is the matting of the floor. The rooms are built of such a size 
as to admit of straw mats, about +wo inches thick and half a 
ten bo (i.e. 3 feet by 6 feet) in superficial aatset being laid in 
them. Thus a room 12 feet by 12, would be called a room of 
four tsubos, and contain eight mats. The only difference be¬ 
tween prince and peasant so far, is in the size of the rooms, 
the beauty of the wood of which they are built, and the fine¬ 
ness of the mats. Beyond this there are cabinet^ drawers, 
tables, Ac., more like playthings than anything else in the 
eyee of Europeans; but so few, small, and far between, as hard¬ 
ly to attract the eye as articles of furniture at all. 

£o for their domiciles they are content with small plots of 
ground such as none but the poorest of Europeans would 
build his house upon. On these, however, they manage not 
only to erect their houses, but to leave a space for a little bit 


COUNTRY WOMAN. 

T HE picture on page 2 represents an agricultural labour¬ 
ing woman. As in other lands, so in Japan, a great deal 
of field labour^ is done by women, and she who is depicted 
here is an average sample of the class. The bamboo hat which 
is so excellent a shade for the face, although inimical to 
photographic portraiture is most invaluable to her whether in 
hot or wet weather. The implement she has in her hand is 
the ordinary Japaneee sickle with which they cut grass for 
horse fodder, or reap the rice and cereal crops. 6he is stand¬ 
ing at the entrance to the farm-house to which she is attached, 
and the hedge and gateway may be received as a specimen of 
the enclosures and entrances of the better class of farm yards. 
The wages of this class are not very high—being about equal 
to two to three pounds sterling per annum , in addition to 
board and lodging. 

VIEW OF YOKOHAMA HARBOUR, FROM 
THE ENGLISH BARRACKS. 

he commerce of Yokohama has already reached such 
dimensions as sometimes to present the fair spectacle of 
eight to ninety foreign vessels of various kinds, in addition to 
men-of-wap, and Japanese junks, in the harbour, which is 
formed by a deep indentation of th^gulf of Yedo, with Kanaga- 
wa( the proper Treaty Port) on one side, and Yokohama opposite, 
tik a distance of from three to five miles. The prominent build¬ 
ing in the immediate foreground is one of the British Powder 
Magazines, aud beyond is seen the Royal Naval Hospital, 
and then the Grand Hotel at the corner of the Bund. The 
double jetty jutting out into the harbour is known as the 
French or Western Hatoba, and that further on is the 
English, Eastern, or Custom House Hatoba (landing place). 
The opposite shore is from Kanagawa to Kawasaki point. 
The Yokohama anchorage is as good as can be desired, but 
the water shallows on the Kanagawa side to such an extent 
that none but native junks and boats of very light draught 
of water can approach it. The Yokohama side has silted up 
considerably since the port was opened, but the authorities 
have now appointed a harbour-master, who among his other 
duties will look after the bed of the anchorage and see that 
dredging is carried on where necessary, and that ships do not 
discharge their ballast carelessly. During the last three years, 
we have had, besides the fine 4,000 ton steamers of the P.M.8. 
8. Co., almost all the be9t of the China Tea Clippers, which 




of ornamental garden; and it is a general remark of visitors 


have made an intermediate vorage here with rice instead of 


in passing along the streets that they hardly see a single waiting in China doing nothing until the commencement of 
bouse, through which they cannot look to the 44 bit garden ” the Tea season. 8inee 1863 also, we have always had several 
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men-of-war belonging to the T&riouB Treaty Powers, and at 
one time we had a fleet of about twenty five war vessels for 
many months; so that there are very few harbours in the 
Bast so full of life and movement as is that of Yokohama. 

THE FRENCH LEGATION, YOKOHAMA. 

HI8 speaks for itself. It is a nice commodious house, 
standing boldly facing the street called Benten dori in 
which are the great gates, with a guard house. The side 
front overlooks the bay. It was well and solidly built under 
the superintendence of M. Clipet the architect, during the 
residence of H. E. Monsieur Leon Roches in Japan ; and has 
ample accommodation of every kind for its purpose. 

THE TEMPLE OF GUI-NI-TEN, HOMOOO. 

TjpROM the earliest days of residence of foreigners in 
-L Japan, this picturesque temple has been one of the most 
common goals for pedestrians to bend their steps when only a 
walk of an hour or two was desired. It stood in a grove of 
fine old trees at the foot of a beautiful knoll that was used by 
the oompradoree of Yokohama as a lookout from whence to 
observe the arrival of ships; as it commands the whole of 
Yedo Gulf to its entrance at Uraga Point. Much of the hill 
has been lately cut away for ballast for ships; and since the 
subversion of the late government, the temple has had every- 
thing taken out of it except its plain altar, and its name has 
been changed from Gui-ni-ten—the twelve heavens—to Gtn-ja. 

It is the temple, par excellence, of the large fishing vil¬ 
lage of Homooo, and a part of Nigishi, another large fishing 
village at least two miles from it. It is a favourite locality 
for many foreigners who seek a dip in the sea, as it stands 
within a few yards of the water; and there are nice rocks well 
shaded as if placed there for the use of bathers. 

jjqiod. 

I N our paper of the 16th July we reported the unfortunate esse of 
Captain Gilfillan, who died under the administration of chloroform 
A Coroner's enquiry had taken place at the British Consulate,and a verdict 
returned reflecting on the medical man in attendance, Dr. Dalliston. The 
Consul. Mr. Lowder, did not oommit Dr. Dalliston for trial; but bound 
him over in two recognizances in addition to bis own to stand his trud if 
called upon. General opinion here was decidedly averse to the verdict; 
and several medical men made a point of calling on Dr. Dalliston to ex¬ 
press their sympathy ; but on the report of the inquest, and the evidence 
reaching Shanghai, the profession took up the case very warmly. Dr. 
Henderson wrote a long letter to the leading paper, shewing first of all, 
how totally at variance the verdict was with the evidenoe ; and then going 
closely into the medical evidence itself, shewing that it was in many re¬ 
spects unsound. But this was not all. A memorial was drawn up on the 
subject, signed by most of the medical men in Shanghai, and presented 
to Sir Edmund Hornby, the chief judge of H. B. M. Supreme Court. As 
his lordship was just on the point of leaving for Yokohama, he made it 
his first official business to send for Dr. Dalliston ; and telling him that, 
although such memorials did not in the least iufluenoe his decision, which 
he always gave on the evidenoe brought before him, still, in this case, 
bis own opinion agreed precisely with that of the memorialists. He 
then said that the Consul had made a technical error, in demanding bail 
from a man who was not committed for trial, and further that he could 
•ce nothing in the evidence to justify the charge of carelessness on the 
part of Dr. Dalliston. He therefore gAve a decision absolving the sure¬ 
ties and the doctor from their bonds. 


L ET there be light t The Japanese authorities are now shewing them¬ 
selves to be in earnest with regard to the municipal affairs of the 
settlement. They are getting on with the drainage and the street mak¬ 
ing, slowly but surely—and they are just about to erect lamp-posts and 
provide lamps, on the condition of the community arranging for the 
lighting. We shall, before long, have our portion of the port in capital 
order ; and be left without any grievance to grumble over. The high¬ 
ways and by-ways well made, drained and lighted ; the canal deepened 
to a minimum depth of four feet at low water ; the polioe tolerably effi. 
cient—at any rate very much improved ; and the anchorage under the 
control of an experienced British naval officer as harbour master, with 
proper rules and regulations agreed to and to be enforced by the Consuls 
of all Treaty Powers—what more can we want ? The Japanese are 
shewing in all they do, the importance they attach to Yokohama, Osaka 
and KoW ; and there can be no doubt that all these must continue to be 
the principal mercantile centres In the Japanese islands. 

G EORGE FRANCIS TRAIN passed through here in the P.M.8. Great 
Republic which arrived on the 26th instant, on his way to China 
and India. We are told that he is a man worth $2,000,000. If so what 
on earth pan he want, rushing up and down in the earth as a sensation 
lecturer. He is a great man—in his own estimation: but the same steamer 
brought if not a greater, at least % better man in the person of Mr. Birch, 
who, appealing only to the higher and better sympathies of mankind, 
seeks to amuse them with an entertainment very varied and pleasant. 
He has associated with him Mr. Kohler, who is a full band of music in 
himself—playing as he does several instruments at once ; but making 
specialties of the Comet, Flageolet, Concertina, Guitar and Rock Har- 
monioon. As entertainers they have not only their music and min¬ 
strelsy, but a moving Panorama of views in Europe—a series of magni¬ 
ficent dissolving views which they can exhibit on any sheet from 3 feet 
to 40 feet square, and an excruciatingly funny exhibition called a 
shadow pantomime. George Francis Train passed on; Birch and Kohler 
have stopped with us for a period—for both which circumstances let us 
be thankful. 

A 8M ALL but respectable company, calling themselvesnhe San Francisco 
Minstrels gave their first entertainment on the 30 ulto. at the Yo¬ 
kohama Libra ry Lecture room. It was well attended and the perform- 
anoe was successful. 

E XPECTATION is beginning to assert itself, of % amusements for the 
Autumn and Winter being abundant. The new Theatre is nearly 
complete ; and in leas than two months we hope to see it opened by the 
Yokohama Corps Dramatique, for whom it has been built Before they 
are ready, however, there is a prospect of a commencement being made by 
an Amateur performance of the triumviretta “ Cox and Box ” the music 
to which was written by Mr. Sullivan one of the leading musicians of the 
day. It was brought out by Mr. and Mrs. German Reed at the Gallery 
of Illustration, Regent Street, London; and had an immense run. Is it 
something quite new in Yokohama, although the drama on which it is 
founded is so well known ; and, if well done the new piece must be well 
received. 

T HE Public Gardens are looking up again. The committee who were 
appointed have avai?cd themselves of the assistance of Mr. W. H, 
• Smith, who would not accept office again, but said be would render any 
assistance in bis power. He was taken at bis word, and we believe the 
wisdom of the committee will be thereby exhibited. 

A 8AD accident befell a sailor of the ciipper Ariel a day or two before 
she left for New York. Two seamen jumped overboard to swim to 
a ship at no great distance off. One of them William Jones, finding 
he was growing tired, told his companion he should go back, and turned 
round with that i .tention. The other held on his course and reached the 
other ship—the Min. On his return to the Ariel some time after, he 
asked after Jones, and the mate said he fancied he heard 
Lis voice a little while before as coming from the vicinity of Another ship. 
Search having been made, the poor fellow was not'discoverable, but the 
next day. his body was found floating in the hatlwur. 
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A S accident, quite sufficiently serious, but which might have been 
much more so, happened on the Mumdtchi on the 30th ulto. A 
party of sailors from H. M. 8. Adrenturc were drilling under the 
charge of Lieut Bloxaomc R. N. buddeuly the second in command, 
Lieut Henderson was seen to stagger and fall. He had been struck 
by a bullet from a revolver, which narrowly escaping any vital parts 
passed through him, and struck a man behind, passing through the leg 
of his trousers, but only grazing him. Lieut Henderson is now in 
the Royal Naval Hospital, doing well. The accident arose from the 
ricochetting of a bullet which Mr White, one of H. B. M’s Consular 
constables fired towanls a drain, as he was emptying the chambers of 
.bis revolver with the intention of cleaming it 


tribunal for reconciling differences, smoothing over di(fealties, 
and promoting harmony. These requirements, yon have satisfied 
in an eminent degree. Yon have organized an efficient Court, 
you have checked litigition, promoted good feeling, encouraged 
the ready settlement of difficulties, and in those cases where 
resort has been had to the final arbitrament of the law, you 
have pronounced decisions with which few people (if any) have 
had canse to be dissatisfied. 

The Community is also deeply indebted to yon, for your 
valuable aid in the difficult task of forming a new Code of Re- 



Th* Tkmple of Giuni-Tkn, Homoco. 


THE CHIEF JUDGE. 

We publish below the address of the Community of Shanghai 
to Sir Edmund Hornby, in view of his departure from among 
them • 

Sir Edmund Grimani Hornby, Knioht, Chief Judge of 
H. B. M's. Supreme Court for China and Japan . 

We, the undersigned raembere of the Foreign Community of 
Shanghai, in view of your approaching departure from the Set¬ 
tlement, avail ourselves of the opportunity to give expression 
to the feelings of esteem and respect with which you have in¬ 
spired us during your five years tenure of office here. 

The establishment of H. B. M’s. Supreme Court was in itself 
a matter of considerable importance to British residents, and 
in some measure to other foreigners as well. In order, however, 
that the full advantages expected from the institution might be 
obtained, it was essential that the first Chief Judge appointed 
shoald not only be a good and sound lawyer, bat still more a 
man whose mature experience, power of organization, courteous 
demeanour and general ability, -would render the Court not 
only a respectable channel for legal proceedings, but also, a 


gulations for the Municipal Government of the settlement; for 
your ever ready assistance in promoting all matters of public 
interest; and for the kindly and liberal spirit in which you 
have met all the calls for counsel and advice, which have been 
so frequently made upon you. 

In your private capacity also you have, by your genial 
character and the active interest yon have always displayed iu 
the social pursuits of the Community, deservedly gained the re¬ 
gard and goodwill of your fellow-residents. 

In parting from yon, we feel that we are losing not only an 
able .Judge, but a valued friend and ounseller; and we trust 
that, after the temporary and well earned repose from your 
labours which you desire, you will return to the post yon have 
so ably filled. Should you not do so, we hope that H. M. Go¬ 
vernment may find for you another sphere of action which, 
while giving greater scope for the exercise of your talents and 
abilities, may prove congenial and pleasant to yourself. 


THE REPLY OF SIR EDMUND HORNBY TO THE 
ADDRESS OF THE FOREIGN RESIDENTS OF 
SHANGHAI 

Gentlemen, — I thank you very much fo* this evprn—q 
of satisfaction at the mode in which I have endeavoured to 
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perform the datiei appertaining to the Office of H. M. Chief 
Judge for China and Japan. 

You are pleased to say that I hare checked instead of en¬ 
couraged litigation, and hare endeavoured to conciliate differ¬ 
ences that have arisen between members of the community. 
Such, I oonoei ve, was my duty, aud in so for as I have been able 
to render members of the community either collectively or 
individually any assistance, 1 have done no more than what I 
conceive to be the duty of every official. 8ocially, every effort 
of mine to be on terms of friendship with each member of the 
community, and to encourage amicable relations amongst your¬ 
selves, has been more than reciprocated by you all. I cannot, 
however, take my leave of you without alluding to two or three 
topics in which I have taken, ^nd still take, a great interest. 
In the first plaoe, let me congratulate you upon the calm, busi¬ 
ness-like, I might well also say statesman-like, tone, in which, 
when called upon, you have discussed all questions of mercantile 
and political importance. While doing so, you have merged 
national distinctions, and spoken simply as members of one 
undivided community. So long as you observe this rule of con¬ 
duct, every expression of your opinions, will, I feel convinced, 
not only gain in importance and in strength, but will be en¬ 
titled to, and receive, from those to whom they may be addressed, 
the greatest consideration. 

You have recently entered upon a new form of Municipal 
Government, the strength and influence of which entirely de¬ 
pend upon the heartiness with which every member of the com¬ 
munity lends his assistance to its administration. Your Council 
have a very difficult duty to perform. It should be always 
borne in mind that it is not a body appointed to rule over you, 
but one whom you have yourselves elected, and who from a sense 
of public duty, have consented, voluntarily and without pay¬ 
ment, to sacrifice a large portion of their time in the service of 
the community. 

You have lately re-organized your Volunteers. Situated as 
you are, it appears to me that you are not only justified, but 
imperatively called upon, to provide adequate means for your 
owu protection; and I trust that while, on the one hand, this 
Burgher Corps will never be used for offensive purposes, on the 
other, its organization will never be allowed to die out from 
neglect or indifference. Every able-bodied man in the settle¬ 
ment ought to be a member of either its active or reserve 
branch. In olden times it was to their Burgher Corps that 
half the towns in Europe owed their progress and their liberties. 
The knowledge that they could defend their own, saved them 
frequently from attack, and secured to them in troublesome 
times, peace and prosperity. Events have shown that the Go¬ 
vernment of this country is trammelled by conflicting opinions 
amongst its own people, as regards its relations with foreigners; 
and you are, in fact, assisting it in the performance of its treaty 
duties, when you by timely precautions prevent, by the attitude 
you assume, the evil-disposed from taking advantage to your 
cost, of complications which have arisen, and are so constantly 
likely to arise, out of those very relations. 

The painful and astounding intelligence we have just 
received of political disturbance in Europe, will, I am sure, 
make no difference in the friendliness of your relations with 
each other. Though you may be the subjects of rival and 
hostile governments, your mutual relations are of a for more 
intimate and holy character. You are members of one family 
residing in a strange land, exposed to common dangers and 
having common interests: whether your Rulers see fit to differ 
or agree, that cannot and ought not to affect you. War is a 


curse; but let it not, I beseech you, interrupt feelings that 
spring from mutual respect, kindly intercourse and private 
social relations. In conclusion, while again thanking yoo for 
the flattering proof you have given me of your esteem and 
good-will, permit me to offer you, without distinction of 
nationality, my grateful acknowledgments for the kindness 
and hospitality shown me during my residence in Chins, and 
to wish you all prosperity and happiness. 

(S’d) EDMUND HORNBY, 

H. B. M. Chief Judge 
for China and Japan. 


CHINA. 

A report was current some time ago that all the strong 
points on the Yang-tse-Keang were to be garrisoned. 

It is said that 2,000 Hunan soldiers are coming to garrison 
this plaoe, and that they have already commenced to arrive. 

It is reported that Mr. J. A T. Meadows has resigned bis 
secretaryship of the Imperial Arsenal. 

Count Rochechouart is believed to have given the Tsnng-li 
yamdn till August 31 to give up the three heads which he has 
demauded, foiling which he will haul do.vn his flag and leave 
the country. 

A mandarin who has a reputation tor more than average 
truthfulness, states that a Council of war was lately held in 
Peking, and out of eighteen or twenty who were present ail 
voted for war except two, of whom Prince Kuog was one. The 
Mandarin remarked that if they knew as much about foreign 
troops as he did they would not be so rash. 

Another, an ex-officiai, also considered to be a reliable inau, 
»&yb that Li-hong-chang’s men have begun to arrive in the 
northern suburb; there are thirteen thousand of them he 
thinks. He says he knows war is determined ou as the only 
possible course to be pursued, as the government will not give 
up their officials at the demand of foreigners. The govern¬ 
ment won Id consent to the banishment of the three persons 
whose excution is demanded, aud behead any uumber of 
roughs, and replace all property and so forth; but the execution 
of the officials, neoer. He further states that a general ruing 
against foreigners is being planned throughout the Empirt 
without distinction of nationality. This is from, a man who 
has no particular connection with foreigners, aud no apparent 
interest or motive iu advancing his view. 

It was reported that the government was impressing carts to 
convey foreigu-driiled troops to Tieutsiu. The natives say the 
fight will begin about the middle of September. A prowstaut 
Mission Chapel outside the Ping-Ue-meu was, about unduight 
of August 1st, assailed by Cniuesc soldiers searching for lor- 
•igners. The commanding officer explaiued that he did so iu 
obedieuoe to orders from the Titu s yatneu. Ou investigation 
the explanation given was that the search was with a view to 
the foreigners’ safety! 

The example of Mr. Hart in withdrawing his family from 
Peking is about to be followed by three others, aud more are 
likely to follow. Very severe remarks are made about Mr. 
Low, who has been at the hills with bis family ever since the 
massacre. Mr. Wade has never been there more tliao 
hours at a time. 

Cheng-kwo-shwai is reported to have gone to Tientsin 
about the 30th J uly aud mischief is expected. The uttiueni 
of the Ashuelot proceeding to Peking in carts, strayed oluee to 
the“Nau-hai-tze M (South Park) a dangerous locality for for¬ 
eigners to approach at present, owing to the number of soldien 
stationed there. Everything indicates that the appreheuaion 
felt by almost every one is only too well founded .—Shanghai 
Evening Courier. 
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ONE8TLY, and no doubt thankfully, the Queen of 
England ia able to oommence her recent neutrality 
proclamation in these full words:—“ Whereas We 
are happily at peace with all Sovereigns, Powers and 
8tatee.” 

It has not often been the privilege of the monarch of Great 
Britain to declare that England is at peace with all the world. 
What with India, Caffraria and New Zealand, the intervals 
between European belligerency in which she has been more 
or lees mixed up have been well filled up; and it is a most 
happy circumstance that at the outbreak of hostilities between 
two powerftil neighbours, she can call the attention of her 


people to the fact that she is in the enjoyment of the most 
profound peace. Yet she is obliged to add to the naval and 
military estimates, to stop all her econo miaing, cutting down 
of forces, to look after her men, ships and arms. It is plea* 
sant for Englishmen to be told by Mr. Cardwell that the 
British army was never in such a state of effi ciency as at pre¬ 
sent ; and we all have a very good notion of the efficiency of 
the national navy. And having our house in order, every act, 
every word of the Gladstone Ministry gives great confidence 
that it will be kept well and vigilantly guarded, that no doubt 
in the minds of the other Great Powers may lead them to run 
the hazard of involving England in the dispute. This is as it 
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should be. A champion 
will soon lose his su¬ 
premacy, his champion J 
ship, unless he keeps 
up his strength and 
■irill ; and the more he 
is known to do so, the 
less likely is he to be 
challenged. So no 
powerful nation can af¬ 
ford to take its ease and 
hang up the sword and 
the bow. It must keep 
its hand in for war, and 
then its most cordial 
haters will think twice 
before they break its 
peace. 

But with smaller 
states it is otherwise. 

All they can do is to 
keep up a small force 
to preserve internal 
order, and add import¬ 
ance to the sovereign. Occasionally the troops of such 
territories are sent to swell the great armies of the greater 
powers—either as mercenaries, or, as in the case of North 
Germany, the lesser making common cause with the greater. 
In such case the very possession of an army proves a source 
of danger to nations that ought to be neutral. Bavaria and 
Wurtemburg, for instance, have no direct interest in the 
issues of the war between the Emperor of the French and the 
King of Prussia; yet the instant these potentates declare war 
the two kingdoms that have nothing to gain from the victories 
of either of the belligerents, and everything to lose should 
they choose the wrong side, were called upon to declare at 
once for one or the other. 

The course of events in Japan has given to many of her im¬ 
portant men an itching for military fame. The genius of the 
nation is decidedly military; and in a few years the soldiers 
of Dai Niphon,—some of whom many of our readers can re¬ 
member going through a review after a fashion as to accou¬ 
trements, tactics and discipline, that would have made the 
fortune of a manager of a Burlesque Theatre—are now armed, 
equipped and drilled after the modem style, and have shewn 
their steadiness under fire, and a bravery and intrepidity that 
would have done honour to veteran troops. 

Ambition has also seized upon them with regard to the 
navy. A ram and two ironclads are a powerful nucleus; and 
the eagerness to possess these mighty ships will not easily be 
satisfied without employing them. 

This is an evil of some magnitude. It is not the simple 
fact that the keeping up of such expensive playthings goes to 
the impoverishment of the national exchequer. That were 
bad enough. But it tends to generate malaite and irritability. 
A few ships and a small well disciplined army are no doubt 
necessary for the Mikado, to preserve peace among his own 
people; but we have lately heard Japan and Corea very often 
mentioned as antagonistic, and it is more than likely that if 
some very eminent members of the Japanese Government had 


their way, a movement 
of a J apaneee force 
Corea-wards might be 
heard of. 

In the best interest* 
of Japan, it were de¬ 
sirable that she should 
be content to watch. 
She has issued and may 
issue, if it amuse her, 
neutrality proclama¬ 
tions; but she has no 
power to enforoe them 
except as regards her 
own subjects. French 
and Prussian ships 
might set to work* to 
pound each other in 
any of her harbours, 
without the Japanese 
being able to stop them 
by force, and in spite 
of all the orders of the 
harbour-maste Or 

they might land troops at Kanagawa and make a battle g. *und 
of Bokenzie valley without any fear of the native soldiers wjio 
might be dispatched to prevent them. Far better were it that the 
Japanese government should trust to the good sense of the belli¬ 
gerents and the watchfulness of the other Treaty Powers. 

But whilst we thus object to their placing themselves in a 
false position, we confess that we like to see the eagerness 
with which they throw themselves into the family of nations. 
The national vigour is conspicuous; its claim to consideration 
is asserted; its right to be respected is maintained. No in¬ 
feriority is admitted in . rank or right, even though it is ad¬ 
mitted that they are but learners. 

The great object of the government, however, must 
be to cultivate the arts of peace. There is no fear of 
danger from without; and with such energy, ambition 
and independence of spirit as they possess, they may if they 
will, make a proud show amongst eastern nations ; and com¬ 
mand by their acts the respect their state papers and pro¬ 
clamations demand. 


$>he Jllustrations. 


I N our last number, one of the pictures was a view of the 
Temple of Giu-ni-ten, at the foot of Mandarin Bluff. 
Although close to the sea shore, no portion of the water wmm 
seen, the humble little structure itself, as it lies amongst the 
fine forest trees, being the principal object of interest. The 
first picture in our present number, is a continuation fro® 
that view to the headland itself. Heavily timbered to the 
water’s edge, with smooth well-shaded rocks at its base, it 
has always been a favorite resort of bathers and pic-nic par¬ 
ties; the distance from the settlement of Yokohama hein^ 
something under two miles. Homoco, the name of the parish 
or village in which it stands is a long narrow place with a 
most redundant sea in front, and a very fertile plain behind. 
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throughout its entire length. Its population therefore is half 
piscatorial, half rural, and all tolerably well-to-do. Mandarin 
Bluff is at the eastern extremity of it, and as from it a good 
sir* of the Gulf of Yedo is obtained to the very entrance, it 
i, used as look-out for compradoree who live by the supply of 
ships, and who, from Homooo, send forth their ’ emissaries to 
solicit custom. 

A FRIENDLY VISIT. 

HE little picture on page 2 is only so far made up, as to 
be taken in the open air instead of in the small dark 
room in which the three friends were seated as we sat down 
to rest at their door. Eager to have their portraits taken as 
toon as they saw the coolies come up with the apparatus, the 
mats on which they sat, the hibatahi around which they were 
grouped, and the little drawer of tobacco were quickly placed 
cm the ground outside, with a handsome screen behind to form 
a back-ground ; and except that the room in which they had 
been seated, was low, and the walls dark, our home readers 
kave a real representation of an ordinary visit in Japan. 
All the houses are open throughout. The rooms are general¬ 
ly divided by sliding windows, in which fine white paper is 
substituted for glass; but whatever the size of the house, the 
townspeople and villagers seem to live almost entirely in pub¬ 
lic. In no country in the world is there the same absence of 
privacy. The old lady in the centre has received her two 
visitors. Probably the tea-pot has already contributed to their 
refreshment, and the little drawer of tobacco has been drawn 
from the box-case of the hibatahi or fire place, and one of the 
damsels is about to take a whiff. Her European sisters need 
sot object—for the tobacco is very mild, and the little brass 
bowl of the pipe will not contain a sufficiency of the weed for 
more than two or three inhalations; and that, repeated a few 
times in the course of the day, satisfies her. There is no per- 
ftiming of the air or the drees with tobacco smoke, as with our 
votaries of the insinuating herb. Conversation may have 
flagged—which, by the way, it rarely does among the softer sex 
in Japan—or the hostess may only have taken up her samisen 
or guitar to keep her hands employed. It is at all events more 
picturesque than sitting with the hands idly before her as is 
the case with the third figure in the group. 


HOMTJRA. 

T the foot of the rising ground known as the Bluff, which 
forms the western boundary of Yokohama lies the vil¬ 
lage of Homura. 8kirting one side of the canal (originally 
eut to enclose Yokohama as an island) near its debouchement 
to the sea, it possesses a large trade, that has been greatly 
increased since the sale of Bluff lands to foreigners, which has 
placed Homura between the settlement and the large number 
of foreigners now resident on the Bluff. The view is taken 
from the top of the steps at the entrance of the principal tem¬ 
ple. The Japanese calculate on being burnt out once in three 
cr four years ; but it is now nearly six years since a large fire 
destroyed the greater part of Homura. Should such a disas¬ 
ter occur again, the inhabitants have received notice that they 
Will not be allowed to rebuild, but the land will be appropri¬ 
ated to foreigners. Indeed, the spread of the foreign settle¬ 


ment in Yokohama is something surprising; and in spite of 
complaints of bad times, it constantly keeps on advancing. 


THE FOREIGN CEMETERY. 

AKEN from a spot a few yards only from the picture 
above described, lies the foreign cemetery—the lower 
portion of which is given on page 5. From the density of the 
foliage, few special graves can be distinguished; but within 
this space are the final resting places not only of several much 
esteemed members of our community when in its infancy, but 
of the Russian and Dutch officers and seamen who were 
among the earlier victims of Japanese jealousy ; that also of 
Mr. Richardson, whose murder on the Tokaido by the retinue 
of Satsuma’s father, led to the battle of Kagosima. 

The cemetery has always, until lately, been under the 
charge and control of the foreign Consuls ; but they have now 
given it over to a committee appointed by the community. 
It is being nicely laid out and arranged, and ere long will 
be one of the prettiest burial-grounds in the east. It is sad 
to tell that scarcely a day passes without its occupants being 
added to. What with the English and French garrisons, 
the various national ship’s of war, the merchant shipping 
and the resident community, it has many feeders and is fillin g 
fast. 


THE RIFLE RANGE. 

T a distance of a mile and a half from town, a gully a little 
over 1,000 yards long, separating two spurs of table 
land, has been appropriated by the Japanese to the use of 
foreigners as a Rifle Range. It is under the charge of the 
commandant of the British garrison, but is alike used by all 
nationalities, and by two local Rifle associations—viz: the 
Swiss Rifle Club, and the Yokohama Rifle Club; both of 
which are carried on with a great deal of spirit. The former had 
its annual prize meeting in May last, and the latter is just now 
making preparations for one, to take place very shortly. Be¬ 
fore we had the fine new race-course we now rejoice in, this 
range was used as the race-course, and extremely pretty it 
was to see the assemblage on the race days. The gully was 
originally paddy or rice fields, which the Japanese have a 
great objection to give up. They say “ take as much high land 
as you like, but leave the rice fields.” In this case, however, 
they have made the ground hard by draining it, and given it 
over to us without charge. 

$ei;iod. 

i— - = = i ■ ■ ■ ■ — = 

M UCH inconvenience and some danger are experienced by equestrian* 
and carriage-folk who use our only country carriage road—the 
New Road to Mississippi Bay. Complaints are by no means merely mut¬ 
tered, but correspondence has appeared in the columns of the daily 
press supported by editorial comments : yet nothing is done. Perhaps 
the Japanese authorities wish to impress upon us the boon they confer¬ 
red on us in making the road, by allowing us to feci the want of it—for 
in its present condition it is so disagreeable to drive upon it, that practi¬ 
cally it may be said to be closed. 


T HE lighting of the settlement has been one of the prominent topics of 
the past fortnight. A meeting was held on the 3rd instant take the 
subject into consideration, when it was stated that 137 lamps would be 
necessary, the posts for which the Japanese authorities were willing to 
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•apply. Mr. Brunton, the chief of the Government Engineering Depart¬ 
ment, informed the meeting that be had instruction! to erect the lamp* 
posts as toon as the public had agreed to subscribe for the lighting. A 
Committee of three, consisting of Messrs. Benson, Pitman and W. H. 
Smith, was appointed to obtain necessary estimates, draw up rules, and 
raise subscriptions. The meeting then adjourned until the 17th instant, 
in order that the Committee might have time to obtain all information 
on the subject, and a definite arrangement be come to. * In a circular it 
has sent round the Committee states that a tax of two cents on each foot 
frontage throughout the settlement would suffice for the expenses. We 
cannot conceive any one raising a difficulty on this sum. The public has 
been under an erroneous impression respecting the duties of the Japanese 
government regarding the lighting. There is a special clause in the Re¬ 
gulations drawn up years ago, by which this is made the duty of the in¬ 
habitants. 


T HE telegrams brought by the French Mail Steamer on the 7th instant 
and by the English Mail Steamer on the 14th instant, announcing 
the successes of the Prussian arms over those of Trance in the opening of 
this most unhappy war, produced a profound sensation here. Naturally 
the North-Germans were elated, and the French depressed and excited ; 
and in one or two instances, slight disturbances took place between men 
of the two nationalities. Yokohama has always been one of the most 
fraternal settlements in the East, as regards the several nationalities of 
which the foreign residents are composed ; and we are happy to say that 
the present state of affairs in Europe has made no difference in individual 
friendships. But men of the rougher stamp, who are not nice with re¬ 
gard to their neighbour’s feelings, and pride themselves on saying what 
they think have onoe or twice come into collision, u endangering the 
peaoe of His Majesty " the Mikado. One little affair of the kind in which 
weapons were drawn produoed a good deal of talk and some uneasiness, 
but the angry passions were allayed, and quiet restored before any seriqus 
harms was done. 


T HE French Mail Steamer the Qodavety, started with the mails on 
board at daylight on the 13th instant for Hongkong; but returned 
to port within a few hours of her departure. As the Prussian corvette 
Medusa was known to be outside, it was supposed at first, that the Goda- 
very had been intimidated by her. It proved, however, that an accident 
to the machinery had compelled her to put back, and she is now at Yo- 
koeka undergoing the needful repairs. The Medusa came into the har¬ 
bour in the afternoon of the 13th, and so far as we can learn, had no 
thought of molesting the M. I. Steamer. 


A NEW era has dawned upon the Bluff Public Gardens, and they 
have twioe within the past fortnight been used for an out-of-door 
soiree. On the first occasion Messrs. Birch and Kohler made arrange¬ 
ments to give an exhibition of dissolving views, and the band of H. M.'s 
1st batt. 10th Regiment attended to discourse sweet sounds for the gene¬ 
ral delectation. The attendance was very large, leading many to wonder 
where they could all have come from. The dissolving views were effect¬ 
ually dissolved by the bright moonlight, and were thus a disappointment 
to many. (Some of them have since been privately exhibited in town, 
ami we can assure the public that they are superb when given, as they 
should always be, in the dark). There will be other opportunities of see¬ 
ing these views. The gardens were brilliantly illuminated with Japanese 
Lanterns, which had the effect of making them look far larger in extent 
than they appear by daylight The band of the 10th, which has really 
greatly improved of Irte, played a most excellent selection of music; but 
the great interest of the evening was centred in Sabunna's band, which 
has already had attention drawn to it in the columns and among the 
illustrations of the Ihr East. When we previously alluded to i’ ; only 
eight weeks ago, Mr. Fenton, the band master of the 10th. who had 
had them under tuition for drums, fifes and bugles durin^ some months ( 
was daily expecting a full supply or the best regimental band instru¬ 
ments from the Messrs. Distin of London. These arrived in the Chieftain 
on the 31st July ; and our readers may judge of the industry of the 
members of the band and of the assiduity of their master when they 
learn that they played in the gardens on the 7th Septen.iter— i.e. after 
only one month’s tuition on these instruments, quicksteps and marche* 


with exceeding spirit, and after the first start, which was s little hasy, in 
exoellent tune. The applause that greeted them was loud sod genuine* 
This is the first band of Japanese performers on foreign instruments, 
though probably they will be speedily followed by others. In the Chinese 
and Japanese Repository for 1866, there is a translation by Mr. Satow 
of the Diary of a member of the Japanese Embassy to Europe in 
1862-63.’* At page 367 is to be found the following description of 
European music and dancing at the governor’s bouse in Hongkong : 

41 In the afternoon I returned to the hotel, and in the evening went in 
14 the suite to the governor’s house, where 1 saw barbarian dancing. In 
“ dancing each man takes a woman by the hand, and several couples 
“ come forward ; they separate and meet, assemble and disperse, advance 
“ and retire, then suddenly went swiftly round and round. ^Whilst doing 
“ this they do not sing. Our countrymen did not care to listen to the 
“ music, for all the sounds seemed alike and very die-away. Soon after 
“ twelve o'clock we returned to the hotel. All the Western nations have 
“ this, and they call it tansu (danoe).’* 

From the above extract it will be seen that a considerable change 
must have come over Japan before they should commence to cultivate 
foreign music. 


T HE second evening ffcte st the gardens was enlivened by an exhibi¬ 
tion of Japanese and Chinese fireworks—somewhat monotonous as 
compared with European displays, but sufficiently interesting. The band 
of the regiment again exerted itself in the public behalf, the gardens 
were illuminated as before, the attendance was good, and the whole 
successful. It is a great satisfaction to have the question practically 
settled as to the advisability of opening the gardens to these public ffetea. 
The public has fully expressed its opinion by the large attendances and 
the perfect order. Next year we look forward to many summer evenings 
being enlivened by such gatherings. 


S HIP-BUILDING is not yet s very extensive branch of Yokohama in¬ 
dustry, but small vessels for propulsion by sails or by steam arc- 
constantly being turned out by the various yards. Messrs. Wilkie and 
Laufenberg have recently launched a very pretty little steamer for river 
traffic, or for the passage between this and Yedo. 8he is estimated to 
carry 40 tons of cargo and a great many passengers. 


M U8IC has hitherto had but small chance in Yokohama, but whatever 
baa been given of a good class has been fairly patronized. The 
drama has not yet put forth any very ambitious efforts, but in the case of 
our Amateur Dramatic Corps has always been received with favour. It 
is therefore with great satisfaction that we see a building in the Main 
Street, approaching completion for theatrical performances. It has been 
built by one of our residents under an arrangement with the Amatenr 
Corps, and we look to the enjoyment of many a performance within its 
walla We hope, however, that an endeavour will be given to “ slip in ” 
a few trisls of the “ legitimate drama ’’ amongst the burlesques and 
faroes which too commonly from the staple of amateur theatricals in the 
east. We have several men of fully average merit, and a few of more 
than ordinary ability, and we are sure they could give us something of a 
high class if they would take the trouble. 

But before this new temple of the drama is opened, we have to look 
forward to a performance which will introduce music of a high order. 
The old farce of M Box and Cox” has, under another shape, been pl^ed 
during a prolonged season at the Gallery of Illustration in Regent Street, 
London under the title of “ Cox and Box.” Some beautiful music was 
written for it by Mr. Arthur Sullivan, whose name alone, among musi¬ 
cians, guarantees its quality, and as the characters in the piece thus al¬ 
tered, are three men, it is called a triumeiretta. This is to be given by 
some Amateurs, preceded by a farce written purposely for the occasion 
in which several gentlemen who have never before acted in Yokohama, 
will take a part. It is expected to be a very interesting performance, as 
things go in Yokohama, and if there be any profit, it will go to the fund 
for the new Organ for the Church. The room in which it is to l»o giv#*n 
has not been made known ; but it is not the new theatre. 
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A ygRY interesting “ Report on silk culture in Japan” by Mr. Adams, 
H. B. M. Secretary of Legation here, has been published by autho¬ 
rity of H. B. M. Minister. It is the third report made by the same gen- 
lldoan, and the three are most valuable as imparting an amount of in¬ 
formation to foreign merchants respecting the culture of this important 
fuple in this country; and as shewing the Japanese the value attached 
to commerce by foreign governments. Mr. Adams says in the outset of 
his third Report 

‘Owing to the manifest whic i the Japanese government were evincing 
u xn matter of silk culture, it was considered that it would be not 
“ only a courteous act, but one likely to prove of much benefit in an in- 
“ ternational point of view, if a Japanese gentleman were associated in 
». mv expedition this year. Accordingly, Matsun4 Oonroku, son-in-law 
“of the Minister DatA was invited, and formed one of the party. He 
11 was of the greatest assistance to me, both in smoothing away the little 
“difficulties which inevitably occur on such a journey, and in obtaining 
-for us more unrestrained intercourse with the natives. He also inter- 


~~ 1 " . . 

“ ested himself especially in the particular subject which occupied us, 
44 and it is no small satisfaction to me personally that it has fallen to my 
44 lot to be the first to associate a Japanese gentleman with foreigners in 
44 an extended tour through his own country in the common interests of 
14 Commerce." 

It is no part of the scheme of this little journal to enter at length upon 
any subjects whatever. It is merely a vehicle for the heads of intelli¬ 
gence connected with Japan, and for illustrations of such places in the 
country, and subsequently in other parts of the Far East, as are obtainable. 
But we cannot too strongly commend the labours of Mr. Adams ever 
since be came to Japan, in the cause of this branch of commerce. It 
has evidently done good amongst the Japanese themselves. Ten years 
ago, what would have been the reply of a Japanese gentleman, invited 
to take such a trip in the interests of oommerce ? This prejudice could 
only be overcome by exactly such means as Mr. Adams adopted ; and on 
every ground, he deserves well of all ooncemed in commerce in Japan. 



Thi Rifir Hanoi. 


OIR Edmund Hornby, the chief judge of H. M. Supreme Court in China 
^ and Japan, has been here during the last month, and has had less 
judicial business than was expected. He leaves about the 26th instant, 
c* retetr for Europe 

WHERE has long been a talk of removing the British legation residence 
from Yokohama to Yedo. It would unquestionably be a great ad¬ 
vantage to the British Minister not to have to pass so constantly as he 
does at present‘between Yedo and Yokohama, but it would be a great 
lp« to the latter place. 


CHX hundred Marines are to be stationed here. 8o much is known ; and 
° it is believed that they have already left England. The 10th Regi¬ 
ment will be very much missed whenever they go ; and we fear that this 
must be on arrival of the Marines. There can be no doubt that the 
Royal Marines are the best troops to keep permanently In such a country 
u tbia so far as their usefulness is concerned, as the facility of moving 
'hem. or employing them either ashore or afloat, is so much greater. 


KOBE. 

(From the ffiogo Xewt). 

All writers on Japan are agreed on one subject, that the 
natives of these islands are truly a holiday-making race. 
Neither rain nor sunshine will stay them from keeping up a 
holiday, whether religious or secular, on its appointed day. 
Last Thursday and Friday were of that temperature commonly 
called sweltering—the Bun beating down with great force; but 
despite the heat, the natives of Hiogo and Kob4 turned out in 
great force, and most religiously carried various shrines from 
place to place, and yelled as is their wont when celebrating the 
feast of Tkuta-daijin. 

Proceedings commenced at daylight on Thursday, when the 
guardians of the sacred erections produced them from their re- 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 









TH E VJLJBb BAST. 


tiiwMnt, and procee d ed to pat them together. This wm 
quickly done, and the day was soon made hideous by the 
besting on all sides of innumerable drums. These shrines (or 
dram carts, as they might be called) are very well got op 
pieces of workmanship. They are of Various sixes, ranging 
from nine to nineteen feet in height and from twenty-seven 
inches to three feet square. The panels below the drum, whith 
are about two feet in depth, are well carved, though the sub¬ 
jects are somewhat trivial, each side being ornamented with 
birds, 4c., in relief Above the body is a framework of poles 
on which the edifice is carried, and on that a railing of highly 
polished ebony, mounted with metal in every possible place. 
Inside the railing are the four poets which support the canopy 
above, and in the centre are four children dressed in their 
very best—both clothes and faces a mass of red and white. 
Hieae ( ohildren have their lesson well prepared, and when put 
in their places round the large drum which forms the core of 
this gundy apple, they give time, by beats on the drum, to the 
bearers, who dap their hands, and shout and march in unison. 

The lower part of the canopy above is composed of panels 
of hiaki and a dark Chinese wood of a similar grain and 
hardness, whioh are carved in a manner that would put to 
shame the natives of many a more highly civilised nation 
than Japan. The subjects chosen are mostly incidents in the 
life of the goddess Ihda dtijin, who is supposed to have been 
one of the original founfcn of the Japanese world. The whole 
is surmounted by a band of red doth, like an immense turban, 
with two mirrors on each face, one bearing in relief, in silver, 
a hare, pounding rice in a mortar, the other a raven. 

There are five of these erections belonging to Hiogo and 
Kob6, besides a shrine similar in shape to the above, but 
covered in and coated all over with brass. The largest “ drum 
box ” belongs to the first 44 q umrit&r ” in Hiogo, and ooet some 
Bios 2,BOO! There are about 1,200 houses in the district, 
and of coarse it oould afford to have a good shrine. 

The whole of the paraphernalia was left at the temple by 
the raoe-ooarse on Thursday night, and many worshippers 
paid their devoirs at the temple during the evening and then 
worshipped Bacchus at night. Early on Friday the proces¬ 
sions set out again, and proceeded to the bed of the Minato 
river, when *1 fruc* parties were formed along the banks, the 
drams beating incessantly during the whole time. The 
amount of unripe pears and peaches, and partially roasted 
Indian corn, devoured by the crowd must have been immense; 


but fortunately the Japanese constitution will endrire, ap¬ 
parently, more ill-treatment than would suffice to give cholssa 
to a whole regiment of Europeans. 

A repetition of the howling accompanied the fixtures on 
their road home, and before midnight they were all in pieces 
and stowed away again, ready for next time of asking. 

TIENTSIN. 

A son of 8an-ko-lin is reported to have solicited and been 
refused the Imperial sanction to oommand some of the troops 
now being massed towards Tientsin. 

Chen-kow-jui is said to have been in Tientsin for tan days, 
which coincides with the previous report of his having left 
Peking. It does not look like giving up his head to the French 
on the 21st, especially if he has first to be sent for examina¬ 
tion to the Provincial Judge at Pao-ting-foo as the Chi-fbo and 
Chi-haien are believed to have been. It becomes more and 
more dear that nothing can save China from a war with 
Frances *md nothing can teach the ignorant mandarins their 
duty but a severe punishment, which they will remember at 
least for the next ten yean. Since the unfortunate repulse at 
the Corea the Chinese have been dreaming they can play with 
the French. This is a delusion whioh must be effectually dis¬ 
pelled ; and as it is equally the interest of all foreign nations 
that this lesson should be taught, so it is their duty ty cordial¬ 
ly support the French morally, if they do not take a more 
active share in the war. 

By the Shantung we learn that large bodies of troops an 
moving towards Tientsin; Li and Ting are shortly expected to 
arrive there. 

The French ultimatum would expire on the 21st on which 
date it is expected that Count Boohechouart would haul his 
flag down and leave Peking. This oomes from native aa well 
as foreign sources, and is probably correct 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

The proprietor has much pleasure in announcing that by 
the "Aden ” whioh arrived from Kobe on the 10th inat, he 
has reoeived views taken in Osaka, Kagosima, and Pormoea, 
which will oommenoe to appear in the next number of the 
« TAB EAST.” He alao hopes in the oonree of a mail or two 
to reoeive his first pictures from China and Hongkong. 
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f MPERIALISM has its phases, as various and as re¬ 
markable as those of all other conditions of life ; and 
a resident in Japan is apt to question, when he com¬ 
pares the current of events in Europe with what he 
finds here, which holds the more enviable position— 
the ruler of France who is yet nominally an Emperor, the 
triumphant King of Prussia who seeks the title, or the Mika¬ 
do of Japan, who is dc facto an Emperor ? 

8urely the answer is very simple and easy. Over heca¬ 
tombs of victims Louis Napoleon marched ere he assumed the 
Imperial purple, and he has worn it for 17 years. Elected as 
Resident of the Republic which had only just been created 
by the will of the nation, he followed in the ambitious foot¬ 
steps of his uncle, and the strength of his name having placed 
him in the proud position of first citizen, he trusted to it to 
raise him yet higher; and at the sacrifice of honour, feeling, 
and every true and worthy instinct of human nature, he car¬ 
ried out his celebrated, successful but notoriously wicked 
wwp d'etat, which the French nation endorsed by voting him 
their Emperor. Though nothing that can be urged, no ar¬ 


gument that can be used, no necessity that can bo insisted 
upon could justify or palliate that step, the nation forgave 
him and the world could only look on in wonder. But from 
that period onwards, none can deny that he has done much 
for France, and for civilization. During his reign, more .real 
progress has been enjoyed by France than she had known for 
generations—so much so indeed, that many imagined that 
the flourishing state of Commerce would go far to counter¬ 
balance the emperor’s evident leaning towards war. 

The King of Prussia, before his elevation to the throne was 
lookod upon we believe by Germany, but certainly by all the 
rest of the world as a staunch champion of constitutionalism. 
But Bismarck soon took all that out of him ; and after de¬ 
stroying the constitution Prussia enjoyed when he commenced 
his rule, and partially restoring it after his great successes 
in every direction in which his army was engaged with an 
enemy, he seeks now to abolish it as it should seem, by 
converting North Germany from a constitutional monarchy 
into an empire, of which he shall be the Autocrat. And if 
his present military campaign terminates as successfully as it 
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Mendicant Nuns—(0 Biku San). 


has commenced, no doubt he will gain his end. But should 
he do so, can it be supposed that Germany, in the breasts of 
whose people the spirit of freedom exists as actively as in 
any nation, and where enlightenment, wealth and vigour are 
alike opposed to oppression, will submit ? We have no faith 
whatever in the permanence of an Imperial regime over such 
a people. The Sovereign of Germany must govern by means 
of the national voice, and this must be heard in a legitimate 
National Assembly. In Austria the Emperor whilst retain¬ 
ing the title now governs by the Reichsrath; and in France 
the Emperor has lately yielded this point. If therefore the 
king of Prussia were to be proclaimed Emperor to-morrow, 
autocracy must be sunk, popular government with responsi¬ 
ble ministers be adopted, and the title alone remain. After 
all, it is a proud honour to covet—the title of Emperor of 
Germany; and if the King of Prussia can be content to wear 
it, and at the same time govern constitutionally, he is well 
entitled to it. 

But the Emperor of Japan holds a different position from 
either of his brothers of the West. By comparison his em¬ 
pire is but as a nutshell to theirs. In extent, in population, 
it may bear some comparison; but in point of knowledge, of 
science, of art, of everything—but good breeding, in which 
it is equal to either—where is it? Yet whilst Napoleonic 
power is but a creation of the present century, the French 
monarchy itself only dates from the fifth. Prussia too, was 
first deemed a kingdom in the year 1700, and the house of 
Brandenburg in whom vested the sovereignty, and of which 
the present king is the representative, took its rise in the 
15th century, in the purchase by a small burgrave of Nurem- 


burg of the Marquisate of Brandenburg—for which he paid 
the Emperor Sigismund 400,000 ducats. All honour to the 
great and brave men who from such a beginning have made 
Prussia what she is to-day. And due honour be accorded to 
the talents and bravery, which, had they been guided by dis¬ 
cretion and humanity would have kept the name of Napoleon 
bright before the world. But how must the Emperor of Ja¬ 
pan look upon these men and their dominions ? It is most 
natural that from the exalted position he holds as the descen¬ 
dant of a sovereignty which passes unbroken through more 
than two* millennia ho should look on with serenity and pride. 

That Japan has known trouble, and that his Imperial 
ancostors have had to assert their rule by the power of the 
sword is true enough. That during more than two hundred 
years, the active government of the empire has vested in a 
great and powerful subject is acknowledged; but that subject 
only dared to hold his authority from the man whose ances¬ 
tors are esteemed deities; and in the late conflict, he feared 
to point a sword against the sacred banner, or issue a com¬ 
mand in opposition to the Imperial will. The hearts of the 
princes and of the people alike quailed before the Mikado’s 
flag, so that, of all who would have upheld the cause of the 
Tycoon, only a few stood firm, and they were overwhelmed 
by forces, many of whom sympathised with them but dared 
not disobey those who spoke in the Emperor’s name. 

This is a most wondrous spectacle. It can never fail to as¬ 
sume prominence in the minds of all who contemplate the 
present position of Jap.in. 

And now tho young Emperor takes his ease in his castle at 
Tokio. No foreigner has any knowledge as to his daily life. 
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Nominally, the Mikado is a student all Lis days; occupying 
himself with schemes for good government, and keeping at 
peace with his deified ancestry. All, however, is uncertain, 
and it must depend upon the tastes of the man himself, whe¬ 
ther he be a student, or a libertine; a slave to himself and his 
passions or a sovereign in deed as well as in name. One thing 
is certain that he has fallen on happy times for his nation in 
this:—that they are emerging from what may be termed dark¬ 
ness into light; and there is every probability of his people 
becoming enfranchised and enlightened by the force of cir¬ 
cumstances developing themselves gradually but surely; and 
he who has long been the mewed-up autocrat (!) of a sealed 
nation, will find himself the constitutional sovereign of a hap¬ 
py, enterprising and progressive people. 

France, Prussia, Japan! The past of France, the present 
of Prussia, the future of Japan! Empire, Kingdom or Repub¬ 
lic—France must remain great. Prussia too will hold the 
position her armies win. But Japan? We trust that her 
« baptism of blood ” which happily was not very severe, may 
only clear the way for the advance of peace and all the bless¬ 
ings it brings in its train. That ambition may never blight 
her prospects, or embroil her with neighbouring nations. 
That her people and her sovereign may mutually strive not 
for the aggrandisment of their empire, but to render it re¬ 
spected by all other nations. 


®hf dilustrations. 

O BIKTJ SAN. 

A N idea seemed to possess some of the early writers on Ja¬ 
pan, that poverty was rare, and beggars were unknown. 
But 44 the poor ye have always with you” is as true of this 
country as it is of all others, and begging is reduced to a 
system. There lives in Yedo, a potentate yclept the King 
of the. Beggars, of whom we may some* day have to write at 
length; but to-day our attention is claimed by another class. 
Of the crowds of natives ordinarily met with in the streets, 
none are more noticeable than the Mendicant Nuns (bikuni) 
or as they are called by the natives 0 Biku San. Their dress 
is not easily described, bu* their personal appearance is de¬ 
picted in the picture on page 2. 8hould a foreigner ask of a 
Japanese who and what they are, he may receive for an an¬ 
swer, 44 all the same as priests.” But they are in fact very dif¬ 
ferent. They are girls who are taken into what we might call 
nunneries for want of a better name—but their vocation is 
not so much to devote themselves to a life of seclusion, good 
works or prayer, as it is simply to beg from door to door. 
In various parts of the country there are large establish¬ 
ments devoted to their use, and in most places of any sire 
or importance there art smaller ones. Here they are taken 
in either as orphans, or if their parents are too poor to sup¬ 
port them and do not choose to sell them to a life of sin and 
dishonour, or, as it happens in some instances, if the pa¬ 
rents have little affection for them, and can pay a trifle to 
have them taken off their hands. The young things are 
clothed in the peculiar garb of the order, their heads are 


shaven, and they are fed and housed. In return they have 
to beg, to do reverence at every temple they pass, and give 
the proceeds of each day to the head of the establishment 
which they claim as their home. 

There are others in Japan, besides these mendicants who 
come under the title of bikuni. If a woman loses her hus¬ 
band, and resolves upon celibacy for the remainder of her 
life, on making her vow to the priests she has her head 
shaved, and thenceforward it is understood by all that she 
is 44 a widow indeed, ” though not altogether dead to the 
world. 8he does not necessarily dress differently from others, 
nor does she especially exercise herself in any religious works. 
Public opinion may decide for itself whether she has been 
too happy or too miserable with her deceased husband; but 
her shaven head proclaims to the world that she desires no 
other. 

As a rule the mendicant nuns are debarred from matrimony 
so long os their heads are shaven, but if they desire to enter 
the married state, no compulsion is used against it. They 
allow their hair to grow and go their way; and many very 
respectable women, wives of men in good circumstances have 
in early life been of their number. 

% # Since writing the last paragraph, on enquiry of another 
Japanese, we are informed that they are not permitted to 
leave the order, but some do run away and get husbands. 
They would be prevented if they were caught in time. 


NAGASAKI. 

T HE view of Nagasaki is taken from the Bungalow of 
Messrs. Glover & Co. In natural beauty of scenery, 
no country in the world can surpass Japan; and taken as a 
whole, no harbour in Japan can excel that of Nagasaki. It 
is varied in the extreme, having an island-studded sea, hills 
covered with wood, hills cultivated to their tops, and hills 
quite bare and rugged. Fortifications snugly esoonced on the 
side of the hills, or boldly pointing their guns from the low 
islands. Villages dotting the beach, a fine and very pic¬ 
turesque native town at the head of the bay, with a settlement 
of foreign built houses rubbing shoulders with it. Vessels 
of all kinds from the Western man-of-war to the Japanese 
junk, ride placidly at anchor, or move in or out, propelled 
by sail, by steam, or towed by a small fleet of Japanese row¬ 
boats. Then there are the several public works, such as 
the foundry, the patent slip, and now the dry dock—com¬ 
bining together to make a lovely picture. Fan-shaped De6i- 
ma too, at the inner extremity, and the island of Pappenburg 
at the sea entrance, lend an interest to the scene, such as no 
other port in the Empire can command. 

Nagasaki is now very far behind Yokohama and Kobd, 
in point of foreign business; but it was the open port of 
Japan when all others were closed. It was the port through 
which alone the Japanese kept up any knowledge of the 
outer world, and to which in each year one Dutch ship was 
allowed to come and discharge its cargo and load with Japan¬ 
ese productions. Circumstances too have given it much im¬ 
portance since the exchange of Treaties between Japan an<l 
other nations. Its proximity to the territory of Satsuma, 
of Hosakawa, of Chosiu, Tosa, Oowagima and a number of 
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other powerful or enlightened Daimios made, it an entrepot 
fox their commerce, and being at a distance from the seat of 
government, theee princes could act much more freely than 
they were able to do either in Yedo or Yokohama. Officers 
belonging to them were constantly resident there, and min¬ 
gled with remarkable cordiality with some of the leading 
foreigners, and thus was acquired, almost imperceptibly, a 
taste and strong desire for foreign habits. They established 
under the auspices of the Dutch, a Medical School, from 
which several clever native doctors have come forth,—among 
others the well known Dr. Mats’moto; and a foundry at 
which some of their best Engineers received their instruction. 
Encouraged too by the success attending these, the princes 
have got from Europe, machinery, which they have taken to 
their own territories, and had erected under European su¬ 
perintendence. A patent slip too was opened on the 19th 
January 1869, on which during the first year no less than 
30 vessels were repaired, one being a steamer of 1,150 tons. 
This success induced the government to commence the con¬ 
struction of 

THE DRY DOCK AT TATAKAMI, 

A PICTURE of which in course of construction forms 
another of our illustrations. It is 460 feet long by 110 
feet broad, with a depth of water over sill at neap tides of 21 
feet and at spring tides of 26 feet. It is hewn out of the 
solid rock for the most part, and must prove very useful. 

The Coal mines at Takosiiha, worked until now by Messrs. 
Glover & Co., under a lease from the native authorities are 
producing such excellent coal, that the Princes of Kiusiu 
are ordering machinery from Europe, to develope the coal 
fields in their territories. In fact, in many ways has Naga¬ 
saki proved the cradle of Japanese progress, and we hope 
that the dulness that seems at present to pervade her, may 
pass away, and that she may still hold an important and 
honored position among the open ports of Japan. 


TAKAO, FORMOSA. 

ORMOSA, one of the most fertile islands in the world, 
although long known to traders on the China Coast, 
has only since 1860 been the seat of a British Consulate. 
Takao or Ape’s Hill harbour is the nearest port to the chief 
city Taiwan, that is capable of receiving ships of any size. 

The troubles that long interfered with foreign trade in 
Formosa, were brought to a close, it will be remembered, by 
the spirited conduct of the late Mr. Gibson, the Consul, aided 

by Lieut. Gurdon in the Gunboat-two years ago. 

The circumstances are so fresh in the memory of our readers 
that we need not further dwell upon these. Mr. Consul 
Bwinhoe, the first Consul thus writes in the “Chinese and 
Japanese Repository ” of November 1864 :— 

“ The island of Formosa has been long in possession of 
the Chinese. 

“ The viceroy of Fohkien and Chekiang has to consider For¬ 
mosa as a Foo or district of the first of his provinces, and is 
bound by law to visit the island once every three years. 
These formal visits are lucrative to the high functionary, and 
anything but agreeable to the subordinates he goes to visit, 


for if they do not come before him with a handsome present 
their hands they run the risk of being shelved for the first 
trivial offence. To meet the emergency, the mandarins in 
their turn put extra taxes on the people, and thus, at the 
expense of all classes, the exalted kinsman of the emperor 
walks the path of duty, and returns, unlike most other tra¬ 
vellers, with a well-filled purse. Owing, however, to the 
present troubles in China, more than a decade has passed 
since the last viceregal visit to Taiwan. The Tai-toan Too, 
or chief authority, of Taiwan resides at the Foo, or capital 
city. He is the chief magistrate, and has to make a circuit 
of the departments once annually. The next civil authority 
is the Tai-umn Foo , or prefect; then the Tai-wan Hien, or 
departmental judge; and lastly, the Taifang Ting , or marine 
magistrate. These are the chief civil functionaries resident 
in the capital. The chief military and naval authority is the 
Chintai, who is at once oommodore of the fleet and the oom- 
mander-in-chief of the land forces. He also resides at the 
capital. The civil mandarins of Formosa are paid their 
salaries from the land-rents and grain taxes. These salaries 
are of nominal value. The Taotai , for instance, only receives 
1,600 taels, or £600 per annum; but his emoluments are 
large, those drawn from the taxes on camphor especially. 
The yearly income he is said to make out of this, the most 
important trade of the island, is an almost fabulous amount. 
The Foo or prefect, besides court fees, lines his pockets from 
the immense salt monopoly of the island which hq rules un¬ 
controlled. Re has salt-offices, or Yen-kwant , at every place 
of any importance, and the toll is enforced with great rigour. 
The offices have regular and constant couriers running be¬ 
tween them and the capital, who are usually employed by 
the mandarins to carry official despatches. Foreign-manufao- 
cured salt is not permitted to be imported, and vessels are 
frequently made to discharge overboard what cargoes they 
carry of it before gaining admission into the ports. 

“ The Hiens , or departmental magistrates, hold the Petty 
Assizes, and adjudicate in all cases of seoondary importance. 
In their court, by legal fees and a process of intimidation, 
they generally manage to make pecuniary matters go smooth. 

41 The Tings exact exorbitant port dues, all of which are set 
against the current expenses of their office. They are em¬ 
powered to lay hands on so many private vessels a year, for 
the purpose of eonveying rice to the imperial gamer. These 
junks are paid a nominal freight, and are often detained idle for 
months. This the j unkm en are too glad to escape by pay¬ 
ment of a moderate squeeze. This system has led to a seizure 
and embargo on all vessels that refuse to pay the toll or 
escape money. Use makes custom, and the Chinese now 
regard this exaction of the mandarins simply as Kow-sei, or 
port expenses. 

“ But the military offices of Formosa may be looked upon 
as so many gambling lotteries. The mandarinate of the 
Chin-tai is Baid to be the most lucrative on the island. The 
man Tsang who held this post while we were at Taiwanfoo 
had purchased the office with the present of 8,000 taels 
(£ 2,000) to the Tartar general of the forces in Fokien, and 
the previous incumbent, Lin, was ordered away to the hig er, 
but less lucrative appointment of admiral at Amoy. But , 
was not so easily to be deprived of the much-coveted be , 
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and by a counter-bribe to the Tartar general, got that worthy 
to see the necessity of ordering Tsang to accompany a draft 
of braves or militia-men to Foochow. Lin was on this return¬ 
ed to his original post. Tsang had only acted Chin-tai for 
eight months, and yet left the post with a clear profit of 
4,000 taels (£1,000). 

44 The military have another equally successful way of win¬ 
ning back their first outlay. At all the ports they have establish¬ 
ed their Woo-low, or military port-duos; as the civilians have 
their Wan-low, or civil port-duos. The military dues amount 
to about one-third less than the civil dues. The sum required 
of native junks varies generally according to their cargoes, 
the average being thirty taels to the one and twenty to the 
other. On foreign vessels at any port in Formosa, not open 
to trade, the exactions are usually made at fifty taels per 
mast, whether the vossel come in with full cargo or in ballast. 
At Tamsuy, since the opening of the port, these exactions 
have, of course* been done away as regards European vessels, 
and the regular tariff rates of dues and duties established. 
Great fear has always been entertained of the rebelling of the 
Formosans, and, to provide against tliis, soldiers required for 
service in Formosa used not to be enlisted on the island, but 
brought over from the main. In former years they were 
relieved yearly; subsequently, once in three years ; but now 
it is too often a life service, the bones only of the exiled 
soldier being returned for burial to his native land—at least, 
*hen his relations come forward with the means to pay for 
their carnage. The yearly stun formerly given by the govern¬ 
ment for the maintenance of the army in Taiwan amounted, to 


200,000 taels. It is now reduced to a tenth of that sum. In 
the second month of every year a mandarin is sent to Foo¬ 
chow with a requisition for the money, and has to spend 
greater part of the year at the principal capital before he 
receives it. On these trips he generally speculates on his 
own account in fans, boots, and other goods. The trade-com¬ 
missioner assured me that the worth of the island was ontirely 
eaten up by the rottenness of its administration, and that 
Taiwan, instead of being a valuable appanage to the crown, 
was a thorn in the side, and a drain in the purse of the pro¬ 
vincial government. The Pescadores alone contain a garrison 
of 2,000 marines, under a Hea-tai, or military commandant 
For the maintenance of this detachment, a special mandarin 
is sent by way of Tai-wan-foo to Foochow for commissariat 
funds. Unfortunately, in every such matter tho love of greed 
overwoighs the sense of duty, and too many of tho officers in 
command leave their posts defenceless, and put into their own 
pockets the money intended for tho support of their men. As 
a special instance of similar conduct which came under my 
own observation, I would relate that while at Taxnsuy we 
were living at a village which was officially recognised to 
have a garrison of 700 men. One evening, to the alarm and 
surprise of us all, it was announced that a disaffected village 
a few miles distant from us, intendod to make a raid on us, to 
plunder the people and to murder the mandarins. The 
authorities fell into a paroxysm of fear, and had the gongs 
beaten to call the troops to arms. Thoy boat the whole after¬ 
noon, and after much trouble succeeded in mustering 100 
men. Nor indeed was the force known to comprise more; 
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and yet it was down in the books as 700, and for that number 
the offioer received supplies. 

14 Takow or Ape’s mil harbour. The mountain call >"e’B 
Hill (from the numerous large monkeys, Macacut cyelopu , *nat 
one time frequented itj with its peak of 1,710 feet rises in 
hugh mass, its front sloping down into the sea and its back 
into the large plain. It stands alone conspicuous on the sea 
board, but further inland running northwards, Whaleback, 
and two or three other smaller hills appear to form with it a 
disconnected chain ; but these are separated by a wide tract of 
level land from the great central chain. From Ape’s Hill 
southwards, runs a mole which has disrupted into two blocks 
north and south, (the latter called Saracen’s Head). This 
disruption, about eighty yards wide, forms the entrance into 
the harbour, which is bound by the land on the one hand, 
and by a long low spit of sand on the other. There is a large 
mound of Fuller’s earth at the foot of the hill, but the forma¬ 
tion is chiefly clay and limestone, abounding in great outcrop- 

r g masses of black volcanic rock, in many places scorched 
a clinker, and mixed with fossiliferous limestone, Sea 
shells, and sea-worn pebbles lie embedded even near the peak, 
and a long stratum of oyster shells forms an exposed stratum 
under the soil on one band many yards above the sea-level. 
There appears every indication that the mountain is of com¬ 
paratively modern upheaval, and its botany may perhaps 
afford another good reason for thinking so. I collected for 
several days, of every plant in bloom and found nothing new, 
nothing, in fact, that did not also flourish in the plains and 
low hills of the Chinese main. The only sign now given of 
volcanic action is the presence of the small sulphur stream on 
the inner side of the narbour which is covered at high tide. 
The break-water that the solitary Ape’s Hill would form, 
would doubtless soon lead to the deposit of a long line of 
sandy coast, north and south, shutting in in shallow pools.— 
the water discharged by the small rivers from the interior, 
And this is just what has occurred. Looking from the top of 
the mountain, the coast lines run in almost right lines, mat 
on the south having entirely shut in the two or three small 
rivers that now empty themselves in the basin of the harbour, 
and thenoe through the cleft in the mole into the sea; and 
that on the north, where the rivers form pools which detouch 
gradually into the sea from shallow outlets. The southern 
sand-spit extends down to the Mong-toa hill which forms 
another breakwater, at the mouth of what would be an im¬ 
portant river, from its length and breadth, if not so shallow 
and barred. 

“ The neighbourhood of Takow is well peopled, and well cul¬ 
tivated. The country abounds in bamboo, and banyan groves, 
in the midst of which cluster the houses of the colonists. 
These people are mostly Amoy and Chinchew Chinese, and 
seem good-natured, contented, and happy. Beyond this 
great southern river to the foot of the mountain chain, the 
oolonists are mostly from the Canton district, near Swatow, 
and show but little submission to the mandarin rule, though 
the authorities have their emissaries as far south as Fang leau 
or Pong le, where the mountain chain slopes into the sea.” 


jqiod. 

■ =a - ' I •* — :■■ ■■! ■ . - _ 

B Y the Pacific Mail Steamer, which left for San Francisco, a'more than 
usual number of Japanese took passage for Europe. Among them 
was a Mia—uncle of His Majesty the Mikado. In his party were several 
high offioer* belonging to the clans of Satsuma, Choshiu, Toaa and Bisen, 
and of the last named, we are given to understand, was the heir of the 
ChihanjL It was originally reported that Satsuma himself was going 
with some other princes, but that turned out to be a mistake. Nothing 
better could be desired for Japan, than that such men should travel, and 
see the world for themselves instead of through the eyes of their re¬ 


tainers, whose reports, at the best, must be strongly coloured with whft 
they fancy will be to the taste of their lords. 


FT1HB question of street lighting has oocupied the attention of two pub- 
A lie meetings. At the first held on the 3rd September, It wu agreed 
to subscribe for the 1 igbting of the settlement, leaving it an open ques¬ 
tion whether the Japanese government is or is not properly liable tor the 
expense; and a Committee of three, Messrs. Pitman, Benson and W. EL 
8mith, was appointed to ascertain the probable expense, draw up a 
scheme on which rules could be made, and the funds raised, and fa- 
port at an adjourned meeting to be held on the 17th September. On 
that d ay they gave in their report, to the effect thet the expense would 
be about $ 800 per month, and suggesting as “ the fairest and most equi¬ 
table method " for raising the amount, a payment of 2 cents per month 
on each foot of street frontage. It was finally agreed to make no definite 
assessment for the present, but to raise the amount, if possible, by volun¬ 
tary subscription. The result of this has not yet transpired. 


T HE telegraph between Kob6 and' Osaka is now open for messages in 
Japanese. The terms for transmitting messages in the native syl¬ 
labary are very low— only one boo for 160 katakana character*. Tbs 
telegraph between Yokohama and Yedo has yielded most satisfactory 
returns from its very opening, and no doubt the same will be found of 
the Kob6 and Osaka line. 


T HE Hon. W. O. Seward, who was foreign Secretary of the United 
States under Presidents Lincoln and Johnson— ix. during a period 
of eight years, arrived here by the China, from 8an Francisco, on the 
25th ulto. He is on a trip round the world. 


A cleverly conceived but badly executed robbery took place at the En¬ 
glish Commisariat Stores on the day of the departure of the steam¬ 
er for San Francisco. Mr. Lynea, the foreman having got the signature 
of the proper officer for the delivery of certain stores, to be shipped on 
board H. M. 8. Adventure, got a number of coolies together and ordered 
them to take down not only the proper goods, but a large number of 
bales of blankets, clothing, kc^ besides to the Custom-house. He ■no* 
oeeded in passing them for shipment on the Adventure, and had them 
placed in lighters, himself accompanying them. The officials, however, 
observed that when the boats were well out in the harbour, they took an¬ 
other direction than that in which the Adventure lay, and their suspicion# 
were aroused. They sent after the boats, brought them back, and in spite 
of all that Mr. Lynes oould say, had them landed and placed in the Cus¬ 
tom-house. This was late in the afternoon ; and it turned out that Lynes 
had sold the goods to a Japanese merchant, received the money for them, 
and was in the act of delivering them, or had delivered them on the 
lighters. He had already shipped his wife and children on board the 
San Francisoo Steamer, and now, under pretence of going to the com¬ 
missariat office to apprise his chief of the oonduct of the official^ he went 
away to the hatoba, and got off to the steamer, which sailed before any¬ 
thing further was known. His abeenoe the following morning, led to 
enquiries, and the whole of the affair was discovered. No less than 57 
Bales were in possession of the Custom-house authorities, which the 
Senior Control offioer at onoe claimed ; and a thorough investigation is to 
take place to ascertain the extent of his depredations. 


A N Amateur performance took place at the Chinese Theatre on to* 
28th September; the first of a short series, to be given tor tbs 
benefit of the Church Organ Fund. A sprightly little farce entitled toe 
“ Irish Compradors ” written by gentleman who played the principal 
character, commenoed the evening, and was followed by the triumvirettn 
“ Cox and Box ”—the music of which was writteh by one of England's 
best musicians, Mr. Arthur Sullivan. Both pieces were exceedingly well 
received by a very large audience, and it is expected that the triumviret- 
ta will be repeated. The music is of so high and so attractive a character, 
that it cannot be beard too often. 
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atrocities that undoubtedly were committed on foreigners, 
and to represent the sword-wearers as villainous, bloodthirsty 
and cruel savages. Both of these views are false ; and the 
sooner they are dissipated from the minds of those interested 
in Japan the better. 

There is evidently springing up among the moro ambitious 
classes, a strong desire to see their country stand forth among 
tho nations with an individuality and a character of its own. 
For centuries it has followed in literature its great neighbour 
China; and w’ith the literature a certain tone was engendered, 
which, but for the real difference that exists in the very 
nature of the Chinese and Japanese would have permeated 
the whole people. It is fortunate for them that essential 
difference has existed, for already they are taking a place 
in the world’s race which will find them, if both go on as at 
present, in advance of the Chinese. In many respects they 



Satsuma’b Summer Palace. 


EENLY appreciative, as the Japanese have shewn 
themselves, of everything in Western polity that 
jyjSjJ^has the appearance of improvement upon their own, 
'9^- the rapidity with which they have of late adopted 
r habits and systems that tend towards placing them 
on the same platform as other nations is very striking. 
Readers at a distance can hardly realize this fact. They are 
apt 'to look upon the Japanese as only half civilized beings, 
given to immorality, with a taste for first cutting down for¬ 
eigners, and then cutting them up. In the early days of 
intercourse, these were tho principal topics—at any rato tho 
most exciting ones—dwelt upon by writers on Japan. It was 
always the habit to blacken their character as deeply a* 
possible with descriptions of their immoral tendencies, and 
then to find an excuse for them in the assertion that they see 
no wrong in them. And it was usual to dwell upon tho 
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TKMri.B xv Prince Satsuma’s Garden, 


are and will long continue to be, let them make what efforts 
they may, inferior to the Chinese; but every day they are 
becoming more and more assimilated to tho rest of the world, 
and this change, beginning with the sovereign and his govern¬ 
ment, will gradually spread over all. It is a very noticeable 
circumstance, that although the Chinese have for many years 
gone in crowds to California, Australia, and in lesser numbers 
to other lands, although Chinese merchants have establish¬ 
ed themselves in San Francisco and in Melbourne, hardly any 
Chinaman has really travelled to see the world. No wealthy 
merchant or mandarin has been heard of in Europe, and 
only one isolated embassy has been despatched from the 
flowery land. The merchants who do locate themselves 
abroad occupy themselves exclusively with their business, 
and the crowds wo have spoken of only plod on as labourers, 
small shop-keepers or gardeners, scraping together what coin 
they can, with which, if fortune favours them, to return to 
their own country, and use it as capital whorewith to esta¬ 
blished themselves in business, or otherwise provide for their 
later days. To this time, although myriads have returned 
with money from golden lands, there has never sprung up 
anything like free emigration; and it is still, as it always has 
been, that the shiploads who take their departure from China, 
are coolies engaged by wealthy men to work for a term of 
years at a low rate of wages in the country to which thoy 
are sent. They form communities among themselves, and 
the great bulk of them never mix with tho other races. 
They have their own settlements, their own shops supplied 
by their own merchants, and their own amusemonts. Until 
lately there was not a Chinese female among them ; and 
even now these are very few, and so far as California is con¬ 
cerned they are being introduced in the most objectionable 
manner. 


ynvx Uit> Japanese It Is vory different. Aa yet no attempt 
lia* been made to ship them off as coolies either to the 
Northern or Southern El Dorado. One shipment took place 
to Hawaii, and those who went, did so as families, the men 
taking their wives and children. Some Japanese havo esta¬ 
blished themselves in San Francisco, just as other ordinary 
people do. Merchants and gentlemen are both travelling; 
and princes and nobles are now on their way to visit the seat 
of War, and then look about them in other countries. One 
of these last is a young man, very nearly rolated to the 
Emperor; another is the heir of one of the most prominent 
men in the country, the Prince (now the Chihanji) of Ilixen; 
others are officers of high rank. These do not go, as the 
Nepaulese, Jung Baliadoor, did in days gone-by, to display 
themselves covered with jewels from top to toe and excite the 
wonder, curiosity and cupidity of the multitude. Neither do 
they go as public reformers, or in any other way to excite 
public interest. They go as quiet private gentlemen, with 
such letters and recommendations as will ensure thorn hospi¬ 
table reception everywliere; and enable them to see whatever 
is worthy of their attention. 

Thus after only eleven years of intercourse, we find that 
five or six special embassies have been despatched to Europ® 
and America; that many Japanese of inferior stationh» T ® 
been travelling whithersoever they would ; that middle els*® 
people are now visiting the United States and Europe ® 11 
countries; that Japanese tradors aro sottling abroad, and 
finally that the gentry, nobility and even the Imperial family 
are sending forth from their ranks, observers and repro*®Q" 
tatives. 

And besides this outward sign of vitality, there are inter¬ 
nal evidences of a kindred tendency. The attitude they have 
taken with regard to neutrality in the present war is admira- 
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ye. The reviews of his troops by the Mikado or high func¬ 
tionaries appointed by him ; the keeping of His Majesty s 
Birthday with public rejoicings; and many other things, shew 
the broad views that have taken possession of the Court and 
those who are its counsellors, and that are spreading among 
the people. 

Our distant readers must not, from all this, run away with 
the idea, that all is accomplished for foreigners and their in¬ 
tercourse, in the country. We simply point out tho changes 
and improvements as they pass before us—for it is impossible 
to witness all that is so rapidly developing itself in in Japan, 
without the deepest interest, and a feeling of something like 
affectionate solicitude. It is so different to all that we hear 
from China, that we cannot help instituting comparisons; and 
it is with an emotion of pride that we can call public attention 
to the fact that such comparisons are all in favour of the Land 
of the Rising Sun. 


gk Jllustrattona. 


THE FRENCH BARRACKS, YOKOHAMA. 

N our last we gave an illustration of the French Barracks 
at Yokohama. They are good substantial stone buildings 
occupying a site on the opposite bank of the Canal to that on 
which the settlement proper stands, at the foot of a beautiful¬ 
ly wooded bluff, on the face of which are stone steps leading 
to the top, and to the original wooden buildings originally 
erected for them by the Japanese. Adjoining the edifices 
shewn in the picture, is a large space of ground, one half of 
which has been set. apart for a coal depot for the French 
Navy, the other portion as a parade ground. Including the 
hill itself the land enclosed for the French is a fine large 
piece, and at the top of the hill, it adjoins that appropriated 
for the English Barracks. It is gratifying to add that during 
the six years that these barracks have been occupied, the oc¬ 
cupants of both the French and English have always been on 
the most friendly terms; and their value as a permanent pro¬ 
tection for the settlement cannot be* over-estimated. 


VIEW OF YOKOHAMA, FROM NOGE BILL. 

OKOHAMA, lying on a plain between two ranges of low 
—about 80 to 100 feet high,—is commanded by a 
vast number of points from which fine views of it are to be 
caught, but only one or two permit of a photographic picture 
taking in the whole of it in one plate. This, however, is 
obtainable at Nog£, a very populous and busy suburb lying to 
the westward of the native town. This Nog£, a couple of years 
ago was some distance out of town: but within that period, 
ground has been reclaimed from the sea on one Bide, from a 
marsh on the other, and a fine wide street with large Japanese 
shops on each side, keeps the communication unbroken, so that 
aoon, if Yokohama goes on increasing as it has done recently, 
Nogd will be looked upon as well within the boundaries of the 
city. It is amazing, to see, in every direction, the great spread 
of Yokohama. It is hard to estimate the number of its popula¬ 
tion ; but we do not think we are far out in saying that there 


are roundly, within a radius of two miles, 800 Europeans and 
Americans, 2,000 Chinese, and 60,000 Japanese, in addition 
to 1,000 soldiers in the various barracks, and the floating 
population of the harbour, in which there are seldom less than 
80, and sometimes over 100, ships. The railway, now in 
course of formation, will soon multiply these; and we should 
not be at all surprised to 6ee the population double itself 
within the next five years as it has more than done during 
the last. In Yedo there are whole streets, whole districts, 
fast going to ruin, whilst with us building is going on so 
largely, that every month makes a difference in the surface 
of the land, and we firmly believe that if at the corresponding 
period of next year we again attempt to take a view from this 
same spot, the whole of the foreground will be covered with 
buildings. 


SATSUMA’S SUMMER PALACE. 

HE Prince of Satsuma, ever since the opening of the 
Ports to foreigners has been more prominently before 
the world than any other Japanese noble. He has shown 
himself the most influential, the most ambitious and the most 
progressive man in the Empire; and although on one occa¬ 
sion he has come into armed collision with foreigners, and on 
another opposed with all his might the opening of Osaka to 
us ; ‘although he was the foremost in the ranks of those who 
upset the Tycoonate, and had designs in so doing very different 
with regard to foreigners to those he has been mainly instru¬ 
mental m carrying out, yet we cannot withhold our acknow¬ 
ledgement of the manner in which he “ accepted the situa¬ 
tion ” after the attack on foreigners by Bizen’s clan in Janu¬ 
ary 1868, when the determined action taken by the foreign 
Ministers at Kobe wrought an entire change of policy at 
Kioto. From that time no one could have been more loyal 
to foreigners than Prince Satsuma. Once, in 1863, an Eng¬ 
lish Naval force had to go to Kagosima, his chief town, to 
inflict punishment for a cruel outrage committed by order of 
his relative Shimadzu Saburo. But time healed those wounds, 
and again in 1866, an English Admiral arrived there in a 
Line of Battle ship accompanied by two smaller vessels. 
This time, the British Minister, and Admiral went by invita¬ 
tion of the Prince, as his guests, and were most hospitably 
entertained in the Summer Palace, one end of which is re¬ 
presented in our picture. 

The gardens about the Palace, though small, are most 
tastily laid out, the back-ground being formed by a hill, up 
the front of which are miles of shady walks, with fine trees 
shading the sun from one’s head, paths covered with a carpet 
of moss and fringed with ferns, and the perpetual music of 
a most clear brook, which gushes and bubbles along by one’s 
side, until in the garden beneath, it forms a charming cas¬ 
cade, supplies the artificial streams and fish-ponds, and finally 
adding to its beauty and utility, turns a rice mill just outside 
the garden. 

THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL, YOKOHAMA. 

HF, building speaks for itself. It is one of the best hotels 
and most pleasantly situate of any in the East. 
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Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


■isva siii 





e 


THE FAR EAST. 


THE TEMPLE IN SATSUMA’S GARDEN. 

S a simple little structure, without much ornamentation, 
but picturesque in its way. 

Adjoining the gardens is the foundry, a photograph of 
which shall appear in a future number of the Far East. Here 
Satsuma’s people cast, without European aid, large cannons, 
shot and shell, and work a Steam Lathe. But of these things 
more anon. 

A REMARK ABLE accident happened to one of our residents on the 
31st ultimo. Mr. T. W. Miller was visiting a friend ; and whilst 
walking with him in his garden saw another friend walking slowly 
along the road. Jokingly he took up a small stone saying 44 We’ll soon 
make him move more smartly," and threw it. As he did so, a curious 
snap was heard, and Mr. Miller said, “ Oh, my arm has broken ; ” and 
In a ha'f fainting state he was led into the house. Surgical aid was 
very promptly obtained, when it proved that the bone about half way 
between the shoulder and the elbow had actually snapped. With 6ome 
little trouble the arm was set, and although Mr. Miller was for some time 
confined to the house, he is now able to move about gently, and in two 
or three weeks may be convalescent. He had suffered somewhat from 
rheumatism in that arm of late, and in that state, the bone is frequently 
rendered very brittle. 

T HE P. M. S. S. Co.’s Lighter No. 0, arrived on the 1st instant from 
Ran Francisco with a full cargo of lumber. She is built of iron 
and schooner rigged. The weather she encountered was often tempes¬ 
tuous, and she occupied sixty one days on the passage. 

M ESSRS. Birch and Kohler finished their short series of entertain¬ 
ments on the 1st inst. They arc quite as great favourites here as 
they are in every place they have visited; and the best wishes of all 
attend them. They have left for Kobe, Nagasaki and Shanghai. 

A MAGNIFICENT review took place in Tokio on the 31st ulto., of all 
the troops in that city, before His Majesty the Mikado. 

T HE Steamer Kan ga-no-Kami is once more in our harbour and owned 
by a foreigner, Capt. Batchelder, who purchased her up north, of 
the Japanese government. 

O N the 2nd inst, Yokohama was visited by such a Typhoon as happily 
it rarely has to encounter. On Saturday the 1st Oct., wc had a 
heavy fall of rain throughout the day, but it cleared up towards night, 
and only towards the morning of Sunday the 2nd instant did the glass 
give warning of what was to come. The following arc the readings of 
the barometer and the course of the gale as observed on board the P. Sc 
O. S. Madras, os she lay in harbour. 


Time. 

Bar. 

Wind. 

Centres 
of Storm 


4. A.M 



S. E. by S. 

8. W. by W. 


6. „ 

29. 

64. 




6. 

29. 

60. 

South. 

West 


7. „ 

29. 

42. 

S. S. w. 

W. by N. . 


8. * 

29. 

33. 



Aneroid. 

9. „ 

29. 

29. 

> 


9.45 29 27 

10. t , 

29. 

19. 

” bcaxcc* 

-5 c s o ►» 


10.40 29.20 

11. 

29. 

9. 

IScSTl^ 


12.10 29.5 

12. 

29. 

0. 



1.30 29.16 

1. P.M. 

28. 

94. 

S. W.by 8. 

N.W.by W. 

3.40 29.30 

U* n 

29. 

0. 




1.30 „ 

29*. 

10. 

8. W. by W. 

N. W. by N. 


2.30 „ 

29. 

25. 

W. by S. 

N. by W. 


7.30 „ 

29. 

42. 

West. 

North. 



About 2 a.m. it commenced to rain heavily, and the glass began to fall, 
and it continued to do so until midday when the gale was at its height. 
It reached its lowest point about 1 P.M., when it stood at 28 . 94 , but from 
that it began to recover itself, the rain ceased, the wind fell, and them 
was a comparatively fine afternoon. All then, who had not much dam¬ 
age themselves to occupy their attention, left their houses to pace the 
neighbourhood and mark the mischief that had been done. 

Dire indeed had been the ruin with which the storm-king marked his 
way. In the Japanese town, in the foreign settlement, at the Barracks, 
on the Bluff, hardly a house or tenement wan uninjured. Homura, Ishi- 
kawa, and all the suburbs had also suffered. The Canal, the streets, and 
aljovc all the Bund gave evidence of the elemental conflict; and we re¬ 
gret to add, that in some places, life had been sacrificed. On the water 
—*.*. in the harbour, the damage had been very great; and it seemed al¬ 
most incredible that such general injury could have been so quicklj 
effected ; for the bulk of it was done between 11 and 1. 

Among the more prominent cases of damage on shore, were the fol¬ 
lowing Along the Yokohama side of the Canal all the factories are 
more or less injured. Mr. Pearce’s forge-shop is thrown down; in 
Messrs. Harlow k Co.’s yard, a steam-boat, the keel and ribs of which 
had been laid, was entirely broken. At the 14 Vulcan Foundry ” a shed 
was blown down, doing considerable damage ; and at Mr. Cook's boat 
building yard next door, (No. 115) small injuries were received. Messrs. 
Wilkie k Laufenburg (No. 114) bavo been very severely dealt with ; 
their new sheds being blown down, and some vessels and boats they 
were building much broken. The machine Bhop at Messrs. Whitfield 4c 
Dowson's (Yokohama Iron works) which is strongly built of wood and 
stone, had some of the heavy stones thrown down, and falling on to some 
outbuildings, covering portions of machinery, sufficient breakage was 
effected to stop the working of the Steam Engine for a day, but all this 
was speedily repaired. On the opposite side of the Creek, at Homura 
many native houses were completely destroyed. Many houses in the 
Main Street suffered very severely. Messrs. Ladage, Oelke k Co. had 
much of their roof blown off. The row of houses on Nos. 60 and 61, 
known as Bank Buildings are all injured, some by the sign boards being 
tom down, some the Venetians, plaster and tiles displaced ; one had a 
large shop window blown in bodily. But it is too long a list to attempt 
to give—the damages in the settlement. On the Bluff not a house wss* 
scatheless. The roof of Mr. Strachon’s house collapsed, and the stables 
were unroofed. The windows of the Spanish Minister’s house were 
much broken. The roof of Captain Brown’s house was curiously riven. 
The Dutch Minister’s flag-staff was blown down injuring the roof of his 
house. The small-pox hospital which is a series of huts like the soldier’s 
barracks, bad sonic blown down and all damaged. The barracks of the 
10th Regiment were very much knocked about. Three huts were entire¬ 
ly crushed. Fortunately there was time for all the inmates to get out of 
them before they actually fell, and no one was hurt As they were 
quarters of married soldiers, however, the wives and children were put to 
much inconvenience, and all the little comforts and possessions they had 
gradually got about them were buried in the ruins. Amid such whole¬ 
sale damage, it seems almost trifling to speak of fences broken and the 
removal of a few tiles, which some were so fortunate as to get off with. 

Returning to the settlement the Bund at its eastern end presented a 
scene of desolation quite unexpected. The roadway which had been* 
well made and macadamized was a long heap of stones, all the earth 
which bound them together being was bed away by the wash of the 
which must have been very violent over it The sea even reached the 
compound of No. 1, Messrs. Jardinc, Matheson k Co., and left it in • 
very dilapidated condition. Both of the Hatobas had the huge stone* 
with which they were paved tom up and thrown about like so nisnj 
pebbles. 

Indeed, since the great fire of 1866 , there bos been no such devastation 
in our midst. 

Afloat, the following arc a few of the casualties :—Between 10 and 11 
as the wind began to veer, all the mcn-of-wsr and most of t^ e merchant 
steamers got up steam. The barque (r aucho and the steamer Attalants 
came together with a crash, the latter losing foremast, bowsprit tud jib- 
Ikx.iu. whilst her funnel and upperworks were greatly damaged. The 
former sustained but little injury. The steamer Otago was also run {hto> 
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Naqabaki Harbour. 


by a barque that dragged her anchors. The Stag drove down upon her, 
and carried away fore-topgallant mast, topmast head, main topmast, 
mizen topmast, as she came the steamer s bows ; also having her 

bulwarks and stanchions on starboard side all stove in. The Otago lost 
bowspjit, figure-head and alx>ut 10 feet of covering board on the port 
side of the forecastle. The Stag began to drag early in the morning, as 
soon as the sea set in. The people on board the Otago seeing this gave 
her all the chain they could : herself being only about 10 feet clear of 
the Tiptrrc with 75 fathoms on her riding anchor when the collision 
took place. The Abb* Baeva and N. O. Ship Arulrca* collided, each 
receiving considerable damage. The American Ship Fahiun and the 
hulk Acer* came together, but no serious damage was done. The barque 
Arabia and the P. A O. Steamer Madras were also in contact without 
important injury to either. About 11 o’clock, the Powder hulk Emilie 
drove ashore on Kanagawa Spit Now and then, when the squalls 
cleared, the seas could be seen making a clean breach over her. She 
will come off easily after discharging. During the gale, a foreign 
boat floated out of the creek, and I*doming water-logge 1, was blown 
towards Kawasaki. 

The Japanese Steamer Bahama got ashore, high and dry between Kawa¬ 
saki and Yedo—we believe she was stranded on Saturday evening about 
6 o’clock. Besides these casualties, several vessels have dragged their 
anchors considerably. The gale had exhausted itself, the sea become 
smooth, and the weather mild by three o’clock, and the evening was 
quite calm. 

In Ycdo, on all the coa6t and in the interior the gale has been felt 


O UR Amateur Corps Dramatique having now got possession of the 
New Theatre, that has been built for them in Main Street are busy 
rehearsing the Burlesque “ Aladdin, or the Wonderful Scamp,” and a 
farce, with which to open their campaign in a few days. 


H ER Britannic Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has 
addressed a circular to the British Consuls in China and Japan, 
on the subject of relief to distressed Britons, He tells them they must 
he rery careful how they grant it, ns the total allowance for China, 
Jf »pan and Siam as allowed by a generous paternal government is £250 


]>er annum. Perhaps our home friends will take the trouble to asoer. 
tain how many ports are open to our trade in these countries, and make 
a calculation of how much this sum gives to each 7 


rni!E Yokohama Race Club have put forth a very good Programme for 
J- the forthcoming Autumn Meeting, which will come off on the 9th, 
l(Hh and 11th of next month. Twenty events are announced, to be 
supplemented on the third day by any matches that may be made. 

M OST absurd rumours got about the settlement on Friday the 14th 
instant, of a quarrel between the French and Prussian Ministers, 
and consequent preparation for war on board the men-of-war of the two 
nations now in harbour. One of our contemporaries said that the Minis¬ 
ter of Prussia hod demanded of the Japanese Government, the surrender 
by the French of their barracks, arms and material now in Yokohama, 
as France “ had ceased to be a Power.” Another contemporary told us 
that the North German representative had threatened to bombard the 
French barracks, and hospital, if any North-German merchantman should 
be taken in these waters, by a French cruiser. It turns out that the re¬ 
presentatives of tho two nations did not understand the Neutrality Pro¬ 
clamation of the Japanese government in the same way. One, the North- 
German, considered that a certain clause although omitting to define in 
so many words, that men-of-war and merchant ships alike should have 
the benefit of 24 hours' grace before they could be followed by a man-of- 
war of the other belligerent, virtually should be so interpreted—as in ac¬ 
cordance with plainly laid down International Law. The French Minin- 
tcr held that the strict letter of the proclamation must be adhered to, 
which mentioned mcn-of-war only. The question was raised by a curious 
accident. The North-German Steamer Rhein had been engaged to go to 
the other side of the harbour to tow the 8. S. Bahama off the shore on 
which she bad been driven in the late gale. Directly the French gun¬ 
boat Linvis observed her getting up steam, she did the same, and went 
out to await her outside the gulf of Yedo. An English vessel, the Via- 
leffe, coming in at the time, she obliged to shew her colours by firing a 
shot across her bows; thus proving the object with which she left the 
harbour. The Rhein meanwhile went over to the assistance of the Bar 
haw a, quite innocent of the commotion her getting up steam had caused* 
When the circumstances were reported to Mr. Von Brandt, the North German 
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UCK’S ALL! So the brave American Admiral who 
has lately arrived in command of the United States 
ships in these seas seemed modestly to imply, when, 
returning thanks for the post-prandial compliments 
that had been paid Limby his fellow-countrymen at 
a public dinner given in Shanghai to Mr. Seward, he in other 
words said, hi? luck hed been good in the past* and he hop«d 
it would be so in the future. The veteran’s words need not be 
interpreted too litorally, or unnecessary stress bo laid upon 
them. None in the assembly ho addressed, know better than 
himself that luck will do little for a man or a nation unless 
it has a P to lead it. With pluck a great deal may bo effect¬ 
ed ; but pluck, although always attended by luck, finds it 
sometimes good and sometimes bad. The difference will 
generally be found in tho heads that guide it. One, even in 
the most desperate circumstances, will take advantage of tho 


smallest incident and turn the fortunes of the day, whilst 
another will miss a grand opportunity and lose all. 

We have before us in Europe a most astounding instance of 
the vicissitudes of fortune. It is not in the mere fact of an 
Emperor, who three months ago thought he was the ruler of 
the greatest military power in the world, being now a pri¬ 
soner in one foreign land, and his wife, the Empress, and his 
boy on whom he had so fondly built his dynastic hopes, fugi¬ 
tives in another. It is rather in the terrible reverses under 
which the groat and prosperous French nation is now suffer¬ 
ing. But for this neither luck nor pluck are to blame. The 
wholo is traceable to the dire mistake made by the Emperor 
in hurrying into war; and to the dishonesty of one of his most 
trusted officers, General Leboouf who admits that he had not 
courage to tell tho Emperor tho true state of tho army of 
France, and of its war material and commissariat. 




Satsuka’s Cotton Mill, Kaoosima. 
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On the 
other hand 
Prussia is not 
indebted to 
luck alone 
nor even to 
pluck added 
thereto for 
her success. 

With her 
everything 
conn ected 
with the 
army, and 
doubtless 
also with the 
navy—alth¬ 
ough that has 
not been so 
strik i n gl y 
dis p1ayed 
—was redu¬ 
ced to a sys¬ 
tem so per¬ 
fect, that its 
action could 
be regulated 
like clock¬ 
work ; and if 

we may credit the statement of the correspondence of one of 
the American papers, Bismarck takes credit to himself, no* 
for any of the victories, but for so playing his cards that* 
whilst France is without allies, he has secured for Prussia the 
friendship of Bavaria, Wurtemburg and other minor states, 
whose soldiers have fought well for tho German cause. All 
this shews the nicest posible calculation; and, if we were 
called upon to give an opinion, we would say that the time 
chosen for, and the manner of provoking the Emperor to de¬ 
clare war, had all been as carefully weighed and decided in 
Bismarck's most subtil brain. 

The North German Army is now before Paris. France has 
sought peace and it has been refused; the refusal being based 
on anticipations which it hardly requires a Bismarck to rea¬ 
son out. He says France is a rich country; and will not for¬ 
get this campaign; that she will burn to rovenge it when she 
is better prepared than she has been found to be now; and 
that to prevent the possibility of her again involving Ger¬ 
many, and perhaps all Europe in another struggle, it is ne¬ 
cessary that part of the country occupied by the Germans 
should be retained. “ Bo long," writes Count Bismarck, “ as 
France remains in possession of Strasburg and Metz, so long 
is its offensive power stronger than our defensive. Bo far as 
all South Germany, and North Germany on the left bank of 
the Rhine, are concerned, Strasburg in the possession of 
France is a gate always wide open for attack on South Ger¬ 
many. In the hands of Germany, Strasburg and Metz as¬ 
sume a defensive character. We have never been tho aggres¬ 
sors of France, and we demand of the latter nothing else than 
our safety in our own land, so often threatened by it. France, 
on the other hand, will regard any peace that may be made 


now as an 

armistice 
only, and in 
order to 
avenge the 
present de¬ 
feat, will at¬ 
tack us i n 
some quarter 
as soon as it 
feels strong 
enough from 
its own re¬ 
sources or 
from foreign 
all i a n c e • 
In rendering 
it difficult for 
France, from 
whose initi¬ 
ation alone, 
hitherto, the 
disturbances 
of Europe 
have resulted 
to resume the 
offensive, we 
at the same 
time act in 

the interest of Europe, which is that of peace. From Germany 
no disturbance is to be feared." 

There is no leaving things to chance here. No talk of mere 
luck; and seeing that things have taken the course they have, 
the caution of the great statesman must be commended. He 
could not guarantee his country from the possibility of having 
to resume its armour almost as soon as it had laid it aside, 
unless he first obtains from France a tangible guarantee for 
its future peaceful demeanour towards Germany and to all 
Europe. 

But France, at the last accounts, was in the unfortunate 
position of having no rulor recognised by the continental 
Powers, except the captive emperor; and the nation repudi¬ 
ates him, or rather treats him as non-existent. We were in 
Paris in October 18.52, when as President, he made that 
triumphal entry into Paris from his progress in the South of 
France, which virtually declared him emperor. The whole 
route from the Orleans railway station to the Tuileries was 
hung with flags bearing the inscription “ Vive l'Erapereur," 
or the Imperial 11 Eagle " or tho Imperial “ N." The people 
receive him with such a welcome as we never saw equalled; 
and in all their acclamations greeted him “ Emperor." Only 
eighteen years have elapsed since then, during which he has 
done more for the material prosperity of France than any ruler 
ever did before; and yet the very instant misfortune overtakes 
him, and he is off of French soil, he is to all appearance clean 
forgotten, and his name is barely so much as mentioned by 
his countrymen. 

It may be that the imminence of the peril in which the na¬ 
tion was placed, forced upon it the necessity of action &n<Ttliufi 
produced that show of fickleness which is so painful to witness 
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But the fact of the non-abdication of the Emperor and of no na¬ 
tional expression of the public will regarding his deposition 
having been given, places the country in a very anomalous 
situation. Who can give to Germany the guarantees she re¬ 
quires ? Rightfully, none but the Emperor. But will the nation 
ratify his deeds now? We think not. The provisional go¬ 
vernment is self-appointed. If the nation had made its voice 
dearly heard, the decision would have been accepted by the 
King of Prussia; but as it is, it does seem impossible that he 
could treat with M. Jules Favre otherwise than, through 
Court Bismarck, he did. Under these circumstances, appear¬ 
ances point to a continuation of the war until France has 
driven the German army onoe more from her soil, or Prussia 
crowns her past victories with some great and decisive suc¬ 
cess. The luck may turn—but it can only be by some pro¬ 
minent military genius coining to the front in France, such as 
hitherto this war has not shewn Bhe possesses. 


Jci[u>d 


T HE YOKOHAMA RIFLE A 88 OCLATION held its annual shooting 
f£te on the 17th and 19th instant. The competitors, however, for 
the various prizes were so numerous, that all the programme could no 
be completed in the two days, and there yet remains a sufficient number 
of events to be decided to occupy another afternoon. An appointment 
had been made for last Monday to shoot them off, but a sad and fatal 
accident to one of the officers of H. M. 1st Batt. 10th Regiment prevent¬ 
ed it, and no unoccupied day has since offered. At this time the Asso¬ 
ciation holds the proud position of Champion Club of China and Japan, 
having been well in advance on the occasion of the match between 
Hongkong, Shanghai and Yokohama. Whether the championship could 
he retained now, we should like to have an early opportunity of seeing, 
but it ia being supported with great spirit, and has about sixty 
members. 

The number of prizes was large, and the entries for them so great, that 
in one instance, where the third prise was half entrance money, tbs 
value of that was greater than the Cup which was the first or the 8nider 
Carbine which was the second price. In that case, it was decided by the 
Committee, that the winners of the 1st and 2nd prices should select in 
turn. The competition was remarkably open, only two out of the whola 
list being reserved for exclusive competition among the members of the 
Association. The rest were open to all comers. 

The weather Was good for the marksmen, although not p«r4i<raUrly hr- 
viting to spectators. The results so far as established are as follows 
THE RESIDENTS’ CUP. 


1st Price, Silver Cup, presented by M. J. B. Noordhoek Hcgt, Esquire, 
$25; 2nd Price, 8porting Carbine (Snider) presented by A. Barnard, 
Esquire; 3rd Price, Half entrance money. Five shots at 500 yards. 
Open to all comers. Any Rifle 0.577 inch bore, carrying ammunition of 
the British Service pattern, or the Service Rifle, at present used by the 
Naval or Military forces of any nationality serving at Yokohama at th« 
time of the meeting. Entrance $2. 32 entries. 

points. ties shot off. 

Capt. Fraser, 10th Rcgt. 17 ... — 10 

Private GOwring, „ ... 17 . 9 

n Hume, „ ... 14 ... ... — 

Capt Fraser subsequently won the M Association Cup,” and not being 
permitted to retain both, selected the latter, by which Private powring 
received this first price. 

BANKERS’ CUP. 


1st Price, Silver Cup, presented, value $30 ; 2nd Price, Half entrance 
money. Five shots at 300 yards. All comers and any Rifle admissible. 
Entrance $2. 

points, ties shot off. 
Private Allen, 10th Rcgt., ... (Snider) ... 15 
h Owen, „ ... „ ... H ... 3 

» Clark, „ ... „ ... 14 ... 2 


M NORTH LINCOLN” CUP. 

1st Price, Silver Cup value $46, presented by the officers of H. M. 1st 
Batt 10th (North Lincoln) Regiment. 2nd Price, Half entrance money. 
Five shots at 200, 400 and 600 yards. All comers, British Garrison ex¬ 
cepted. Any Rifle. Entrance $2. 13 entries. 


Dr. Dalliston, 

C. Favre Brandi, 
Serjeant Wydcll, 
M. J. B. Noordhoe 
J. Favre Brandt, 


200 yards. 

400 yards. 

600 yards. 

Total. 

14 

16 

9 

39 

1C 

12 

9 

37 

14 

15 

6 

35 

11 

15 

8 

34 

16 

16 

0 

32 


ASSOCIATION onp. 

Value $50. Open to Members of the Y. R. A. only. 


24 points. 
21 „ 

17 „ 


_ ___Entrance nil. 

Fi ve* shot/at 200,*500 and 600 yards. Any Rifle 0.577 inch bore, carry¬ 
ing ammunition of the British Service pattern. 13 entries. 

Captain Fraser, . i? points. 

M. J. B. Noordhoek Hegt, ... ••• ••• ” 

Mr. . ” 

C. Serjt Brennan, . " 

Captain Fraaer having previously won “The ResulentV Cun, an.l be¬ 
ta* debarred by the “ Rules " ton taking two prises, selected this. 

B V.—ALL RIFLES COMPETITION, 

l.i Priw, tan j Sn't, SW. With hsif entrance money added in the 
same proportion. Five shots at 500 and five at 700 yards. All comers. 

13 Entries. 

Mr. Hegt, 

C. Serjeant Brennan, ... 

Corp. Home,... ... ••• ••• ••• 

VI.—MEDAL OF THE NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION. 

Five shots at 200, at 500, and at 600 yards. Civilian Member^ of the 
Yokohama Rifle Association only. Any Rifle 0.577 inch bore carrying 
ammunition of the British Service pattern. Entrance ml. 

Mr. Hegt . points. 

Dr. Dalliston. 

Mr. Favre Brandt, ... ... — ••• ” 

Mr. Milsom, ... ... ••• ••• ••• ” 

CONSOLATION PRIZE. 

1st Price, $20 ; 2nd, 10. Five shots at 500 yards. Any Rifle. Open 
to all (non-coiumisaioned officers and men of any service excepted) who 
have entered into any of the preceding competitions, but have not wou a 
prise of $10 value. Entrance nil. 

points, tics shot off. 

J. O. P. Steams, ... 13 ... 2 

Mr. Hodgson, ... 13 ... 0 

SERVICE CONSOLATION PRIZE. 

1st Prize. $15; 2nd. $10; 3rd, $5. Five .hots At 200 und five At 100 
yards. Open to non-commissioned officers and men belonging to the 
Army or Navy ot any nationality, who have entered into the preceding 
competitions and have not won any prize. Comjictitors to use service 
rifles of their respective countries, which are at present in use in Japan. 

This was commenced, but has yet to be concluded. Besides the above, 
there is a second series of money prizes for all comers with any rifles; all 
which have to be decided on a future day. 

We gave a photograph of the “ Rifle Range ” in No. of the 


XXm m 


T WO capital performances have been given by the Amateurs who wc 
mentioned as having commenced a series of dramatic and musical en¬ 
tertainments in behalf of the Church Organ Fund, at the Chinese Theatre. 
The first was on thellth ulto., and consisted of two parts, viz.:—a mono¬ 
logue introducing several of the best Jacobite songs by a short history of 
the ’45 ; and a capital little farce M The Chops of the Channel,” in which 
all engaged did their parts admirably. The second performance took place 
on the 28th, and consisted of a repetition of Sullivan’s triumviretta, “Cox 
and Box,” followed by “ Incompatibility of temper.” These efforts of 
our Amateurs have been much appreciated by all who have attended 
them ; but the last was interfered with by several circumstances which 
prevented the aadience being so numerous as usual. We believe there 
is to be one more, if not two, of these performances. Wc know not whe¬ 
ther they have been as productive as was anticipated, but we do know 
that if not, it has beeu for no lack of exertion or of talent on the part of 
the Amateurs engaged. 
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THE PAR EAST. 


niHR 0. J. TEXTOR has been purchased of the Japanese bj Messrs. 
A Walah, Hall k Co, and is in future to be known as the Aforotan. 

TV B are pleased to see that the Japanese loan, which had gone to a 
* * discount on the London Stock Exchange is again at par; and 

the Money article of the Times of August 22, to this information adds 
* although all other foreign securities are still much below the prices 
current when that loan was brought out.** 

A N ACCIDENT occurred at the British Camp on Sunday last, the 
23rd alto, which terminating fatally, occasioned much sympathy 
and regret throughout the settlement A young officer of H. B. M. 10th 
Regiment Ensign Wedge, was unloading the chambers of his revolver. 
He had got two of the charges out and the third not moving readily, 
he turned it with the muzzle towards him to try and force the bullet out 
when in some inexplicable manner it went off, and shot him. The bullet 
entered slightly to the right side just above the navel, and passing clean 
through him and the window of his room, entered the hut of a sergeant 
who haring returned from a walk was in the very act of sitting down. 
This movement of sitting down evidently saved his life, for the bullet 
struck him just on the round of his forehead, glanced off upwards to the 
ceiling and then fell. Mr. Wedge had every attention that oould be 
afforded, bat he survived only about eight hours, and died at 2 A.M. on 
Monday morning the 24th. He had been in great agony until the sur¬ 
geons relieved him by a soporific; but he was able to explain as much as 
we have reported. An inquiry was held before the British Consul, which 
resulted in a verdict of “ Accidental death ; ** and the excellent young 
soldier was buried the same afternoon, attended to the grave by many 
civilians, and by a number of officers of the civil, naval and military ser¬ 
vices of different nationalities and ail the man of the regiment who oolud 
be spared. 

Y OKOHAMA is beginning to turn its attention to the forthcoming 
Races. The Autumn Meeting of our Race Club is to take place on 
the 2th, 10th and 11th inst., and a capital programme is put forth. 

A BUN of twelve nights is accorded to few entertainments in this com- 
munity; but such has attended the fortunes of the San Francisco 
Minstrels. They gave their last performance at the Chinese Theatre on 
the 26th inst, for the benefit of the daughter of their leader, who appears 
under the simple and attractive name of “ Li i Lie Minnie.'* In her per¬ 
formance she is as simple and attractive as her name ; and a very full 
bouse was accorded to her on this her last public appearance here. The 
company has been assisted throughout the series, by many amateurs, and 
they have well deserved their success. They leave this for India, ria 
Hongkong. 

N EWS of the war between France and North Germany is the most ex¬ 
citing topic of the day. The telegrams to band on the 21st Octo¬ 
ber, gave us to hope for peace through the negotiations of Jules Favre 
and Bismarck; but the Pacific Mail Steamer arrives from San Francisco 
on the 26th, with telegrams to the 1st October, by which we see that all 
our hopes must end, and that war must go on until one or other triumphs 
decisively. It is depressing both from the feelings naturally evoked by 
tales of such slaughter of men, and misfortune to France; and from the 
effects experienced here in the interruption of business. May it all end 
well. 


O N THUR8DAY AFTERNOON, an interesting trial of the Snider rifle 
took place on the rifle range. The object was to keep up a steady 
fire, loading and firing without intermission for one hundred rounds. The 
firing was undertaken by Capt. Berger, of the 1st Batt. 10th Regiment, 
who fired the whole hundred rounds from the kneeling position at the 
distance of 600 yards at a “ first class ” target; and at the end of precise¬ 
ly half an hour the score stood as follows:—(including 2 trial shots). 

23 Bull's Eyes, ... ... ... ... 92 points. 

37 Centres, ... .., ... ... Ill „ 

19 Outers, ... ... ... ... 38 „ 

12 Bioochets, ... ... ... ... — 

11 Misses, ... ... ... ... — 

102 Total Score, 241 

The barrel became intensely hot, and the heat caused the oil from the 
stock to babble up round it, but the piece was as easily loaded and fired 
and as servioeable in every respeot at the last round as at the first. 


Jllustrationa. 


KAGOSIMA. 

T HE best evidence that can be adduced of the pre-emi¬ 
nence of Prince Satsuma over all the nobles of Japan 
may be found in the fact that he is not only the strongest and 
one of the richest, but he has adopted foreign appliances of 
different productive kinds to an extent far in advance of any 
of his peers. The mere fact of his being among the Erst to 
buy foreign steamers and sailing ships, we attach no great 
weight to, but at Kagosima may be found a glass factory, 
a foundry, and last but not least in importance a Cotton 
Mill, all in active work. We can but suppose that this 
has been the result of having sent so many of his young 
officers to Scotland for their education and training; by which 
they were more brought in contact with scenes of busy manu¬ 
facturing industry, than they would have been in the Southern 
portion of the British Isles. The picture on page 1, represents 
the Cotton Mill at Kagosima before it was quite completed. 
It would have been interesting to have given details of the 
extent of machinery it now contains and of the work it can 
turn out, and we expected to have received them in time to 
publish them in this number ; but as they have not come to 
hand, we must content ourselves with giving the picture, and 
live in hopes of being able to add these particulars at some 
future period. As Japan is a cotton producing country, it 
certainly seems desirable that it should be able to spin and 
manufacture it at home at as cheap a rate as it can purchase 
from foreign countries. It will be long before it can do so on 
any sufficient scale, but in this mill at Kagosima a beginning 
is made, and if it be found to “ pay ” which can hardly be 
doubted, it will very likely be the means of making Kagosima 
the Manchester of Japan. 

Tko Picture on page 7 is taken just outside Kagosima and 
is thoroughly Japanese in its character. 


NIQISHI. 

T HREE pictures in this number are connected with the 
same locality—Nigishi, a large fishing village situate 
about two and a half miles from Yokohama, and skirting 
Mississippi Bay. In Japan, as in all eastern countries, the 
majority of the roads are mere forthpaths; unfit for carriages 
or even for horsemen to ride two abreast. There are three 
main roads in the empire, wide and passable in most places 
for carriagee. One of these, the Tokaido, runs from Yedo to 
Kioto, passing through Kanagawa, (the original treaty port) 
and about three miles from Yokohoma (the actual residenoe 
of foreigners). Until 1864, the only means of locomotion by' 
land, that foreigners possessed were such as the country paths 
afforded, and thus carriage exercise was out of the question- 
But the Government, seeing that our habits led us to tabs 
walks and rides in every direction, and often took us on to 
the Tokaido, where we were pretty sure of meeting the trains 
of the Daimios and thus incurring the danger of molestation 
from their followers, set to work to make a carriage road from 
two extremities of the settlement, which meeting at Mississippi 
Bay, encircle a piece of land of about a mile and a half in 
diameter and form one circular road nearly five miles long. 
They fondly hoped that to this foreigners would confine 
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themselves, but they were very much mistaken. This still 
remains our principal carriage road, for a mere drive. But 
since the change in the government, and the opening of Yedo, 
vehicles of all sorts are as common on the Tokaido between 
Yedo and Yokohama as on roads between any European city 
and its suburbs. We have said that the road leaves two ex¬ 
tremities of the settlement. From one, after crossing the 
ridge on which the English Barracks are built, it descends to 
a plain and follows a winding but perfectly level course until 
it comes out upon the beach at Nigishi. The road then runs 
along the beach for some distance and turns to the right at 
the point shewn in the picture on page 5, and then ascends 
the hill by the road which is seen in the photograph on page 
4, taken from the top of that hill. The Tea house whose at¬ 
tendants form the subject of the picture on page 2, is also at 
the top of the hill, and a very common resting plat e for 
pedestrians. The small temple on the hill side (page 5) has 
a great celebrity. It is dedicated to the god, Dainitehi Daisho 
Fudo Miowo, usually spoken of under the title of Fudo Son. 
By the side of the temple is a small stone basin, cut out of the 
hill side, into which a stream of water falls through a dragon’s 
mouth. Hither come the faithful to wash themselves and to 
pray—but it has gradually become a popular idea that the 
water has wondrous healing power to those who are 
afflicted with sickness or weakness. It has thus come 
to be looked upon with a kind of veneration, and as 
especially under the protection of Fudo Hon. The stream 
i* supplied from an ordinary rivulet which is more the 
draining of the upper land than anything else; brt the 


bath may have a very invigorating effect on those who can 
stand water descending in a single jet from a height of some 
eight or ten feet above them. Formerly this basin was used 
exclusively by females, and a lower fall was appropriated 
to men—but now, all alike use the upper one. 


OSAKA. 

("From the ffiogo and Osaka Herald.) 

From Osaka we have to hand the following items of informa¬ 
tion : 

On the night of Wednesday, the 12th instant, there was a 
very high wind and the rivers were rising fast. On Thursday 
the waters had swamped the banks, covering the streets in 
the native town two or three feet deep, whilst on the Conces¬ 
sion the water was on a level with the tops of the sewers. At 
Teraposan Borne 13 junks were lost, laden with rice, oil and 
dried fish, and 35 or 40 lives were also lost. A boat conveying 
some goods belonging to Mancini was wrecked into smithereens, 
and all his furniture and wearing apparel were done for; about 
$350 in kinsats placed among some blankets were so saturated 
with the sea water as to render their future cnrrency extremely 
doubtful. Several of the buildings on the Concession and 
down town have suffered iq their plaster work, and been ren¬ 
dered several tiles and shingles short. The Racquet Court has 
been shorn of a great portion of its roof and the whole of 
the plaster from one of its walls. 

On the night of Thursday a great commotion prevaile4 
amongst the farmers by the sounds of beating drums and 
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■biting the gongs at the various temples warning them to 
|«repare against the encroaohing of the rivers to the deetrnction 
of the crops ; as it is, all the paddy-field are oompletely sab- 
merged, A large jank in ooarse of construction alongsides 
Jiutei’s Hotel floated oat of her stocks, and had to be loaded 
with large heavy stone in order to keep her from floating away 
altogether. On Friday the current ran so strong through the 
river that native passenger boats could not get further than 
Temposan; consequently passengere had to land there and 
trudge it the rest of their journey. Sad havoc has been made 
of the roads round about the Mint; the road in front is for 
the most part three feet deep in mud, whilst at the rear it is a 
matter of wading knee deep in water before effecting an 
entrance. 

On Sunday, at 7 a.m the ceremony of opening the Iron 
Bridge (Kori-bashi) took place, great excitement prevailing 
throughout the day on account thereof. 

The whole lines of streets on each side were crowded with 
■pectatore, all anxious to embrace the opportunity of being the 
first to cross the bridge after the ceremonial inauguration. 

The procession was headed by the two oldest inhabitants 
to be found thereabouts, a man and his wife, supported on 
either side; the former was stated to be 106 years of age. This 
was so ordered, that old age as well as youth should acknowledge 
the benefits of modem time and intercommunication with the 
outer world of Japan. 

Immediately behind the aged couple followed a high Sai- 
bansho officer on horseback, accompanied by several other 
officers, the usual paraphernalia of Japanese ceremonial—pomp 
and display—dancing in attendance. So soon as the procession 
was fairly on the bridge, the gates through which they had 
entered were closed; but when it had passed over they were 
again thrown open, and the bridge was free to the public. It 
requires no stretch of imagination to conceive the crowds 
ihat swarmed thereon; they met from either end in the middle, 
when, a stoppage taking place, the multitude simultaneously 
jumped up and down in order to try the strength of this 
novel construction, but it withstood all attempts to shake it. 

Daring the whole of the day crowds were continually pass¬ 
ing and repassing over the bridge, evidently under a feeling 
of excitement which their own customary pastimes do not 
create. In the evening the lamps were lighted, the people 
dispersed to their houses, and the city once more reposed in 
quietude. 

■■ ■" - — • ■ — - - - —- — . . — . „ 

CHINA. 

(From the North-China Herald.) 

The North-China Branch of the Asiatic Society held a 
meeting on Friday evening, when T. W. Kingsmill, Bsq., read 

■ paper on the Tertiary deposit of Northern China. According 
to Baron Richthofen, this extensive formation is subaereal. 
Hr. Kingsmill combats this view, and maintains that it is a 
aubmarine deposit. Dr. Macgowan read a note on Bull-fight¬ 
ing in China. It appears that in some places this is becoming 

■ favourite amusement; but Chinamen do not fight the animal, 
they merely pit bull against bull. 


A case showing to some extent the mode by which the 
Chinese contrive to render nugatory treaty stipulations jrith 
regard to tariff, even within what might be called foreign 
supervision and jurisdiction, came up at the Mixed Court, 
on Thursday. On the previous day, a Chinaman stopped s 
coolie k belonging to Rem£ & Co., while carrying a sample pieos 
of habit cloth to a shop in the Maloo, and claimed a tax of 
Tls. 0.4 6. In vain the coolie represented that the cloth vu 
foreign property, the parcel was taken from him, and put in a 
sort of bonded shop till he should procure a paper to that 
effect. Mr. Rem4 at once placed the matter in the hands of 
the Municipal Police, justly deeming it a flagrant interference 
with treaty rights. The case was heard before Ch£n and Dr. 
Jenkins, the American Assessor; and the inquiry then opened 
showed a state of things by no means satisfactory. It appear¬ 
ed that the man belonged to the Yang-poo-kung-tso hong,’ 
which has bought the privilege of levying taxes on Chinese 
in the settlement, and that there are some fifteen collectors 
employed in looking after this revenue. Mr. Reme urged that 
these squeezes were very injurious to the interests of fo¬ 
reigners, and oppressive to the Chinese in the settlement, 
who had to pay Municipal taxes'. In this instance the amount 
was one half the Customs’ tariff. Cn6n said the man had 
committed a serious offence in having asked for the impost on 
a public road and on goodB not a Chinaman’s, but in itself the 
tax was perfectly right, only its collection should be gone 
about privately and quietly. The principals of the Yang-poo- 
kung-tso hong would be sent for, and questioned as to how 
they came to make such a mistake as to stop this cloth on the 
way, and doubtless they would discharge the man t This, how¬ 
ever, will only be an apologetic punishment, for this partictfcr 
misadventure, and the system will remain untouched. We learn 
that Mr. Annecke, the Consul for the North-German Confe¬ 
deration has already taken up the matter, and has demanded 
that the squeeze-collector should be delivered over to him, in 
order that he might be brought before the Taotai, and the ille¬ 
gality of his occupation be represented. Art. XXIV of the 
Prussian Treaty specially stipulates that the Customs Import 
duty shall free goods throughout the Empire, with the exception 
of the Transit duty; and as no doubt the other Foreign trea¬ 
ties bear the Barue stipulation, we hope the Consuls generally 
will unite, and with the Municipal Authorities endeavour to 
put down the system, at least in the Settlements. 

Nows, which reached us by a former steamer, from Peking, 
that a settlement had been proposed by the Chinese Govern¬ 
ment, regarding the Tientsin massacre iB repeated, with an im¬ 
portant explanation, in communications brought more lately. 
There seems to be no doubt that movement was made by tbs 
Chinese Government to get out of the difficulty. But it was 
by an Imperial mandate banishing the late Fu and Hsien of 
Tientsin, with a number of the actors in the tragedy, and order- 
iug the decapitation of fourteen more. This show of justice, 
however, has not, we believe, been recognised by the Foreign 
Legations, and is not therefore an arrangement to which any 
acceptance has been given. It is looked upon as altogether 
insufficient, if not even derisive; and we hope that any solution 
short of the demands first made by Count Rochechouart, will 
continue to be firmly repelled. _ 

Printed and publithed for the proprietor by JAMBS R. ANGIJN^al 
at the “Japan Gazette ” Printing Office, Ab. 8 7, Mam tit re* 
Yokohama. 
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ERRJMENT and wisdom allied, we have the au¬ 
thority of song and proverb for saying, are very 
good things. Wisdom alone is not so universally 
attractive: whilst mere merriment unguided by 
wisdom is decidedly bad. Since our last, Yokoha¬ 
ma has had its Autumn holiday for the three days racing ; and 
we doubt not that it was well and pleasantly spent by most of 
6ur local friends. After all that has been said and written 
about the lotteries and other matters connected with the Rac¬ 
ing, we do not believe there is a tythe of the gambling here 
that is witn essed in every other place where we havo come 
across the sport; and it is very rare to hear of any large 
amounts being lost or won at our little meetings. The greater 
number of those who support the turf here, do so for the 
mere pleasure and amusement it affords, and not for gains 
either of prizes or betting. 


Money ! “ He that wants money, means and content, is 

without three good friends.” 

M Mj friend, get money, get a Urge estate 
By honest means ; but get—at any rate." 

Shakspeare three hundred years ago, and Quintus Horatius 
Flaccus nineteen hundred years ago, came* to pretty much 
the same conclusion as regards the possession of money, and 
to this day the same tale may be told in every country 
under the sun, that he who lacks money, means and content 
lacks three most valuable friends. 

A general report has lately been circulated that there 
is to be another race meeting to which we doubt not, many of 
our fellow residents would like to go, and in which they 
would probably find as much interest as in those of the past 
week. A Race Meeting at Yedo, at which it was hoped and 
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Satsuma's Factory, Kaoosima. 


believed that Japanese would enter into competition with 
foreigners for the honour of the course ! 

Already the Japanese have inaugurated public races ; the 
government presenting prizes to be run for, and the great 
men of the empire attending, sitting “ cheek by jowl” with 
the plain commoners, and in one instance at least, taking part 
in the jockeying. But there was no betting, no gambling. 
It is against the law, and was not allowed. At that meeting, 
there were none but Japanese ponies and Japanese riders; 
and as the inferior classes are not allowed to ride, that is 
equivalent to saying that the jockeys were 11 gentlemen riders.” 
It was said that about 300 ponies competed in the various 
events ; but whether this was so, or is an exaggeration, there 
is no means of ascertaining. It does not matter. It is suffi¬ 
cient that the sport, which they have copied from foreigners, 
actually came off; that certainly one scion of the Imperial 
house was present, perhaps more ; that foreigners had a place 
set apart for them, and that the few who wore there, woro 
most kindly accommodated, and every attention paid them by 
the Japanese high officials and gentlemen who saw them ar¬ 
rive. Of the races themselves, we cannot speak, as we were 
not able to witness them ; but that everything was conducted 
in the most orderly and efficient manner, all who were there 
are glad to affirm. 

From information we have received, it seems that the Ja¬ 
panese are not unwilling to contend with us, even allowing 
China ponies to show their pace on the Yedo course. But 
as yet rumour is in advance of fact, and so far as we can 
judge, wo do not think the mooting will come off this season. 


In these dull times as regards business, it is well for a 
small community like ours to have some object on which to 
concentrate its attention ; and this would have been found 
to a small extent, and for a short period, in the antidpeted 
Yedo Races. In all probability they would be largely atten¬ 
ded by foreigners; and the coaches, steamers and hotels 
laying themselves out to provide all the necessary accommo¬ 
dation, would reap a fine harvest. It would be gratifying to 
see Japaneee gentlemen combining with foreigners in this 
matter ; and it might be the means of widening largely the 
social intercourse that is now rapidly springing up between 
us. Everything that breaks down the barriers, and promotes 
more intimate relations of this friendly nature is good. Mer¬ 
chants may come among us and sell their 8ilk and Tea and 
buy our Imports, but what does all that amount to ? Tbs 
foreign merchant and the Japanese do not approach any 
nearer. Neither crosses the threshold of the other's private 
household ; and the two are not yet on an equal social pW r 
form. But the Japanese mind is rapidly expanding to the 
truo character of things ; and although there is still, and may 
long be, a feeling of dislike in the minds of the class entitled 
to wear swords, to the mere trader, the infusion of the forto** 
into the ranks of the latter, which has taken place so larg^J 
since the overthrow of the Tycoonate, will go far to 
the standard amongst merchants ; and the large operations m 
which all the princes are more or less engaged, through th«r 
Kerai, with merchants of their own country and with those 
who come from afar, will also produce a greater respect for 
the native mercantile class, and cause them also to feel their 
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Importance and assert their position. Then it is more than 
probable, familiar intercourse will spring up between the 
§vaign and native mercantile classes. But are we to wait 
■■AQ this can be arrived at, without becoming better and more 
intimately acquainted with the Japanese ? 

The ioe has already been broken by the high officials 
~~ottr own representatives and the Mikado's. But it is only 
to a very limited extent, and is as yet rather one-sided. Ja¬ 
panese nobles and gentlemen have been admitted into the 
family circles of those who have entertained them, but have 
not opened their doors as freely to hon our those they enter¬ 
tain. As they become better acquainted with us and our 
habits, this state of things will vanish ; and these last barri¬ 
cades be removed. 

It may be presumed that by such a Race Meeting as that 
proposed, we advance one step nearer to each other. One 
of the conditions on which they would be willing to com¬ 
pete is that none but “ gentlemen riders” be permitted to en¬ 
ter the lists with them; an admission on their part that 
they acknowledge the position of foreign merchants, and that 
gentlemen are equals everywhere. They do not demand that 
any distinction of rank should be made beyond that. 

Should such a meeting be arranged a new picture would be 
presented before us—Japanese and foreign gentlemen engag¬ 
ing in a competition hitherto unknown in its present shape > 
to Japan. Fall of emulation and frill of excitement to prove 
their dexterity and the fleetness of their steeds, these high- 
spirited men have already begun to adopt this fine, useful and 
manly foreign sport. They are prohibited from making bets 
or otherwise gambling upon the events; and thus they start 
with the sole object of rivalry of a most worthy and legitimate 
kind. From it the same results will be obtained here as else¬ 
where in the improvement of the breed of their horses, and 
the vigour of the men. We wish we could hope that the ex¬ 
citement of the ‘‘ring” would never get the better of them, 
or #f their oountrymen who can witness the races, but cannot 
themselves either keep horses or ride them. It would be 
cheer folly to prevent racing on aooount of a possible prejudi¬ 
cial contingency. The sport is in itself good—but men lack 
excitement; and some lack money, means and content; and 
finding that they are thus without three good friends, they 
are apt to let their cupidity get the better of them, and the 
excellent and useful sport is blamed and oondemned by ca¬ 
suists, for the folly of those who adopt unscrupulous means 
fi>r obtaining what they cannot make more legitimately. We 
trust that the good old time-honoured sport of racing may be 
adapted by the J apanese only for their good ; and that when 
competition between themselves and foreigners is really en¬ 
tered upon, it may have all the beneficial effects we are in¬ 
clined to anticipate. 


JUuatraiuma. 


HOMOCO VALLEY. 

HE pedestrian who seeks a two or three hours stroll from 
Yokohama, as “ a constitutional” or to kill time, may 
t»ke the radii of a semi-circle of which the sea is the chord 
find beauty in every direction. He may walk every day 


for a twelvemonth, and never take identically the same paths, 
although the general routes confine him, of oourse, to the 
same general scenery. Still the peeps from various points 
vary so unceasingly in detail, and they are all so beautiful, 
that one never wearies. 

The Homoco valley is a highly cultivated plain bounded by 
the hills on all sides but one, on which it borders the sea 
wi.h the large fishing village of Homooo r unning along the 
whole of the beach, a distance of about a mile. It is almost 
exclusively devoted to Paddy or Bice fields, as the low lands 
of Japan generally are ; and along the base of the hill* which 
border it at the back, winds the carriage road of which we 
spoke more particularly in our last number as the five mile 
drive made for our use by the Japanese. At the northern 
end of the valley, close to the sea-shore, are the Butcheries 
from whence the foreign settlement is supplied with meat, 
in a little hollow of their own at the point of the plain, 
between two well known landmarks, Treaty Point and Man¬ 
darin Bluff; the latter of which is seen in the picture to the 
left of the centre distance, and the former is faintly seen 
through the tree which forms the most prominent object of 
the foreground. 

The view is taken from one of the spurs of the plateau 
which, rising from the sea level, extends for many miles in¬ 
land through all the seaboard oountry around Yedo. This 
plateau is of an average height of about 100 feet, but is 
riven by extensive valleys, and beautified by unceasing un¬ 
dulations which give to the scenery a great part of its charm. 
The houses of the people are seldom on the high ground. 
They generally line the foot of the hills, just on the rise, 
leaving the whole of the lower ground fbr rice. Sometimes 
they are eeconced in the most picturesque manner in the nooks 
formed by the deeper indentations of the land. Fine old 
trees overarch them, or the tall or graceful bamboo forms a 
feathery background of peculiar beauty. The dwellings 
themselves, being of*wood, which becomes brown or dingy 
with age, with thatched roofs, have no charms of colour to 
give life and warmth to the scene ; and being built on the 
plainest model, present but little variety. But what is only 
an indifferent subject for a photographic picture, may afford 
the painter ample scope for his artistic ability. The foliage 
i n Japan is more varied in colour than in any other oountry 
we know ; and the-taste of the painter would always enable 
him to throw in effects which no lens can possibly do. At the 
tim e our picture was taken, the colour of the whole plain was 
a lovely bright green, the dark foliage of the trees on the hill , 
sides forming a beautiful oontrast. The road, a greyish 
umber running as a belt across the light green and under the 
dark hill point The farm houses among the trees at the 
base of the hill, and the blue sea in the distance—all com¬ 
bine to make a lovely view in reality, and one that an artist 
would have no difficulty in transferring to canvas with ex¬ 
cellent effect. But we have only the power, with our photo¬ 
graphic apparatus, of presenting our readers here and at a 
distance, with a mere shadow of one of the innumerable 
pretty “glimpses” we get in our rambles within a mil e or 
two of our settlement. 

Following the road from the point seen in the picture, 
half an hours' walk brings us to Nigishi; (two pictures of 
which village were given in our last), and to the 
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TEA HOUSE AT FOOT OF THE CLIFF, 
NIOISHI. 

is nothing in itself; but gives a good idea of the kind of 
rest-houses that are quite oommon in Japan, and of 
which several have sprung up along the road-side, to attract 
foreigners to sit down and rest, and take a cup of tea, or 
lounge away a little time munching a Japanese cake or sweet¬ 
meat, and chaffing or submitting to the curious scrutiny of the 
attendant nymphs. These pass their remarks to one another, 
and pull ones* appearanoC, dress, jewellery, demeanour, per- 
■ftnul peculiarities to pieces as unmercifully as the most co¬ 
quettish or quizzical she, that ever drove a poor fellow crazy, 
heaped mountains of other people’s hair on her pretty head, 
or uglified her lovely shape with suburbs of crinoline. The 
Ochayas or tea-houses are the hotels of Japan. Some of 
them are very large indeed ; but although they differ in point 
of size and excellence according to the trade they do or anti¬ 
cipate, and the character of their customers, generically they 
are all the same. All the lower or ground floor is open 
throughout. The kitchen or cooking place is here, and every 
one who likes to look may see everything that goes on there. 
Aa visitors arrive, they are shown either to the upper floor 
or such portion of the house as is to be allotted to them, and 
a room is formed by sliding panels, (all made of one size and 
composed of a neat and light wooden framework covered 
with paper), into grooves made for their reception. The floors 
are covered with neat and very clean straw mats, which are 
the sole furniture. The mats are all of uniform size, six feet 
by three, and the grooves in the floor and ceiling for receiv¬ 
ing the sliding screens to make the rooms, are from twelve to 
eighteen of these mats in size. If, however, the party be 
Tory large, by leaving down one or more sets of slides the 
room may be as large as is requisite. In mere rest-houses 
such as that in the picture, which are intended more for the 
refreshment of pedestrians by day, than for the accommoda¬ 
tion of travellers by night, it is a common thing for Japanese 
to engage apartments on the upper floor, order a big feast, 
and with plenty of saki (wine produced from rice) and such 
means of amusement as the house or village can afford, go in 
for a jollification. Foreigners usually just enter, accept 
a cup of pale Japanese tea, boiling hot, without milk or 
sugar, and a rice- cake or two, and in a few minutes oontinue 
their walk. The tea-house keepers make them very welcome, 
however; for whilst they give no trouble, and consume al¬ 
most nothing, they are apt to throw down in payment, a ooin 
of at least ten times the value a Japanese would pay for even 
better entertainment. 

Proceeding up the hill at Nigishi, from this tea-house, we 
come to the southern extremity of the Race Course. 

THE RACE-COURSE, FROM THE NORTH. 

0 photographic picture can give any idea of the beauty 
of the Yokohama race-course. It is formed by bank¬ 
ing up a dip in the plateau behind Mississippi Bay. The 
ground was level on the two sides and at the southern end, 
but a gully established itself between them, and took its 
course right down for a long distance, until ultimately it de¬ 
bouched on the plain shown in the first picture. The upper 
portion being banked up as seen in our illustration gives a 


noble course of one mils and a few yards in drcumfemM. 
The Japanese government having obtained the neoessary land 
from the farmers, fenced it in, and handed it over to t. « 
Committee on condition of their paying a rental of 1,000 dol¬ 
lars a year, but on more than one oocasion they have sub¬ 
mitted to a reduction. The picture is taken on the rortb 
side. 


THE GRAND STAND. 

MAGNIFICENT view is obtainable from the Grand* 
Stand in every direction. Straight to the front, u 
the fine sweep of the oourse, apd beyond, cultivated fields and 
wooded hills, with Mississippi Bay studded with Japanese 
sailing boats, the entire gulf of Yedo with ships and stdfemm 
of all nations entering and leaving the port, and in the fhr- 
distance the coast line of the opposite shores of the guHL 
Turning to the left, the eye catches the road to Yokohama 
following the undulations of the soil, and over the Bluff^fQi 
the numerous residences built within the past three years by 
foreign purchasers of the land, is seen Yokohama «fed the 
shipping in the harbour, with* Kanagawa in the rffhtanca. 
Still turning to the left, the eye wanders over the Indented 
plateau, everywhere cultivated or well wooded until it reaches 
the great Ooyama range of hills reaching a height of some 
6,000 or 7,000 feet, and as a background towers up, foe most 
beautiful as well as the grandest of all, the symmetrical form 
of Fusiyama—the matchless mountain—the pride of Japan 
and the admiration of all who see it. It is visible to people 
living nearly two hundred miles apart, but no better view of 
it can be obtained of it than from thi* *pot. Turning further 
in the same direction the original view we started* with Hanes 
back, and one is forced to admit that a more beautiful or per¬ 
fect panorama it is hardly possible to conceive. But though to 
fine to tho eye of sense, it is too distant to be equally so in a 
photograph. We have therefore contented ourselves witk 
merely giving the Grand Stand as it appeared on the rac» 
days, and describing what may be seen from its top. 

FACTORY, KAGOSIMA. 

NOTHER picture of Prince 8atsuma’s Manufactory at 
Kagosima. It was only in process of preparation 
when this was taken—but now it is in full work and all is as 
busy as the busiest of home Mills. To some friends who 
lately visited Kagosima, the fact of the various workshop® 
and factories on the European system being in active opera¬ 
tion gave an impression of the vigour and intelligence of the 
Satsuma people, over all that they had met with elsewhere 
in Japan. A striking feature of Kagosima too, is, the num¬ 
ber of people in European dress. But one thing that is peoo* 
liarly characteristic of Japanese was observable:—that m 
their eagerness to go ahead they try to run almost before 
they can well walk. It is a fault on the right side; but it 
is a great one. 

T HB early portion of the month was taken op more or 

classes in Yokohama, in speculating on the “owning*events** 
shadowed forth for the 9th, 10th, and 11th of the month. The Autumn 
Meeting of the Yokohama Race Clul>, appointed for those days, -ihougk 
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presenting no new features of interest, form a kind of oasis in the desert 
of our existence ; for since the commencement of the war in Europe, that 
has been very dull indeed. Invariably the race days are looked forward 
to, as a holiday, and many who do not care for the sports, go in for 
the holiday, and take excursions into the country, or to Yedo, or go 
down the gnlpb, for which the three days give them ample time. The 
races themselves were but thinly attended ; and even those most interest¬ 
ed in them did not consider the meeting, on the whole, so satisfactory as 
usual. The weather during the two first days, was all that could be de¬ 
sired, neither too hot nor too cold, but bright and cheerful ; and the 
number of Japanese present was greater th an at the two last meetings 
Btill the Grand Stand looked comparatively deserted ; and notwithstand¬ 
ing that the events were for the more part well contested, the old spirit 
was certainly wanting. The absence of the Steeple Chase and even the 
Hurdle races diminished the interest of the public in a wonderful degree. 
The 11th was so wet that the racing was deferred until the 14th, and the 
sport on that day had more spirit in it than on either of the other two days. 
We regret to find that at the next meeting, one of our most liberal support¬ 
ers of the turf will be absent; so that unless new blood is infused into 
the sports, we cannot anticipate any improvement We must hope that 
before the spring things may improve. The following are the reunite of 
the various events : 

1.—CLUB CUP. 

Presented.— For China Ponies. Winners of more than one race at 
last Spring Meeting excluded. Weight as per scale. Entrance 25. Once 
round and a distance. 

Mr. Morrisons’s . Garry Oxen .1 

„ R. Field’s . Mitrailleur .2 

„ W. Henry’s . Oobham .3 

2.—MAIDEN 8TAKRL. 

Value $126. For Japan Ponies that have never won a race. Weight 
list Entrance $6. Half a mile. 

Mr. Skram's. Oxen Glendower . 1 

„ Oldham’s R. E. Torpedo .2 

„ R. Field’s . hi tins Espoir .3 


3.—CELESTIAL CfoP. 

Presented.—F or China Ponies, Winner of the Club Cup excluded. 
Winners of more than one race at the Spring Meeting 7lbs. extra. Weight 
as per scale. Entrance $6. Three quarters of a mile. 

Mr. Crawford’s . Southern Grots . 1 

„ Morrison’s . Flatcatcker . 2 

„ 8hiers’s. Omio .3 

4,—NIPPON CHAMPION PLATE. 

Value $150. For Japan Ponies. Weight list Entrance $10. One 
mile. 

Mr. Ecallaw's .. ... Samourai .1 

„ Skram’s . Paddy Whack .2 

„ Von Zittau's . Antelope .3 

5.—HACK STAKES. 

Value $75. For all Ponies that have been ridden as Hacks in Yokor 
hama for six months previous to date of entry and not entered for any 
other flat race at this meeting except the Consolation Plate. Winners <i 
any flat race excluded. Weiget 12st. Entrance $5. Once round and a 
distance. 

„ R. Field’s . Pick .1 

„ William’s . Drum .2 

• „ William’s . Cobreeb .3 

6. —CHALLENGE CUP. 

Value $150. For China Ponies. Weight as per scale Entrance $10. 
Two miles. 

Mr. Crawford’s . Southern Cross . 1 

„ Morrison’s . Shylooh . 2 

„ Morrison’s . Garry Owen ... ... 3 

7. —FAREWELL CUP. 

Presented.—F or Japan Ponies. Winner of the Nippon Champion 
Plate excluded. Weight list. Entrance $5 Once round and a distance. 

Mr. Skram’s . Paddy Whach . 1 

„ Skram’s . Thady o' Grady .2 

„ Oldham's R. E,. Torpedo .3 
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8.—THE AUTUMN CUP. 

For all Fot*ie* Winner* at this meeting excluded, and winners of 
■«« than one race at the Spring Meeting 71 be. extra. Weight, China 
Jtoniea list. Japan Ponies lOst. Entrance $6. Half a mile. 

Mr. Morrison’s . Hard Line* ... ... 1 

w Crawford’s . RinaUo .2 

tv Shiers s ... ... Oaw ... ... ••• 8 


SECOND DAY. 

1.—BRITANNIA CUP. 

Puumd.—F or China Ponies.—Winner of the Challenge Cup ex¬ 
cluded. Other Winners at this Meetsng 71b*. Weight as per Scale. 
Entrance $5. One mile and three quarter. 

Mr. Morrison’s ... ... Shylock Walk Orer 

2.—HOPEFUL 8TAKE8. 

For Japan Ponies. Winners at this Meeting excluded. Weight list. 
Mntranoe $8. Three quarters of a mile. 

Mr. Skram’s ... .*.. Thady o' Grady .1 

n E- Field’s ... ... Sam Espoir . 2 

8.—VISITORS CUP. 

PiailUrlD.—For China Ponies.—Winners at this Meeting 71b*. extra, 
“ two Races 101b*. Weight as per Scale. Entrance $8. One mile 
and a half. 

Mr. Crawford’s ... ... Southern Cross . 1 

* Morrison’s . Carry Owe a.2 

*» Morrison’s . Hard Lines .3 

4.—LEDGER CUP. 

Pubkhtbd.—F or Japan Ponies. Winner of Champion Plate lOlbs* 
extra. Weight lOst 71b. 

. PodasoXus .1 

rt Oldham s R. E*. Torpedo .2 

9* F. J. Barnard’s... ... Daimio .3 

5.—FU8IYAMA CUP. 

J m ™* WTItD by a Shanghai Visitor. For China Ponies. Winners at 
thia Meeting excluded. Weight as per Scale. Entrance $6. Once 
round. 

Mr. Morrison’s . Flatcatcher .1 

»» Heime’s . Chaste pot .2 

n E« Field’s ... • ... Mitrailleur .3 

6.—STAND CUP. 


2.—CHAMPION CUP. 

Puoxtbd by the American Community. For all Wi«n« tk* 
Meeting. To he bandioapped at the clo*e of the 2nd Day Entrain* 
•10, (ooMFULBOmY.) Non Starter* to pay a Fine of $6. o£ mile snd* 
quarter. 

Mr. Morrison’s ... Flatcatcher ... lOst lOlba. ... i 

„ Crswfurd’* ... Southern Cross ... 12st — **] 2 

„ Morrison’s ... Carry Owen ... list 8 s 

8.—8CURRY 8WEEP8TAKE8. 

Of $6 each with $20 from the Fond. For all Ponies. China lW. j f 
list Japan Ponies lOst. Distance quarter of a mile. 

Mr, Morrison’s . Hard Lines .. 

„ .. Rinalde . 2 

», Von Zittau’s . Antelope . 3 

4.—DOWN SOUTH CUP. 

Pmwdttxd.—F or Japan Ponies. Owners up. One mile. 

Mr. Skram’s . Paddy Whack . 1 

Capt CostiganV. Five Dollars 2 

Mr. William's . Cobweb . 


OSAKA. 


('From Correspondence of the Eiogo News.) 

A serious fire occarred here abont midnight on Thftndgy 
last. It broke oat at the house of a charcoal dealer, situated 
in a street called Ni-eho-me Yedo Bori, and which is not frr 
from the manifioent new Yashki now being built for Prince 
Chosiu, to replace the one burnt down by Stotsbashi’s people 
two yeare ago. The fire was not got under till daylight on 
Friday, when it had destroyed a yashiki belonging to a small 
daimio named Tam-bai-ya, I believe, together with ten large 
and a number of small houses. Of course we must wait a few 
years more before the Osaka authorities will have the good 
sense to provide Osaka with one or two steam land and float¬ 
ing fire engines; the latter especially would be invaluable 
in a city wiilch tt sahl to have no less than fifty miles 
of water courses, rivers and canals. Ab for the ways and 
means, a half per cent, annual house tax would probably 
suffice, and judging by the past eleven months, the engines 
would pay for themselves in less than a year, several tines 
over. 


For Japan Ponies. Winners at this Meeting 71b*. extra. Penalties 
accumulative. Weight lOst 71b*. Entrance $ Two mile* 

Mr. Bcallaw’s . Samourai . 1 

„ Skram'a . Thady o'Grady . 2 

" F. J. BarnartTs ... Daimio .3 

7.—THE HAPPY SOLUTION CUP 

PuaiVTBix—For all Ponies : to be handicapped after Race No. 5 has 
bean run. Entrance $ 8 . Half a mile. 

Mr. Morrison’s . Carry Owen . 1 

** Morrison’s . Hard Lines . 2 

m Crawford’* . Rinaldo . 3 

8 .—BLUFF CUP. 

Pmsmhtbd.—F or all Beaten Japan Ponie* at the Meeting.. Weight 
list Entrance $5. From the Bottom of the Hill and in. 

Mf. Von Zittau'i ... ... Antelope . : | 

m Oldham’s . Torpedo ... 2 

n H. Field's . Sans Espoir . **[ 3 

y .—consolation cup. 

For all Beaten Ponie* at the Meeting. China Ponie* weight a* per 
Scale. Japan Pome* lOst Entrance $5. Onoe round and a distanc* 
Mr. Heime’s 10 th Begt. ... Chassepot .. 

- £ftT fnrd _ 1 ' - SL atriMm .. 

ft William Henry’s ... Lobham .. 

THIRD DaY. 

1.—OaRRI80N CUP. 

bj o ° fflce ?, of l * e 0arri *° n - For *11 Ponie. Orer rix 
tedta. Chin. Ponie. ll.t 71b*. Japan Ponie* 11 * Entrance $ 5 . 
Onoe round and a distance. * 

Mr. 8 kr»m’. . Thady o'Grady . \ 

- \ . ***** . » 

ft noallaw s ... ... Samourai . 3 


1 could not auite agree with the strictures you passed upon 
the Japanese officials with whom Captain Gibson came in 
contact on the occasion of his recent shipwreck. I 
question whether, on the whole, he would have been much 
better treated in any other country. “ Give the devil his 
due,” says the proverb, and let ns not neglect duly to honour 
the native officials when they deserve it. I have met with 
several peisons who have had to travel long distances through 
the interior of Japan, and in every instance have they praised 
the Japanese officials whom they met with for their kindness 
and general goodnature. Take, for instance, the case of two 
Swiss gentlemen, Messrs. Bavier and Jacquemoc, who passed 
through here the other week. These gentlemen left Yedo 
oh the 5th September, travelled overland to Niigata, left the 
latter town on the 9th ultimo, and arrived ’'ere on the 14th, 
and they report that they were treated extr^nely well all the 
way though. On reaching the outskirts of Kioto on the night 
of the 13th ultimo, they were politely informed by an offiosl 
that they would have to remain in the suburbs of the sacred 
city that night, but would be allowed to enter it on the fal¬ 
lowing morning; our travellers, however, did not avail them¬ 
selves of the proffered courtesy, fearing lest they should m* 
the steamer for Yokohama. The above is only one instance 
out of several that occur to me. I have also, I must con¬ 
fess, heard of squeezing on the part of officials, but it has 
always been at or near the Treaty Ports, and not upon com¬ 
paratively helpless travellers in the interior. 

Printed and published for the proprietor by JAME8 B. ANGLIN, 
at the ‘‘Japan Gazette” Printing Office, No. 87, Main Street 
Yokohama. 
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ATTONALITY is one of the strongest bonds that 
bind individual men to each other. Nationality is 
equally powerful in its effects on comm unities in re¬ 
ference to their connection with a parent state. And 
these facts are well proved by our nearest neighbour, 
China. In that vast Empire, so many different dialects exist 
that it sometimes happen a mere river separates those who 
can read each other’s written, but cannot understand each 
other’s oral language. Yet the Chinamen of Canton and 
HainftTi rlAim kindred with the Chinamen of Pekin and 
Kansoo, and the borderers of the Amoor or the Yangtszo 
Kiang with the dwellers of Santa Foo and tho fishermen 
of Ya-long Kiang. What matters it that they inhabit re¬ 
gions two thousand miles apart ? They all acknowledge one 
sovereign, the heavenly ruler, the 8on of Heaven ; and they 
are equally Chinamen. Bo of all other peoples, it matters 


not how far asunder may be the particular spots where they 
were born; those who claim the same protection—be it Impe¬ 
rial, Royal or Republican, and obey the same national laws, 
meet where they may or under whatever circumstances, are 
countrymen still, and the fact constitutes a brotherhood hardly 
surpassed by that of actual family ties. 

But nationa lity has qualifications. Various provinces of 
the same state, whilst claiming the common name, have often 
characteristics differing so widely, that they seem to be, and 
indeed, in many instances actually are quite distinct in race. 
European nations produce examples of this in a greater de¬ 
gree than any others. Thus Austria has a prodigious variety 
among its subjects, who differ as greatly in every other re¬ 
spect as they do in their language ; yet all greet each other in 
a foreign land as Austrians. To a lesser extent is this the 
case with North Gonnany, with Switzerland, with Franco and 
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©yen with Great Britain. 

There are many Englishmen 
to whom it will be news to 
be told that in the United 
Kingdom there are to be 
found men, women and chil¬ 
dren, who do not speak a 
word of English. In Ire¬ 
land, in Wales and in the 
Highlands of Scotland such 
people live ; but all find a 
rallying point under the old 
Union Jack, and though 
they may not understand 
each other’s lingo, they will 
fight shoulder to shoulder 
for their Queen and country. 

But war and disoord may 
devastate a nation, even 
when its foes are those of its 
own household. Civil dif¬ 
ferences, ill-governed pas¬ 
sions, and, very often, perso¬ 
nal ambition may combine to 
place men as rebels against 
constituted authority, and 
produce hatred and bitter¬ 
ness far exceeding any cre¬ 
ated by the differences bet¬ 
ween rival empires. In 
several of the European 

States it is seen at this very day ; and in China, the 
government is never without such troubles. Japan has had 
one short year of civil strife, after a period of two hundred 
and fifty years of peace ; and a traditionally warlike people 
liave seen the form of government, that had secured this long 
freedom from hostilities, annihilated, set aside and put alto¬ 
gether out of the way, with a coolness and indifference which 
to Western notions seems well nigh incredible. London ap¬ 
prentices and London trained bands, on more than one occa¬ 
sion in English history, saved the crown ; but in Japan, none 
but the fighting class put forth a hand on either side. All 
looked on, in sorrow it is true, but without any outward sign 
of sympathy; and resignedly accepted the altered rule without 
one act of remonstrance or of opposition. 

And now foreigners see a greater amount of life in the go¬ 
vernment than ever could have been displayed under the old 
system—when the acta of the most enlightened Tycoon were 
hampered by the jealousies and foreign antipathies of the Mi¬ 
kado’s Court. Yet we frequently hear expressions of appre¬ 
hension lest the present state of things should be opposed by 
some of the old daimios and their clans, sword in hand. We 
do not believe it for one moment; but we look to actual facta 
and see the improved nationality that has lighted upon the 
Empire. 

Only four years ago, we used to hear constantly of Daimios, 
who, nominally independent prinoee, were desirous of throw¬ 
ing open their ports to foreign trade. They proved that they 
were not absolutely independent, by not daring to do it in 


UicronsiixD Lighthouse, Cape Saqami 


opposition to the central 
government at Yedo. It will 
be remembered one 

rumour told how Prince 
Satauma had declared 
he would open Kagosixoa; 
but that he would have no 
treaties and no Consuls, and 
those foreigners who visited 
his territory should be under 
the same laws as govern his 
own people. Very big talk, 
but quite impracticable. 

Now we hear nothing of 
this kind. All the more 
important nobles have placed 
themselves, their clans, their 
ships and territories, unrear 
ervedly in the hands of the 
Emperor, and there is no 
place throughout Japan 
where his “ writ runneth 
not.” 

The effects of this are 
gradually unfolding them¬ 
selves. Not only are Japane¬ 
se from the extremes of the 
Empire visiting all quarters 
of the globe, everywhere 
received with kindness and 
consideration for the sake of 
their nationality; but in their own country much is transpiring 
that gives them a firm footing in the regard of other nations, 
and affords the very best promise of the future. 

Among these things, in our opinion the greatest, because the 
most unselfish, is the manner in which they are planting light¬ 
houses on the mo*t dangerous points of their coast. These 
may truly be considered the nation’s contribution to other 
nations. Their coasts have always been provided with s m all 
lights to serve as beacons for their shore-hugging junks ; and 
as yet they have comparatively few vessels of their own to 
derive benefit from lights of a more expensive character. But 
on the representation of the dangers of their coast, and the 
value of lighthouses to foreign merchant ships, being made to 
them by foreign ministers, they agreed to place them in cer¬ 
tain positions pointed out to them. They have engaged En¬ 
gineers and artisans from Europe, practically acquainted with 
every detail connected with such works, and are proceeding on 
a scale, which may well astonish those who call to mind that 
up to twelve years ago, the Japanese refused to have any 
part in the comity of nations. Two of our illustrations to-dJjT» 
will give Borne idea as to the character of these works—whioUt 
up to the present time they are carrying on without receivjog 
any light dues, or any aid from foreign funds. It .is • 
noble national contribution to the commerce of the worm, 
and we trust that ere long their own merchant ships may.^ 
numerous and important enough to make the ligh*®* P / 
cal benefit to themselves as well as to foreigners ; . 

national flag may be seen waving to the bre ese t* J 
reign harbours ; and their nationality may be r travaL 

oured and respected wherever ships can float 
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our article we liaTe touched upon the lighthouses which 
the Japanese are erecting round their coasts. A trip 
which the thoughtful kindneee and oourteey of the Engineer- 
in-chief of the department, Mr. Brunton, invited us to take 
to Bock Island and Simoda, both opened our eyes to the vi¬ 
gour with which the government is prosecuting the works 
and also to the magnitude of the task they have undertaken. 
No wonder is it that they require a oommodious, fast and 
powerful steamer to be devoted exclusively to the service. No 
wonder they require a large staff of practical Engineers and 
mechanics from Europe. The aggregate of labour is so vast; 
the difficulties to be overcome are so numerous and so great, 
that we can but express our warmest admiration of the pluck 
and public spirit displayed. 

On the coasts of Japan, the present scheme of the govern¬ 
ment is to establish sixteen lights—two being light ships. 
The rest are all lighthouses. Of these, three are already 
completed under the charge and superintendence of M. Yerny, 
the French Engineer in chief of the Government Dock and 
Arsenal, in course of construction at Yokoaka, about twelve 
or fourteen miles from Yokohama. Of these three, one is on 
Kanonsaki, a headland jutting into the gulf of Yedo, a few 
miles below Yokoaka. The seoond light is at Kamisaki, away 
on the opposite side and at the extreme entrance of the gulf. 
The third is 

The remainder of the lights, besides beacons and a buoys, are 
under the charge of the Lighthouse department, at the head 
of the works of which is Mr. Brunton. The works are at 
Benten, at a distance of about a mile from the foreign settle¬ 
ment of Yokohama. Here the foreign employes have good 
substantial and handsomely built dwelling houses ; and there 
is a good yard in which many of the engineering operations 
are carried on ; and from which one lightship, now in use at 
the entrance of the port of Yokohama, has already been 
turned out; and another lightship, destined for Hakodate 
if being proceeded with, and is far on towards completion. 
In this establishment are either prepared or provided all the 
paraphernalia requisite for the works of all the lighthouses 
round the ooast; and from hence they are shipped on 
board the fine steamer Thdbor , recently purchased of the M. I. 
Company, and in her they are oonveyed to their destination. 

Would our readers know what is thus conveyed ? We 
would say— everything. Or, we might put in practice a Scotch 
idiosyncrasy, and answer one question by Asking another— 
What is not ? 

To-day we give five pictures, all associated with our trip ; 
and they in dude aview of the unfinished lighthouse that is 
being built at Cape Sagami, and one of the lighthouses all but 
oompleted on Bock Island. Cape Sagami is only about 25 
miles from Yokohama, and is situate about half way up what 
we may call the neck or entrance into the gulf, before it 
widens out tow ards Yedo and Kanagawa. It is only some 
tan miles below the Kanonsaki lighthouse, and it will be a 
very valuable light by itself as well as in combination with 
Kanonsaki. At this spot, there was no village of any kind, 
and the site of the proposed building was a nigged bush-clad 


knoll, to which everything had to be brought. We say every¬ 
thing. First ooolies, wood, stone, lime and other ingredients 
for mor tar, mechanics, tools, all materials for building dwell¬ 
ings for the workmen, labourers and superintendents, with stores 
of all kinds both for natives and foreigners. There was no¬ 
thing but water that could be found in the locality. All these 
thin gs had to be oonveyed by native junks or in the steam¬ 
er ; and it would be worth the while of our local friends to 
take an occasional sail down the gulf so far, to see how the 
operations are carried on; the landing jetty ; the inclined plane 
on the hill side up which eve^thing is hauled by windlass, 
rai lway fashion ; the stones used in the construction of the 
1 ighthonse ; the busy scene exhibited by the numerous arti¬ 
san s at work upon them, shaping them with geometrical exaot- 
ne se to take their places to a hairs-breadth, so to speak, in 
t he circular tower in which the great essential, strength, is 
combined with perfect symmetry. 

But as we have a still more important spot to visit, and one 
that we are pretty sure, very few of our readers ever will 
have the temerity to approach except under similar favourable 
drcumstrnces to those which operated in our behalf, we will 
leave Cape Sagami; and after a spell of some five hours we 
approach Bock Island. But not yet to land. It is only now 
and then, often at considerable intervals that a landing can 
be effected; and then only at one little cove in the island, 
we are therefore obliged to make for Simoda Bay in which we 
anchor, in sight of, and about six miles distant from, the 
Bock. 

And as we must lie here until the weather moderates, and 
we may be enabled to visit the Bock, we will occupy ourselves 
awhile at our anchorage. 

We are bound to give our local readers credit for some 
knowledge of the country they reside in, if not from actual ex¬ 
perience, at least from the perusal of those books which have 
treated of the subject. But friends at a distance, (and strange¬ 
ly enough, we always think of them more particularly when 
we give our descriptions of, or remarks upon, the places and the 
people of the Far East), may not be so well acquainted with 
the history of so far-away a land as Japan. 

Simoda has an especial interest; inasmuch as it was the 
port that was opened for the residence of Americans, when 
Commodore Perry suooeeded in making that Treaty which 
was the opening wedge of foreign intercourse with Japan. 
Hither came the first American Minister-resident; and here 
he resided long before any practicable commercial Treaty was 
arranged between his country and Japan. 

We had no sooner cast anchor and made all as snug and 
secure as in such a harbour it oould be, than our kind-hearted 
commander, Captain Brown, who knew that in this trip plea¬ 
sure was with us to be combined with business, suggested that 
we should land and visit the temple, in which Mr. Harris and 
Mr. Heuskin dwelt together so long. Our photographer, 
Mr. Michael Moser, who was assistant to the photographic 
artist who accompanied the late Austrian Expedition to the 
East, landed with us with all his paraphernalia, and the view 
on page 4 is the result of his visit. 

Captain Sherard Osborne, B. N. in his very interesting 
little book, “ A cruise in Japanese waters” has given us so 
interesting an account of Simoda, both in respect of its having 
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been the residence of Mr. Harris, and of the fatal visit of the 
Russian frigate Diana, in 1854, that we cannot do better than 
quote what he Fays :— 

44 We neared Cape Idxa, a mountainous promontory, at the extreme 
end of which the port of 81moda stands ; and if the Japanese had ex- 
an invasion of their country by the countrymen of Commodore 
they could not have better foiled it than by inducing him to go 
to such a spot It was decidedly picturesque, however, and under tne 
affect of a fine unclouded day, with a blue sea sparkling and lashing 
Itself up under the effect of a rattling west wind, the whole scene was 
coe worthy of a painter’s skill. 

The Retribution and Emperor hove in sight, and we pushed on under 
a heavy press of sail and steam for 8imoda. Early in the afternoon we 
mached it; and after going right round the bay, and poking into every 
norncr to look for shelter from the ground-swell, wc plumped the anchor 
down, having satisfied ourselves that, however pretty the bay might be, 
K was no fit harbour for' a ship, and that the Japanese had decidedly 
weathered the Transatlantic Commodore when they palmed off such a 
■P 0 * upon him as one.*’ 

44 The last person to find fault with a port without good cause should 
be the seaman who had just reached one, however insecure, after having 
been tossed and shaken into a jelly by gales of wind in the open sea. 
On- the shortcomings, therefore, of Si mod a in all the requirements of a 
harbour for men-of-war, and much more for mercantile purposes, we 
•hall abstain from dwelling. Its deficiencies were so apparent to Mr. 
Harris, the American Consul-General, that, by treaty with the Japanese, 
he has resigned it for some safer and more convenient spot. Bitaated as 
It is on the extreme of a mountainous promontory which projects into 
the full sweep of the Pacific Gulf-stream, it is most difficult of access to 
•ailing vessels, and ties in the most active volcanic region in Japan, if 
not in the world. Within sight of Simoda, the smoking crater of 41 Vries 
Yoloano ” serves as a beaoon to remind the inhabitants by how precari¬ 
ous a tenure they exist upon the seaboard of the Idzu promontory. Only 
tour years before our arrival, an earthquake, aided by terrible rollers 
from the sea, destroyed the town of Simoda and the greater part of its 
Inhabitants. The Russian frigate ‘‘ Diana, ” commanded by the present 
Admiral Count Pontiatine, was at anchor in the harbour at the time. 
Bhe was wrecked ; but her gallant captain and crew were saved to give 
ns an account in graphic language of the horrors of that terrible De¬ 
cember morning, and the heroic manner in which they stood to their 
•battered ship. 

44 Whatever may be the demerits of Simoda as a port for shipping, no 
one can deny it is an exceedingly picturesque spot, replete with glorious 
combinations of turf-clad valley and wooded crag, sharp-cut cliff and 
cocky cove, mountain and ric ly-cultivated plain. One most romantic- 
looking corner in this picture was somewhat marred by a stiff white flag¬ 
staff and the American ensign. From this corner of Simoda Bay the Consul- 
General of the United States made his appearance, and most warmly we 
welcomed a gentleman whose earnest endeavours and great personal 
•acrifices are likely to bring about such vast changes in the future his¬ 
tory of Japan. Mr. Harris seemed a man well fitted to be the pioneer 
cf the energetic Republic of North America. Earnest, enthusiastic, and 
clever, he is gifted with that self-reliance which carries his countrymen 
ever difficulties, whilst wc more methodical slowcoaches sit down and 
reason upon them until the time for action is past. He has had great 
success in acquiring for himself the friendship and confidence of the peo¬ 
ple and officials of this jealous and exclusive empire. He had visited, 
with both eyes open and a liberal spirit, most parts of the world—and, 
happy man, the world bad neither hardened his heart nor blunted his 
power of appreciating the good and beautiful wherever it might exist. 

ft was refreshing to hear his warm and sincere eulogiums of the Japa¬ 
nese people, though he did not go the length of attributing to them 
every transcendent virtue. He expressed a kindly and natural anxiety 
for the long course of misery and revolution that will most probably 
ensue,, when the introduction of European civilisation and a different 
creed shall break down, and will not, at any rate at first, supply the 
place of, an existing system, which, so far as the material wants of the 
people are concerned, looks so perfect. The Consul had been much in 
our colonies and dependencies, and understood the Asiatic character well: 
he had been in Lucknow when still independent, and had feasted with 
its sensual monarch and princes; he had snared in OtAhcitian Kolu-holus 
or native dances, and knew the missionaries and missionary-eaters of 
New Zealand. His admission to Japan with his secretary and interpreter, 
Mr. Hewskin, was the result of the treaty obtained by C ammodore Perry, 
which I have already mentioned. Having promised that an American 
consul should be permitted to reside at Simoda, the Japanese did not 
object when a man-of-war landed them, and sailed away ; but they placed 
the Consulate on the opposite side of the bay to that on which the town 
was situated, and then watched the Americans closely.” 

As we shall givo a small picture of the harbour in our next 
number we reserve this to accompany it, and proceed to quote 
what may have a more exact bearing on our pictures ; and 
the additional motive exists, of giving our friends & very in¬ 
teresting picture of the early days of treaty intercourse. 


44 The new town of Simoda was being built when we were there. The 
ruins of a Japanese city are by no means imposing ; wood, *nd 

a small modicum of bricks, constitute the materials generally employed 
in a country where a man may naturally expect to rebuild hla hocus 
more than onoe in a lifetime. The spick-and-span new appearaaoe o L 
whole streets told its own tale ; and the appearanoe of a formidable 
■tone-faced breakwater, erected some feet above high-water mark, 
fully thirty feet high, cutting off the pretty vale in which the town vnw 
situated from the waters of Simoda Bay, showed in what direction the 
greatest danger was anticipated, and whence they had suffered moat dur¬ 
ing the late dreadful visitation. 

44 Yet there was nothing in the appearanoe of the good folk of Simoda 
to lead one to suppose they fretted much about earthquakes, rollers from 
the sea, or the Vries Volcano. Every one looked as happy and free from 
care as any people oould do. The men welcomed us with a good-natured 
■mile, and the women, young or old, seemed as curious to look at us as 
we were to look at them. Everybody appeared well to do—not a beggar 
was visible ; possibly the earthquake nad swept them off. Havingiie- 
acribed Nagasaki and its bazaar so fully, it would be mere re petition to 
dwell upon the bazaar of Simoda, further than to say that the articles 
here produced for sale were superior, and- decidedly much cheaper.” 

On page 7 is a general view of Simoda lying as it does a t 
the foot of the hills, and shewing the breakwater, which it 
will be observed by the foreground is now considerably silted 
up, and looks like a time honoured beach. The temple (page 
4) is not only an excellent specimen of its class, but is most 
beautifully situate. At the back may be seen a large Japanese 
burying ground, but at the sides, on alight elevations, remain 
to this day in perfect preservation, the graves of several Ame¬ 
ricans who died whilst the U. S. ships lay in the harbour, 
and of Russians killed in the convulsions that proved fatal to 
their ship. Before leaving this spot we may draw our readers’ 
attention to the excellent specimen of thatching exhibited ih 
the roofs of the building. 

The illustration on page 1, is Little Fusi-yama—a hill at 
the back of Simoda, not actually so high as the hills imme¬ 
diately surrounding it, and yet from its peculiar position and 
shape, offering itself as a landmark for a long distance at sea. 

And now we must pay our visit to Rock Island. Oh, whan 
will all the stuff we have brought down for it be safely stowed 
on native junks to bear them across to it? And when will 
we have the opportunity of going ? The wind is blowing 
pretty stiff, but from the North, the best direction for our 
obtaining a landing. So we start at 1 p.m. in a good Japanese 
boat, and, favoured by the breeze, arrive in the cove at Rook 
Island, in less than an hour and a quarter. And what a scene? 
A barren rock ? Yes, but far more than that. Although its 
prevalent colour is red, it is a huge cinder. There is not • 
blade of grass upon it; nothing but here and there a small 
tuft of a plant very similar to our houseleek. But how are 
we to describe the soene ? Ours is by no means the only boat 
there; for all those laden in the morning have arrived—and. 
are delivering their cargoes. But even in the oove, the- wash 
of the water is so great that in the most favourable sp6t> 
where crowds of coolies, sent with the boats, are landing the 
goods, at one moment the boat is wellnigh on the rocks, the 
next yards away ; and as we attempt to land, the opportunity 
has to be watched, and a spring made at the exact mom** 
or we stand a chance of a bath. It was no easy matter to 
land our little bag and baggage, so it may be imagined what 
jt is to land a cargo of heavy goods. This Island is * mere 
rock, but of the wildest possible character. It is a place of 
all others demanding a lighthouse, both on aooount of its 
own dangers and the numberless rocks and • ttat Kd 
in its neighbourhood. Here there is not by nature one single 
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thing except fresh air, to support life, nor one single substance 
(except the foundation rock) requirod in the lighthouse. 
Everything, even water, has to be brought from the main¬ 
land ; for the very rainwater that is caught in a well, becomes 
quickly saturated with salt from the spray that everlastingly 
breaks over it. 

The rock has, as it were, three pinnacles, and the centre one, 
on which stands the Lighthouse is 102 foot abovo the level 
of the sea. The other two are availed of for a flagstaff and 
signal station, and for the temporary light which has been 
for many months in operation. The latter is a mere wooden 
tenement, but being exposed to uncoasing high winds is of 
course built very strongly. The Lighthouse on the highest 
peak rises 70 feet above the rock, so that the light is about 
170 foot above the sea level. There is, in addition to Euro¬ 
pean superintendents, a Yakunin to look after the workmen 
and see that they do their duty. The number of workmon is 
very great. They dwelt in houses on a kind of plateau about 
70 feet above high water mark. Their houses were shelter¬ 
ed by a stone wall specially constructed for their protection ; 
but during the gale of the 12th October, such was the violence 
of the waves, that they dashed over the rock, drove all the poor 
fellows out of their houses and forcod them to take refuge in 
the Lighthouse tower; and thon washed away the seawall and 
their houses so completely that thero is not a stone left, nor a 
trace to shew where one has been. Some idea may by this 

termed of what kind of place Rock Island is. But the 
place is well worth a visit. To see the ruggedness of nature 


as exhibited in the rock, and the symmetry of art as develop¬ 
ed in the building. To see the triumph of science over the 
rude shocks of nature ; and in such an out-of-the-way region, 
the appliancoe of science. Truly of itself the ingenuity and 
the thought expended on the lighthouses, is immense. Peo¬ 
ple read or speak of a Lighthouse and think no more about 
it. But they may and ought to learn what an amount of 
scientific application has been brought to bear on the subject. 
A Lighthouse is more than a mere bright lantern set in a 
tower. There are reflectors and magnifying glasses, and all 
sorts of contrivances to make as much light, with the obscura¬ 
tion of as few rays as possible. In each of the Japanese 
Lighthouses is an apparatus in the tower for measuring the 
force and shewing the 'direction of earthquakes. There ia 
also one of the late Admiral Fitxroy’s weather gauges; and 
tables are most carefully kept of all the variations of the 
barometer and thermometer. Indeed in every possible way 
the Japanese lighthouses will be availed of to supply data 
that may be useful to the world at large. The house thai 
is being built for the lightkeepers is a fine large roomy 
stone building with a flat roof covered with lead; and will be, 
when complete, very comfortable. 8o long as the works are 
going on, there is so much to do for every one on the rock, 
that none feel in any degree $nnuye ; but when all is finished 
and the place is resigned to the lightkeepers and their ser¬ 
vants, it will be very solitary; for sometimes many days 
elapse without the possibility of getting off from the rook, 
or receiving any one who may visit it. 
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It ii astounding to see what has been done in about a year 
mm this Rocky isle. 

The permanent light will, it is hoped, be set going on the 
1st January, 1871, and must be an incalculable boon to mari- 


Our next number will give some other views at Simoda, 
whither we will therefore retrace our pathway. 


O N the 17th fast*, an inquest was held before H. B. M. Consol and a 
jury, on the body of a British soldier named George Bachelor, who 
■Mt his death under the following circumstances. He went out with 
two of his comrades for a walk into Japanese town, where they had some 
liquor, which one of his companions declares was limited to two glasses 
at gin within three hours. He was quite sober, but suddenly complained 
at weakness, and his comrades carried him into the settlement, as far ss 
m public house the “ British Queen," outside of which they left 

him, and entered to refresh themselves with another drink ; intending 
to obtain the aid of Japanese coolies to carry him up the hill to the 
Bairscks. They had been absent about a couple of minutes when they 
be ar d that he got up from where they placed him, and had fallen into 
the main drain, a large open drain running at the side of the Honours 
Hoad, which is flushed with sea water every tide, and is never without a 
certain depth of water in it. Mr. Bourne, passing by on horseback at the 
naament, saw the taken opt of the drain and immediately rode off 
Cor medical assistance, seeing that be was evidently in a very bad 
Way. By the time Dr. Dal listen arrived the man was dead—and the 
verdict returned following his evidence, was ** The deceased came to his 
dfaath from the effects of apoplexy caused by sudden immersion in cold 
water.*' Subsequently a pout mortem examination was made at the mili¬ 
tary hospital, and It was found that the man’s body was In such an un¬ 
healthy state that he could under no circumstances have lived many 
hoars; and that when he oomplained of weakness, he was literally in a 
djing^ooditton. 


J APANESE thieves have been of late, committing a species of depreda¬ 
tions that excites much indignation. They have robbed the tombs in 
tim oemetery of iron bars, posts and chains which surrounded them. The 
Hist tomb they thus visited 'was that of Mr. Richardson, who met his 
death at the hands of snotiwrinn on the Tokaido in 1862. 


TT B. Sir Harry Paftee and Lady Parkes have been to Kota and 
-Els Osaka ; and having time on hand further accepted the invitation 
of a Japanese prince to visit him a'. Wakia-gaws, in Kishiu. They re¬ 
turned to Yokohama in H. M. 8. Rinaldo, yesterday. 


r ls our painful duty to record the death of Mr. William Grauert, one 
of our oldest residents, and head of the respected mercantile firm 
Grauert A Oo. He has been for some time a sufferer from a most painful 
BIint. and has exhibited symptoms which lbd his brother, who resided 
with him, to keep a close watch over him. On the 28th ult he went 
mot toe a walk, and not returning, his brother became uneasy and sent out 
Hi sear ch of him. He was found dead on the following morning near 
the race ooftrse. The same, day an inquiry was held before Dr. Berlin 
of tbs N. German Legation, but an open verdict only was returned. 


T HE left wing of H. M. 1st Batt 10th Regiment has received orders to 
hold itself in readiness for Shanghai. 


A serious explosion took place on the 29th ult, within the walls of 
the Oahiru in Yedo. The extent of damage is not great, but two 
men were killed. 

A Concert Is to be given on the 2nd fast., at the Club Germania, fa aid 
at Germans wounded fa the war. 


T HE Yokohama Amateur Dramatic Corps have announced the op e n 
fag of their new theatre to take place on the 6th fast 


T HE English Church in Yokohama, is about to be enlarged. It is now 
nearly nine yean old, and the community has quadrupled riiy* it 
was built _ 


JAPANESE SUPERSTITION. 

Some few months Binoe a Japanese rice merchant of Goehh, 
by name 8obe, entered into some speculations in rice while 
the crop was still yonng. The weather oontinning very fine 
for the time of the year, and rice gradually lowering in value, 
Sobe began to have some apprehensions respecting his specula¬ 
tions, and at last it became almost a certainty that he would be 
ruined by the continuance of the fine weather and the ' cdu« 
sequent cheapness of grain. In order to avert the consequences 
of the dilemma in which he was placed, he called together 
in consultation’ Borne of his most intimate friends, the result 
of which was a petition for rain and bad weather to some of 
their favourite gods. Shortly afterwards rain set in, accom¬ 
panied by Btrong winds, and this, including a very high tide, 
which inundated some of the fields, damaged the crops, ana 
rice rose in value. At this turn of circumstances Sobe and his 
friends had a grand spread in honour of the favourite god, who, 
according to their understanding, had been instrumental in 
bringing about the change. The farmers of the district, 
who got scent of the affair through the treachery of one of 
Sobe’s friends, felt anything but grateful to the rice speculator, 
and being losers by the transaction they mustered to the 
number of about one hundred, and, arming themselves with 
matchlocks and other weapons, assaulted his residence, which 
they pulled to the ground, Sobe and his friends managing to 
escape their vengeance by taking reftige in the Chiji s oastle* 
The farmers then held a consultation and decided that Sobe 
should die, if it was in their power to effect his destruction, 
as the probability was that if Sobe’s 11 God " partially destroy¬ 
ed the crops at his petition, something worse might happen 
if he was permitted to live. They accordingly set out for the 
Chiji’s castle and made a demknd for Sobe’s head, but being 
refused they assaulted the place, and after a short fight were 
repulsed. Finding that it was impossible to obtain posses¬ 
sion of him, they forthwith presented a petition to the autho¬ 
rities setting forth his wicked doings and demanding his punish¬ 
ment. This was listened to more favourably, and Sobe and 
his friends were immediately sent to prison to await trial. 
Hiogo News. 


As the Japanese Government are anxious to oommeoce 
dredging the Osaka bar, they have decided to discontinue work¬ 
ing at the Eastern Camber for the present, and not to com¬ 
mence the proposed attempt to clean the Western Camber. 
Both completed dredgers have been towed up to the Cm) 
bar, where they will be set to work immediately. Mr. J 
H. Wignall has built two dumping barges for use 
dredgers, each capable of holding several tons of sand. Wms 
the first one was completed, the officers who were present 
to witness its working, firmly expected to see the whole bos* 
go down with its load, and they were very much Mtonishw 
when they beheld it rise so soon as the sand left it. TWj 
expressed themselves perfectly satisfied with the mannerm 
which it worked, and we believe they intend having ® eT *r 
more made after the same pattern, having at length 
the conclusion that their original plan of potting out by 
the dirt they had put in by steam is *ot a emtiMfotorr** 
having the effect of keeping the dredgers idle hair tne 
Idem. 


Printed and pnblithed for the proprietor by JAMES B. 
at the “ Japan Gazette ’’ Printing Office, A#. 
Yokohama 
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I 4 PEN to conviction as tho Japanese government 

w flpl may be, and fast as their prejudices are disappear- 
ing, there are yet many traces of old times and 
modes of thought ttld feeling, remaining to this 
? day. Naturally ft is so, and we should have less 
confidence in the changes for the better that have taken place 
wore it otherwise. Had the nation, from ruler downwards, 
merely turned round like a weathercock to the new puff of 
wind the advent of foreign intercourse brought up with it, 
without rhyme or reason, there could not be any expectation 
of its remaining consfant to the new order of things ; and the 
very fact of a remarkable tenacity in some directions, which 
to Us seem of but small importance but to them are evidently 
matters of great concern, presents the best assurance to us 
that the changes they have made have not been carelessly, or 
thoughtlessly yielded. 


A marked difference in the character of the Chinese and 
Japanese is exhibited in this :—that the former cling with 
a determined and unreasoning bigotry to their old lights; 
whilst the Japanese suffer themselves to be guided by the 
light of science, political as well as material, in all the more 
important affairs. 

Thus the Chinese after having Treaty relations with for- 
eigne rs for twenty eight years, and business transactions with 
them more or less, at all times, are as unwilling to-day to 
admit the superiority of foreign arts and sciences, as they 
ever were. War has taught them the tremendous power of 
our battle engines, and slowly they are making a commence¬ 
ment to have fighting ships on a foreign model, and forts 
mounted with guns and other implements of destruction on 
the modern principles. They have also a certain proportion 
of their troops drilled and instructed by foreigners; but all 
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their efforts aie to learn of us only the best means of driving 
us out of the country, and to purchase of us the materials that 
seem beet adapted to this end. 

Kecent occurrences in the Flowery Land, will have the 
effect of opening the eyes of our home governments to the 
real state of feeling in China towards foreigners, and a com¬ 
parison will, naturally enough, be drawn between the Chinese 
and Japanese. Such a comparison must be all in favour of 
the latter, so far as present appearances go. 

But there is this fact to be observed by our home go¬ 
vernments :—that one of the old customs the Japanose 
cling to most tenaciously, is the privilege of the military and 
the official classes wearing two swords. An effort was made 
to get the fashion abolished, but it did not succeed, and we 
do not think the prejudice in favour of it will die out in this 
generation. 80 long as it exists, there is always an element 
of danger to foreigners in a large armed population, ready as 
ever to shed their blood and run any risk at the word 
of their chief. It would be therefore the height of imprudence 
to withdraw the foreign garrisons from Yokohama. Their 
presence here is not in the least objectionable to the Japa¬ 
nese government, and acts as a preventive of evil. The go¬ 
vernment is nominally, and we think really, strong; but 
sinister rumours are always afloat, that point to probable 
trouble between the government and some disaffected districts. 
These rumours may be ill-founded; we incline to the belief 
that there will be no disturbance; but it is well to be prepar¬ 
ed. The day on which foreign forces are removed from Ja¬ 


pan, if that day come before the two sworded element is 
abolished, will be the commencement of uncertainty to foreign 
residents. As it is, we exist here and in the other Treaty 
Ports without any apprehension; and so long as the Japanese 
are at peace among themselves, and we have foreign troops 
hero to protect us in case of need, we shall continue so. Bui 
should the troops be withdrawn, it would be a strong tempta¬ 
tion for the anti-foreign party to rise against the government 
and once more demand our expulsion. There is both economy 
and safety in tho present garrisons; and that not only to tha 
countries whose troops are kept here, but to the Mikado of 
Japan, and the whole of his dominions. We sincerely 
hope, therefore, that the expectations of those who imagine 
that the English garrison will be reduced to too great an ex¬ 
tent will not be realized. And we do not think it would be 
wise to take the foreign troops from here to employ them in 
China. 


@Fhc Jllusf ratio ns. 


SIMODA HARBOUR. 

S IMODA harbour can only be called so by courtesy. ^ 
certainly is a deep indentation of the coast, with 
of hills on all sides but its outlet to the open sea; and it haa 
small coves into which junks can run and a few small island* 
under the loe of which they might find Shelter; but for ship* 
of any size it is by no means a desirable anchorage, as smea 
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tl,« great convulsion of 1854, it has afforded but indifferent 
^,-ng *. -d certain winds the sea is only a 

few degrees less rolling than outside. But the place has a 
notoriety of its own, to which we barely alluded in our last 
number; and which we will now describe from Captain Sher- 
rard Osborne’s narrativo, as quoted from the account of the 
Captain of the Russian Frigate Diana - 

“ H. 1. At. 8. Diana i» Simoda Harbour, December 23, 1854.—Nine 
o'clock a. m. ; tight W. S. W. wind ; bar. 29.27 ; ther. 7 deg. R. (57.76 
deg. K.) weather clear and agreeable. ... ... . . , 

“ At a quarter past nine, without any previous indication, the shock of 
an earthquake, which lasted two or three mmutes, eauung the ves^lto 
shake very much, was felt both on deck and in the cabin. At ten o clock 
a huge wave was observe.! entering the buy, and in a few mmutes Sjm«la 
waaiu undated, bouses and temples swept away, while the JunU More 
the town, forced from their auchorage, were eecn_floating in every direc¬ 
tion, one knocking against another, cracking am. sinking. In ess than 
five minutes after this, the water was seen rising and bubbling, a* if 
agitated by a thousand springs, carrying with it loAm, btraw, aud other 
materials, receding and then returning with tremendous force, and com¬ 
pleting the destruction of the town, boats, and 1 units Our men were 
Ordered to secure the guns and boats, and to shut the ports. During this 
abort time the bay was covered with thatch and ruins, which had bocn 
carried away by the receding water. 

u At a quarter past ter. the frigate was observed to drift, when the 
second anchor was immediately dropped. Notwithstanding this, how¬ 
ever the water, returning with greater velocity than before, forced her 
a second time from her position. The whole town was now one vast 
aoene of desolation ; and out of about one thousand houses, only sixteen 
were standing. At this time a cloud of vapour was observed over the 
mins, and the air was strongly impregnated with sulphurous acid. 

« The sudden rising and falling of the water in no narrow a bay gave 
rise to numerous whirlpools, which caused the frigate to awing round 
with such rapidity that all on board became giddy. At half past ten a 
junk was thrown against her so with much violence thnt it was smashed 
to pieces and sunk immediately. Ro|K» were thrown to the men to save 
them from drowning; but only two soiled them, the rest, rushing into 
the cabin, chose rather to die tu&n to violate the law of their country, 
which forbids them without permission to go on board a foreign vessel. 

44 An old woman also, in a small boat, was drifted alongside. She was 
quite inse nsible, and her rescue was not effected without several men be¬ 
ing exposed to considerable hasard. But their exertions were success¬ 
ful ; sne soon recovered, and is still living. 

44 After the frigate had turned once more round, and approached with¬ 
in fiftv fathoms of a rock, the whirling of the water became so violent 
that she was flung from one place to another, and in about thirty minutes 
turned no less than forty-three times round her anchor. During this 
tune she was nearly smashed against a rocky island, but fortunately she 
just cleared it At a quarter to eleven the third anchor was dropped, 
hut it had not the effect of keeping her statiouary ; and when the sea 
needed, it left her on her side in eight feet of water. While in this 
position it was impossible to stand, and all endeavoured to crawl to the 
upper aide, fearing the effect of the next rise of the water. This speedily 
took place, and with great rapidity and violence, forcing the ship into 
the midst of the bay, and causing one of the guns to break loose, when it 
Instantly killed one and wounded several others of the men. Another 
effect of this rush was manifest in the frigate’s keel and rudder, which 
were now to be seen floating near her. The rising and falling of the 
water were very great, the depth varying from leas than eight to more 
than forty feet; and there chances, at intervals of about five minutes, 
continued till noon, when it was discovered that there were thirty inches 
of water in the hold. 

“ At this time a perceptible diminution in the frequency and violence 
of the changes took place, and this opportunity was embraced, and every 
available effort made, to lessen the influx of water. But scaroely had half 
an hour elajised, when, before there operations could have been com¬ 
pleted, the rising and falling of the water .became more violent than 
before. 

t< Between this time and a quarter past two, when the agitation again 
became much less, the frigate was left four times on her side ; and once, 
while thus laid in only four feet ef water, the upheaving of the ground 
was so violent as to force her past her anchors (the upper parts of which 
were visible) and back again to her former position. 

m Continuing to decrease in violence and frequency, by three p.m. the 
acitation of the water, and the motion of the vessel consequent thereon, 
were very slow. She now floated in twenty-five feet of water, but 
within her hold it was observed to be rising at the rate of thirty inches 
ore hour. At this time a fresh west wind was blowing ; the bar. stood 
at 29 87 and the ther. was 10°.60 R. (about 55°.63 F.) The bay was 
covered with ruins, on which men were seen walking ; and at four P.M. 
we began to disentangle the anchors, the chains of which were so twisted 
ghat four hours were required to clear one of them. 


u During the ensuing nig .t a fresh 8. W. wind blew, and the pumps 
were working twice an hour. 

44 We had now to obtain the consent of the authorities to our seeking 
a bay in which to repair the frigate, Simoda not being well adapted ft>r 
this purpose. After some delay this was granted, and a suitable place 
was soon selected. Some necessary repairs having previously been 
made, we weighed anchor on the 13th January, and with a light 
wind left for the appointed place. The wind soon failed us, we 
were left drifting towards the breakers, and our position became one of 
imminent danger. But ere long a gale arose, and after approaching near¬ 
er the shore, all hope being abandoned, twenty fathoms were called out, 
and the anchor dropped. 

44 On the 15th and 16th there was less wind, but the water in the 
frigate rose to such a height that grave fears were entertained as to the 
possibility of saving her. The Japanese authorities sent a hundred 
junks to tow her to the bay, and on the 17th all bands were landed. 
This was not done without great difficulty (on account of the dangerous 
surf), which was particularly the case with the sick, who, wrapped in 
sails, had to be dragged through it. Next day (18th) the iunkstook ner in 
tow ; not a single man was on board, and the water already hr.If filled 
the gun-deck. After proceeding a few miles, a small white cloud ap¬ 
peared ; on perceiving which, the Japanese, panic-stricken, cut their 
ropes and fled. This appeared strange to us. but a storm speedily justi¬ 
fied the fears they had manifested. Had they delayed much longer, 
they would have been in great danger, aud not improbably might have 
shared the fate of the frigate, which forthwith sank.” 

Such was the fate of the gallant frigate. Her crew and officers, I 
regret to say, were subsequently captured by the Allies, and treated as 
prisoners of war. 


KAKISAKI. 

T HE village opposite to Simoda, is called by this name, 
tho literal meaning of which is Oyster point. It is a 
good mile from the town of Simoda, and it is here that is 
situate the temple in which Mr. Harris, the first American 
minister to Japan, resided; although it is always spoken of by 
foreigners as Simoda. It is extremely picturesque, turn which 
way you will; and except the little patch on which the village 
abuts on the shore, there is not a level piece of ground near 
it large enough for a croquet lawn. Although, nowadays, foreig¬ 
ners but rarely visit it, wo oould not help remarking a kind of 
pleasure in the expression with which we were welcomed as 
we passed through the village; as if the natives, all of 
whom were of the humbler classes, remembered the days 
when Mr. Harris and his friend and interpreter, the ill-fated 
Mr. Heuakin, dwelt among them. The priest at the temple 
brought out a “ Daguerreotype ” portrait of himself, done by 
a Russian officer. He was very little altered from what he 
was at the time it was taken. 

It was well for foreign intercourse with Japan, that such a man 
as Mr. Harris was here at the time when the French and English 
successes in China provided a powerful argument for opening 
»hi« country quietly, without being forced to do it; as he repre¬ 
sented the Tyooon would be, by the same means as had been 
adopted at Pekin. Had he been content to rest where he was, 
inertly, without attempting to shew the Japaneee their danger, 
we might never have got further than he had already done. But 
he saw the advantages of opening Japan to oommerce, and 
the necessity of obtaining another and a better port for carry- 
i ng on that oommerce than Simoda. At this port it would 
have been simply impossible to have made any valuable 
trade. It is, as we have said, on an inhospitable harbour, 
and the background of hills so hems it in, as to offer every 
obstruction to an inland business ; besides being nearly at the 
extr emity of a long spur or promontory which cuts it off more 
effectually from the intenor. 
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THE PAR EA8T. 


JUNK UNDER REPAIR, SIMODA. 

S INCE the great convulsion that wrought such damage to 
the town of 8imoda, as well as to the Russian Frigate, 
a breakwater has been built as described in our last number. 
This leaves but a narrow strip of water between it and the 
town, very shallow and with an entrance only large enough 
for junks to penetrate. Of course behind this breakwater the 
water is like a lake; and here is carried on native ship or 
junk building on a considerable scale. The junk under repair 
as pourtrayed on page 4 is bn the inner shore of tho break¬ 
water, and will give our readers a fair idea of the build of 
these craft. They have no ribs like our ships, but tho plank¬ 
ing is very thick and at least three-fold for vessels of this size? 
the inner one being generally laid diagonal^, tho outer and 
the inner longitudinally. The afterpart of tho vessel is used 
as the cabin for officers and crew, and tho cargo is piled un¬ 
der the skeleton roof as seen in the picture, but which is in¬ 
terwoven with a kind of thatch when tho vessel is ladon, to 
protect it as much as possible from the weather and tho sea. 
They are propelled by a huge squaresail, consisting of strips 
of canvas, not quite so wide as our navy canvas, laced toge¬ 
ther so as to allow open slips between the strips. A large 
junk has an enormous strongly built mast, which stands up 
just abaft the cargo roof, and in front of the poop, unsupport¬ 
ed by side ropes of any kind. A single stay from the prow of 
the vessel to the mast head is all she has. The sail is fasten¬ 
ed to a huge yard, and hoisted up in the simplest manner, 
like the lug sail of a man of war’s boat. They generally have 
a small square sail at the bow ; but of late many are begin¬ 
ning to use staysails. At the best these junks are but poor 
eea-going craft; they hug the laud at all times, and on the 
aiightest appearance of bad weather make for the best shelter 
they can find. Beating to windward is almost an impossibili¬ 
ty with them—thus they frequently lie snug for days aud 
sometimes weeks, waiting for the wind to favour them. 


THE NEW THEATRE, YOKOHAMA. 

W HEN professional actors and actresses think of the Far 
East, they are apt to picture it as a kind of Tom Tid¬ 
dler’s ground, in which they have nothing else to do but disport 
themselves “ picking up gold and silver.” If their unlucky 
•tars guide them hither, they are apt to find that the gold is 
wanting, and the silver miserable dross; aud to wish thom- 
eelvea back again in the lands they spring from. But what 
professionals can rarely do—obtain full audiences—Amateurs 
can constantly effect; and whereas we do not call to mind any 
of the few actors and actresses who have come to Japan who 
have made their expenses, we hardly remember an Amateur 
performance that was not well attended. In Hongkong, Shang¬ 
hai and Yokohama, there are amongst the residents a number 
really clever Amateur actors ; and it is not to be wondered at 
that in each place an Amateur Dramatic Corps exists. Until 
reoently, however, neither place had a proper theatre. Now 
Hongkong haa two, Shanghai one, and on the 6th inst. Yoko¬ 
hama saw the doors of a New Temple of the Drama thrown 
open to the public. The performance of the Amateurs we 
notice elsewhere. The building itself is situate very centrally 
on the Main Street, and is commodious and well adapted to its 
purposes. It was built for our Amateur Dramatic Corps by 


kCr. Hegt, who has leased it to them on easy terms, whioh 
should guarantee us a constant succession of these much 
appreciated amusements. 


THE BUTCHERIES, HOMOOO. 

F EW young towns are better off than Yokohama in the 
matter of shambles. Of old the butchers killed their 
beasts on their premises in the settlement; but on repre¬ 
sentations being made to the government of the nuisance 
this was likely to become as the place increased in sixe, 
thoy appropriated a site on the beach at Homooo, between 
Treaty point and Mandarin Bluff, and built fine premises on 
a plan given to them, with large paved yards, pens, stalls, 
and every convenience for keeping and killing cattle; and these 
thoy handod over at a fair rental, to one butcher of each 
nationality—English, American, French, Dutch and Prussian. 
As the best part of a butcher’s business, in this port, is the 
supply of the shipping, it is a great convenience to have their 
establishments on a well sheltered beach, from whence their 
boats can put off at all times, either to meet vessels coming 
up tho harbour, or to send on board the ships at the anchor¬ 
age. The boats, are manned by some 10 to 12s6ndoes; 
who, sculling after the peculiar manner of the Japanese, send 
tho boats along with the speed of a small steamboat; and it 
is sometimes a very exhilarating sight to soe two or more of 
these boats putting off to obtain the custom of an arriving 
ship. The look-out is kept on the hill just above the butcher¬ 
ies ; so that the moment a vessel is seen, bound inwards, off 
the runners go as quickly as possible to present the card of 
the firm they belong to. Up to the present time, Japan has 
been a very bad country for sheep. Not only does she supply 
none herself, but even the finest imported from China degene¬ 
rate very quickly after arrival. Mutton therefore is always 
more or loss scarce and dear. Beef, on the other hand is re¬ 
markably good. It is a marvel to many how the country can 
supply the cattle to answer the foreign demand. None axe 
bred in the neighbourhood of Yokohama; yet the supplisa 
came from somewhere or other during the time we had, in ad¬ 
dition to the ordin ary residents and merchant shipping, near¬ 
ly 6,000 sailors and soldiers, belonging to the English, French, 
Dutch and American services. Since Hiogo and Osaka have 
been opened to us, our importations from thence have been 
regular and very large; and the beef from that quarter is of the 
best quality procurable. As the Japanese are not flesh eaters, 
nor consumers of milk or butter or cheese, the wonder is that 
they tave so many cattle, throughout the whole country, as 
we require. They are now fast losing their prejudioe against 
animal food, and before this generation has passed away, w% 
shall see them, at least in and near all the open ports, as 
valiant beef-eaters as ourselves. And so the ball keeps rolling. 


Jqiod. 


A N explosion of a somewhat alarm in g character took place within the 
castle grounds in Yedo, on the 30th ultimo. A huOdingwhioh 
under the old regime, had been used as a treasure godown, had beenknt 
for the purpose of filling the cases of rockets, sheila, Ac., with the 
b* vc material ; and four men were kept constantly at the work. the 
place therefore there were a number of cases of powder, beside* many of 
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the projectiles ja§t filled. It is supposed that one of these was accidentally 
dropped, and was fired by the percussion. It may however have been 
that, after the careless fashion of the Japanese workmen, one of them lit 
his pipe carelessly, and a spark was communicated to the powder. At 
all events, a loud explosion was heard all over Yedo, followed by a num¬ 
ber of isolated reports, each like a distant volley. At first it was thought 
that an attack had been made on the castle : and the Mikado himself, 
whose quarters were at no great distance from the spot, hat! his horse 
Drought round, and moved to a palace nearly a mile from his usual re¬ 
sidence. It turned out to be what we have stated The roof of the 
building waa blown off, and two men who were inside were blown to 
atoms. The other two were outside, and although one was somewhat 
injured, the other escapod scot-free. It was thought that the officers 
who lent the godown for so dangerous a purpose, would be punished, 
but we have not heard whether t hey were so. 


T HE Japanese officials of Yokohama have erected some of the lamp¬ 
posts, imported for the foreign settlement, in the native town. A 
rebuke to foreigners for not undertaking to supply the means of lighting. 


H B. the Belgian Minister, M. t’Kint de Roedcnbeck had an au¬ 
dience of Hia Majesty the Mikado on the 1st inst 


O N the 2nd inst., a Conoert was given at the Club Germania, in aid of 
funds for Germans wounded in the war. It was fully attended, 
and the performance was excellent. A choir, consisting of men from the 
North German Ships Uertka and Medela now in harbour, sang three 
quartetts with great effect, particularly one with which the concert 
opened “ Die Wacht em Rhein.” Messrs. Ohl and Jaudon also contri¬ 
buted vastly to the pleasure of the audience by singing both soloes and a 
duett—the former giving a tenor song, with violin obligato by Kalli- 
wuda, which was extremely beautiful. But the greatest enthusiasm was 
created by Mr. Richard Lindau, who being encored in a song composed 
and sung by himself, substituted a German patriotic song for it. This 
roused his countrymen to the highest pitch, and nothing would satisfy 
them antil he sang them yet a third and they seemed inclined even to 


call upon him again ; such is the power of national uinstrelsy. The in¬ 
strumental music was oanfined to the Pianoforte, but gave the most 
genuine satisfaction. The Concerts at the German Club are always de¬ 
lightful : and this was well worthy of the performers, and the cause for 
which it was given. 


/~\NE of the excitements of the fortnight has been an action brought by 
^ one of the legal luminaries of onr Little Peddlington, against Mr. 
W. G. Howell, the Editor of the Japan Mail. An article had appeared 
in the issue of that paper of the 3rd inst, entitled 44 Lawyer's fee* in Yo¬ 
kohama —not only animadverting on the excessive charges made, but 
the inferior quality of the article supplied, by the representatives of the 
41 Devil's own” in this settlement Mr. Ross Johnson, conceiving that 
the remarks were pointed at him, as he declares that he is “ the only 
barrister practising in Yokohama,” brought an action against Mr. Howell, 
who in defence declared that in writing the article he had not thought 
of Mr. Ross Johnson, and further that that gentleman was not the only 
barrister here. Mr. Ross Johnson allowed himself an unusual amount 
of license, even for Yokohama, in his address to the Court, and marie 
observations, evidently intended to allude to the Editors of our contem¬ 
poraries the Japan Tlerald and the Japan Mail, which confirmed the 
public in their already f reely pronounced opinion as to the school in 
which he matriculated, and the vocabulary from whence he draws hia 
language : and Mr. Howell in his undisguised plain spoken ness, told Mr. 
Ross Johnson that he was a disgrace to his gown. However the Court 
gave its decision in favour of the editor, and against the barrister, much 
to the satisfaction of all who had witnessed the demeanour of the Utter 
in the conduct of the case. 

Since the decision was made public, Mr. Howell has received a letter 
from Mr. Marks, another of our lawyers, calling for an apology of such a 
character as shall satisfy him, for the remarks in the article, which he 
deems applied to him. By order of the editor, the business manager of 
the newspaper, Mr. Prince, ack lowledgcd receipt of Mr. Marks' letim; 
stating that no further notice wo 11 be taken of it The editor, bower*-, 
had the letter and the reply inserted in the 4 Daily Advertiser as he 
said, in order that Mr. Marks should not be able to fight ahy of going om 
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with his proceedings, a* he had done on a previous occasion. We have 
not heard whether Hr. Marks is patting his threat in execution, bat oar 
l ea ders will see that it is a “ very pretty quarrel as it stands.” 

T HE Amateur Dramatic Corps h_is opened the season and the new 
Theatre with a first rate performance of the Burlesque u Aladdin, 
or the wonderful Scamp ” and the farce *' Little Toddlekins.” The boose 
which has been specially built for and leased to them on very favourable 
terms, is thoroughly commodious for its purposes, and its aooustic quali¬ 
ties are good. The stage is sufficiently large for anything likely to be 
p r e s e nted by the corps, and the scenery and properties arc abundant and 
excellent in quality. The Amateurs themselves arc mostly our old 
friends of whom we have had so frequently to speak favourably ; — and the 
spirit and success of their opening night augurs well for the’** retention 
of the hold they already have of the public approval. Wc cannot under¬ 
take in this little sheet to give a detailed account of the jwrformances. 
But we ipay state generally that the acting was good in both pieces, and 
that the additions to the “lady ” strength of the corps are ?.uch as will 
be valuable. In “ Little Toddlekins,” the part of Miss Babicombe and 
Ajnautha were exceedingly well taken, ami the •* make up ” in both ca^s 
batter than the average. In the burlesque, Miss Burgess, was lovely as 
ever, but we regret to hear that there is a probability of her being lost 
to the oorpe crc long. The other old favourites, Mrs. Bantam, Miss 
Coventry, Messrs. Newcome, Keith, Brani, Warrington and Fredericks 
were in full force ; besides two or three* new members, likely to be use¬ 
ful, and earn the applause of the public in their turn, The costumes, not 
all correct, were Bupcrb in all those characters that require such splen¬ 
dour—and the others were, if less pretentious, at least effective. No ex¬ 
pense, wnd no effort had licen spared by all concerned ; anil thus the re¬ 
sult was well earned. The Baud of H. M. 1st Butt. 10th Regiment play¬ 
ed during the intervals ; but the music incidental to the Bi» r lcsque was 
accompanied on a good Collard & Collar! piano, in a manner superior to 
anything of the kind wc Lavc lieeu used to at these performances. At 
the conclusion of the burlesque, all present declared that they had spent a 
most delightful evening. 

A RI8UOAWA Mia, Minister of war, recently paid a visit to Yokohama; 

and tnok the opportunity of going everywhere and seeing every¬ 
thing he could. He even visited the Butcheries at Homoco ; and dined 
quite privately at the International Hotel. 


oars made an effort to reach the shore, which they succeeded in doing. 
The body of J. Walsh, was found the next day—-but up to this time 
neither that of Commander Brooks or Mr. Bowles has been reoovmwL 
Commander Brooks had seen a great deal of service in Chin a and Japan, 
and was universally beloved by his officers and crew. He was a stout 
swimmer, ami is said to have a medal from the Royal Humane Society 
for saving life. 

CHURCH MEETING. 

A Meeting of British residents convened by H. B. M’s. 
Acting Consul, Mr. Robertson, for the pmpose of considering 
the proposed extension of the English Episcopal Church, 
was held in the British Consulate, on Tuesday morning at 
11 o’clock. 

Mr. Robertson took the chair ; and having stated the object 
of the meeting, called ou the Rev. Mr. Bailey, to give such 
information as was requisite. 

The Rev. M. B. Bailey stated that it was proposed, in 
accordance with plans produced, to obtain increased church 
accominodati in by means of a side aisle ; which in addition to 
lOu new sittings would provide room for the new organ and 
a vestry. 

The Chairman read the specification as sent in by Mr. 
Bridgens, by which the work was to be done for $2,165 
within 70 fair days. 

Mr. Shand said that he had a earn of money placed in 
his hands by a gentleman for investment, which he would be 
happy to let the Church Trustees have at once, on terms to 
be agreed upon. Another plan had been suggested by Sii 
Harry Parkes, which was, that ten members of the community 
should lend $200 each at a nominal rate of interest ; and Rh 
Excellency had offered to be one of the lenders to that extent. 

Mr. W. H. Smith proposed 

« That on the statement of the Trustees, iucreased churoh accommoda¬ 
tion be provided.” 

Mr. Marshall seconded ; and the motion was carried 


F KEIGNERH have yet to take care of themselves, when out for 
exercise. On 8unday evening, the 3rd inst., Mr. Schinne, a Prussian 
gentleman was returning from a ride on the Tokaido, when a Japanese 
rushed forward and made a thrust at him with a sword. Fortunately 
his thick winter garments prevented any injury, and on Mr. Schinne 
turning his horse’s head to the fellow, he made off as fast as he could. 
It was too dark to follow the would-be assassin with any chance of find¬ 
ing him ; and besides Mr. Schinne being totally unarmed it would have 
been madness to have sought further danger. He therefore rode into 
the settlement without delay, and reported the circumstance to the 
Forth German authorities. There is not the slightest chance of the cul¬ 
prit being caught 

A N accident which caused a great deal of regret throughout the settle 
ment, happened on the 7th inst, in the upsetting of a boat ; by 
which Commander Brooks of H. M. 8. Ringdove, Paymaster Bowles of 
li. M. B. Manila and J. Walsh, a seaman, lost their lives. The two for¬ 
mer were bound to the Kanagawa side, on a shooting excursion, and 
took the gig with four men. They were sailing swiftly, but when about 
two miles from the shore, a sudden squall took the boat and upset her. 
By the advicse of Commander Brooks, all clung on to the boat ; but 
from the roughness of the sea, they did so with great difficulty. Com¬ 
mander Brooks was washed off three times, but by the help of the 
others he managed to regain it. At length, however, weighed down by his 
heavy clothes and benumbed by the cold, he sank to rise no more. The 
seaman, Walsh, shortly followed him, and then Mr. Bowles. The remain¬ 
ing three, believing it to be their only chance, then with the aid of the 


unanimously. 

Mr. McVean, being called upon by the chairman at the 
request of Mr. Bailey, to state his opinion respecting the 
condition of the present building, said that he had looked over 
it with Mr. Bridgens, and found it perfectly sound ; and that 
the proposed addition would augment its stability. 

Mr. W. H. Smith doubted whether all that was in the 
specification could be done for the money. He thought that 
a railing estimated a $280 had better be dispensed with as 
yet; and proposed 

“ That $2,000 bo raised, to be applied to the Churoh improvamsnt) 
such sum to bear interest at the rate of 12 per cent. The title desds 
of the church to be handed to Mr. Shand as security. 

Mr. Shand thought the proper way would be to make the 
repayment of tho loan extend over Bay four years, and be a 
first charge on the pew rente. 

Mr. Mollison seconded Mr. Smith’s proposition which w* 
passed rum. con. ; but it was understood that as to the securt- 
tyVand terms of loan, the Trustees had better not be bow* 
but should be authorised to make the best conditions WJ 


with 

There being no ftirther business before the meeting, ™ 
vote of thanks to the chairman, it disp ersed. 

Via ted and yvbliihed for the proprietor, by JAMES 

... 4 L — ..f.n.nfii.rwr ' 1 D tit's. No. 87, Mm* 
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[Vol. I, No. XV. YOKOHAMA, THURSDAY, JANUARY 5th, 1871. [Single Copy $1.00] 



" EACE on earth, good will towards men. The soa- 
son brings with it the old message—but where is 
the fact ? The world to day can hardly hear of 
peace. There is an uneasiness pervading both east 
** and west that seems to havo no possibility of re¬ 
moval except by conflict. Franco and Prussia alroady count 
thoir slain by myriads, yet they know not how to stop ; and 
Russia not appalled by the terrible character of modern war¬ 
fare as carried on with arms she has not yet tried in the field, 
thirsts to render hecatombs of her own and other nations' 
children to destruction. Even in America, whoso heart wo 
thoroughly believe to be sound, there continues to bo unwholo- 
flomo rumblings which show that some turbulent spirits would 
be glad to see the old and deep-seated animosity they bear to 
England blossom in war. 


It is a gloomy picture for this cheery time of the year, and 
has taken tho zest off of many a Christmas gathering. From 
the very moment that war was declared between Franco and 
IVussia, the baneful effects woro felt throughout tho whole 


world in tho disturbance of commerce ; and if tho demon 
spreads, and England is by any moans drawn in, none can 
foresee tho extent of the calamity. Yet, corn© what may, 
every Englishman must be gratified by the firm and decisive 
position taken by his government ; and we must hope that 
should the din of war ro6ound from arsenals as yet silent, the 
penalty will bo paid by those who provoke it. 

But tho infection appears to spread to tho East. China 
fancies herself in full condition to challenge the power of her 
old conquerors ; and Japan is said to have an itching to show 
to the Coreans the rapid stride sho has mado in tho fight¬ 
ing trade. As usual, we suppose, China thinks her generals 
and other officers can learn as much as they want to know, 
and obtain all tho oxporionco they roquire, in their own celes¬ 
tial land. The Japanese on tho other hand, are faithful to 
their character ; and, acknowledging their inexperience, send 
officer after officer to the seat of war in France, to observe 
tho tactics of the belligerents, and obtain lessons, to be applied, 
no doubt, on tho earliest opportunity, either in Jupon itself 
or wherever a foe con be found to fight them. 



The Eastern Bluff, Yokohama. 
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Homooo Bzach. 


In the fact that several officers have been despatched to 
Europe to watch the military proceedings of the French and 
Prussians, some amongst us find an argument in favour of an 
early outbreak of hostilities against the Mikado’s government. 
It is thought that as the old Daimios have but nominally 
made over their troops and territories to the Mikado, but 
each keeps the power over his old retainers by equipping, 
feeding and paying them, nothing will be oasier at any mo¬ 
ment, than to haul down the Imperial flag, and replace it by 
the standard of the clan, and that there are intrigues among 
the princes to this end. 

Supposing the spirit of hostility to the government to exist 
—and to some extent it most assuredly does—and supposing 
that a coalition were entered into by the men who are opposed 
to the new rlgime y it cannot be denied that the clansmen would 
be as obedient to their old masters as ever they were. There 
is not a ship displaying the Mikado’s ensign, nor a troop or 
regiment following the Imperial colours, but at the merest 
hint from the chief to whom they of old belonged, would not 
replace it by the banners they were bora under. But can it 
be that there is a probability of such a misfortune ? Japan¬ 
ese nobles have had a great chango forced upon them. They 
have lost their old chief—the Siogun ; their old government; 
their old titles ; and their old state and consequence. But 
any candid reasoner must see that by those very loasos thoy 
are in a much better condition than of yore. They have no 
longer that compulsory residence in Yedo during a large por¬ 
tion of tho year that they were subjected to ; and their duties 


and responsibilities are no heavier, whilst they fulfil them 
under a measure of enlightenment to which they were former¬ 
ly strangers. 

There are many among the old Daimios, who would lik® 
still to travel with a regiment of retainers all of whom are 
ready to die at their merest word. But the expense of such 
progresses is now saved, and their men are none the lees do- 
voted to them. A great struggle has been made in the Japan¬ 
ese Parliament, to do away with the clan system as regards 
the army and navy ; but for some inscrutable reason, the op¬ 
position has been so great, that virtually it remains in fuH 
force. Tokio is protected nominally by troops of the Mikado* 
in reality by the soldiers of Prince Kanga and another. 
A short time since Prince Tosa brought upwards of 1,000 men 
to the city, and no one oould say him nay. Satauma, of 
course, can, and most likely does, move his men about as ha 
likes. A large number of the chiefs are drilling their mem 
on a foreign system—some choosing Prussian, some French 
and some English instructors. Each arms, dresses and feeds 
his men as ho likos; and in this separate and individual actio n, 
there may always bo a menace to the State. But it is no * 
necessarily so; and although there are not wanting, and ea- 
pecially in Yedo, men who predict trouble and hard fighting 
before throe months are over—we have no apprehensions o 
anything of the kind. 

True, children who hare new toys like to pley with them; 
and those nobles who have foreign drilled, beef-f ® P *» 

may havo an itching to soe them under fire j hut it is wy 
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jolikely that their wish will be gratified. Officers may go to 
gorope to see the great doings there. Surely when they 
tome hack they will tell their masters something of the hor- 
fors of civiUud warfare, as well as of the splendours of suooees; 
honors that, attend the victor to nearly as great an extent as 
the vanquished. 

Peace on earth! The events of the few months that have 
elapsed since the declaration of war between France and 
Prussia, hare done muoh to weaken national friendship in 
several quarters. Even now, as we think over the war that 
I*.* oooupied the world* 8 attention so long, and imagine that 
a climax may hare been reached which has put a stop to 
belligerency between the two oombatants, we fear lest it may 
not be followed by civil disturbance in Pranoe, whioh whilst 
it lasts may do as much evil as the Prussian armies. Sinoere- 
ly do we hope that evil may he averted. And no leas do we 
desire tranquility for Jap&n. 

At present all seems going well; and there is no reason 
why it should not continue to do so. The next ten years 
ought to see an enormous stride in the oountry, if only peace, 
internal and external, can be preserved. Our readers will be 
surprised to hear that in Yedo not less than 5,000 students 
are learning the English language, in Government and other 
native schools, besides those who study it privately. Already, 
in positions of high trust and responsibility, those men are 
selected who shew advanced acquaintance with the outer 
world ; and it g? as thoroughly understood now, on all sides, 
that the * is in a state of pupilage, as before it was 
believed be too perfect for improvement. 

A -nis season, so joyous to foreigners, and so closely con¬ 
nected with the best interests of mankind, we desire to see 
no warfare waged here except against prejudice and ignorance. 
These two giants removed, the Japanese will be in a position 
to step side by side with foreigners not only in the groat 
march of civilisation, but in the army of the Prince of Peace. 
That will be a happy day for Japan ; but until it comes, 
they will do well to do their part to cultivate not the evils of 
war and discord, but the blessings of peace on earth and 
goodwill among men. 


JttoBtnrfions. 

KANAGAWA. 

I T is now eleven years and a half ainoe the treaties of Mr. 

Harris the United States Minister, Lord Elgin, H. B. M. 
representative, and Baron Gros on behalf of France, bore fruit 
in the opening of Kanagawa. Previously to that, the Dutch 
and Chinese had, for a period extending over two centuries, 
exercised a very limited though at one time a highly remune¬ 
rative privilege of trade at Nagasaki; and in 1857 Simoda 
and Hakodadi were opened by treaty to the Dutch. Simoda 
by Commodore Perry’s treaty of 1854, been already ap¬ 
propriated as a residence for an American Consul; and here 
Mr. Harris as Consul General, resided patiently for throe 
years, before he saw and seized the opportunity of making a 
better arrangement, and set on foot those efforts which re¬ 
sulted in securing for America the first commercial treaty with 
Japan. His success paved the way for subsequent foreign 
diplomatists ; and on the 1st July 1859, the American and 


English Ministers lan ded formally and officially at a port ail 
prepared for foreign trade—but bear ing the name of Yokoha¬ 
ma, instead of that named in the Treaties, Kanagawa. It had 
been a mere isolated fishing village of most meagre preten¬ 
sions_b uilt on a small patch of hard ground bounded on one 

side by the sea, at the back by a swamp, and on either side 
by the creek-like embouchures of a modest stream that flows 
down from the hills at a distance of some ten miles inland. 
A canal had been cut through the swamp at the back, uniting 
these two streams, and thus the place was a low island, evi¬ 
dently intended to enclose foreigners, as the Dutch had been 
hemmed in at Decima, Nagasaki. 

Messrs. Aloook and Harris, although they saw the great 
expense the government had been to in preparing this place 
for foreigners, at once protested against its being accepted 
as a fulfilment of the treaties. It was a good three miles 
from Kanagawa, to which it was united by a viaduct that 
had been made over a swamp about a mil e in length, with 
bridges over two rivers, one of which was of considerable 
breadth. Kanagawa w^s looked upon by the American and 
British Ministers as the port of Yedo ; and as the Tokaido, 
the high road that runs from Yedo to Osak a and Kioto, ran 
through it, they deemed it of the first im portance to keep to 
the letter of treaties, and obtain a locati on for their nationali¬ 
ties at Kanagawa itself. The Japanese declared that they 
literally fulfilled the treaty, as the whole district was Kana¬ 
gawa ; and an immense Amount of di plomacy was expended 
on both aides—on the part of the Japanese to keep us to 
Yokohama, and on the part of the forei gn representatives to 
secure Kanagawa—until at length, when the Japanese gave 
way, and appropriated land at Kanagawa where foreigners 
might locate themselves, the merchants had so settled to the 
collar in Yokohama, that not one of them would leave it 
The Consuls were established at Kanagawa, but merchants 
did not follow them; and it was soon e vident that whatever 
may have been the idea under which the Japaneee selected 
Yokohama, it was a most excellent choice, as it has a deep and 
thoroughly good anchorage; whilst the wa ter is so shallow at 
Kanagawa, that no laden fore ign ship could get within two 
or three miles of it, at the least. 

Kanagawa then soon ceased to be the residence of any 
foreigners, but continued as it had been for generations a long 
town built on the sea shore, with one single road, the 
Tokaido, running through it; and almost every other house 
a large hotel for the reception qf the Ion g trains of princes^ 
or others travelling to and from Yedo. It lies exactly 
opposite to Yokohama, the two occupying the sides of a bay^ 
the apex of which is bounde d by the viaduct beforementioned. 

The amount of business done in Kanagawa formerly, must 
have been considerable, judging by the size of many of the 
waterside godowns and the shops. The traffic through it 
was prodigious ; and as it is just a day’s stage from Yedo, 
almost all prinoes with retinues made it their first night’s rest¬ 
ing-place on leaving Yedo, their last on approaching the capi¬ 
tal. Since the daimios have been more free, and their resid¬ 
ence in Yedo for six months in every year has not been en¬ 
forced, a great falling off has taken place in this class of traf¬ 
fic ; and the decrease has been still greater since the few 
nobles who do pass backwards and forwards, travel with only 
a limited number of attendants in place of the largo armed 
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bands that used to accompany them. 8till the traffic is very 
large ; and although Yokohama has taken much of its old 
trade, the old town profits by the great number of persons 
always passing between Yokohama and Yedo. 

The fact of Kanagawa being the first real trading port 
actually opened to foreigners, will always preserve for it a 
certain interest; especially as to this day in official documents 
its name is preserved—the Japanese government offices in 
Yo koh a m a being always mentioned as appertaining to Ka- 
Bagawa. 

In itself there is nothing attractive about the place. At 
this time the works connected with the railway between Yedo 
and Yokohama are being pushed on vigorously, and the hills 
at the back are being cut away bodily to make the causeway 
between K a n agawa and Yokohama, for the trains to pass 
over. 

THE MASONIC HALL, YOKOHAMA. 

8 a large quantity of space is in this issue devoted to an ac¬ 
count of the Masonic banquet on St. John’s day, we give 
a photograph of the Masonic Hall. It is the only building that 
we are acquainted with in Japan % that is built solidly of atone, 
instead of, as most are, a framework with a mere outward 
■hell of stone. It has withstood all the severe shocks of 
earthquake experienced in 1870, without a crack of any kind, 
either in external stone or interior plaster. Mr. Whitfield, 
of the firm of Whitfield and Dowson, Civil Engineers and 
Architects, designed it; and his opinion that well built houses 
may be constructed of stone, to resist earthquakes as effectually 
as the ordinary wooden framed houses, seems thus confirmed. 

THE EASTERN BLUFF. 

NLY three years ago the bluff land bounding Yokohama 
was for the most part wild, with only here and there 
a patch of cultivation. Very early after the residence or 
foreigners here was an accomplished fact, there was a disposi¬ 
tion on the part of the Japanese government to appropriate 
it to the use of foreigners on very easy terms ; but somehow 
the two parties did not quite agree; so nothing was done, 
■nd it was not until 1867 that the first land sale took plaoe. 
Since then houses have been built by foreigners, and the 
ground has been covered with a rapidity, and to an extent, 
that is surprising. The view on page 1 of our present issue, 
is taken from a lot appropriated for a British Naval Hospital, 
«nd shews some of the private residences, and fhr away, the 
general’s quarters on the Bluff, and at its foot the P. M. 8. 8. 
Company’s premises and wharf; Yokohama itself being hid¬ 
den by the point. The shipping in the harbour and the 
Kanagawa shore are faintly seen in tho distance. 

HOMOCO BEACH. 

~I~N these days of Rifle matches and volunteering, a place of 
J- any pretentions without a rifle range—good, bad or in¬ 
different, would be all behind tho times. We have already 
giren, in one of our former numbers, a view of the rifle-range 
— but before the government made us a present of that, the 
spot depicted on page 2 was used by our riflemen for practice 
and for competition. A space markod on the white cliff was the 
target, and the range was from just the other side of the boat 


that forms the foreground of the picture. The headland forms 
on the other side the extremity of Mississippi Bay; and of old 
there was a guard house, from whence could be seen every 
v essel that entered the gulf of Yedo. Of what use it was is very 
problematical, but it was beautifully placed, and had undu¬ 
lating ground about it that would have formed a fine site for 
a gentleman's residence. 


THE RUINED GUARD HOUSE. 



ST. JOHN’S DAY. 


The great Masonic festival was celebrated on the 27th nit,, 
by the fraternity in Yokohama assembling in the Yokoham* 
Lodge, at the Masonic Hall, at 6 p.m, to hear an address on the 
nature and objects of Masonry, Comparatively few of the 
brethren knew that such an address was to be given, bnt imagined 
that the opening of the Lodge was simply for the purpose of 
joining formally in the gathering, preparatory to the banquet 
which was announced for 8 o'clock, in the International Hotel- 
Many, there fore, went to the Hotel direct, and missed a very 
excellent and interesting lecture. However the Lodge was 
quite full, and the brother who delivered the address had a 
good and attentive audience. 

An adjournment from the Masonic Hall to the Interna¬ 
tional Hotel followed, and at the latter place, at 41 8 o’clock 
sharp,” nearly 80 brethren sat down to a most excellent dinner* 
It is no small praise to Brothers Curtis and Whym&rk, the 
proprietors of the ho tel, to say that for this large number, the 
preparations were perfect. There was neither crowding of the 
guests at the tables, nor of the servants in waiting. The 
attendance was good, and the dishes, from first to last, were 
served hot, and with all the accompaniments. The president 
was the W. M. of the Yokohama Lodge, as the senior of 
the two local Lodges—Brother Rains. But with excellent 
taste and good feeling, at his side sat Brother Mitchell, the 
W. M. of the Otentosaraa Lodge, and they divided the proposal 
of toasts that fall to the W. M. between them. The usual 
Masonic toasts were given, and responded to with fervour; 
and after each, the Band of H. M. 1/I0th Regt., which had 
performed during the dinner, played short and appropriate 
strains. Many of the toasts were followed additionally by vocal 
music; in which Brothers Vemede, Crane, Farniss, Dowson, 
Drummond-Hay, R. Brown and Black took part 

The Worshipful Masters, Brothers Rains and Mitchell, were 
exceedingly judicious in the manner in which they proposed 
the numerous toasts falling to them, expressing themselves 
tersely and to the point, and each returning thanks for his 
health being drank, in a few pithy bnt well chosen sentences- 
Brother Rothmund in returning thanks for the officers of 
the Otentosama Lodge, remarked on the gratifying aspect 
presented by this banquet, at which there were certainly more 
than a tenth part of the community, and yet there were vwy 
many brothers who had not been able to attend. Most of 
the speeches alluded to the pleasant manner in which the local 
Lodges worked together—several brethren belonging to both ; 
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From Tint Rulnrd Guard House, overlooking Homooo. 


sod the members of each being frequent and welcome visitors 
to the other. And in proposing the Grand Lodges working 
under other constitutions than the English, Brother Mitchell 
waked the numerous representatives of such Lodges present, 
to convey to their parent Grand Lodges, the assurance that 
the brethren of all were ever welcome at the Yokohama Lodges. 

To the toast of “ The Ladies/' Mr. Drummond-Hay replied 
most felicitously; remarking that whilst ladies felt grateful 
to Masons for the affection accorded to them, there were two 
things they could not well understand—the one, the per¬ 
tinacity with which every Mason keeps the Masonic Secret; 
and the other, the extraordinary fashion of wearing an apron. 
As fashions change, there might be a hope of seeing the 
adoption of ladies* attire on a more extensive scale, and pro¬ 
bably at no distant day, the brethren of the myBtic tye 
might come to be distinguished by their Grecian Bend and 
Chignon!! But the most interesting speech of the evening 
was that made by Brother Jaqnemot, in returning thanks 
for “ The visiting Brethren.’* He related an incident that 
came under his notice when he was a very young Mason, 
22 years ago. At that time, war was working its cruel way 
in Germany—Germans against Germans—but, as ever, involv¬ 
ing othere. A young Swiss had managed to beome embroiled, 
and was taken prisoner. He was cast for death. He was a 
freemason, and interest was made by his Lodge to save hi* 
life. The Grand Master of the district was appealed to, and 
he knew of no other way of aiding the object than through 
the Masonic tye. He could not appeal to the general, as such, 


or his officers—for the man had been legally adjadged to dieL 
He therefore appealed to the Grand Master of the German 
Lodges—who made but an inauspicious reply. The night be¬ 
fore the execution was to take place, the captive observed, 
much to his surprise, that the guard was not so close as usual, 
and the idea occurred to him to make an attempt to escape. 
He succeeded. A few months ago, in returning to Japan from 
Europe, viA New York, Mr. Jaqnemot met the condemned 
in that city. He told him that he had ascertained that 
the guard had been purposely arranged so as to allow of his 
escape ; and he was now a free citizen as well as a freemason 
in the United States, indebted for his life and freedom to the 
fraternal impulses of—William 4th, the present King of Prussia. 

When the toasts and masical arrangements of the programme, 
were ended, “ promiscuous harmony " as the W. M Brother 
Rains happily termed it, commenced. Then came the two 
songs of the evenng—one by Brother Jaquemot; and more 
especially one by Brother Allard who sang “ L*6clair" with 
a sweetness and expression rarely heard among amateurs. Bra. 
CrowningBhield being called upon, played some Minstrel Melo¬ 
dies very tastefully on the guitar; and Brother Ebert played on 
the Pianoforte an excellent selection of melodies from 3pohr, 
and this was followed by a recitation by Brother Schmid from 
Byron. We have never attended a public banquet, at which 
were no professional musicians, where so much that was good 
in the way of music was presented; and where temperance and 
thorough enjoyment went so strictly hand in hand. From 
first to last the spirit never flagged, and when the brethren 
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SThr gfituid. 

IT1HE loan contracted for the government by Mr. Lay in the London 
-S- Stock Exchange, has been returned, and arrangements are being 
to borrow a much larger sum, which there is no doubt of their be¬ 
ing able to do, on much more favourable terms. 

A CONCERT made under the patronage of Madame On trey and Ad¬ 
miral Dupr4 is to take place at the Gaiety Theatre on the 5th inst^ 
for the benefit of French wounded in the war. Several ladies have con¬ 
sented to join in the programme. 

B Y the last American mail, Mr. Ito, one of the Japanese Min sters of 
Finance, left for America and Europe, on business connected with 
bis department. Several merchants accompany him, at the Government 


O RDERS have been received by Mr. Morel to push on the railway 
works with all despatch. 


H B. M’s Secretary., Mr. Adams, is on a visit to one of the Sonthem 
Princes. We believe to Ooajlma—Date, one of the most able 
and practical of the Mikado’s ministers. 

P OR the past month 8mall-pox has been raging among os to an extent 
never before known. In Japanese town, in all the outlying sub¬ 
urbs, in Yedo, in the country villages, it is equally prevalent ; and the 
foreign hospitals, civil and military, have all been full of patients. There 
are 32 patients in tbe civil hospitals, exclusive of the others : and al¬ 
though the per oentage of mortality has not been so great as in former 
years, it has been considerable. There has been a perfect rush for vac¬ 
cination ; and in the English Barracks, every man, woman and child was 
subjected to this preventive operation. 


T HE Paper Hunt season hss fairly commenced, and some good runs 
have taken place. Some of the more active sportsmen have turned 
out regular M blasers” in red coats and the et caterat ; to the wonder of 
the plain folk, though no doubt immensely to the admiration of them- 

ssivea. 


T)IG8—by the prophet, pigs I The Japanese have had a pig fever. It 
came like an epidemic—quietly and without warning. The vic¬ 
tims paid unheard of prices for all the curly tailed pigs they could buy ; 
met an immense number of foreigners on the “lay ” of ordering wonder¬ 
ful quantities of pigs from all quarters of the globe ; and when the 
orders were goDe, the fever subsided. Pigs will arrive by hundreds— 
and the Japanese, if they purchase at all, will have them at their own 
price. The report is that they are going to feed their troops on flesh ; 
mod to begin with Pork. We wonder whether +hey have thought of 
planting orchards of apples for sauoe. 

fll HE Japanese report that the Mikado is very uneasy in Yedo, and 
pines for the retirement of Kioto, whither there is a probability of 

bis return ere long. 


Dal sell confers on the community. 

A N extensive fire broke on the morning of Tuesday the 3rd instant 
at about hal f past four o’clock A.M., in a tea-hose in Ootamachb 
and was not extinguished until 126 houses had been destroyed. Of them 
81 in Benten-dori and 25 in Ootamacbi, belonged to the better of 
merchants and shop-keepers, and 70 were smaller houses situate in the 
back streets. By nine o’clock the same morning, the ground on whioh 
many houses destroyed bad stood were boarded in, and little ahantim 
run up for the owners and their families to find shelter in. Theuxaet 
origin of the fire we have not learnt 


T HE schooner Succets, Captain Kirby, arrived on Monday from KoW, 
having made one of the quickest passages on record, 42 hours from 
KoW anchora ge to the entrance to the gulf. On Sunday, about 30 miles 
from Und, a Ja panese boat was seen just awash, and though no person 
or signals could be discovered, Captain Kirby lay to, and sent off to er 
amine. 11 turned out to be a fishing boat, which hod sunk to the gun¬ 
wale ; three men on board were drowned—quite dead, but one boy seem¬ 
ed to breathe. Capt Kirby had him taken on board, and efforts woe 
made to restore animation. After much perseverance, the poor lad began 
to recover, and as consciousness returned his surprise was great to find 
where he was. He said he was the son of the owner of the boat, who 
was one of those they must have seen dead. He was brought up to 
Yokohama : and the Japanese authorities communicated with. A good 
deed is its ow n reward. Any master of a ship who saved life qnder suck 
circumstances would be commendable—for there was nothing to lead to 
the sup|>oKition that any living being was on the sunken boat. But when 
a vessel was flying a long—“ making a passage”—and stops on such on 
apparently ho|>clc8S cbanco—the captain stamps himself as a man of 
humanity and feeling beyond the average. Captain Kirby is well known 
among us. This act of his will not diminish his popularity. 

R OCK Island Lighthouse is now completed, and according to promise, 
the lights shoue from its lantern on the 1st instant. We mention¬ 
ed that a distinguished party accompanied Mr. Brunton in the Thai* 
to inaugurate the event. The weather was unfavoura de for the landing 
on the Island ; but it was effected—although they had to be pulled in 
an open boat from Simoda—a distance of six miles. This tittle trip wifi 
give the Japanese Ministers who were of the party, some idea of the na¬ 
ture of the works Mr. Brunton and his staff have to carry out They 
will also be able to take credit to their country for so spiritedly and 
efficiently sapplying this great boon to commerce—in lighting up their 
very dangerous coast, with a number of first rate lights. 

A FIRE broke oat a little after 12 (noon) to-day at No. 60, the re¬ 
sidence of Mr. Thorel. It being quickly discovered and plenty of 
buckets of water being at hand, it was got out before any great damage 
was done—but it was a very narrow escape. __ 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

We have brought this number of the ** IW 
East,” out on the 6th instead of the 1st of the 
month, as we were desirous that our compositors 
should enjoy as muoh of the holidays as possible. 
The next number will be on its own day, the 18th 
inst i and consists of 

VIEWS IN YEDO. 


O F old the time of oor *>ttlen.ent need to be fixed for o. prerj Botox- and bl „ hrd f „ the by JAMES K- ANOLW. 

day by one of the English men-of-war in harbour firing a gun at at the “ Japan Gazette ” fruiting Office, JV#. ® 7 » Mai * 

noon. This baa been for some time discontinued, and of late no two clocks Yokohama, 
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f UAINT and queer as all things appear to be, both 
in China and Japan, when a foreigner first lands 
upon their shores, there is a great deal that is very 
attractive among the people in each. In Australia, 
and we should suppose in California, the Chinese 
are seen to the greatest disadvantage ; for, with the exception 
of a few shopkeepers and merchants, the bulk of them live in 
communities by themselves ; work quietly by themselves, and 
keep themselves very much to themselves. They would hardly 
be heard of were it not that occasionally the jealousy of the 
other diggers or labourers is aroused by them ; and then 
rows take place in which the poor celestials take all the 
blows, but rarely retaliate. In Singapore, they are very dif¬ 
ferent. There a fellow comes smiling into your room to ob¬ 
tain an order for whatever is his specialty, with tho assurance 
and confidence of a full blown Britisher ; and what is more, 


h e claims to be a subject of the Queen, and rejoices in all the 
freedom and privileges thus secured to him In Hongkong, 
he is of a different stamp. As a trader he evidences a very 
keen order of mercantile developement with a great spirit of 
enterprise. Generally good humoured, but too full of occupa- 
tio n to pay much attention to anything or anybody except in 
the way of business. With a language of his own, which he 
calls English, he is off-hand in his habits and expressions to a 
degree very amusing to a new-comer. As a servant too, he 
is an object of curiosity and pleasure from his cleanly appear¬ 
ance, his celerity and natural aptitude for his duties, and the 
callous imperturbability of his demeanour. 

In Shanghai, he is not quite so attractive. There is more 
independence ; more pronounced business habits ; less apti¬ 
tude for accommodating himself to a foreigner’s whims, and of 
course a lees agreeable tout mtemble. 


\ 


L 
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Up the river Yangtze, he becomes a totally different be¬ 
ing. The sight of foreigners is not yet so familiar to him, 
but he stares at them with feelings undeclared by his vacant 
face. Still in each case there is an individuality about the 
commonalty of China that has a fascination of its own for a 
stranger, and which only wears off after a lengthened resid¬ 
ence in the country. 

In Japan, however, such pleasing impressions although 
not engendered readily at first sight, quickly steal upon us as 
we begin to mix with the people. There is such an honest 
knavery in the way in which they will ask you double for 
everything they do for you; such a goodnatured, merry, al¬ 
most patronising way in which they will acquiesce, when they 
see you are not so green as they thought, that anything like 
anger is impossible. It is only when one begins to experience 
the stolidity and the immobility of officials large and small, 
in matters of business; that any ruffling of the tompor is dis¬ 
covered, and a long experience of this has turned men who 
had the reputation of tempers almost angelic, into something 
rather the reverse. 

The people, however, never quite forfeit tho admiration 
thus early felt for them. After travelling in other eastern 
countries, nothing is more refreshing to a foreigner, than to 
be accosted in every direction, with the musical salutation 
“ 0 hai o,” with which tho familiar, kind-hearted and affable 
Japanese gives his “ day.” It is so pleasant to drop 

among a people who can look up at you with a nice frank 
open smile, and a cheerful word, after leaving the salaaming 
Indian and the self-sufficient Chinese. 


Quaint and queer indeed it is to go among a people many 
of whom dress as did the same class in England only a few 
centuries ago. Curious to see them hard at work as if labour 
were but play—laughing, chaffing and singing as they toil. 
Only a day or two after our arrival in Yokohama, we asked 
a master carpenter why his men kept singing ? and he replied 
that if they sung the building was strong and tho work well 
done, and if they did not sing it was not so good. The 
moaning was that if they worked cheerfully they worked well. 
His logic was undeniable—his philosophy worthy of all ad¬ 
miration. On enquiring whether they were singing any tune, 
as we could discover none, he replied “Oh no, they just think 
aloud, chanting any words that come uppermost.” And so 
it seemed as if the people who most move about foreigners 
had no care, and nothing more lighthearted could be found 
under tho sun. Of course when one looked deeper, just as 
much trouble and anxiety were discovered among them as are 
seen anywhere else ; and all the innocence and mirth obser¬ 
vable on the surface, do but cover the skeletons which are pro¬ 
verbially said to haunt every hou. r r6. 

Tho official class and the gentry are much more reserved; 
but they always receive any attention with every token of 
gratification, and often repay it by courtesies equally appre¬ 
ciated by foreigners. 

The first impressions—the quaintness and quoerness, soon 
wear off as we have time to look about us and study the 
people. Then wo see the peculiarities of the native character, 
and are apt to bo surprised with the facility with which thsy 
are. governed, and tho absolute, unquestioning respect they 
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have for authority. Nothing could shew this more strikingly, 
than the calmness that marked all the citizen class whilst the 
princes and their forces were fighting in the late rebellion. 
So long as the Tycoon’s officers were in office they were im¬ 
plicitly obeyed, but the moment the Mikado’s officials assum¬ 
ed charge, obedience was transferred to them. The succes¬ 
sive demands made upon them by the Tycoon were paid so 
long as he had coffers to receive them; but when the Mikado 
called upon them for contributions in tho shape of heavy 
squeezes on all their transactions, thoy did their best to pay 
them. •* Anything for a quiet life” seems to be the motto 
both in China and Japan among all but the fighting class ; 
and it seems strange that people who aro not in the least de¬ 
gree, or in any shape, consulted as to the propriety of peace 
or war, or the expenditure of the public money, should so 
contentedly contribute largely towards the government re¬ 
quirements. 

So long as this state of things lasts, the position of foreign¬ 
ers cannot be altogether satisfactory either in tho Celestial 
Empire or in the land of the Rising Sun. But in the latter 
we think that the good sense of the government and the 
princes may be better relied upon than tho impartiality or 
generosity of the mandarins in the former. The Imperial 
house and the government of China ought to be satisfied with 
the leeson it received in 1862 ; but to this day whatever hos¬ 
tility is shown to foreigners seems to descend from the highest 
sources. Ready agents of mischief are found in the manda¬ 
rins, whose word is law to the people of their district ; and 
thus those who, if left alone, would be quiet and harmless, 
f not friendly, become a swarm of deadly foes. It would be 
ery easy to assimilate our condition here to that of our 
friends in China ; but, happily, there is nothing but friendship 
towards us existing in the mind and in the counsels of the 
Mikado; and we need therefore approhend no evil. 

Under these circumstances, it is very satisfactory to see the 
good opinion entertained of the Japanese in Europe and 
America. We wish that in instituting comparisons between 
China and Japan, wo could see a sky, with as few clouds 
hovering over the former as are apparent over the latter. 
There are a few rather dark ones hanging about Japan,/ but 
we have hopes of their being driven away without bursting. 
Good management and good faith on the part of the Govern¬ 
ment may dispel them ; but in China nothing short of a tem¬ 
pest seems likely to clear the atmosphere. That such a tem¬ 
pest must come sooner or later, is the general opinion. It 
remains to be seen whether the action of the foreign Powers 
on the last outrage, the Tientsin messacre, prove an encour¬ 
agement to them to repeat it, or otherwise. We fear that it 
will be very long befere the foreign question will be settled 
in China. We believe that in Japan it is settled, and that 
between foreigners and Japanese, there exists mutual respect. 


JUusinUions. 


Y EDO, the largest city in the Empire of Japan, and one of 
the most extensive and populous in the world, is less 
than three centuries old. But besides the fact that it is devoid 
of any buildings that date back even so far as that, there is 


this peculiarity about it, that very few of the edifices we meet 
with, from one end of it to the other, can count the ordinary 
span of human life ; the materials of which the whole of them 
are built, from the Imperial palace downwards, being of so 
perishable a character, thal if they escape the devastating fires, 
which are an every day occurrence in the city, they require 
renewal or rebuilding in whole or in part, constantly. 

The city therefore has literally no antiquities. It was foun¬ 
ded by the great Tokugawa prince 1} eyas in the year 1590. 
Up to that time the seat of the Shioguuate from its very es¬ 
tablishment at the close of its 12th century by Yoritomo, had 
been Kamakura: at this day a mere village only thirteen 
milos from Yokohama. Yoritomo was the first great general 
who having won the office of Sei dai Shiogun by his heioio 
bravery, established it as a kind of second sovereignty. From 
his days, tho power of the Ten wo, Mikado or Emperor, was 
limited to what we found it on reopening relations with the 
country. But the government centered in and around the 
Shiogun. From Yoritomo’s time, the office was deemed here¬ 
ditary, but like kingly dignities elsewhere, it has been sub¬ 
ject to vicissitudes which have transferred it from one family 
to another as opportunities for usurpation offered ; until Iyeyas 
arose, and by his brilliant talents, military and legislative, 
succeeded in placing the office in such a position that for near¬ 
ly two hundred and seventy years it remained as the appanage 
of the Tokugawa clan. In 1868 the holder of the office was 
driven from his seat, the title and all its privileges abolished, 
and the government changed to what might be called a 
limited absolutism. The Emperor is nominally absolute; but 
virtually he rules by the Daijokwan—the government! 

Yedo became the seat of government under these circum¬ 
stances:—On tho Tokaido or great main road between Kama¬ 
kura, the then seat of government, and Kioto the metropolis, 
lay, at a distance of only a few miles and close to the sea 
shore, the strong castle of Odawara, one of the fortresses of 
the Hojio clan. In the early days of Kamakura'a knight who 
had turned priest having built the castle of Yedo, did what 
he could to strengthen it and make it a fit habitation for a 
long line of descendants. They had however only held it 
some sixty years, when Hojio of Odawara captured it, and 
it remained for another sixty years as a part of their family 
property ; until T&iko eama, the then ruler at Kamakura, 
though not Shiogun, desirous of punishing Hojio for refusing 
to appeal* at the court of the Mikado when summoned, ordered 
Iyeyas, the powerful Tokugawa chief, to accompany him, 
and aid in subduing the refractory baron. The castles of 
Odawara and Yedo having been taken, and Hojio disposed 
of, Taiko sama bestowed his territories upon Iyeyas. Then 
was it that the Kuanto, or eight provinces surrounding Yedo 
fell to the Tokugawa family, k and Iyeyas took up his resid¬ 
ence at Yedo. Besides the castle there were at that time 
only about 200 houses ; but on the death of Taiko sama, Iyeyas 
assumed the powers held by him, and made himself the vir¬ 
tual ruler of Japan. He was honoured by the Mikado in 
1603 with the title of Sei dai 8hiogun, and it remained in pos¬ 
session of his house for 265 years. He succeeded in tran- 
quilising tho country, which had long been rent with con¬ 
tending factions. And he set himself so thoroughly to secure 
the blessings of peace, within and without, and so successfully, 
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that for two centuries and a half, war on any important scale 
was unknown. His laws for the military class, carefully drawn 
up and rigidly enforced, remained intact until the fall of the 
dynasty in 1868. 

Yedo very quickly rose to importance as a commercial city 
under his fostering care. He peremptorily removed the go¬ 
vernment to his owti court; and insisted on all the feudal lords 
or daimios building yashikis, and keeping a large force in 
them. They were also obliged to reside in Yedo a certain 
portion of every year, and when they visited their own ter¬ 
ritories, they bad to leave their wives and families behind 
them. He also made rules by which they were much isolat¬ 
ed ; rarely visiting each other or holding any communication 
except in public, so that it was almost an impossibility to plot 
secretly against the state or its ruler. Even at his own court, 
different rooms were assigned to different grades of the no¬ 
bility ; but the higher ranks were not permitted to hold of¬ 
fices conferring power. 

But not to dwell too long on the mode adopted by Iyeyas 
for the control of the barons, we will return to the city itself. 
It may be said to be urbs in urbe. The great domain called 
the Oshiro or castle, with its double moat and its vast sur¬ 
roundings of the yashikis or residences of the more promi¬ 
nent Daimios and their retainers, form one governmental 
city, which is enclosed in the wide spreading city of com¬ 
merce. It is, as a mere picture, far less interesting than any 
other capital we know, from the almost total absence of any 
buildings with the slightest pretension to architectural beauty; 
the dead level of the few extensive views obtainable, and tho 
monotony of the long rows of yashikis and 6uch like build¬ 
ings. There are two eminences from which some idea of 
the extent of the city may be gained. Ono is a hill, about 
100 feet high called Atago Yama, close to the famous Shiba, 
the burial ground of the Tycoons; the other is some miles 
away on tl*e opposite side of the Oshiro. One of our illustra¬ 
tions to-day is the view of the city from Atago Yama. Look¬ 
ing towards the bay, as far as the eye can reach, the dwell¬ 
ings of the citizens are'seen. Not a break, except where 
some fire has recently made a clearance, or some yashiki has 
been demolished by order of those in power os a punish¬ 
ment to its owner. No churches or cathedrals are to bo seen 
because such things do not exist in Japan, but in the extreme 
distance may be descried the ponderous roofs of some of the more 
prominent temples. Thus the group at Asakusa, depicted in 
our present number at page 5, can just faintly bo seen at a 
distance of some five or six miles. 

Of Asakusa, Mr. Mitford has written, in his paper entitled 
“ A ride through Yedo, contributed to the Fortnightly Review 
of May 1870. We take the liberty of transferring his in¬ 
teresting account of it to our oolurans:— 

Perhaps the most interesting place in the city is the Temple of Asa- 
kuaa, near Uy£no, for nowhere else can jou sec Japanese life in such 

S jrfection. In describing it, I shall translate literally from the Yedo 
**"jdki and the Mci*M:uyf y scarcely making any alteration, and add¬ 
ing nothing, save for explanation's sake. 

Asakusa is the most bustling place in all Yedo. It is famous for the 
Temple Scnsoji, on the bill of Kinriu, or tho Holden Dragon, which from 
morning till night is thronged with visitors, rich and poor, old and young, 
flocking in sleeve to sleeve. The origin of the temple was as follows 
Jn the days of the Emperor Suiko, who reigned in the thirteenth century 
A.D., a certain noble, named Hashi no Nakiitomu, fell into disgrace and 
left the Court ; and having become n rSnin.* or masterless man, he took 

(•) Lit. a “ wave-man, '* one who wanders hither and thither, objectless, 
inasterless, like a wave of the sea. 


up his abode on the Golden Dragon Hill, with two retainers, beijw- 
brothers, named Hinokuma Hamanari and Hinokuma Takenari The* 
three men being reduced to great straits, and without means or 
earning their 'iving, became fishermen. Now it happened that, on ths 
6th day of the 3rd month of the 36th year of the Emperor Suiko (l_Di 
1241), they went down in the morning to tbe Asakusa River to ply their 
trade ; and having cast their nets took no fish, but at every throw they 
pulled up a figure of the Buddhist god Kwannon, which they threw into 
the river again. They 9culled their boat away to another spot, but the 
same luck followed them, and nothing came to their nets save the figure 
of Kwannon. Struck by the miracle, they carried home the image, and, 
after fervent prayer, built a temple on the Golden Dragon Fill, in which 
they enshrined it The temple thus founded was enriched by the henefao- 
tions of wealthy and pious persons, whose care raised its buildings to the 
dignity of the first temple in Yedo. Tradition says that the figured 
Kwannon which was fished up in the net was one inch and eight-tentha 
in height. 

The main hall of the temple is sixty feet square, and is adorned with 
much curious workmanship of gilding and of silvering, ro that no placv 
can be more excellently beautiful. There arc two gates in front of it. 
The first is called the (late of the Spirits of the Wind and of the Thunder, 
and is adorned with figures of those two gods. The wind god, who*# 
likeness is that of a devil, curries the wind-bag; and the thunder gdd, 
who is also shaped like a devil, carries a drum and a drarastiek.t The 
second gate is called the Gate of the gods Nid, or the two Princes, whose 
colossal statues, painted red, and hideous to look upon, stand on either 
side of it. Between the gates is an approach four hundred yards in 
length, which is occupied by the stalls of hucksters, who sell toys and 
trifles for women and children, and by foul and loathsome beggars. Pass¬ 
ing through the gate of the ginls Nio, the main hall of the temple strike* 
the eye. Countless niches and shrines of the gods stand outside it, and 
an old woman earns her livelihood at a tank filled with water, to which 
the votaries of the grnls come and wash themselves that they may pray 
with clean hands. Inside arc the images of tho ^ods, lanterns incease^ 
burners, candlesticks, a huge money-box. into which the offerings of thft 
pious are thrown, and votive tablets! representing the famous gods and 
goddesses, heroes and heroines, of old. Behind the chief building is a 
brood space called the ohtnjamn, where young and pretty waitre&ses, well- 
dressed and painted, invite the weary pilgrims and holiday-makers to 
refresh themselves with tea and sweetmeats. Here, too, are all aorta of 
sights to l>c seen, such as wild beasts, performing monkeys, automata* 
conjurers, wooden and paper figures which take the place of the waxwork* 
of the West, acrobats and jesters for the amusement of women and 
children. Altogether it is a lively and a joyous scene, there is not it* 
equal in the city. 

In tho picture, the roof seen through the trees in the back¬ 
ground is that of the great Temple; to the left, half hidden 
by wooden-houae3 is tho grand gateway, and to the right i * 
a fine pagoda which is one of the few really picturesque struc¬ 
tures of tho capital. 

Of the other three pictures, one represents the entrano* 
of the river Suinida, from the foreign settlement; one the 
Saibansho, or government office of Tsukidji, and the third the 
first foreign houses erected on the settlement. 

Tsukidji is a quarter of the city, adjoining the beautifbl 
fishing grounds of the Tyc oons ; and formerly entirely occu¬ 
pied by yashiskis of Daimios. As the time approached for 
tho admission of foreigners to Yedo, it became necessary to 
prepare a place specially for them; and this was selected aa 
being on the water side, and more easily protected than a 
more central district would be. Besides, it was seen that 
their objoct beiug exclusively trade, water communication 
with Yokohama was indispensable. The ground was there¬ 
fore taken possession of by the government, the building* 
cleared from it, good roads made through it in v arious diroo- 

(f) This gate was destroyed by fire a few years sinoe. 

(J) Sir Rutherford Alcock, in his book upon Japan, aUto f ^ 
portraits of the most famous courtezans of Yedo arc yearly hung up 
the temple at Asakusa. No such pictures are to be seen now, ana no 
Japanese of whom 1 have made inquiries have heard of t §u< ^“ * . 

The priests of the temple deny that their fane was so polluted, ana n m 
probable that the statement is but one of the many strange misiaxes m 
whieh an imperfect knowledge of the language led the earlier travellers 
in Japan. In spite of all that has been said by " h ° 

opportunity of associating anil exchanging ideas with the ecincate q m e n 
of Japan. 1 maintain that in no country is the publio harlot more annorrea 
and looked down ujsm. 
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The first houses ox the Foreiox settlement, Yedo. 


tions, and the boundaries of the allotments well marked. On 
the 2nd June 1870, the sale of the land to foreigners took 
place, when for the first time in our experience a Japanese 
officiated as the Auctioneer. The sale consisted of 52 lots— 
the upset price was six boos =- $ 1.50, a tsubo of 36 square 
feot, subject to an annual rent of 1J boos a tsubo. The aver¬ 
age price paid was a little over 7 boos a tsubo; and the total 
quantity sold was about 13,337 tsubos. But besides this 
plot specially cleared and laid out for us, foreigners have the 
right to rent Japanese houses in the district of Tsukidji, and 
several merchants, store-keepers and others have done so. 
The Japanese built a large hotel, also, adjoining the settle¬ 
ment, capablo of receiving 100 guests or more; but undor 
native management, nominally aided by a foreigner, it 
failed, and has recently been sold to anothor Japanese, who 
has begun far more prudontly than his prodocossors; but 
whothor it can ever be made to pay is a problem yot to be 
solved. Thero is another hotel kept by a Frenchman in the 
native portion of Tsukidji; and this being a less expensive 
establishment to keep up, may possibly^ do bettor than its 
mighty neighbour. Although the city of Yedo has been now 
opon to foreigners for two years, thero are very few mercan¬ 
tile houses established there, and several who opened business 
in the settlement have closed again. Still there must have 
taen good business done by some, and if the government 
*ould do away with a shortsighted monopoly system they 
have sanctioned, it would give all, foreigners and uatives, a 
Food chance. 


For two years no ill has resulted to foreigners walking un¬ 
attended through Yodo. But only yesterday an attack was 
made by a ruffian on two gentlemen. Our home friends must 
not suppose we are in any exceptional danger in that capital; 
for as a rule wo consider that the streets of Yodo are as safe 
as those of London. 


<Pe jJei’iod. 


O N the 5th instant, a Concert took place at the Gaiety Theatre, under the 
patronage of Madame Outrcy, (wife of II. K. the French Minister), 
and Admiral Dupr6, the French Naval commander in chief in China and 
Japan ; for the benefit of the French wounded. It was unpleasantly cut 
short in the middle, by an alarm of fire; and it bring fonnd that the 
Commercial Hotel, a building only about a huudred and fifty yards from 
the Theatre was burning, the audience quietly left, and the Concert came 
to an end, just as the second part of the programme was about to com¬ 
mence. 

The portion already performed had been very successful, the selection 
being good, and the execution such as to evoke loud applanse. Madame 
Outrcy herself accompanied the opening quartette, and two ladies assist¬ 
ed in the vocal music, singing Mendelsohn’s beautiful two part song 
** I would that my love.” A duet for Violin and Pianoforte, an l another 
for flute and Piano were well worthy of the applause they received, and 
the song 44 Non e ver” was very pleasingly sung by M. Jaudon. The 
best of all. however, was the last piece played, Guonod's “ Meditation 
on Bach’s prelude” arranged as a quartette, and performed by Mr. He—eU 
on t te violin, M. Dubeux violoncello, Mr. Pearson on the Harmonium, 
an l a lady on the pianoforte. This was a fitting termination to a most 
enjoyable entertainment, and had the patroness and her assistants thought 
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proper to ooncider that they had fulfilled their obligation* to the public, 
t r erj one would hare been satisfied. But Madame Outrey considered that 
the whole concert ought to be given, and another evening, (Thursday the 
19th Inst), was selected for the purpose. For various reasons it was de¬ 
cided to change the first part of the programme, the seoond remaining 
as 1 :fore. In the course of the evening Madame Outrey took the piano¬ 
forte part in Haydn's 1st Trio, Messrs. Howell and Dubeux taking the 
Tiolin and violoncello parts. Mrs. Burditt played a solo on the Piano¬ 
forte so perfectly as to elicit a loud recall; the same two ladies as had 
been so successful on the former occaaiQn sung 44 Angiol di pace," and 
on being encored, substituted the two part song they had previously sung. 
A solo on the violoncello by Mr. Dubeux and a song 44 Si tu aavais ” by M. 
Jaudon were also well received ; and the 44 Meditation " played as before, 
awakened the same enthusiam. M. de Bavier sung 44 La Camelia ” and as 
an encore “O sanctissinyi Virgine ” with great purity of feeling ; and M. 
Allard sung Neidertneyer's 44 Le Lac," with such force and sweetness, as 
to render it the great song of the evening. It was M. Allard's first ap¬ 
pearance in public, if we except his having taken a part in the opening 
quartette on the 6th inst., and he displayed a richness of voioe rarely 
surpassed. The 44 Marseillaise ’’ sung by French soldiers brought the 
evening to a close but it waa preceded by a solo and chorus which we 
cannot help mentioning last, as it was one of the roost effective and im¬ 
pressive pieces of the programme, Ouonod’s 14 Nazareth,” sung by Mr. 
ftoarson, and the chorus by officers of the French Marine. It was finely, no¬ 
bly sung, and was fully appreciated. The accompaniments were generally 
divided between Messrs. Howell and Pearson throughout the evening, 
and the genius of the one and the well applied activity of the other were 
conspicuous all through the programme and its performance. But the 
public is mainly indebted to Madame Outrey and the ladies who assisted, 
for the great treat afforded. Their influence and personal aid in the 
performance not only gave a charm to the entertainment that it would 
have otherwise lacked, but animated all their coadjutors. It also contri¬ 
buted more than all beside to the brilliant monetary success. Yokohama 
bas but 700 or 800 foreign residents, and of these not more than half are 
In a position to support publio entertainments. And yet nearly, if not 
quite, £1,000 sterling will be sent to France, to augment the fund for 
the wounded. 

We cannot close our account without noticing the excellent taste of 
the decorations, on both occasions. They were principally warlike 
trophies, but most artistically arranged by the French soldiers and mi- 
rinea, and gave a ch arac'.er to the con}) <f ceil, entirely in keeping with 
the objects of the entertainment. 


A FIRE broke out on Thursday evening, the 6th instant, at 10 p M , 
in the Commercial Hotel, No. 87, Main street, Yokohama. The 
building was ope of the oldest in the settlement, and burnt with a fierce¬ 
ness that quickly reduced the whole of it to ashes. By 11 o'clock, there 
was hardly a stick standing, or one stone left upon another. Building 
and furniture were fully insured. 


S MALL pox has prevailed among us as an epidemic, this season, to an 
almost unparalleled extent. Dr. Newton, R. N., who has during 
nearly three years been labouring in the cause of both natives and for¬ 
eigners, in the establishment of a Lock hospital at the Yoshiwarra, and 
teaching native doctors and nurees its uses and the proper mode of 
management, having been absent on a like philanthropic duty in Naga¬ 
saki, returned to Yokohama on the 2nd inst., and instantly set to work 
to grapple with the epidemic. By his representations to the foreign 
ministers and Consuls, and to the native authorities both in Yedo and 
Yokohama, he succeeded in awakening them to a full sense of the evil, 
mod succeeded in inducing the Japanese to establish hospitals for the 
reception of the natives who are attacked ; and stations at which the 
peoole may, on a certain appointed day in each week, receive vaccination. 
He nas urged upon them the necessity of making vaccination compul¬ 
sory throughout the empire, and doubtless the government will do all 
U can to effect this. A meeting has been held at the British Consulate, 
at which most of the Yokohama medical men attended, and to which 
the Governor of Kanagawa also accepted the invitation. The latter en¬ 
tered into the discussions freely, and assented to the wishes of the gen¬ 
tlemen present, so far as to promise to do all that he could to segregate 
email-pox patients ; to encourage vaccination ; and to take steps to pre¬ 
vent the spread of contagion by sanatory measures. 

The epidemic is still raging, and not only have the small pox and ge¬ 
neral hospital been full of patients, but the military hospitals have been 


full, and extra accommodation has been secured for sufferers The N <L 
Corvette Medusa , and the U. 8. 8. Benicia are both in quarantine in a*. 

sequence of the amount of the sickness on board. Several of the -g 

have been of the most virulent character and the mortality has bean 


L OT 66, in the Main Street, Yokohama, the property of the late Mr 
W. Grauert, was sold by Public Auction on the 10th instant, by 
Messrs- Bourne & Co, to Messrs. A. Marks A Co. for the sum of $16 000. 
The lot contains about 400 tauboes, with improvements. 


T HE kinsatz forgers, whose operations were discovered some months 
sgo, in a Chinaman’s room at the English Legation, on the Bluff, were 
beheaded on the 13th instant The Chinese butler had lent a vacant 
room to a countryman, Chuk ki, and there the forgeries were to have 
been completed. The proceedings were discovered, however, before any 
of the false notes were circulated. Chuk ki was decapitated, and with 
him two Japanese who had supplied the paper in imitation of that on 
which the true kinsatz are printed. The Legation servant was not prov¬ 
ed to have been engaged in the affair ; but he has to endure three years 
imprisonment in a Japanese gaoL 


O N Friday evening at about half-past six o’clock Messrs. Dallas sod 
Ring, two gentlemen employed as tutors at Kaiseijo, or govern¬ 
ment college, in Yedo, were walking unattended, near the Niphon buffi, 
(the bridge from which all distances are measured from the capital), when 
they were attacked from behind ; Mr. Dallas receiving a cut from the 
back of the car, down his back to the waist, injuring bis shoulder blade, 
but although crossing the spine leaving it unhurt; and Mr. Ring a cat 
from the neck downwards about eighteen inches long aud three deep, 
Directly they felt themselves wounded they took to their heels and imo, 
never turning to see who assailed them, and reached a small paper shop, 
where, having requested the inmates to send to the Kaiseijo, and for 
medical' aid, they waited for three quarters of an hour whilst the good 
people of the shop staunched their wounds as well as they could, with 
soft Japanese paper, Surgical aid being procured, first Japanese and 
subsequently foreign, the wounds were sown up and dressed. The house 
being very small, they were removed to a large one opposite, the pro* 
prietors of which received them with every demonstration of sympathy. 
Bedsteads were procured, and in that house they still lie, only able to be 
moved to have their wounds attended to. The government officials here 
shewn the moat commendable alacrity on this occasion. The gates of 
the wards throughout the city were closed, and no one allowed to pare 
without examination. The public conveyances were all subjected to th* 
strictest search to prevent the escape of the assassin ; and even some of 
the highest officers of the government visited the house in which the 
sufferers lay, to make enquiries and express their sympathy. The boos* 
is strongly guarded, and the street barricaded that there shall be no 
noise or disturbance ; and greater activity could not be displayed by ths 
police in London itself. Kir Harry Parkcs visited the wounded the morn¬ 
ing after the occurrence. The gentlemen of the Kaiseijo, take it by 
turns, two and two, to stay with them, and two pupils are also always 
there. Several of the friends of Messrs. Dallas an4 Ring have been per¬ 
mitted to see them ; aud the Rev. Mr. Bailey, H. B. M. Consular Chaplain 
visited them in the course of this afternoon. We rejoice to say that thre 
are quite cheerful and hopeful of recovery ; and they speak of the kind¬ 
ness of the Japanese belonging to the house, as equal to anything they 
oould obtain in their own homes and from their own relatives. Two 
men have been arrested. One a young officer, we believe an interpreter, 
who had been with them, but was at the time some yards in advance of 
them—but it js unlikely he will know anything ;—and the other a maa 
who excited suspicion at Fugisawa, a village on the Tokaido about 30 
miles from Yedo. 

The following was sent by the government officials to one of our local 
contemporaries, directly the intelligence, reached Yokohama.:— 

SIR,—Wc regret to have to inform you that a telegram has been re¬ 
ceived by this department from Tokeio, this morning, communica ting 
intelligence of an attack made at about 8.30 p.m. yesterday, bv Japan** 
upon two foreigners, snpposed to be British subjects, while parent 
throught Nabacho. The foreigners, whose names are announced *0 
Messrs. C. H. Dallas and Ring, and who are in the employ of the 
nese Government as teachers at the Nanko, are both severely, thoagn 
not dangerously, wounded. ^ 

The Japanese who made the attiyjk escaped, and vigorous measure* 
have been taken to secure the capture. For this purpose aRJJJi 72! 
and roads in and about Tokeio are closed and under the control or ne 
military : detectives are busily engaged in Beaching for the criminal* 
who will undoubtedly be caught and promptly brought to juatloe. 

KANAGAWA KKNCHO. 


Printed and published for the proprietor, by JAME8 R. AN GLHC 
at the 44 Japan Gazette " Printing Office , Nc. 87, Main SXrom 

Yokohama, Japan. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 





THE FAR 


EAST. 


AN ILLUSTRATE© FORTNIGHTLY NEWSPAPER, 


[Vol. I, No. XVII. YOKOHAMA, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1st, 1871. [Single Copy $1.00] 



EGULARLY every yoar since we have known Japan 
several types of fever have made their ravages both 
gfrvgon natives and foreigners. This too in a climate 
often asserted to be among the most healthy in the 
^ world, and generally commencing in the winter— 
the most clear, bracing and pleasant period of the year. 

In former years small pox and typhus fever have prevailed 
— occasionally with some severity. For the latter there seemed 
to be a good reason close at hand, in the swamp at the back 
of the settlement; in the creek that bounds it; and in a cer¬ 
tain portion of the native town that lies adjacent to it. To 
those might be added the undrainod state of tho town, and the 
unwholesome condition of the streets and compounds. Either 
of these might have been the cause of the low fovers that 
always made their appearance about midwinter and continued 


through tho spring. But for the origin of smallpox, although 
many were disposed to account in the same way, the experi¬ 
ence of the present season tells us a deeper search must be 
made. This hideous disease is epidemic with us this season to 
an extent never before known, and no one can account for it. 

We should not select this subject as one for a leading ar¬ 
ticle, but for the fact, that in Japan, of which we profess 
to give as much information as we can, it is the topic of the 
day ; and as our little paper circulates in every direction, and 
is sent more than any other by local subscribers to their dis¬ 
tant friends, one or two facts in connection with the small pox 
here, may be interesting to our distant readers. 

A correspondent to one of our local papers recently informed 
its patrons, that in India, inoculation had for many centuries 
been inculcated in the religious books of the Brahmins. Ah 



The approach to Shiba. 
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A Fire towki, Ykdo. 


much certainly cannot be said for the Japanese. With them 
almost every one we meet gives evidence of having suffered 
from the disease. Very few indeed are entirely unmarked. 
The Japanese themselves say that it is one of the diseases of 
children, and that all children have it, and once through it 
never take it again. The consoquonce is that generally spoak> 
ing the adult population are wonderfully indifferent to it, and 
move about in houses where it is, and allow the sick as well as 
the attendants on the sick to move freely among them. In¬ 
stead of keeping juvenile sufferers in bed, the mothers, sis¬ 
ters, or nurses commonly take them on their backs in the nice 
snug warm way in which thoy usually carry their infants, and 
carry them out into the crowded thoroughfares. The children 
so carried wear a kind of red cap or doth round their head, 
which tells, even when the face is not seen that the child is 
diseased. But the people have no fear. Every house that is 
infected has a piece of red paper hung up above the entrance, 
so that thoso who are timid may avoid it. But very few 
who have any business with the proprietors, or otherwise 
wish to see them, pay any heed to this warning; so there is 
no difficulty in accounting for the spread of infection. As 
to destroying the clothes worn by an infected person, they 
would not dream of it, although they might give a little extra 
care to the washing. 

Being then without any palliative or provontive; looking 
upon the smallpox as a disease that every child must pass 
through; becoming after having had it in childhood quite 
assured of safety from it thereafter; experiencing no appre¬ 
hension from mingling with infected persons; and actually 


continuing to wear the clothes they have worn whilst sick, or 
whilst in attendance on the sick, and carrying sick children 
about among their neighbours, it would be wonderful if, 
when once the disease has shewn itself in a neighbourhood, it 
were not quickly spread. 

But the Japanese declare that until foreigners came among 
them, hardly any adult ever had the disease. They also say 
that the disease as exhibited now is one brought by foreigners 
and quite different to what they have been accustomed to. 
They see that amongst us adults of any age are stricken with 
it; and that too not only after vaccination, but after having 
previously had the disease itself. This frightens them a little; 
and leads them to speak of our having introduced a new form 
of mortal disease among them. Whether it be so or not let 
doctors tell. All we can say is, that it breaks out among 
them, and equally so amongst us—but whether they bring it 
to us or we to them—both or either—can only be a matter of 
conjecture. The fact that ships sometimes arrive with it on 
board, or that seamen are attacked after arrival in harbour 
before they have been ashore, points to the belief that it may 
be in the atmosphere. It is not only Yokohama that has suf¬ 
fered, and is suffering, but all the surrounding district, includ¬ 
ing Yedo itself. It has recently, too, appeared at KoW, and 
we read of it as rife in various parts of China, not to speak of 
its ravages in the United States aud Europe. 

We are therefore inclined to think that like the dreadsl 
Cholera Morbus, whilst undoubtedly it may be and in com¬ 
municated from one to another, it is also generated in the at¬ 
mosphere, and many take it who never approach the dis* 
eased. 
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One remarkable circumstance however, must be noted. It 
haa been too frequently proved to admit of any doubt, that 
sot only may those be attacked who have been comparatively 
recently vaccinated, but it may revisit those who have already 
suffered from it. One of the most recent fatal cases in Yoko¬ 
hama was that of a gentleman who, on the outbreak of the 
epidemic was vaccinated. Speaking to a friend on his sub¬ 
mitting to the operation, he remarked: “ I’m going to be vac- 

“ cinated, although there can be no fear of me, for I have al- 
41 ready had the small pox.” Yet he was seized a few days 
afterwards, and succumbed to a short but very severe attack. 
It is quite an ascertained fact therefore, that under existing 
circumstances in this country the disease may be taken by 
foreigners wbo have had it elsewhere. This being kept in 
mind, it is very gratifying to see the energy with which Dr. 
Newton H. N. is using his influence with the Japanese autho¬ 
rities both in Yokohama and Yedo, to get them to take some 
decisive steps to oppose, diminish, and if possible banish 
the disease. At his instance they have already established 
vaccination stations, to which the people young and old may 
go and obtain gratuitous vaccination. He is endeavouring 
to persuade the government to make vaccination compulsory ; 
and there is every reason to believe that were this yielded to, 
a speedy inprovement would be wrought. The great number 
of children who are now seized, will be year by year material¬ 
ly decreased ; and consequently there will be so much less of 
the disease for the clear light atmosphere to waft to others. 
Dr. Newton has already done both natives and foreigners in 
Japan, a great service, in setting on foot, establishing, and 
superintending a Lock hospital in the neighbourhood of Yoko¬ 
hama, and teaching the Japanese the proper mode of manag¬ 
ing the institution, and treating the patients. He will make 
his name even more deserving of becoming a household word 
with them, if he succeeds in his battle against small pox. 
None can deny the benefit that has attended his former under¬ 
taking ; and all most applaud his present action. It mAy be 
hoped and expected that next year we shall see the first fruits 
of his efforts in a great decrease of the disease. If by his 
persuasion and instrumentality vaccination becomes as gene¬ 
ral and as effective as in Europe, he will deserve a statue as 
much as did Dr. Jenner. 


§hr Jltoalrafams. 


THE POROH, QUANNON SAMA, YEDO. 

HE title of the principle temple at Asakusa, as we in¬ 
formed our readers in our last number, is Quannon 
sama—being dedicated to the god of that name, who is sup¬ 
posed to have 36 arms and 100 hands. The crowds always 
about the temple, inside and out are prodigious, and it haa 
been the remark of most who have written about it, that the 
whole seen e has the appearance of a fair. About the large 
temple are great numbers of smaller ones, many mere 
shrines, but each having its Votaries; and closely adjacent 
are some extensive gardens quite worth strolling through. 
There is also upon the temple grounds a litlle nook in which 
stands a small house where may be seen and purchased many 
remarkable birds and monkeys. 


The view of the porch of the great temple is the best our 
artist oould get, by reason of the limited distance at which he 
could plant his camera. It will be observed, however that 
all the substructure of the edifice is of wood, the doors being 
handsomely lacquered and gilded. The large lanterns hanging 
down in front of the porch are far exceeded in size by others 
inside, and to the eye of a foreigner the appearance of the in¬ 
terior is as if there were a perpetual feast of lanterns. 

Tho population of this district of the city always seems to 
be much greater than that of any other. Tho Theatre street 
is hero—for in Yedo the theatros are confiu ed to one locality ; 
and as the performances in these Are by day and the people 
of all classes delight in theatrical repr eseutations of every 
kind, crowds from the extremes of tho city flock thither. The 
place seems wholly given up to amusement. Skirting the long 
pathway to the grand entrance to the temple on both sides, 
are innumerable stalls of toy-sellers. Aud such is the gay 
and unsophisticated nature of the nat ives, that old as well as 
young enjoy the games they can there share in. 

Among other exhibitions in th e neighbourhood, is one that 
would not disgrace Madame Tussaud, although the figures are 
of wood instead of wax. The groups are generally of homely 
soenes, such as one moets with in an ordinary stroll. Barbers 
shaving their customers ;astreet row; men and women with their 
usual attendants walking or bargaining; aud all kinds of such 
like subjects. They are life size very nicely carved and 
painted, and the clothes put on with all the care of the origi¬ 
nals. 

Mr. Mitford gives us—translating from the Yedo Hanjoki — 
a few characteristics of the locality:— 

At Asakusa, os, indeed, all over Yedo, are to be found fortunetellers, 
who prey upon the folly of the RurjxTstitiou*. With a treatise on phy¬ 
siognomy laid on a desk before them, they call out to this man that 
he has an ill-omened forehead, and to that man tlmt the space be¬ 
tween his nose and his lips is unlucky. Their tongues wag like 
flowing water until the passers by are attracted to their stalls. If the 
seer finds a customer, he closes bis eyes and. lifting the divining sticks 
reverently to his forehead, mutters incantations between his teeth. 
Then, suddenly parting the sticks in two bundle?*, he prophesies good or 
evil, according to the number in each. With a magnifying glass he ex¬ 
amines his dupe’s face and the palms of his bandR. By the fashion of 
hia clothes and his general manner the prophet sees whether he is a 
countryman or from the city. “ I am afraid, sir,” says he, “ you have 
•not been altogether fortunate in life, but 1 foresee that great luck awaits 
you in two or three months or, like! a clumsy doctor who makes his 
diagnosis according to his patient's fancies, if he sees his customer frown¬ 
ing and anxious, he odds : “ Alas ! in seven or eight month's you must 

beware of great misfortune. But I cannot tell you all about it for a 
slight fee with a long sigh he lays down the divining sticks on the 
desk, and the frightened boor pays a further fee to hear the sum of the 
misfortune which threatens him, until, with three feet of bamboo slips 
and three inches of tongue, the clever rascal has made the poor fellow 
turn his purse inside out. 

The class of diviners called Ichiko profess to give tidings of tho-dead 
or of those who have gone to distant countries. The Ichiko exactly cor¬ 
responds to the spirit medium of the West, The trade is followed by 
women, of from fifteen or sixteen to some fifty years of age,*who walk 
about the streets, carrying on their backs a divining box about a foot 
square : they have no shop or stall, but wander about, and are invited 
into their customers’ houses. The ceremony of divination is very sim¬ 
ple. A porcelain bowl filled with water is placed upon a tray, and the 
customer having written the name of the person with whom he wishes to 
hold communion on a long slip of paper, rolls it into a spill, which he 
dips into the water, and thrice sprinkles the Ichiko, or medium. 8he, 
resting her elbow upon her divining box, and leaning her head upon her 
hand, mutters prayers and incantations until she has summoned the 
soul of the dead or absent person, which takes possession of tier, and an* 

. swere questions through her mouth. The prophecies which the Ichiko 
utters during her trance are held in high esteem by the superstitious and 
vulgar. 

Hard by Asakusa is the theatre street. The theatres ass called SAib*-i, 
M t irf places,” from the fact that the first theatrical performances were held 
on a turf plot. The crigin of the drama in Japan, as elsewhere, was reli- 
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THE FAR lELA.S'X*. 


RiouB. In the reign of the Emperor Heijo (▲. d. 805), there was a sudden 
volcanic depression of the earth close bj a pond called SarusAwa, or the 
Jtfonkej's M arsh, at Nara, iu the province of Yamato, and a poi*ouous 
smoke issuing from the cavity struck down with sickness all those who 
came within its baneful influence ; so the people brought quantities of 
firewood, which they burnt in order that the poisonous vapour might be 
dispelled. The fire, being the male influence, would assimilate with and 
act -as an antidote upon the mephitic smoke, which was a female in¬ 
fluence.* Besides this, as a further charm to exorcise the portent, the 
dance called Sambaso. which is still performed as a prelude to theatrical 
exhibitions by an actor dressed up ns a venerable old man, emblematic 
of long life and felicity, was danced on a plot of turf in front of the 
Temple Kofukuj'. By these means the smoke was dispelled, and the 
drama was orginated. The story is to be found in the Nihon Ki , 

©r supplementary history of Japan. 

Theatrical performances go on from six in the morning until six in the 
<Tening. Just as the day is ahout to dawn in the cast, the sound of the 
drum is heard, and the dance Samboso is danced as a prelude, and after 
this follow the dances of the famous actors of old ; these are called the 
©xtra performances (?rake kiyoyen.) 

Aa soon as the sun logins to rise in the heaven, aign-l>oarda all glisten¬ 
ing with paintings and gold are displayed, and the play-goers flock in 
crowds to the theatre. The fanners and country folk hurry over their 
breakfast, and the women and children who have tog«*t up in the middle 
of the night to paint and adorn themselves, come from all the points of the 
compass to throng the gallery, which is hung with curtains as bright as 
the rainbow in the departing clouds. The place soon becomes so crowd¬ 
ed that the heads of tiie spectators are like the scales on a dragon’* back. 
When the play begins, if the subject Ixj tragic the spectator* are so af¬ 
fected that they weep till they have to wring their sleeves dry. If the 
piece be comic they laugh till their chins are out of joint, The trick* 
and ^tratAgems of the drama bailie description, and the actors are as 
graceful as the flight of the swallow. The triumph of jjcmccuted virtue 
and the punishment of wickedness invariably crown the story. When a 
favourite actor makes his appearance, bis entry is hailed with cheers. 
Fun and diversion are the order of the day, And rich anil poor alike for¬ 
get the cares which they have left behind them at home; and yet it is 
not all idle amusement, for there is a moral inculcated, and a practical 
sermon in every play. 

The subjects of the pieces arc chiefly historical, feigned names lx*ing 
substituted for those of the real heroes. Indeed, it is in the itoptilar 
tragedies that wc must seek for an account of many of the events of the 
last two hundred and fifty years ; for only one very bald history of those 
times has been published, of which only a limited nuinlx-r of copies 
were struck off from cop|>cr plates, and its circulation wa* strictly forbid¬ 
den . by the bhogun's Government. The stories arc rendered with great 
minuteness and detail, so much so, that it sometimes takes a series of rc- 
I reecnttaions to act out one piece in its entirety. The Japanese are far in 
advance of Chinese in their scenery and properties anil their piece* arc 
sometime* capitally got tip ; a revolving stage enables them to shift from 
©ne scene to another with great rapidity. First-rutc actors receive as 
much as a thousand riyos (about &100) ns their yearly salary. This how¬ 
ever, is a high rate of pay, and many a mail has to at rut before the pub- 
lie for little more than his daily rice ; to a clever young actor it is almost 
enough reward to lie allowed to enter a company in which there is a fa¬ 
mous star. The salary of the actor, howexcr, tniiy dc|»cml upon the suc¬ 
cess of the theatre: for dramatic exhibit ion* are often undertaken as 
speculations by wealthy iktboiis, who pay their company in pmjxirtion to 
Ineir own profit. Besides hi* regular jniy, a )*>pular Japanese actor has 
a small mine of wealth in his patrons, who open their purses freely for 
the privilege of frequenting the green-room. The women’s part* are all 
taken by men, as they used to 1x5 with u* iu ancient day*. Touching the 
popularity of plays, it is related that in the year 18J.‘I, when two actors 
called Bando Sbuka and Sagnwa Koko, both famous player* of women’* 
ports, died at the same time, the people of Yedo mounted to heaven ntul 
to earth ; and if a million riyos could have brought kick their lives, the 
money would have been forthcoming. Thousands flocked to their fu¬ 
neral, and the richness of their coffins and of the clothes laid upon them 
was admired by all. 


THE IRON BRIDGE, YOSHIDA. 

APAN ha« innumerable bridges, for the genius of the 
people favours canals ; and in all their larger towns 
in the neighbourhood of the coast, or situato on navigable 
rivers, they manage to make up for tho insufficiency of 
roads on which to bring heavy produce to their markets, by 
cutting canals in a 11 directions ; so that by boats, merchandise 
may be brought to any part, with little labour and at small 
expense. 

(•) This refers to the Chinese doctrine of a Yang and Yin, the male 
and female influences pervading all creation. 


These canals demanding b ridges, it might be supposed that 
there would be some variety among so many ; and that in 
this direction the op portunity would be seized of beautifying 
the localities by mu ltiplicity of design. But it is not so. With 
the exception of two or three stone bridges of the most anti- 
quated const ruction, in the island of Kiusiu, and which were 
doubtless built under the superintendence, or at least from the 
drawings, of the Portuguese, there were until the past year, 
no bridges in Ja pan that were not built of wood. And being 
all of one material, so were they all on the same principle, 
and almost all on one model. If we wanted an argument 
agaiust a people isolating themselves from the rest of the 
world wo could not desire a better than a refer ence to the 
good citizens of this beautiful land. Having no foreign taste 
to please or foreign plans or proceedings to emulate, they have 
been content to stan d still. They had one stereotyped plan 
of a castle. All th eir territorial princes made this the funda¬ 
mental principle on which they built their own fortreeees- 
They had one settled idea of a noble’s residence in the Impe¬ 
rial or governmental cities ; and in Yedo, where there must 
be several hundreds of such ycishiskis , they differ only in size, 
aud not one whit in design. Were it not for the noble treee 
that abound in the domains of the noblemen, Yedo would be 
the most monotonous, uninteresting city it is possible to con¬ 
ceive. But these abound in such plenty, as to give to many 
parts of the city a semi-country appearance that is very charm¬ 
ing. 

The houses of the merchants throughout the whole empire, 
the farmsteads, the dwellings of the poo r, the temples, the 
burial grounds, the hotels—each and all so assimilate to the 
rest of their kind that it is evident isolati on has led to the 
annihilation of invention. The p eo pie have existed, but not 
improved or progressed in any one way. They are essentially, 
a military people—but even in the art of war. things were as 
recently as live years ago, in some parts of th e interior, as they 
had been for centuries, and nothing that we could wnte would 
give to our westorn readers auy idea of the highly pictures¬ 
que but intensely (to modern notions) a bsurd and grotesque 
appearance of a band of daitnio’s retaine rs going through 
their manoeuvres aud exercises on parade or at a review. 
Koal tightiitg none of them had seen for generations ; and sc 
with spear and sword and bow, they imitated the strange 
contortions and violent gestures depicted by their painter* 
and imitatod by thoir actors on the stage. 

But now, life is developing in all things. W r arhas been felt 
on throe occasions within ton years—and so a 11 are adopt¬ 
ing or have adopted tho most approved modern tactics and 
appliances ; and lot us say, that even iu their very first ex¬ 
perience of these appliances, they have proved t hemselves as 
steady under tiro, as average European troops. As to th®r 
castles, they are ceasing to repose any confidence in them, 
and as tho government is so far changed as to bring the clan 
system to a close, none will henceforward be built on the old 
system. The old yashikis in Yedo are half of them empty, 
and soino actually falling to piecos from disuse and neglect; 
and these domains, in which the daimio lived with his family, 
surrounded by his hundreds and, in some coses, thousand* 
of retainers, will soon become things of the past. Some few 
will be retained as barracks and parade grounds, but they 
will never be generally used as heretofore. 
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The Grand Gateway, 8hiba. 


In architecture too, the change has begun. In Yokohama 
are several houses in the native town built on foreign plans; 
one, a native bank, being a building of some pretensions. 
At Osaka, too, the Mint is, as we mentioned in our last, a 
completely western building, totally and distinctly unlike 
anything evor produced by native architects, in Japan. 

And lastly the transition has spread to the bridges. In 
Yedo, there is a small one to which foreigners have applied 
the name of the Iron Bridge, although the ironwork is con¬ 
fined to the side rails, and is very light even in them. In 
Osaka, a very handsome bridge constructed of iron has re¬ 
cently been opened ; and in Yokohama we have the one at 
Yoshida, as portrayed in our picture. This latter is but the 
insertion of the thin edge of the wedge It has no beauty— 
it is as plain as plain can be. But Mr. Brunton the chief of 
their government Engineering staff, designed and built it 
for them, that they might judge of the merits of such struc¬ 
tures. If it has no beauty, it has the other requisite— 
strength, and will always possess some interest, as the first 
iron bridge constructed in Japan. 

THE GATEWAY, SHIBA. 

ATEWA\ 8 on a large scale are not general bef ore Ja¬ 
panese temples, although few are without the tori we 


formerly described. Somo few of the larger ones, however, 
have these edifices, and in the case of Asakusa , and the great 
temple of Dzojoji at Shiba (the Tycoon’s bu rial ground) the 
•gateways are but little smaller, and hardly less picturesque 
than the temples themselves. The pictur e on page 7 of thin 
number is the gateway at Shiba, but Asakusa very closely 
resembles it. It is of wood, lacquered w ith handsome red 
lacquer, very solid and ponderous. Japan may glory in her 
roofs. If she has any architectural individuality it surely is 
in them. Such massive and magnific ently constructed roofs, 
aro hardly to bo seen elsewhere ; and it is said that they are 
so built to bind the building well together, and give support 
in case of earthquake. To most persons, it would occur that 
the structure would be top-heavy, and be liable to be over¬ 
thrown by its superincumbent weight. 

We are not aware that tho gateways, such as that in our 
picture, were put to any special purpose. 

THE APPROACH TO SHIBA. 

IIE temple of Dzojoji stands back from the main street 
of Yedo some two or three hundred yards, and the ap¬ 
proach is by a wide but quiet causeway, bounded on both 
sides by dwellings of a very monastic appearance, quite in 
keeping with the character of the place. 
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THE FIRE TOWER. 

LL orer Yedo, and in all the great cities of the Empire, are 
towers similar in their general design to that depicted 
on page 2. In smaller towns and large Tillages, their plaoe is 
supplied bj tall, strong ladders fixed perpendicularly. “ The 

n&e to which they are put, is, to give alarm in case of fire. 
A Bell is suspended on high, and directly a fire breaks out, 
the direction is proclaimed by the mode of striking the bell. 
The tower pictured in the photograph is somewhat delapidat- 
ed ; and is the only portion of the yashisld of Prince Aidzu 
that has been left standing since his gallant, but ineffectual 
effort in support of the Tycoonate. 


jlci[tod. 


O N THE 17th January, a meeting of the members of the Yokohama 
Race Club was held in the Chamber of Commerce room. Mr. 
Marshall in the ebair. The yearly accounts were submitted, and the 
chairman read the following comparative statement of the total receipts 
and payments during the years 1869 and 1870 :— 

Receipts. 




1869. 

1870. 

Subscriptions . . 

. 

$1,670 

... $1,840 

Tickets of admission .... 

••• ... 

1,455 

1,391 

Profit'of stalls 

... ... 

85 

236 

Entrance fees ... 

. 

23 

22 

Subscription to prizes ... 

Payments. 

1,654 

2,487 

Prises . 

... ... 

4,219 

4,284 

Rent 

. 

1,000 

1,200 

Keeping course... 

. 

449 

682 

Keeping stand .. 

. 

352 

... 329 

Cost of meeting . 

a. 

392 

319 

Printing . 

. 

183 

... 240 

Balance in hand 

. 

803 

... 1,210 

The accounts were passed. 

A motion was 

then brought forward by 


If. Prince :— 


1st—That the Handicappers, Judge and 8 tarter thould not be owners of 
Ponies entered at the Meeting. 

2 nd—That elections of Committee shall be by ballot, the box being kept 
open four days. 

Mr. Barnard seconded ; but the motion was rejected. 

A rote of thanks to the retiring Committee was passed, and a ballot 
being taken for the new Committee, Messrs. Btruchan, Helme, Scheidt, 
Robertson and Melbuish were elected. A vote of thanks to the chair* 
man terminated the proceedings 


A HALF YEARLY Meeting of the Chamber of Commerce took plaoe 
on the 18th January at which the Chairman, Mr. Marshall, pre¬ 
sided. The report having been read and accepted, several new members 
wepe admitted. As Mr. Marshall is about paying a visit to England, he 
announced that he would not be eligible for re-election as Chairman. 
A vote of thanks was tendered to him for his services whilst he had 
been in offloe ; to which he feelingly replied. Mr. Van der Tak was then 
elected Chairman for the present year, Mr. Hooper, Vice Chairman ; 
Mcntb. Geisenheitucr, Melhuisb. Johnson, Hurlbut, Mollison, 8trachan 
and Grseven, were elected as Committee-men, and Messrs. Seligmann 
and Even auditors. 

I T AFFORDS us great pleasure to report that Messrs. Dallas and 
Bing, who were attacked in Yedo on the Evening of the 13th Jan¬ 
uary, are progressing favourably towards convalescence. 


T HE United 8tales and the the North German men of wjr in harbour 
have suffered severely fro|n small pox —and for a communi¬ 
cation with the shore was all but cut off. The epidemic is now begin¬ 
ning to show a falling off in its violenoe both ; ire and afloat. In tbn 
Yokohama General Hospital alone, there have been nearly 70 small-pox. 
patients during the last three months—and this is quite apart from the 
military and naval hospitals of France, North Germany, the United 
States and Great Britain, which cannot have numbered, first and last, fere 
than 100 patients. 


1 PERFORMANCE of Acrobatic feats took plaoe at the Yokohama. 

Hotel on the 17th ult, by which a departing troupe of Japanese 
acrobats, who have been engaged by Mr. Page to travel to China, India, 
Ac., were able to show their quality. It was a mere affair/got up on 
the spur of the moment, and unadvertised. But it was a spirited per¬ 
formance, and gave great satisfaction. The receipts—about ( $70, were 
handed to the Yokohama General Hospital. 


TT 18 no wonder if North German shipmasters whose vessels are de- 
A tained in various ports, by the fear of capture, should become im¬ 
patient of their unwilling idleness. A bold attempt was made on the 
26th January, by the N. G. barque Persia to leave the harbour and 
put to sea. Bhe hove up her anchor and set sail by 4 A. M., but by A 
a. M. the French oorvette Dupltix 'had steam up, and went in 
The barque perceived the state of things, before she had got out of the 
gulf, and bore up for the coast, so that she might be well within three 
miles of the land, and ♦hen returned to her anchorage. The oorvette 
anchored down the ooast, off Yokoska. 


A GYMNASTIC club has been established in the settlement A meet- 
ing was held on the 26th January, at the house of Mr. RoM, at 
whichMr. Mottu presided. Having stated the object of the meeting to be 
to establish a Gymnasium in Yokohama, he mentioned that about $000 
would be requisite to start with, to purchase all the materials. It was- 
decided at once to form the Club, and about $330 was subscribed by 
those present towards the preliminary expenses. It has long been a 
desideratum in Yokohama, and we are heartily glad to see such an 
institution so spiritedly set on foot 


N EWS was received from England, by telegram, on the 21st ultimo, 
of the death of Dr. G. R. Jenkins, one of our oldest residents, and 
for a long time, the only English Medical man in the settlement He 
*as bo well known and universally esteemed, that the intelligence 
caused great sorrow throughout the community. 


A FIRE broke out on the morning of the 23rd ulto., in a public bores 
called the *' British Queen.” It spread to a number of small tres- 
menta, mostly occupied by Chinamen, and cleared away a nest so closely 
occupied, that but for the sufferings and loss it entailed, it were a subject 
for congratulation. Although all the surrounding buildings are of wood, 
the flames were quickly subdued, and confined to a single block. 


T)Y a telegram received by the last Mail, the total lore of the American 
A-v barque Benefactress is announced. It occurred off the Gtpeef 
Good Hope. She was a regular trader between United States and this 
port, and was on the voyage hence to New York, with a full cargo- 
of tea. 


Printed and published far the proprietor, by JAMES R. ANGLIN, 
at the ‘‘Japan Gazette” Printing Office, Jfb. 87, Haiti Afcrert 
Yokohama, Japan. 
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OME TIME back it became a settled conviction in 
many minds, that Japan had determined on an in- 
vaaion of Corea. Rejwirt had it that an Embassy 
was to be sent to that country demanding; of its ruler 
v the paymont of tribute which had boon discontinued 
for many years. Previous to that, it was said to be the in¬ 
tention of certain of tho Western Powors to open Corea to 
commerce, with a high hand if necessary ; and inono shape or 
another that peninsula has been under the eye of foreigners 
for some years. 

We have little information respecting Corea, except that 
given by the Japanese. That they had intercourse with it 
in very remoto times is admitted—their Empress Jingu Kogu, 
having under somewhat miraculous circumstances invaded 
and conquered the country. Indeed to the Corea are they 
indebted for their first introduction to Chinese literature, in 


the third century; and there are accounts of even earlier com¬ 
munication than this. It is supposed that at that time the 
seed of Buddhism may have been sown ; but whether they 
wero so or not, in the sixth century, the faith received a more 
upon and palpable propagation, when the Emperor of Japan, 
accepted from a Corean sovereign a present of au image of 
Buddha, and a collection of Buddhist writings. Up to that 
time Sintooism had been the sole religion of Japan. Hence¬ 
forward it shared the affections of the people with Buddhism. 
At the conclusion of the war under the Empress named above, 
the Coreans were laid under heavy tribute. How long this 
continued to bo paid, is not known—and little more is heard 
of Corea, until towards the close of the sixteenth century, 
when, Taiko8amA planned, simultaneously, the invasion of the 
Corea and of China, and the destruction of the Christians who 
had multiplied most wonderfully during the hall century sinco 
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THE IF^IEfc EA8T. 


the admission 
of the Portu¬ 
guese priest¬ 
hood. The 
island of Kiu- 
siu had em¬ 
braced the 
new faith 
with aridity, 
and prosely¬ 
tes were coun¬ 
ted by tens 
of thousands. 

Among the 
Christians 
were several 
very able and 
powerful lea¬ 
ders ; and as 
there was re¬ 
ally no valid 
ground for a 
descent upon 
Corea, the 
Jesuits dec¬ 
lared that the 
expedition 
was got up to 
get these 

brave men and their Christian followers out of the way ; as, 
being himsolf a usurper, Taiko feared they might seise power, 
as he had done. Accordingly in the year 1592 he despatched 
a host of 40,000 men to Corea, whore under the oommand of 
Konishi-sama, called by the priests, Don Augustin, the Japan¬ 
ese were repeatedly victorious and took many of the castles. 
Taiko-sama sent a second army to support Konishi, and sub¬ 
sequently a third—almost all of whom were Christians—giving 
orders that the ships should return at once to receive him, 
as*he wished to share in the glories of the enterprise. Of 
all that host, a comparatively small proportion returned to 
Japan ; and the oonduct of Taiko-sama, in leaving them with¬ 
out sustenance or the means of rocrossing the sea to their own 
country, gives some colouring for the assertion of the Jesuits, 
that jealousy of the Christians was the principal motive 
for the expedition. Three of the conditions demanded by 
Konishi bofore he would make peace, were, that botwoen 
Japan and Corea, trade should be free; that the latter 
should pay an annual tribute; and that five of the eight 
provinces of Coroa should bo handod over to J up an. 

It is here well worthy of remark, that had the Japanese 
forces remained in Corea, Christianity would in all likelihood 
have become tho religion of the country. For some few 
years the provinces woro held by Taikosama’s troops; and 
under their protection priests of the Romish Church were 
admitted, established stations, and taught with very hopeful 
success. On the departure of tho Japanese, however, they 
were driven out, and Corea has since then boon dosed against 
foreigners; the few devoted servants of the cross who have 
ventured to preach the gospel among them, having knowingly 
gone with their lives in their hands, and in most instances 


have suffered 
martyrdom. 
Our readers 
will remem¬ 
ber that as 
recently a* 
1 866, the 
French Ad¬ 
miral went to 
Corea to pu¬ 
nish the na¬ 
tion for the 
murder of 
some French 
priests; and 
that the Cor- 
eans behaved 
so bravely, 
that he was 
unable to ef- 
ect his object. 

Why the 
Japanese 
should enter¬ 
tain any de¬ 
sign against 
the Corea ns, 
we cannot at 
all compre¬ 
hend. According to the accounts given by themselves, the 
country is very limited in extent, and is not rich in products 
of any kind. It has neither silk, tea, nor minerals. Its rice 
crop often falls short in the colder districts, and is not of goxi 
quality at the best. If there be any country less provocative 
of cupidity than another, in the Far East, it is certaiuly Corea. 

It is remarkable that the design was attributed to the 
government directly afler the close of the late civil war in 
Japan. Tho Mikado’s troops had fought well, and in some 
fights, especially in the island of Yeaso, under the very eyes 
of foreigners, they had advanced under a murderous fire, as 
steadily as veteran troops. It might have boon, that their 
success led them to pine to carry their victorious arms against 
another foe. Whethor it was so or not who can say ? The 
report was spread; and as usual gathered as it flew; until 
it was said that a very experienced member of the foreign 
diplomatic corps was to be appointed to visit Corea as the 
Ambassador for Japan. 

It is for tho home governments of the Western nations to 
decide whether it is worth their while to compel tho Coroans 
to open their polls. We doubt their attempting it, unless 
under somo unforeseen and very exceptional circumstances. 
But there would be something laughable in Japan undertak¬ 
ing an expedition against them. The Imperial exchequer is 
not so overflowing, that they are obliged to look about for 
means of scattering a surplus, and the Imperial army and 
navy uro not so perfect in all respects as to be invincible 
whero an European force failed. Japan must wait before ebo 
attempts foreign conquest, She 1ms not yet re-covered from 
the ill effects of her ovu internal struggle; and will not, with 
all her enterprise, for several years to come. 
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There is indeed, still, a struggle going On in this land, 
which is lamentable in its first effects. The government is 
endeavouring to put down Buddhism; to stamp out the last 
embers of Christianity, and to establish for all the people, tlio 
eld religion of the country, Sintooism. 

In one respect it may do good. Buddhism, with all it* 
beautiful dogmas, is but an idolatrous worship ; and it is 
much to be feared that the Christianity of the poor natives 
who have been tom from their homes and exiled, is very dif¬ 
ferent to the Christianity originally taught to them. Sintoo- 
outwardly is the worship of one Supreme Being under 
the symbol of a bright mirror, or a piece of pure white paper. 
As to its doctrines, they have been so mixed up with Bud¬ 
dhism and superstition that it is hard to say what they are. 
Probably then, the hundreds of thousands who will be de¬ 
prived of their old lights, may, instead of accepting the Im¬ 
perial gods, search for thomselvee ; and learn the truth of the 
gospel. There are many Japanese now who read the bible. 
There are some who teach its oontents to others. 

The first persecutions of the Christians in Japan, nearly 
led to the evangelization of Corea. It is not impossible that 
the present raid may be the means of turning the attention 
of the people to the subject ; and the sufferings of the martyrs 
may once more be the seed of the Church. 


JUustrationa. 


THE SAIBANSHO, YOKOHAMA. 

WELVE years ago, the Japanese government were pre¬ 
paring a place for foreigners nominally at Kanagawa, 
which was to be an open port, according to the treaties enter¬ 
ed into the preceding year. 

Within that period what changes have taken place! It is 
hard for old residents to realize that the large and flourishing 
town they now inhabit, not in a colony but in a foreign land, 
grown from the smallest dimensions within so short a 
period, and under their very eyes. Looking too, to the peace¬ 
ful life they enjoy here, it is difficult to convince themselves 
that there have been periods during which they had good 
cause for auxioty as to their personal safety. If any one 
ahould be disposed to enquire wherein lay their peril, let liim 
turn to Sir Rutherford Alcock’s “ Narrative of a three yoar’s 
residence in Japan.” There will be found an account of the 
trials of a foreign minister indood, but superadded thereto 
the dangers that awaited all foreigners in Japan, and more 
particularly in Yokohama and Yodo. 

It may be interesting oven to 44 old hands” among ourselves 
to look back, and recapitulate a few of the features that havo 
marked our acquaintance with this country. There are ono 
or two still to the fore who saw Japan long before it was 
formally opened in 1B.VJ. Tliert> are some who uxompauiod 
Commodore Terry U- 8. N. in his oxpodition, ami there aro 
several who were amongst the earliest arrivals. These latter 
Lave known the vicis-dtud's that had to bo endured from the 


commencement. They underwent the exciting times of the 
currency discussions; of the dispute as to the site ot the set¬ 
tlement; of the successive murders in Yokohama and Yedo 
and on the road between the two; the attacks on the foreign 
legations in Yodo, the burning of the English and French 
legations and of the Tycoon’s residence. They heard the 
order of the Mikado to the Tycoon to close Yokohama, and 
keep foreigners to Nagasaki and Hakodadi; and remember 
the hopeless attempts of the Tycoon and his Gorogio to obey 
the order. They saw the departure of the first embassy to 
Europe for the purpose of obtaining the consent of the Treaty 
Powers to the closing of Yokohama and to the postponement 
of opening Hiogo, Osaka, Yedo and Nee-gata. They have 
seen the whole foreign community living in a state of prepara¬ 
tion for flight—ready to embark on ships of war, appoiutod to 
receive them in case of alarm. They remember the assem¬ 
bling of the squadron for the punishment of Satsuma; the ar¬ 
rival of the French and English troops, and the formation of 
the combined fleet with which Simonosaki was attacked ; and 
so they reached the end of the year 1864. During that five 
years they and the Japanese had begun to understand each 
othor; but we fear that the knowledge thus gained was not 
of a character to increase the admiration of either for the 
other. 

Up to that time many obstructions had been thrown in the 
way of foreigners trading with the natives. The export of 
Silkworm eggs was prohibited, and after a most extraordinary 
business in silk, which in one year (1861/2) reached the large 
total of 26,000 bales, valued at the price of the day at about 
£2,500,000 sterling, the government prevented its transmis¬ 
sion to Yokohama, except in very limited quantities, and thus 
nearly put a stop to the trade for a time. 

After Simonosaki, however, things changed. We heard no 
more of having to turn out of our flourishing port. Ministers 
went down to Osaka, and obtained the Mikado’s ratification 
of the Treaties, and other advantages ; a new era seem¬ 
ed to have been ushered in, and all seemed promising, until 
on the 26th November 1866 the great fire took place, which, 
destroying one third of the native and foreign quarters, swept 
aw&y all the Japanese Custom house and Bouded warehouses, 
and left an enormous space to be relaid out and rebuilt upon. 
Advantage was taken of the clearance, to make a very marked 
division between the native and foreign settlements. They 
are now divided by a fine street 120 feet wide, on one side of 
which, at the ond nearest the sea, government or official build¬ 
ings have been erected, and lower down, good strong houses 
and warehouses, as nearly fireproof as they can be made. The 
principal building on the Japanese side is the Saibansho, as 
shewn in our illustration on page 4. It is the principal go¬ 
vernment office, at which the governor transacts his business ; 
cases are hoard as between Japanese and foreigners; all mat¬ 
ters connected with land, granted, sold, or leased to foreigners 
are settled ; and the municipal affairs generally both native 
and foreigu are dealt with. Only two foreigners, beside the 
police,are employed by the government in this department— 
Mr. Benson the municipal Director, aud Mr. W. II. Doyle. 
Both gentlemen aro Americans. 
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TH Hi IELAQ f p_ 


THE UNITED STATES CONSULATE. 

HIS building is directly opposite the Saibansho ; and con¬ 
tains under its roof, the Consular Court room; Consular 
offices; U. 8. Post office; and the private residence of the 
Consul. 

The increase of business at this Consulate since the es¬ 
tablishment of the Pacific Mail Company’s Steamers has been 
very considerable, the energy of that oompany having of itself 
created the major portion of it One large steamer in from 
San Francisco and one out, m routs to and from China; a 
weekly steamer to Shanghai, via Kobe and Nagasaki; and 
another steamer kept constantly trading between this and 
Hakodadi;—all these not only make work for the consulate 
but have done a great deal of good to the port. Sinoe they 
Ibave commenced running the trade in Tea between this 
and America has vastly increased, aud now hardly any Japa¬ 
nese tea is purchased except for American account. The im¬ 
port trade too has been vastly augmented ; and of course with 
these things, all collateral matters which produce work for the 
Consulate have multiplied. Whilst speaking of the Consulate i 
ve may say a word of the Consul—Mr. Lyon. He is a man who 
lias given strong and repeated evidence that his main desire is 
to do justice, and act uprightly in his office, as his immediate 
predecessor had done. And so far as the community at large 
is concerned, it has benefited by his vigorous dealing with the 
“loafers,” who still abound, but not to anything like the ex. 
tent they did on his arrival. In 1870, he sent upwards of 100 
out of the settlement, shipping them to America, where they 
would be able to find work if they were willing to accept it. 

THE BUND, YOKOHAMA. 

HE road running along the front of the settlement skirt- 
the sea bears this title. The dwellings in order from 
the left, are Messrs. Heoht, Lilienthal A Co., Findlay, Bichard- 
*»on & Co., A. Heard & Co., the Yokohama United Club and 
Mr. Van der Tak. Beyond that, the houses are hidden from 
•view. 


VILLAGE SCENES. 

O N page 2 and 7 are two village scenes ; the first being 
an old Japanese pony, which, having got rid of liis 
load, stands in the middle of the road, his knees securely 
tied with the rope by which when in motion he is led. The 
packsaddle and the ropes for tying on the burden, whatever 
it may be, are quite characteristic. The other picture is a 
village street, and shews the alight manner in which the 
dwellings of the lower classes are run up. A man may build 
his house, furnish and stock his shop for SI00 on the scale 
■exhibited in the picture ; and being content with vory inex* 
pensive living, muy have all he can desire and put by money 
on the* profits of his little business. 

Sflve {3mod. 

T HR tjeat information with which we can commence our record of the 
fortnight, is, that the Small i>ox epidemic has so died out that only 
an occ:i- : - mu; case i* r.ow lizard of. Tlu re arc almost always some caws 
.among tac J ipanv*!, and we can n«»w report that they art not more 


numerous than ordinary. The epidemic may therefore be amid to be at 
an end. It baa been very severe, and the deaths from the settlement, ths 
merchant ships, the men-of-war and the foreign garrisons, amount to up* 
wards of 30. 


A very unseemly dispute arose towards the close of last month be 
-LL tween the late Belgian Consul for Yokohama, and the Consul for 
Yedo. Certain transactions between a Japanese and the latter in his 
capacity as a merchant and a Japanese, had been brought before 
the former, whose authority the Belgian Minister, on his arrival 
here, did not support. The Vice Consul therefore sent in his re* 
signation, which was accepted. The fact of his haying ceased to be Vice- 
Consul was notified by Mr. Geisenheimer in the columns of two of the 
local papers; and this produced a letter from the Minister in which te 
spoke of Mr. Geisenheimer having received his “ demission " on account 
of his animosity against *he •• Comptoir Beige,” a oompany of which the 
Consul, Mr. Strauss, is the chief director in Yokohama. Mr. Geisenhemw 
replied, stating that if the Minister attached to the word demission, the 
meaning that he was dismissed from office, it was a deviation from the 
truth ; and as to his feeling against Mr. Strauss, he know little of him 
except that he had oommitted certain acts, of which he expressed his 
opinion in very plain terms. Mr. Strauss then sent Mr. Geisenheimer 
a letter calling him by names calculated to lead to a breach of the peace. 
The letter Mr. Geisenheimer denies having received; but as it produced 
no answer, Mr. 8trauss, through the columns of the Japan Herald , called 
on Mr. Geisenheimer to ** place himself at his disposal” The latter re¬ 
plied, that if Mr. 8trauss would submit the transaction which Mr. Gri- 
senbeimer had stigmatised as placing him beyond the pale of gentlemen, 
to the consideration of three merchants, and they acquitted Mr. 
Strauss, he would then meet him on any ground he chose. Such a pub¬ 
lic challenge was the best way of preventing anything in the shape of a 
hostile encounter ; but Mr. Strauss took the more reasonable course of 
indicting Mr. Geisenheimer in the North German Consular Court, for 
libel. The case is still pending. It is one of the most polyglot trials we 
ever knew. German, French, Japanese and English are spoken by toms, 
and as the case, though in reality a very serious one for the parties con¬ 
cerned, has from the nature of the correspondence in the papers, produced 
a large amount of amusement, the following letter, which appeared in 
the Japan Gazette on the 14th mat., may aptly find admission here :_ 

To the Editor of the Japan Gazette, 

Dkxe Sib, 

Referring to the report in this morning’s Mail of the Babel of tongure 
need in the trial, some such judgment as the following, which, if render¬ 
ed, might enable all parties to follow the matter :— 

II est evident que le temoignage von die wohlgebomen herren in die- 
aer case has been given in kotoba roajitta kiredomo taks&n mudacashl 
Aber wenn aller die cltco instances sout bien considered there is but little 
doubt ano kome no yakeoku etait le point d’appui of the bobbery. 

Koine okuremasen kereba le plaignant a saisi lc bargain money, y sin 
duga tenia razon if the native understood it so. Shikaae nogara mosbi 
der kaufmann ein dato hAt un le Japonnais Avait un autre cn su imagina¬ 
tion the Court is of opinion que l'affairc est bien mclang^e, 

Yours truly, 

Yokohama, 14 th February, 1871. 


T HE canal on the southern side of the settlement, has been nominally 
deepened by the Japanese, to an uniform depth of 4 feet at low 
water, in accordance with the convention entered into as far wk 
as 1865. Practically the work has been confined to a small channel, 
about 15 or 20 feet wide in the middle of the bed. The stoppage to 
traffic, therefore, that always proved an obstruction to business at low 
water, is not much relicved now, as hardly a day passes without »>me 
detention through cargo boats and coal barges getting stuck in the chan¬ 
nel. The fon i .u repu-Mrutativos who were parties to the convention, did 
not trouble ti e:,, ••! .• -! aWtl the matter, although their attention was 
repeatedly in* *• ' t- -* by the l’r^s>\ 
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A CONTRACT 
has been 
entered into by 
the Japanese 
authorities with 
* Japanese con- 
tractor, to fill 
in the whole of 
the swamp now 
covered with 
water on the 
South East side 
of the canal, 
and lying be¬ 
tween Ishikawa 
and Yoshiwara. 

It is the space 
of ground that 
the Japanese 
originally pro¬ 
mised to ns a 
race course, but 
which was ulti¬ 
mately aban¬ 
doned on ac¬ 
count of the 
heavy expense 
the filling up 
would be. 6ince 
then large por¬ 
tions of it have 
been reclaimed 
and are now 
doaely built over. 


O N the 4th inat., a meeting, called by H. B. M. Vice Consol, was held 
at H. B. M. Consulate, to hear the report of the Trustee* and Trea¬ 
surer of the English Episcopal Church for the year 1870. 

The Report was as follows : 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF CHRIST CHURCH, YOKO¬ 
HAMA, FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 1870. 

To 

Russell Robertson Esq„ 

Her Majesty's Consul, Kanagaiea. 

gin,_We have the honor to hand you enclosed, the usual statement* of 

account relative to the financial position of Christ Church at this date. 

We l*»g you will convey to Her Majesty’s Government the expression 
of our thanks for their contribution toward* ths support of the Church 
establishment for the year 1861*. 

It will be observed that there is a deficit on the Church account of 
$28.52 (£6.1.3) and on the parsonage account of $29.63 (£4.3) amount¬ 
ing in all to $48.05 (£10.4.3). We have naturally been led to enquire 
into the canse of this. We find that the expenditure of this year, com¬ 
pared with that of 1869, shows, on the two accounts, a saving of 
$191.60. and on the Church account only, a saving of $271.93. The 
contributions of British residents last year amounted to $1,971,50, but 
no contributions from other than British subjects were included in 
the account. This vear, the contributions of British resident* amount 

to . $ 1.983.0( 

And from others. «« 267.00 

Making a total of . $2,250.00 

sn that we find a well sustained and flourishing revenue, in addition 
to « diminished expenditure. The cause of the unfavourable change in 
the finances of Christ Church is therefore, it is very clear, the diminu¬ 
tion of the grant of Her Majesty’s Goverumcnt for the year 1K69 by 
tho sum $217, on the ground that an equal sum was contributed by 
others than British subjects towards the support of the Church esta¬ 
blishment. The fact of the existence of a small deficit might not be 
worthy of such lengthened notice were it not for the circum-tance that 
the expenditure of this year has been unusually small and that, had a 
normal expenditure taken place, a considerably larger deficit would have 
been the result We trust that the deduction by Her Majesty’-? Govern¬ 


ment of rhesutu 
of $217 from 
last year’s grant 
is not to b? re¬ 
garded as the 
cstabl i'hment 
of a general 
principle. We 
are by n-'mean* 
wishful to press 
upon Her Ma~ 
jcKty’s Govern¬ 
ment a claim 
for the exact 
equivalent of 
the sum set 
down in the 
accounts as con¬ 
tribut'd by Bri¬ 
tish residents, 
but seeing that 
the v a r i out 
branches of Her 
Majesty's Ser¬ 
vices, Diploma¬ 
tic, Consular. 
Naval and Mili¬ 
tary are able to 
avail them¬ 
selves of the 
usefulness of 
Christ Church, 
and that the 
officers andin**n 
of a mercantile 
Marine of no 
i n considerable 
importance arc 
g r a t ii i toust v 
provided with 
scat*, we think 
that the Trus¬ 
tees may not unreasonably and not unjustly ask Her Majesty’s Go¬ 
vernment to grant them such a proportional sum of the contributions 
of British residents as will enable them to keep the Church otabli-b- 
ment free from debt, provided the contributions of British residents ap¬ 
pear to be sufficiently liberal. 

It may be not inappropriate, at this stage to remark that we are not 
insensible of the dosirability of making step* to render the Church esta¬ 
blishment more independent of aid from Her Majesty’s Government than 
at present. You will remember that a meeting was recently held at the 
British Consulate, when it was determined to add an aide to the exist¬ 
ing Church building. The present building was erected at the joiut 
cost of the foreign community and Her Majesty’s Government, and a satis¬ 
factory report having been obtained from two competent surveyors as to 
its stability wo consulted with His Excellency Sir Harry i’arkes as to 
the proposed alteration, pointing out that the congregation of Christ 
Church would not apply to Her Majesty’s Government for any aid iu 
respect of tho aisle proposed to be added, but would undertake to pro¬ 
vide for its erection themselves, by applying the pew rents winch it 
wonld produce to the liquidatiou of the debt incurred for bttildmg it. 
This is estimated to extend over 3 or 4 years when the income proceed¬ 
ing from pew-rents in the new aisle, will he Available for ordinary Church 
purposes and thus a step of great importance will have bceu taken 
towards independence. 

We take this opp rtunity of recordiug our thanks to H. E. 8ir Harry 
Farkes for the kind interest evinced by him regarding the scheme of ad 
dition, and for the expressions of approval which after an exhaustive 
examination of the details of the scheme he was ploasod to prouounce 
upon it. 

On a former occasion it was suggested that the stipend of the Cbaplaio 
should be raised to £800 per snuum. Owing to the existing position 
of the finances we have not been able to carry this out for the present 

A considerable sum of mouey has been subscribed by the community 
for the purpose of placing an Organ in the Church which it is hoped will 
soon be here. 

We have only to say in conclusion that wo trust you will see your way 
to urge upon Her Majesty’s Government the rea* mabtaaeas of granting 
a sufficient proportion of the contributions of British residents to keep 
the Church establishment free from debt, seeing that the congregation 
ha* done and is doing all that can be expected on its behalf. 

Owing to the absence of Mr. Dallas, one of the Tru teea in Yedo w* 
have not been able to obtain his signature to the account. 

A. ALLAN SHAND,—Trust* e. 

W. G. ASPINALL,— Vrtotwvr. 
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\ NAVAL Coart of Enquiry bos been held before Mr. Rowell Robertson, 
^ (L B. M. Vico Ooasul, Lieut Vritchard, and Sub-Lieut. Jones* of 
JL B. M. 8. JUngdsee, and Captain Beckett of the Str. CUn Alpine i at 
which an investigation was entered upon as to the toes of the Barque 
A h ind *. The verdict absolved Capt Scott and his\offioer» from all 
hlame. 

T HK Japanese axe cutting a Canal from M iasissippi Baj to Yokohama, 
utilising the creek so far as it goes, which is nearly half the way. 
They have to cut through a ridge to enter the valleys of Yokohama and 
Mississippi Bay, but is a very small distance—not more than about 
300 yards, a.id they will make very short work of it The rapidity with 
which they have carried on the excavations hitherto is surprising. 

mHE would-be assassins of Messrs. Dallas and Ring have been captured. 
A- They were three old pupils of the Kaiseijo, who for some reason had 
made a compact with others of their cloth, each to kill a foreigner. Hav¬ 
ing attacked the two gentlemen, they made off, leaving their swords in 
a place of safety; but the swords being discovered led to their apprehen- 


vriTKOOl, the principal hanking house in J ap&n. has called in all the 
Ji- quarter-boo safe issued by them or the Bhoeha, on the ground of 
their having been largely counterfeited. 

A 8TKAM fire engine, built by Bband and Mason of London arrived 
on the 6th instant; and was submitted to a trial on the bund, yes¬ 
terday afternoon. 

L ABT week, a report gained currency that the North German frigate 
Hertha had given notice of her intention of leaving the port, with 
at convoy of North Gorman merchant ship*. The French Corvette 
Duplex and Iron-C lad Aleut left the harbour on Saturday, and it was 
supposed they were to He in wait outside ; but if there was ever any 
intention of the convoy putting to sea; it was abaudoned, and the 
Mertka and the merchantmen are still in port. 

T WO Gas Companies, one German and the other Japanese, have re¬ 
quired a concession from the authorities of a monopoly for twelve 
yean for supplying gas to Yokohama. The government have notified 
that whichever has the greatest number of burner* subscribed for by the 
community within 30 days, shall have the concession. Both companies 
therefore have put forth a prospectus ; the German offering to supply 
gas at $4 per 1,000 cubic feet; the Japanese Company names $3.75 as 
its price. Both are to be managed by Europeans, and each offers the 
guarantee of first rate names for careful superintendence. The Japanese 
Company have as their Manager Mr. Pelegrin, late Manager of the Gas 
-works in Shanghai, and it is their intention to establish works for the 
'Native town, whether they obtain the concession for the foreign settle¬ 
ment or not 

I^IAPTAIN Purvis, R.N., the harbour master appointed by the Japanese 
O government at this port, but whose authority is opposed by the 
Minister and Consul of the United Btaes, has been commissioned by the 
government, to advise with the government officials of Kobe as to the 
establishment of “ Holes and Regulations ” for that harbour. It is pro¬ 
bable that he will also visit Nagasaki for a like purpose. 


with his faoe downwards and scarcely able to more. Ultimatel y deat h 
came to his relief. \Ve believe that the man was a poor blind bagp r, 
and the case is one that demands very full and particular investiga¬ 
tion. 

F ROM Osaka wo hear of a terrible accident that oocurred on the trial 
trip of a newly built steamer, in whioh the workmen who had ben 
engaged in her construction were embarked for a jollification. Bhe had 
just reached the bar, when she blew up ; the explosion tearing away all 
her upper works. She sunk immediately, but in shallow water, eo that 
a portion of her hull is still to be seen. It is reported that six men were 
killed on the spot, and a great many wounded. The government, alarm¬ 
ed at the frequency of these explosions, are said to have determined on 
an examination of all engineers who seek employment on steamboats; 
and granting certificates only to those who can prove their competency. 

A T Kobe, the Pegasut is loading with raga, waste silk and tobaooo for 
Queenstown and the Lorton with tobefcoo for London, via Nagasaki. 
B. £ 0. Herald. 

T HE Nagasaki Empreu reports that two men who gave themselves up 
to the native authorities as the slayers of two Kokura nrien, wro te a 
letter to the governor of Nagasaki, giving their reasons for the deed, 
from this it appears that the two murdered men, during the war between 
their own prince and Choshiu, deserted to the latter, and gave informa¬ 
tion respecting the movements of the army to which they properly be¬ 
longed. Revenge was sworn, but no opportunity of taking it occurred 
until the night on which th6 assassination took plaoe. 

The same paper mentions an accident by which a little Japanese boy 
nearly lost his life. Mrs. Nickle of the “ Falcon Hotel" firing at some 
goats that constantly trespassed on her premises, missed them and the 
bullet struck the little fellow who was at no distance from them. By 
last accounts he was not out of danger. 

S OME well grounded excitement has been felt in Shanghai, and at all 
the other open ports in China and Japan at the capture by a French 
gunboat of a vessel flying the British ensign. The Hobert Hickmer* was 
originally a North German ship, but is stated to have been legitimately 
sold and transferred to English owners. 8he was starting for Honekonx 
in ballast; but the Captain of the French frigate Venus, having heazd 
that it was only a ruse to slip away, sent the gunboat after her. Shi 
was quickly overtaken, her crew taken out of her, and a prise crew put 
on board to take her to Saigon. The result of this capture will be watch¬ 
ed with very great interest. The British Consul and Senior Naval officer 
on the station have protested, as the vessel was transferred at home to 
British owners, and the documents attesting the transfer are in the Con¬ 
sul's bauds. The Evening Courier says that Admiral Dupid expresses 
bis intention of adhering to the line of action he has adopted in the 
matter. 


H ONGKONG papers announce the death of Mr. Hazeland, Crown 
Solicitor for the Colony. He has left a widow and a Urge family. 
Ab an old colonist and a man socially and professionally appreciated, 
his loss is much lamented. 

Mr. Edwin Sharp is provisionally appointed to suoceed him as Crown 
Solicitor. 

a AMBLING in Hongkoug flourishes. The licences this year have 
been sold for $13,000 a month, against $13,600 last year. The 
Chamber of Commerce have petitioned the Home Government against 
the licensing system. 

K OBE has now a foreign hospital, furnished and supplied with all 
necessaries, for 12 patients. 

A MASONIC Hall is about to be erected in Kobd; lot 44 on the for* 
eign settlement having been purchased as a site for it. 


P IKE has again been keeping revel in Yedo. On Saturday night last, 
shortly before midnight one broke out in the street to the right of 
the Niphon bashi, called Naniwa-cho; and burning all through the hours 
cf darkness, was only subdued about 7 o’clock on Sunday morning, after 
iaving consumed eleven important streets. At all times a misfortune, 
*uch a calamity happening just before their New Year is doubtly felt 

J APANESE Police would seem to have a great deal more power than 
the police of foreign countries, if a circumstance that occurred a few 
days ago, is sanctioned by their government Loud cries were heard 
^rooeeding from the rear of a Japanese guard house, which attracted the 
-notice of some Europeans. On going to see by what they were occasion¬ 
ed, a man was found to be susj»cudcd by a rope over a well, and several 
-Japanese policemen were taking it in turns to beat him with a stick. At 
last the unfortuuate fellow wai lowered and laid by the side of the well 


I N Osaka building is going on apace. The Hioao Newt correspondent 
writes that twice as much will be done in the first half of 1871, a> 
was done in all 1870. There is also a scheme for running a line of 
coaches from Osaka to Sakai, on which route there is a very considerable 
traffic, and the road is good. The Osaka Railway terminus is to be oo 
the North bank of the Adjikawa, near the foreign concession, instead of 
near the Mint, as originally proposed. 

A WIDESPREAD conspiracy has been discovered in Java among the 
Military. A Swiss soldier warned the authorities and 14 Swiss 
soldiers were arrested. 

Printed and published for tie proprietor , bg JAMES R. ANGLIN, 
nt the •* JAPAN GAZKTTL ’ printing Office, A*t>. 87, Main Akrert 
Yokohama, Japan. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 






THE FAR EAST. 


AN iLLGSTlATE® FORTNIGHTLY NEWSPAPER. 

[Vou I, No. XIX. YOKOHAMA, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1st, 1871. [Single Copy $1.00] 


HE third yearMeiji, or the reign of the present 
Mikado is numbered with the past, and the fourth 
is ten days old. We have seen the new year usher¬ 
ed in both by the Japanese, and the Chinese resi¬ 
dents—but with far loss hilarity on the part of the 
former than we have been accustomed to and we imagine 
that the hard business habits of foreigners must be telling 
upon them ; rendering them regardless of their old holidays 
and jollifications—or at all events, less demonstrative. 

The year that is past will be a memorable one for China, 
as having witnessed that dreadful tragedy at Tientsin, where¬ 
by foreigners were awakened to the volcano on which they 
were seated in that mandarin-ridden country, and the depth 
of the hatred with which they are still regarded among the 
literati and the influential. 

In Japan, if the year has presented a bettor appnarance on 
the whole, there have not been wanting symptoms, which 
have caused, and do still koop alive, feelings of apprehension 



rank; ” but it has in most instances made thorn governors of 
their old territories, so that practically they are much as they 
were before, except that they are a good deal freer. It has to 
be seen, whether they are as powerful. The government has 
been very anxious to bring the forces of the realm under the 
solo authority of the Mikado, but in this they have not boen 
successful. At this moment Yedo is guarded not by what we 
should call imporial regiments, but by the soldiers of special 
Daimios ; and it is difficult for foreigners to comprehend where 
the line is drawn between these troops and such as are solely 
the Mikado's. All that can be said with regard to the political 
attitude of Japan during the course of the year that is gone, 
is, that in spite of much intrigue, and constant rumours of 
ill, the poace has boen preserved, and on the surface, there is 
a general appearance of progress. 

But it closos inauspiciously. There have been troubles in 
the Sinchiu district, not more than thirty or forty miles from 
Yedo, and troojw had to be sent to quell them. Of this, we 


and distrust. 

The govern¬ 
ment, howe¬ 
ver, has been 
successful in 
uphol di n g 
the law's in 
general, and 
its own dec¬ 
rees in par¬ 
ticular ; and 
whenever it 
has been call¬ 
ed upon to 
act, it has 
shewn both 
firmness and 
activity. It 
has nominal¬ 
ly, if not re¬ 
ally, done 
away with 
much of the 
old fen dal 
system, re¬ 
ducing the 
ancient bar¬ 
ons into sim- 


should think but little, were they altogether isolated. But 

every day the 



a p preh en- 
sions so oft 
expressod, 
and by our¬ 
selves tried to 
be reasoned 
away, increa¬ 
se ; and the 
aims and acts 
of certain lea¬ 
ding men— 
notably Sat- 
suma — are 
altogether in¬ 
explicable, 
unless some 
great move 
ment is on 
foot. The Mi¬ 
kado has been 
resident in 
Yedo during 
the whole 
year. He has 
on two or 
three occa¬ 


ple “ men of 


Nfw YzajTs Street Stall. 


sions, actnsL 
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iy appeared 
in public; and 
he h&e given 
audiences to 
foreign Mini¬ 
sters and 
others, in 
style quite 
new to Japan, 
and mostgra- 
tifying to 
those whom 
he has thus 
honored. Yet 
one of the 
prom i n e n t 
rumours of 
the day, is, 
that his very 
throne must 
be upset; and 
a system ap¬ 
proaching re¬ 
publican i s m 
established : 

—an idea so 
startling that 
calm reason¬ 
ed naturally 
call it absurd. 

The fact of such a rumour finding prominence, however, 
shews how impossible it is, in this country, to attempt to state 
what the true state of the government is, orto predict the future. 

The 3fd year Meiji, estimated on foreign principles, would 
appear to have been far more progressive, wore it not for 
what is forcing itself into observation at its close. The govern¬ 
ment has established for itself confidence in tho minds of for¬ 
eigners that may enable it to carry out great plans of internal 
improvement and public benefit; and if it is strong enough 
to oppose the intrigues that are besetting it, all will be well. 
But, if Satsuma or any other of the plotters should succeed 
in carrying out their schemes, all such confidence would de¬ 
part, and Japan might find itself in a most trying position. 

With all his ambition, there is no question that Satsuma is 
the most go-ahead man in the country; and some say that his 
objection to the present rule is, that it attempts to combine 
the old system of isolation and obstructiveness with the new 
one of enlightenment and advancement. It is quite true that 
this is the case; but we believe the government itself would 
endeavour to get over this, were it not for tho pressure from 
without. It is not an easy thing for a whole nation to turn 
over abruptly from one systom to another diametrically oppos¬ 
ed to it, in a yoar or two. Wisdom would surely prompt to a 
patient development of tho new ideas. But some are of opi¬ 
nion that Satsuma has gone so far, and involved himself so 
doeply, that he is now driven to desperation and will proceed 
to any length to rid himself of his liabilities. 

l)id wo see notliiug of evil looming before us, we should 
have been inclined to have spoken of tho past Japanese year, 


as eminently 
peaceful and 
pro gressive. 
But with the 
a p pearances 
that are be¬ 
coming more 
and more pal¬ 
pable, it is to 
be feared 
that all is not 
so bright as 
it has seemed. 

Satsuma is 
ever the pro¬ 
minent name. 
It was Satsu¬ 
ma who was 
the head and 
front of the 
rebellion 
which put 
down the 
T ycoonate 
and placed 
the Mikado 
in his true 
and ancient 
position. It 
was Satsuma 

who wan ever looked upon as the champion of the beneficial 
charges that have been taking place; but it is Satsuma who 
is now said to plot the overthrow of all that has been so re¬ 
cently set up. Satsuma is therofore “ The Great Incompre¬ 
hensible ” of Japan. It is he who renders the task of esti¬ 
mating the true position of the country so hard. It is he, who 
being the most powerful noble in the country might do 
more for its good than any other. But what he will do— 
and how his designs tend, the year now just commenced may 
determine. 


SHt* Jllustrations. 


NEW YEAR’S STREET STALLS. 

IKE all countries with any kind of civilisation, the Japan¬ 
ese usher in the Now Yoar with great preparations and 
outward signs of rejoicing. They commence a few days be¬ 
fore the close of the old year to set their houses in order, by 
thoroughly turning them inside out, cleansing them, and re¬ 
newing old and worn out articles, such as the mats of the 
floors, tho paper windows, the cooking and washing gear, with 
such other things as their circumstances admit of their indulg¬ 
ing in. To this end, in all the towns and villages, stalls arc 
permitted to be erected, after the manner of our fairs, and as 
all the articles sold there are considered to be both good and 
cheap, the multitude of buyers i9 considerable. The decora¬ 
tions for the houses are also sold at these stalls ; and us these 



New Year’s Street Stalls. 
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are even more a feature with the Japanese than with us, a 
roaring trade is driven. On the last day of the old year, 
however, all the stalls are removed, and for nearly a month 
the enjoyments of the new year wore wont to oontinue ; cer¬ 
tain days in its course being particularly set apart for visit¬ 
ing, feasting and merry makiug. 

The scene in a Japanese street on New Year’s day, if tho 
weather be fine, is one, once seen, not to be forgotteu. All 
the people turn out in their best; the officials passing, over 
and anon, in their drosses of ceremony, so spick and span, to 
pay tlieir congratulatory visits to their superiors and to one 
another. The people, young and old, in motion, some paying 
visits, some flying kites which are so numerous as to be like a 
flight of birds in the air, and some playing battledore and 
shuttlecock. Every house is decorated; and that too with 
some degree of taste. Mr. Mitford thus describes tho decora¬ 
tions ; from whence it will be seen that each olomeut of tho 
display has a marked and definite meaning and is emblema¬ 
tical of some virtue supposed to appertaiu to tho origiual. 

But not the people only are dressed out to do honour to the day. The 
city itself has been turned iuto a vaat ffrove of fir* aud waving launlxxai. 
As we on Christmas Kvc de^k our limine* with holly and ami 

evergreen*, so on the 2Htb or ‘3th day of the 12th month the Japanene 
begin decorating their house* to greet the new year. The proper decora¬ 
tion for each house is a fir tree on one side of the door ana u l>amboo on 
the other, between which is stretched a rope of straw, such as those which 
are hung up outside temples to keep out evil influences. To the centre 
of this rope is attached a sort of bouquet, made up of a boiled lobster, a 
piece of charcoal, a large orange, a dried persimmon, a frond of bracken, 
a leaf of the evergreen oak, and a piece of seaweed. Each of these has 
its special signification. The fir and bamboo arc evergreen emblems of 
long life ; the lobster, strong in spite of its crooked back, is a type of 
hale though bent old age; the undccayiug charcoal represents imper¬ 
ishability ; the name of the orange, dvi-dtti, means, by a pun “from 
generation to generation,” and the fruit itself, which hangs longer to the 
tree than any other, is a token of longevity ; the dried persimmon, the 
sweetness of which is so lasting, is typical of the unchanged sweetness of 
conjugal love aud fidelity ; the bracken is slow to fade ; the oak leaf, 
which is supposed not to fall off until the young leaf has put forth an 
appearance, signifies that parents shall not die until tlieir children have 
gTown up to take their place ; lastly, the seaweed, howj/n , or stands 

lor the last two syllables of the word yarokobu , to be happy. All these 
various emblems are hung up to pray the Year God to protect tlic house 
and its inmates from evil during the ensuing twelve mouths ; and just as 
we take down our evergreens on twelfth night, so do the Japanese ou tlie 
7th day of the new year take down and stow away their decorations, 
which on the 14th day are with all solemnity burnt as a sacrifice to tSai 
mo Aami, the God of Roads and Protector of Travellers. 

The origin of this custom is lost in antiquity ; it is alluded to in the 
collection of poems called “ The Hundred Heads,” which was gathered 
together by the Kmpcrof Horikawa at the end of the eleventh century, 
where, in the poem by one of the nobles of the Court called Akisuyc is to 
be found the following passage :—“ When the fir trees arc placed at the 
doors we know that the night will break into the morning of the new 
yc. r.” In town and in the country, by noble and peasant alike, the new 
car is welcomed in this way ; only the Mikado and the old grandees of 
is Court, who have their own manners and customs in all tilings, form 
mn exception to the rule. 

We have given on our first and second pages pictures of 
stalls, at which the purchases are made preparatory to the 
New Year ; and we have to regret that an accident has pre¬ 
vented our furnishing a representation of the holiday scene 
in the streets, in this number, as was our intention. 


THE JAPANESE PRISON, TOBE. 

NE of the public buildingB connected with our district is 
the unpretending modem edifice, pictured on page A. 
It is the public gaol for the district of Kanagawa, and lies 
al»out half way between the foreign settlement of Yokohama, 
and the old native town of Knnngawa. Here all the worst 
prisoner*, the long scutonml and the condemned are incarce¬ 


rated; and being in tho hundred or parish of Tube, it is always 
spoken of by foreigners as the Tube, as if that were the natno 
of tho prison. It is but a few Japanese houses, enclosed 
within a wooden enclosure, and nothing is to be seen of a 
particularly prison character. But t he treatment of prisoners 
is very rigorous. They are huddled together, several being 
obliged to sit on one mat :—and they are from time to time, 
if their offences bo serious, taken out to be beaten. Should 
they be under sentence of capital punishment, they arc not 
kept separately, nor are they told of their sentence until short¬ 
ly before their oxocution, w hen they uro led out; and kneel¬ 
ing lwfore tho officials of the prison their sentence is read to 
them, and they are allowed but little respite ere they are hurried 
off to tho small court yard, in which kneeling on tho edge of 
a hole about six inches deep, tlieir head is with one swift 
sweep of tho executioner’s sword severed from the body, ami 
l»oth head and trunk full prone into the hole. 


THE TEMPLE, TOBE. 

IIE body of tho criminal is not allowed to remain very 
many seconds where it has fallen; but is picked up by 
the attendants, packed in straw mats, and carried off for 
burial at the tomple shown on page 5. All prisoners who 
die within the prison ure also buried here—and by rights the 
burial place is only for these. But strange as it may seem, 
thnro aro some of tho worthy people of the neighbourhood who 
here find a last homo for their friends; as if acknowledging 
tha t in death all arc oquul—the just and the unjust. 


THE AINOS. 

HE Aborigines of the Island of 4 Yeso, called Ainos, are a 
race of peculiar inter ost. Of tlieir origin nothing is 
known ior certain. By some it instated that they are descend¬ 
ants of exiled Hussions who came from Siberia (and tlieir 
lan guage bears more resemblance to Hussion than Japanese); 
and by others that they are to Jupon what the ancient Britons 
were to England. At one time they were found as far south 
as Sendai if not close to Yedo. Their own version of their 
origin, is that thoy are the offspring of a mermaid and a dog, 
and in all Japanose books and paintings they are so illustrated. 
At present they form the principal inhabitants of Yeso, its 
surrounding islands aud of Saglialien. Their number is vari¬ 
ously estimated, but a good authority places it about 500,000 
in all. They are chiefly fishers along the coast of Yeso and 
after the fishing season is over are engaged in bear and deer 
huuting at which they are very expert. They are much op¬ 
pressed by the Japanese—kept in total ignoranc e—and neither 
allowed to be taught, nor to possess anything beyond articles 
for tlieir absolute necessities. Being almost the slaves of tlieir 
masters they are paid in clothes, rice and saki, but never in 
money. Their religion is simple adoration of the 8un and 
reverence for their ancestors—and of course tyrants. They 
They have no written language, though a most interesting dic¬ 
tionary of some 2,000 words which he had learnt, was pub¬ 
lished in French by Abbe Mermet, long a resident in Hako- 
dadi. 

They aro a very hairy race, having hair down their backs, 
which we think is found in no other race of men. Tho men 
shave tho top of their heads only. The women tattoo above 
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lie lips and between the eyes joining their eyebrows. Their 
language is soft and their manners singularly gentle and at¬ 
tractive. When stimulated by foreign alchohol, they timidly 
venture to observe “ that they having beards like foreigners 
are their brothers.” Of the pictures on page 7 

No. 1. Is an average specimen of the Aino fisherman— 
there is but one class, no grades being allowed except those 
of age. In height they are about 5 ft. 2in., well proportioned 
and of much nutural strength. Long years of servitude to 
their Japanese rulers have utterly crushed all independence, 
and they seem ever unconscious that they are entitled to any 
treatment but that which their masters always serve and often 
brutally inflict upon them. Except on feast days or rather days 
on which they are allowed to enter Hakodadi to pay tribute 
to the authorities, tlieir dress consists of but one garment 
which is given to them by tlieir employers, and is imported 
chiefly from Osaca or Yedo ; their gaiters are made by them" 
selves and ft re often of elaborate if not tasty pattern. 

They are singularly frightened of small pox and at the 
faintest alarm, invariubly flee to the hills surrounding their 
villages. It is said that no Aino ever survives the disease, 
and certainly one pock-marked has never been known. The 
probability is of course that none are ever attacked by it. 

No. 2 is the hut in wliich either from tradition or necessity 
all Amos dwell. In marshy soils it is raised on logs as seen 
in the Photograph. In sandy places and on the beach (where 
are most of the villages) it is on the ground. They are mostly 
built in covered or protected places, but withstand better than 
one would suspec t, the cold and ram. A large space in the 
centre lined with earth or stones is reserved for the fire where 
logs are burnt all day, the perpetual smoke from which, gives 
a sort of veneer to the interior which perhaps acts as some 
protection from the weather. Large families of seven or eight 
live there, no matsaie allow ed—only the commonest descrip 
tion of Japanese Fukong (bed). 

No. 3. Two Aiiius at meals. It will be noticed that in. 
stead of kneeling like the Japanese, these extraordinary peo¬ 
ple squat—and their mode of salutation instead of bowing in¬ 
to lift their hands slowly in front of thoir bodies to their head 
bringing them down gently in stroking their beards. Before 
drinking they invariably dip a chopstick into the oup and 
raise it above their hands. This is done two or three times 
and we believe expresses adoration for the Sun, for their an¬ 
cestors, family and host. They are staunch votaries of Bac¬ 
chus and in their cups are often inspired into some dull mono¬ 
tonous dirge, or to “ dancing,” which consists of hopping on 
each leg alternately, and most resembles the evolutions of the 
Japanese wrestler preparatory to commencing action, though 
of course in a less decided or regular way. Drunkenness is not 
however common, and quarelling seems of extremely raro oc¬ 
curence. 


$he {}et[iod. 

fpHK men who attacked Messrs. Dallas and King were not, at» formerly 
-L reported by u*. pupils of the Kaiaeijo, but of the Chinese College, 
an institution that was replaced by the present school. As yet no pun* 
id uncut lias been dealt to them, so far as wc can lean. The reason 
of the delay is that two of them have declared that the third was the 
only one who used his sword. He denies it ; and although he has been 


put to all sorts in torture resolutely declares his innocence. By Japan 
eae law, a man cannot be decapitated until he has acknowledged his 
crime. 

Mr. Dallas is co far recovered that he has recently spent several dayi 
in Yokohama among his friends. He has now resumed his duties at the 
College. M r. Ring has not advanced so far, but is going on fast towards 
convalescence. 


A N impudent robbery was committed on the 17th ultimo, in the 
streets of Yokohama. A lady was walking towards her home 
when she was accosted by one of those pests of the place—the loafers— 
who followed her some little distance. Feeling uDeasy as to the fellow's 
motives, and seeing a gentleman at no distance, she hastened her steps 
and called out; but the fellow making a grab at her broach, wrenched 
it violently from its place, and bolted at the top of his speed. He was 
hotly pursued, but without effect. It was subsequently found that the 
lady's watch chain was also broken, and part of it carried off by the 
thief, but fortunately the watch which had been attached to it, remained 
safe in the waistband. 

Thin and some other daring *cts on the part of these gentry have 
made the police very strict with them ; and several have been taken up 
and lodged in gaol as a preliminary to deportation at the earliest oppor¬ 
tunity. 


O N Sunday the ltfth ultimo, a very violent shock of earthquake was 
lelt at about 2 o’clock PJi. It was not less severe than that of 
May last, and caused a good deal of alarm. 


I N a high wind on the 18th ultimo, the roof of an English guard house 
was blown away entirely ; and the French * Hopital Annexee,’ was 
blown down bodily. There was no cue in it at the time. 

S ERIOUS riots have occurred in the province of Sinchiu, about 30 or 
40 miles beyond Yedo. Government sent troops to put them 
down ; but the tirst band sent was not sufficiently strong, and others 
have gone to reinforce them. The cause of the outrage is aaid to be in 
connection with the paper money, but that is very doubtful 


O N tbc 17th Feb., Mr. Longford, of H. B. M.’s Legation, met with a 
painful accident. He was riding on the New Road, and was talk¬ 
ing with a lady in a carriage, when his pony became restive and threw 
him ; breaking his arm in two places. He is doing well. 


TP HE rival gas companies are still keeping their schemes before the 
X. public, each in expectation of obtaining that support from the for¬ 
eign community which will entitle it to the concessions promised by the 
Japanese government to the one that shall shew within 30 days, the sub¬ 
scription list for the largest number of burners. We cannot but think 
that as the Japanese Company is determined to establish itself for Japa¬ 
nese town under any circumstance*, it were as well to allow both to erect 
their works and start, if they feel so disposed. If there is sufficient 
scope for the Japanasc company in Japanese Town, there certainly must 
be so for the German Company in the foreign settlement. And com¬ 
petition might be good for all parties. 

M R. F. J. Barnard has this day been readmitted by the Acting Assist¬ 
ant Judge, W. C. Hannen, Esq., to practice in H. B. M. Supreme 
Court, from which he was suspended by Mr. Lewder when acting as 
H. M. Consul at Kanagawa. 


M R. Strauss, of the Comptoir Beige, has withdrawn his action against 
Mr. Gciscnheimer for libel. The reason be alleges is that he 
being a Belgian, his acts are to l>e judged by Belgian laws not by Gcr. 
man ; and his ease with Mr. Geiscnbeimer's being judged by the German 
law he may suffer should the decision of the German Consul General be 
against him. Mr. Gci-enlieiiner hu>, in a letter to the Belgian Minister 
in the Japan Jit raid hurled back on him tbc epithet “ calumniator,’* 
which M. de lmodeubeck hail applied to him ; and the latter again 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



THE fab east 


7 


uses the columns of the official 
organ to explain his part in 
the proceedings. Very unwise 
in him ; especially as he places 
himself in the position of an 
advocate of Mr. Strauss. 

T HE 8.8. Jkahor lefton the 
22nd ulto., to visit all the 
lighthouses on the coast, com¬ 
pleted or in progress of build¬ 
ing. It was expected that 
she would be away about six 
weeks ; but a change in the 
plans of the government will 
hasten her return, in order 
that she may take a large 
party of high officials to Osaka 
to be present at the cere¬ 
monial opening of the new 
Mint. 

F ROM the Osaka Corres¬ 
pondence of the fliogo 
Aries, we learn that ** the coins 
for which dies hare been 
made or intended to be made" 
at the Mint are ; 

Gold.—$ 10, $5, and *2. 
8 ilv R.—$1, 60 cents, 20 
cents, 10 cents, and 5 cents. 

Copper.— l cent, half cent, 
and 1 mil. 

This last named representing 
the 1,000th part of the new 
dollar, which latter coin is 
to be the unit of the future 
coinage.'* 

With regard to the Niboos, 
the coin about which so much 
controversy took place some 
time past in Yokohama, the 
correspondent writes :— 

“ Here I saw all the par¬ 
aphernalia required for the 
reduction of those rascally gilt 
counters known as niboos into 
their original constituents. I 
was much interested with a 
collection of bits of gold each 
of which represented the quan¬ 
tity contained in a given 
weight of niboo metal. Coins 
for this purpose had been col¬ 
lected from Custom-houses in 
▼arious parts of Japan, and 
the difference in quality whs 
fonnd to be exceedingly great. 
From the best, a button of 
gold about the site of half a 
pea. and equal to 23 per cent 
of the gross weight, was 
obtained. From the worst, a 
morsel the seize of an ordinary 
pin's head only was got—this 
Utter gold was worth only 
one forty-sixth of that which 
is contained in the best niboos, 
that is to say, the worst 





variety of tiiboo metal con¬ 
tained but*o«r half ptr ernt. 
of its gross trrignt in gold. 
Pretty well in the debasement 
of coinage, that ! But not 
content with reducing the 
proportion of gold to this, 
infinitesimal point, the fa¬ 
bricators had substituted cop¬ 
per or tine instead of the 
missing precious metals. Home 
of the worst coins were so 
brittle that they might easily 
be broken between the finger 
and thumb. All the best, as 
well as the worst, shewed a 
white surface when fractured. 
The metal run from the U**t 
of these coins is in appearance 
indistinguishable from silver.** 


TT E. M. t’Kint de Ilooden. 
-U-* beck, the Belgian Minis¬ 
ter, has expressed to the Pekin 
government, in a letter, a copy 
of which he furnished to the 
Shanghai Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, his entire disapproval 
of the manner in which the 
Tientsin massacre was pro¬ 
posed to be settled. The Lowly 
Superior and another of the 
murdered Sisters of Mercy 
were Belgians ; and as among 
the victims of the massacre 
were included French, Rus¬ 
sians, English, Belgians and 
Italians, the sisterhoou in¬ 
cluded the four last nation¬ 
alities. M.d’Roodcnbeck, after 
stating that the punishment 
of the mandarins was unsus¬ 
ceptible of proof says :— 

“ For the unequalled crime, 
then, which it has been my 
painful duty to sketch, where 
21 victims belonging to dif- 
erent nationalities—English, 
Belgian. French, Italian ami 
Russian—met so bar baron* a 
death, under the eyes of the 
impassable Officials—a crime 
in which the greater part of 
the population of Tientsin took 
part, or which it at least ap¬ 
plauded, and which has rung 
through the whole world, the 
Chinese Government confine* 
itself to executing a few 
obscure individuals, who were 
led to the place of punish¬ 
ment in grand costume aud 
as martyrs. It is even n*»- 
sorted that indemnities, var¬ 
ying from Tls. 2.V) to Tls. 50U, 
have l»ecn granted by the 
Chinese Authorities, to the 
families of the culprits. 
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It is to be feared that the Chinese people will fail to see in the 
circumstances attending that chastisement, a sufficient reprobation, by 
their Government, of the massacre ; and in that case, what guarantee 
does the chastisement offer against a repetition of similar crimes f 
Furthermore, what proofs, or even assurances, are given to the Foreign 
Representative that the chastisement has reached the actual culprits, 
those who were at the head of the plot, and who arranged it T 

Should not the Government of his Majesty the Emperor of China, in 
the interest of its dignity and its honour, ahd to escape responsibility, 
institute a rigorous enquiry such as I have never oeased to demand, and 
at which delegatee of the Foreign Representatives at Peking may be 
present in order to convict and to punish the principal culprits, whoever 
they may be ? ” 


T HE Murder of Hirnsawa Sangi, member of the Imperial Council, as 
described to us is one of the coldest blooded affairs wc ever heard of. 
He was asleep with wife by his side when the man entered. The man 
must have got Into the garden and thence into the hoase without being 
heard, and ashiswife awoke, she saw the sword of the assassin desoead and 
kill him by splitting his skull. She was about to scream, when the man 
pat his hand on her mouth ; and told her to be quiet or he would kill her 
too. He then gagged her, and tied a cloth over her mouth ; and taking 
the ribbon attached to his sword, he tied her hands and fastened her to 
the wall. He then returned to his victim, and raising the head by its 
hair, grimly looked it vengefully in the faoc—addressing it in such 
language as—“ Ha ! here you are at last—I’ve killed ye. -Take that too 
—and that, and that ”—cutting off a member, such as the nose and cars 
as he spoke. He then made several slashes at the body—breast, arms, 
legs, and wound up by piercing the already mangled corpse with the 
point of his sword. When he could no longer wreak his devilish nature 
oo the dead, he turned to the woman in the most deliberate manner, 
wiped the sword with the bed clothes, and returned it to its sheath. He 
then told her that he was about to unbind her, but if she uttered a sound 
he would strike her dead. He then removed the bandages from her face, 
and untied her hands ; and asked her whether there was any money in 
the house, threatening if she refused to tell him, she should die. As 
however, his sword was sheathed, she hastily cried that she did not know 
and ran screaming away. The alarm being thus given, the fellow made 
good his exit, and has not yet been captured. Our informant docs not 
connect this with the band of men who were said to have gone to the 
Daijokwan. He says the man is almost sure * to be taken, os there are 
strong reasons for suspecting who was the murderer. When the friend 
of Hirosawa went to take up his body, and examine it, they found that it 
was so hacked that it was impossible to lift it by any member—his arm6 
for instance were merely hanging by pieces of flesh, a doctor had to be 
obtained to tie the body together for sepulture. His head was not 
severed from his body, but it would have been useless attempting to re¬ 
cognise him by his features, from the manner in which he had been 
mutilated. There were in all 13 wounds. 

Hirosawa was a high officer of Choshiu’s clan. The Daijokwan, contains 
among its members, men of Satsuma. Nabeshima, Choehiu and Tosa. A 
conspiracy has been discovered to kill all of them ; but we cannot quite 
fathom the seat of the conspiracy nor its motives. It is also uncertain as 
yet, whether the murderer belonged to the conspirators or not. If he be 
captured and his crime brought home to him, that will probably be re¬ 
vealed. Meanwhile the excitement in Yedo continues. 


PIRATE8 IN SHANGHAI HARBOUR. 

A BOUT half past two yesterday afternoon, two men, whose wet clothes 
showed they had been in the water, rushed into the Hongkew 
Police Station saying their boat had been seized by pirates. As soon os 
a few well-directed questions had given coherence to their excited utter¬ 
ances their statement was found to run as follows :—They were boatmen, 
who with two shipmates started in their boat, the ordinary small coast 
junk, with a general cargo and three passengers, for some place in the 
large island of Tsung-ming, outside Woosung. They had got to a dis¬ 
tance of about 150 miles from Shanghai when, probably about Saturday 


afternoon, a more powerful boat ran alongside of them and seven armed 
men boarded their boat and clapped them under hatches which they 
battened down. Some of the pirates took charge of their prise, the 
others remained in their own boat The ideas of the four boatmen and 
three passengers as to time and place became of course very vague after 
{hi*- But yesterday afternoon two of the boatmen managed by ingenious 
excuses to get on deck for a little. To their great delight they found 
themselves at the foot of Shanghai harbour, not far from Gibb, Living¬ 
ston k Co’s, godowna. Being a foreign ship close by, ;hey made sure the 
pirates would not use their pistols so close to foreigners, and leaped si¬ 
multaneously into the water, swam ashore, and used all dispatch im 
reaching the Police Station. 

As may be supposed no time was lost in looking after the marauders, 
two constables in a sampan with the bamboo screen down, crept hastily 
down the river. The pirates, as soon as they saw the boatmen get ashore 
became apprehensive of consequences, got up anchor and made for Woo¬ 
sung ; but the wind was dead ahead and their progress was so slow 
that the Police sampan was soon within a few yards of the captured 
junk. But, making sure of their prise too soon, the police pulled up 
their bamboo screen and were no sooner seen by the pirates than the 
latter put their helm hard up, and giving a full spread of sail to the 
wind, boldly headed back for Shanghai. This bold movement dis¬ 
concerted the plans of the police who were, of course, soon left far 
behind. Scanning eagerly every nook and corner of the harbour as they 
came up, the police at length found the boat lying at Canton Road Jetty, 
bat, as was to be expected, all the pirates had mads their escape. But 
as both the boatman, and the police can recognise the persons of the 
pirates, it is to be hoped that the desperadoes may yet be heard of; 
though with such possibilities of concealment and escape as Shanghai 
and its neighbourhood affords, the chances are greatly in their fsvour 
They are all Cantonese, and certainly their daring tactics more resemble 
what wc occasionally read of as occurring between Hongkong and Can¬ 
ton than anything we have heard of for years in these northern waters 
— Shanghai- Evening Courier. 


STEAM SHIP BUILDING IN JAPAN. 

T is always a pleasing to the journalist to record scientific and me¬ 
chanical progresa of any country and especially of one like Japan 
anxious to become placed on a footing with western nations. We have 
from time to time noticed in our columns the progress being made in the 
branch of work executed at this port, for, and on account of the Japan¬ 
ese, as set forth in the heading hereto, and we now publish a few parti¬ 
culars with reference to the Sakata Man, lately launched at Hiogo. She 
is intended to ply a passenger trade, to and from Kobe and Osaka, and 
we believe she will be ready to take her trial trip in about another fort¬ 
night From her appearance we should say that she will prove the 
most comfortable boat on this line, to travel in, and as such will be one 
additional public advantage gained for the rammer season, when the re¬ 
sidents and visitors enjoy an excursion to Osaka and back and especially 
so when it can be made with ease, comfort and a sense of safety. 

With reference to the last, wc are glad to hear that our suggestions 
for securing the same have taken effect and that the Bahata Man will 
be in charge of a foreign engineer ; there can be no doubt in the minds 
of the Japanese themselves that in order to guard agAinat the contin¬ 
gencies of accidents, loss of life and property, such appointments will be 
necessary for some time to come, and that equivalent advantages will be 
gained thereby. 

The Sakata Man is 75 feet in length and 13 in breadth, whilst great 
care has been token in the building of her, both as regards solidity and 
comfort. Her engines and boiler are being put in by Mr. J. H. Wignall, 
of the Hiogo Foumlry, and we understand that her machinery is very 
superior. 

We trust that the career of the Sakata Man will prove a successful 
one, exempt from accidents, and a payable concern.—//. # O . Herald. 

Printed and pnbtifhrd for the pruprittor, by JAMES R. ANGLIN, 
at the “Japan Gazette* Printing Olpee t As. 87, Mam Street 
Yokohama. Japan. 
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NIYEEfiAL SUFFRAGE! We hare lately heard 
this subject mooted Among very intelligent Japan¬ 
ese, and dogmatically declared to be absolutely ne- 
oessary for the country. And at the same time has 
been published in the local papers a remark of one 
oi the Japanese Ministers for foreign affairs, that although 
In foreign countries the people take part in the government, 
here it is not so. From the deified Mikado to the ballot and 
universal suffrage is a long stride ; but as we have said, we 
have heard it seriously discussed by Japanese gentlemen, one 
of whom warmly declared it to be “ a thing that must come.” 

In the Japan Herald a few days ago, the despatches of Mr. 
de Long, the U. 8. Minister to Japan, on the subject of the 
persecution of Christians, were published. From these we 
find confirmation from the lips of Japanese statesmen, that 
the rule of the Mikado is so exclusively based on the popular 


belief in his divine ancestry and descent, that were this dog¬ 
ma upset, his sceptre would be rendered powerless, and his 
sway would be imperilled. For this reason it is, that native 
Christians have suffered persecution. And it is highly pro¬ 
bable that this may have been the main objection in the 
minds of recent Mikados, to the admission of foreigners. 

With the internal government of Japan, foreigners admit¬ 
tedly have no right to meddle ; and it is provided for in the 
treaties, that there shall be no interference with fixe religion of 
Japan. But how can treaties avail to stop the flow of intelli¬ 
gence ? It is but needed that the people be educated, to up¬ 
set all the superstitious ideas of the semi-divinity of the Mi¬ 
kado'; and when this, which is stated to be a fundamental be¬ 
lief, is taken away, the people will soon cast about for a faith 
to take its place. Man has been described to be a 44 religious 
a nimal.” He naturally seeks something to worship, some- 
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thing to vene¬ 
rate ; and the 
intelligent be¬ 
ing, who hav- 
i n g been 
brought up in 
one belief, 
find* that false, 
doee not stop 
at this nega¬ 
tive point, but 
goes on en¬ 
quiring and 
seeking, that 
he may discov¬ 
er what is true. 

Already in Ja¬ 
pan. there are 
myriads who 
have got the 
length of 
laughi n g at 
the notion of 
the divine de¬ 
scent of the 
Teuno; who 
declare that 
all the millions 
of gods wor¬ 
shipped by the Japanese are but beatified spirits; and 
that there is but one true God. They can hardly stop 
there; but will be willing listeners to those who can tell 
them of the religion of revelation. Some have got the 
length of making light of ail such matters ; and had rear li¬ 
ed this |H»int, too, before Japan was opened to foreigners. 
We do not speak of these. There are many Japan¬ 
ese, as the persecutions in Kiusiu reveal to us. who have 
clung to their Christianity in spite of all the heavy penalties 
that had to be endured in olden times. What their Chris¬ 
tianity may be, it is impossible to say. Hut there are many 
bible Christians, who have become so since the opening of 
the ports, and these will act as leaven to spread the truth 
throughout Japau. 

If then this be so, that the spread of Christianity cuts at 
the very root of the Japanese Imperial system, and there can 
be no question that it does, is it therefore to he persecuted ? 
Surely not. Christianity will teach mou to have a proper 
understanding as regards the origin and nature of the ruler ; 
but it will teach them also, whilst they refuse to yield to him 
honours to which no mortal may aspire, to yield to him all 
the obedience the law requires, and the respect his character 
deserves. There need be no fear of any disloyalty on the 
part of Christians, a« such. If the government lie bad and 
should rule in the name of the Mikado tyranicaUv, the men 
who have the courage to throw off the cloak of ignorance 
are not unlikely to bo the most active in throwing down the 
gauntlet to the oppressor*. It is not however, their Christianity 
that make* them do this. As it is their superior intelligence 
that makes them reject their old superstitions, so it is their 
superior intelligence that makes them perceivn and oppose 


bad govern¬ 
ment. But if 
the ruler and 
his govern¬ 
ment act for 
the good of 
the country 
and people, 
the most 
faithful and 
obedient sub¬ 
jects will be 
the Chris¬ 
tians. 

The govern¬ 
ment then are 
unwise to act 
harsh 1 y to 
these people. 
The more 
they do s o, 
the more dif- 
ficul t will 
they find it to 
hold their 
own. Let 
them sep a- 
rate them 
and scatt e r 

them ovor the land as they may, the only effect will be 
to scatter seed throughout the country instead of allowing 
it to remain in one place. As regards many of those 
who have become recent converts, they have an advant¬ 
age which the Kiusiu Christians had not—a knowledge of 
the liible, and a fondness for its perusal. The former may 
possibly fall away from the faith. They have received it 
in a manner that by no means guarantees its perman¬ 
ence ; and from till that we can learn, theirs is little more 
than Christianity in name. But it is different with recent con¬ 
verts, who have accepted it from conviction, and to all appear¬ 
ance cling to it from affection. 

It is always to be deplored when a State considers that it 
is based on any exclusive article of faith ; and the fact that 
the Emperor, Mikado or Tenno of Japan, asserts his author¬ 
ity solely by divine right is likely to act injuriously, as similar 
claims have elsewhere. It is not only Christians who oppose this 
dogma. Buddhists do so equally ; and though in some regions, 
t lie Buddhist priests have purchased at an enormously high prioe, 
friMslom from molestation, in other directions they are actively 
preaching their own doctrines in opposition to Sintooism, the 
religion of the Mikado. About Yokohama there seems to be 
an immense amount of positive indifference. The people 
however, being constantly kept on the qui tit$ by the curio¬ 
sity of foreigners on political matters, are getting into the 
habit of talking on such subjects themselves :—and this it is 
that leads to discussion as to the best government for the 
country. 

The Mikado. however, has one thing in hi* favour. Tho 
trading class know nothing of the use of arms of any kind. 
The Samourni are the fighting class, and they do not reason 
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for themselves, as a rule; but whatever their chief orders, 
they do. So long then as the chiefs can be kept to their al¬ 
legiance, there is little fear for the rest. Discussion may arise, 
and even the extreme doctrines of radicalism or republicanism 
may be propounded, but so long do such things take to cul¬ 
minate in Japan, that the Mikado himself may have been 
converted before the public at large begins to care how or by 
whom they are governed. 

It is most ardently to be hoped, that the government may 
see the folly of persecuting any of its subjects for religion’s 
sake. This, more than anything else will lead to outcry, and 
to dissensions which may terminate otherwise than as the 
oppressors intend. At present we are hopeful that all the 
troubles said to exist throughout the empire from north to 
south and east to west, will be got rid of without resort to 
war, or to the injury in any shape of the Mikado or his go¬ 
vernment. But anything like interference with the people’s 
religion is full of risk, and calculated to turn the best friends 
into the deadliest foes. 


SThr JUuBtrations. 


KITAQATA NO AMANOME. 

HE village pictured on page 1 of our present number was, 
three years ago, some distance outside of the settle¬ 
ment ; from which it was so completely cut off by the barracks 
of the English garrison stationed on the Bluff at Yokohama, 
that it could not have been spoken of even as a suburb. It 
was a few houses, either themselves belonging to fanners, or 
with commodities for supply to the farmers round. It is now 
completely surrounded by foreign residences; and its trade 
is principally the supply of foreign spirits or groceries to the 
Camp, or to foreign buyers, with a few shops to supply its 
greatly increased Japanese population. Running down at 
the back of the South Camp, it forms the commencement of 
the New Hoad; and we dare swear few of those who pass 
through it daily ever thought it would make such a pretty 
picture. The view is taken from the lower end, looking up¬ 
wards. 


MIOKODJI YATO. 

LITTLE below Kitagata we come to the village pour- 
trayed on fpage 7, in which is situated the rice store 
depicted on page 2. , Every one passes through it on the way 
to our Rifle Range. 


COMEYA NO TSKIBA. 

HE Japanese have the knack of attaining their ends by 
very simple means. The illustration on page 2, re¬ 
presents a Rice Mortal*; and it is used for bruising the bran 
from the Rice. The modm operandi will be fully comprehend¬ 
ed from the picture. After the rice has been well pounded 
in the mortar, it is passed through a winnowing machine, and 
the nice white rice is now ready for consumption, and the 
bran—for what would our readers think ? For 8oap! It is 
put into little bags, and used at the bath houses. The bag 
and its contents being saturated, a kind of white ooze comes 
from it on pressure, of n very saponaceous feel, although it 


does not make any lather ; and this was the universal lubri¬ 
cator before foreigners introduced soap. As it is, the majori¬ 
ty of Japanese use it still, but those who have been about 
foreigners, if unable to afford to buy a bit of soap, dearly 
love to steal a little from time to time, from their masters, 
and to carry it triumphantly to the bath. 

The Comeya or Rice-sho p is of the same importance as our 
Bakers at home—rice being the staple food of the Japanese ; 
and the native rice is of very fine quality. During the sea¬ 
son 1866 when the harvest failed, and government for the 
first time permitted the im portation of rice, even the very 
poor shewed wonderful fastidiousness as to their acceptance 
of Chinese and Saigon rice. They said it made them ill. 
And they said so until all classes believed it. They soon got 
over this squeamishness, however, when they found they 
could afford no better. 


By the kind invitation of Mr. Brunton, our Photographer 
made a second trip in the Japanese Government Steamer 
Thabor , on its last round of visits to all the lighthouses on the 
coast He has returned with a most interesting series of pic¬ 
tures, the majority of which will appear in successive num¬ 
bers of the Far Fa*t. In our next, we will give more infor¬ 
mation respecting the lighthouses than we have hitherto done. 
In this we have but time to present a couple of views taken 
en route. The first is 

CCSIMA AND ITS LIGHTHOUSE. 

HE Photograph represents the back of the Lighthouse 
taken within its inclosure. Oosima, as its name im¬ 
plies, is an island; but, not as its name implies a large island; 
for, to our judgme nt it is not above 10 miles in circumference. 
It is divided from the main land by a strait about 4 or 5 
miles wide, on both sides of which are numerous villages in 
cozy inlets and sheltered glens—and numberless junks lying 
lazily and happily, (if junks can be happy) after their rude 
bufferings on “Japan’s shipwreck coast.” For some 30 
miles before reaching Oosima from the North, the coast tends 
easterly so that Oosima is somewhat sheltered from the strong 
winds blowing from the North. And here the calm waters 
seduce whales to their destruct ion; for there are many com¬ 
panies of fiaherme n whose employment for the season is, 
exclusively, whale killin g. The seaward point on which the 
Lighthouse stands is about 160 feet above the level of the 
sea ; aud outside, on the edge of the cliff, stands a cottage—the 
station of look-out-men, the head fisherman and a superin¬ 
tendent Yakunin. The Yakunin acts more as a Purser or Clerk 
to take notes of spoils, &c. than as a fisherman. Immediate¬ 
ly below the hut are anchored two or three large boats laden 
with whale nets, and a dozen whaleboats each with a crew 
of 16 men. There they lie day after day, returning to their 
homes on the mainland at night; listlessly smoking and 
chattering, and as amiable as though no whale-murdering 
propensities ever could disturb their apathy. The look-out 
man through his rude but good Japanese telescope, spies a 
whale in the distance. A horn of vast dimensions both in 
size and sound is blown, a signal is shewn, and w ild life 
animates the boatmen and the shoremen; then Pandemonium 
is broke loose; thon frantic movements and discordant veils 
shake the rocks. The boats proceed beyond the whale and 
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frighten him through a passage of the rocks—across which 
they spread a net; then they drive him back towards the net, 
he gets entangled and his last hour is oome ; for frighten ed 
by yells, (the whale if he had no ears could hear them), he 
beoomes an easy prey to the bold butchers who so hack him 
and cut him in his defenceless state, that they rival civilized 
nations in their danoe of death over a prostrate foe. We 
were informed that a medium value of a whale is 1,000 rios 
—and that 20 were caught at the one station during the 
present season. 

As we observed, the Lighthouse is built on a point about 
160 feet above the level of the sea and can be seen-at 22 milee 
distance. It is an admirable structure—of its sort not to be 
surpassed in Europe. The Japanese under instruction soon 
become expert masons. In looking at the Lighthouse and its 
surrounding walls and buildings we, for a moment, fancy 
ourselves in Europe, so widely different is it from the J&pa- 
nese style in everything. It should beget reflection in a 
Japanese meditative mind. The Light is revolving, the clock¬ 
work beautiful in the extreme, aud so clean in every part that 
* British man-of-war captain oould not see a speck to And 
fault with. Although so high from the water, yet during the 
Typhoon, the waves went right over the dome, lodged a crab 
on the parapet and threw another down the chimney of the 
store room. It would be interesting could we know the 
thoughts of those crabs while being whirled on high; and, 
afterwards, when they had landed in, to them, such very 
strange places. 

This Oosima Light is for what is termed “ a rounding 
point ”—most vessels make it in coming from the North¬ 
ward. It is also very useful as indicating a port of refuge 
in the Straits between Oosima and the main land. 

TEMPLE NEAR THE LIGHTHOUSE AT 
WADA-NO-MISAKA,—HIOGO. 

E did not take any view of the Hiogo Lighthouse. 
It will be an elegant and strong Wooden Tower 
about 60 ft. high. The Lantern is not yet erected, but in a 
short time will be completed. The point on which the Light¬ 
house is built is the Western point of the harbour of # Kobe 
—called Wada-no-misaki. It was proposed to make the 
Martello Tower the base of the Lighthouse, but the Japanese 
authorities refused to grant it for the purpose. 

The Temple itself is pretty and the approach to it is of 
that solemn, religious character which noble trees confer, and 
which the Japanese good taste aud poetic feeling rarely dis¬ 
pense with in their sites for religious structures. The bridge, 
though having the usual form of J apanese wooden bridges 
is composed entirely of granite—piers, beams, roadway and 
all. __ 

$Ihe jjfriod. 

A JAPANESE official was cut down by a two-swordcd man, at Kawa¬ 
saki, on the 4th inst. He lived only a few hours after the assault 
The mwa-wii at first, on being arrested, feigned marine;*, but ultimately 
admitted tlmt he was paid to take the men’s life. 

Y OKOHAMA has unw its Rowing flub ; an A*!«jciation that ought to 
be productive of much pleasure and amn*:m*nt during the next few 
month*, on our fine harbour. 


T HE ANNUAL Meeting of the Yokohama General and Small Pox 
hospital was held at the Chamber of Commerce Rooms on Tues¬ 
day, 14th inst, H. E. bir Harry Parke* in the chair. The following are 
the reports of the Committee and of Dr. Dalliston, as presented to the 
Meeting :— 

RE PORT OF THE YOKOHAMA GENERAL AND SMALL POX 
HOSPITALS, FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31sr DECEMBER, 1870. 

The Committee of the Yokohama General Hospital, now lay before the 
public t>e Report for the past year. 

On the Mt January of that year there were remaining in Hospital 23 
patients ; and up to 31st December the admittances were 380, in all 403 
patients treated against 270 in the previous year. 

Of these 403 patients, 59 were charity patients, and inmates were 
received from twenty different nationalities. 

Dr. Dalliston's Tabulated Report, now on the table will be found full 
of detail, and will show the great usefulness of the Hospital. 65 cases 
of Typhus fever being admitted in the early part of the year and no 
less than 74 cases of Small pox up to 31st December. And the Com¬ 
mittee may here mention that from the 8th February, 1870, to 8th Feb¬ 
ruary, 1871, the total admissions forthis dreaded scourge was 121 oases 
At the last meeting held on the 15th March last the building fund 
was in debt to the then treasurer $828.06, which was further increased 
in all to $996.80. In the month of June part of the late Mr. Malcolm's 
legacy amounting to 984.68 was banded to the treasurer, and the debt 
to Mr. W ;i kin was then paid olf. A further sum of $225 due to Mr. 
Malcolm's estate is expected by every steamer from Shanghai. 

The Committee would beg to remind the friends of the Hospital that 
much remains to be done to make the premises as complete as the 
committee wish to see them. 

The typhoons of last year did considerable damage to the Small-pox 
huts, which had to be repaired at some expense. 

The balanoe sheet for the past year is as now before you ; it is as 
follows :— 

Dr. 

Balance in hands of Steward 31st Dec. 1869... $ 84.51 

„ „ Treasurer 31st Dec. 1869... „ 672.72 


Receipts on account Patients.. 13,791.10 

Donations Malcolm’s amt others.„ 1,162.68 

Balance due Treasurer.. 1,212.27 

$ 16,923.28 
Cr 

By General charges account.$ 1,557.62 

„ Stewards and boys wages. 1,670.72 

„ Dr. Dalliston's salary. 1,842.00 

„ Medicines, &c. 822.83 

„ Mess account .„ 8,540.58 

Furniture account .„ 585.93 

„ Fuel account. 890.83 

, A. J. Wilkin, Cash.. 996.81 

„ Balanoe in hands of Steward.. 15.96 


$ 16,923,28 

leaving, the Committee regret to say, a balance due to the Treasurer of 
$ 1,212.27. 

It is however now two years since any appeal has been made to the 
community for Subscriptions, and the Committee feel confident that 
their appeal for aid will be liberally met. 

During the past year beyond the receipts from patients, only $ 178 
has been received, (the legacy from Mr. Malcolm having been reserved 
to pay off the balance due on building fund) whereas in the previous 
year $ 2.653 were received from various sources. 

The Committee would strongly bring to notice the number of Charity 
patients that have been taken into the institution and treated for various 
diseases during 1870, thus relieving the Community from perpetual ap¬ 
plications for relief, and from the sight of miserable objects ; and saving 
the lives of many who would otherwise have died in the streets. 

Expenses in this way have been heavy and also in the destruction of 
betiding and many items connected with the Typhus and Small-pox 
epidemics—the Hospital has also to bear the funeral expenses of all 
charity patient* of whom ten have died during the past year. 
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The Commit¬ 
tee would men- 
tion that when 
the fund* were 
subscribed t o 
build the pre¬ 
sent Hospital it 
was made con- 
d {t i o n a 1 by 
many subseriH- 
er» that desti¬ 
tute men should 
be admitted 
into the institu- 
ti n. 

The Commit¬ 
tee have to 
thank several 
gentlemen for 
donations of 
clothes, papers, 

Ac., Ac., which 
are always ac¬ 
ceptable and 
useful. A great 
want of old 
linen to he used 
a* band acres, 

Ac., is much felt, 
and any that 
could be spared 
by the Com¬ 
munity would 
be gladly re¬ 
ceived. 

With a view to economise as far as |naslblc, in December last, the 
Committee called for tenders for supplying the Hospital with stores ami 
provisions of all descriptions for the ensuing year. Several tenders wen* 
received, and after a careful comparison of each it was decided to accept 
that of Messrs. Kirby A Co, The Committee will he aide in the course of 
a few months to report how this system works. 

The Ounmittec having found that occasionally destitute men have 
been sent from other open ports in .Tapan to Yokohama for the purpose 
of Iwdns admitted into the Hospital, V s Secretary was requested to 
write to th* R »ard of Foreign Consul*, requesting that any such patients 
transmitted to this port be provided with a guarantee for the payment 
of exi^nses to bo me*»r«cd in their lichalf by the Consul to whose na¬ 
tionality they bebv 

Letters were accordingly sent to Hakodadi, Hiogo. and Magasa . 

The C unmittoo have great pleasure in thanking Dr. Dalliston, Kur¬ 
gan of the H‘*pital, for his untiring energy and acal : also Mr. Lot- 
Hospital Steward, who though suffering from an attack of Small-pox 
•Inring the height of the epidemic, remained working at bis post. 

The Committee during the past year ha* lost three of its mein! it*. 
Mr. Lowd*w, Mr. Fri*cr. and Mr. Kahn : and have been joined by 
Mr. R. Robertson. Mr Robison and Mr. Hurlbut The present outgoing 
committee consist* of 

Mr. R. Rol»ort*on I'hairtnnu 

Mr. R. D Robison Trrasiirer 

Mr. C. Roliecchi 
Mr. F. Ociscnheimer 

Mr. M. J U R N. Hcgt ! Work, "1 Committer 
Mr. W. K. Dalricl Srr rotary 

Their term of oflW having expire<l it will lie necessary to elect a fresh 
committee. 

W. R. DALZIKL. 

//<>*. SoC. 

Yokohama, IHth March, 1871. 


in the usual 
form: by which 
it will be seen 
that the increase 
of patients has 
been very large. 
The total num¬ 
ber under treat¬ 
ment dur ing 
the year preced¬ 
ing having been 
270, whilst the 
present tables 
shew that 40.1 
coses of disease 
have been camt 
for during the 
past year. 

Soon after the 
compilation of 
the last Report, 
the new build 
ing was in a fit 
condition to re¬ 
ceive patient*. 
I have had near¬ 
ly a year’s ex¬ 
perience of it 
and can speak 
highly of the 
general conven¬ 
ience, and fit ncf« 
of this hospital 

for our present wants, it* capacity and resources haring been so 


Miokodji Yato 


YOKOHAMA UENEIIAI. ASP SMALL POX HOSPITALS. 

KROM DRCRMBKM HIsT, IS'iU, to JaXCASV I Sr. 1S7I. 

To thr t oMiti ’iftrr of thr tlftorc 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honour "f presenting y mi with the Medial Report for 
the t;m * include*! between the ah *v<- dates, and have supplied the table* 


tried just now. 

When I last had the honour of addressing your general meeting in 
this form, I was so fortunate hh to present a clean hill of health with 

regard to our most dreaded |»cst. since rely hoping that no severe 
epidemic of Small Pox would recur. Very soon after that time, we 
admitted our first case for many months—and we have never been since 
entirely free from them, with the exception of nine or ten days. Still 
there was no epidemic, or apprehension of one. in the settlement, nearly 
all those sick of the malady having an ved in vessel* from other ports 
of Japan, or from China. It was not until the mouth of November 
was well advanced that the number and severity of local cases warned 
ns that the severest scourge of this fell disorder which Yokohama has 
yet known, was upon us. The total number of admiwious from this 
cause in the year 1870 was 74 of whom 11) died. The daily admissions 
*liow that the di*ease is, at the present ilate, rather increasing than 
otherwise. 

In the months of March. April and May. we were visited by a severe 
epidemic of Typhus fever, a class of discesc which has afforded on 
the hospital site, a very high average of recovery ; a result which was very 
marked on this occasion ; the epidemic being very severe, and most 
of the cases of the worst clans. There were admitted, of the 1st, 2n«U 
3rd and 4th classes, f>5 patients, and of these W) recovered. Whilst of 
the Charity patients 10 were admitted suffering from this form of disease, 
of whom f» died ; a fact significant of the mode of life of those whose 
ranks chiefly supply this class of our inmates. 

Scurvy has liecn generally conspicuous in these columns by the pau¬ 
city of it* victims, this year however, wc have received 14 case*—all 
• •f whom have recovered. Most of these were from one vessel. There 
were ten severe case* of frostbite, which <iccnrred amongst seamen from 
vessels trailing to Hnkodadi. one of these died from typhus contracted 
in the hospital, another from acute bronchitis combined with hi* other 
suffering*. A third suffered amputation of both feet at the ankle joints, 
hut recovered. 

There is no «pecia? remark to make regarding other disease* lieyond 
those suggested by the statistic* the:nsH%*ev Several cases of operative 
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many win be noticed among these columns, at which one terminated 
feteOy, and will be notic'd in the 4th *1^ 

1 must speak in high terra of the foreign assistants at the Hostel, 
MpwUlljof Mr. Lots, the Steward ; who alfttoogh suffering from Saudi 
Book, tui steaded kte daily tod nightly ataUtanot without deration of 

•fe* 

la conclusion ; I bag to offer mj ftnow e thanks far the atestanra and 
mnfaanoa with which tfat member* of the Committee hare alwayi 

Gentlemen, 

Tour obedient Servant, 

J. J. R. DALLISTOIL 

Yokohama, January ted, 1ST1. 

A lift waa circulated far subearipftonfl in the room, and the amount 
thaa rates rt waa $1,000 of which $880 were to be annual contributions. 

A FIRS broke out on Lot At in the Main Street on Tneeday night, 
which daeteoyed the atom of M. Caulat, Mr. Panckouke and Mean. 
J. Buah A Co. Moat of the lorn is covered by Insurance. 

A T HWST1N, bb the 8th of March a Are took piece that did an im- 
• * manat deal at damage. Thera waa, haakily, very little wind ; ee 
that when once the engi n es oould be brought to play fairly upon the 
ten»g bourne, the difficulty of keeping the flaxnae to within a certain. 
thooAi rather extensive boundary, waa not great The Victoria Steam 
lire tehgtne waa preesnt at a fii* for the that time, and did ite work wait 

fllURM. Q. Ship A ndn a * waa lately aground on Saratoga Spit ; but 
A after lightening, by throwing ISO tone of he Meet overboard, aha 
off and returned to harbour. Captain Ebert, in thanking the Cap* 
taint of the N. G. ehipa Hertha and Medmu\ for eadatinoe rendered with 
ft elr men, and the P. M. 8. 8. Co. and the P. A Q. 8. If. Company for 
the nee of their •team tenders, took omoatkm to mention the Hnrtrra of 
the Japanfeee officers, who not only seat a gun-boat and new lighten, 
tet offered the uae of the man of war (ironclad) Jmhin Mam, if the 
aould be of any eervice. 

S BYE RAJ. Japaneae men-of-wsr left the Sinagawa roadstead on the 
8th fast, to go northward ; reports having reached the government 
cf troubles in that direction. 

A N ACCIDENT, such as we wonder is not more common, happened at 
the railway cutting at Noge a few days ago. Some men were 
attoftng away the face of the cutting when the earth gave way beneath 
than, and they were p re cipitated from a great heigh* Two of the men 
were killed, and several hurt 


would receive their statements. The authorities appeared to think M 
wj strange that there teould be aay difficulty about ao trifling a matter, 
but promised that the Consul’s wish should be attended to The erased 
was then again held to bail far iesppoaran j on the a p pointed day. 


A N ACCIDENT happened on Sunday last, to a mate of one at tew 
veseals in harbour, who was on an exomrion with ssra friante, to 
Kawasaki. His revolver went off in his pocket, and the *«*n entered hte 
right side, gliding over the wufoee of his liver below the riba, and lofepff 
near the spine. The ball was extracted in the evening, outer tea tefto* 
enoe of chloroform. 


Wi have been flavoured with the following aoocxznt of the 
troubles in Bonngo, and though the event happened non* 
time back, we think it woe thy of notice. 11 appears that* 
throughout the province, the tax-gatherers had been at¬ 
tempting to raise the amount of the levies, and that this being 
objected to by the formers, the latter arranged with tome rotund 
who were willing to do anything for money, and on the 9th 
January the formers and their w professional * friends rose 
«d mass**, to the number of some 20,000, attacked'the govern¬ 
ment house, in the town of Hide, and killed the Bhoraijv 
who was in it. The government sent a Huge and some soldians 
to the plaoa, and the rioters were defeated, with great lore* 
the ringleaders being taken and executed. 

It is also rumoured that the people in Qeyshiu are preparing 
for war, and it is expected that there will soon be dieturbenean 
in that province.— Kiogo Newt, 

Amongst the passengers by the steamer Pahioong on Saturday 
last, from Osaka to Kobe, was a Celestial shroff in the employ 
of one of the Chinese banks, who had upon his person a 
sum of Rios 8,000 in Kinsste. He reports that some enter¬ 
prising member of the lightfingered fraternity which infest 
the neighbourhood managed to assist himself to Rios 1,000 
during the passage. The same parties shipped two boxes of 
treasure in the regular manner, which of oourse were delivered, 
but choosing to run the risk with tbe Rios 8,000, hare paid a 
rather dear freight “ John” will doubtless be more careftd 
in fatnre.— Idem, 


CHINAMAN waa arrested on the 9th lost for smoking opium. 

THU 9th inat, a foreigner, French by birth, American by naturaU- 
, kaftan, was arre ste d by the U. 0. Consular Constable, on a charge 
of forging Japanese Vinca fa - paper money. He was admitted to ball to 
appear before the Consul on the following Monday. On that day the 
examination, commenced, but the witnesses were Japaneae, stated to bb 
a sSO tp Hcea, who came into Court more dead than alive from the treat* 
rant they had met with in prison :—first the common fate of all in- 
rates of Japanese prisons, three parts starved ; and then tbe tortures 
rat whippings used to force them to confess their own guilt and expose 
their accomplice or employer. Each of the men recognised the scouted, 
and pointed him out in the Court; but tbe examination by the Japan¬ 
ese authorities seemed to be the mere admission of leading questions put 
9a them. The Consul, Mr. Lyon, seeing the great difficulty they had in 
raTarinfl the questioning, and that they oould scarcely speak above a 
whisper from weakness, told the Interpreter, that no U. States (fifteen 
rarid be convicted On the evidence of such witnesses as these ; and it¬ 
erated that they might be properly fed and looked after until Saturday 
tee 18th inst^ when the accused will be brought up again ; and then 
If they were in a fitter state to understand what was said to them, he 


Wi bear that a box containing some $4,000 worth of 
treasure dropped overboard alongside the P. M. d. S. Arid 
yesterday afternoon. Tbe two divers who are fortunately 
staying here were soon on tbe sosne, and after a quarter 
of an hour’s search, securely slung the truant box.— Idem a. 

This morning at 1 aid., a respectable Hiaen merchant, 
residing in Hong-ko-gen-maohi killed bis wife, and afterwards 
attempted to commit suicide, but was kept from doing so by 
some friends who heard the disturbance. It appears, that, 
his wife returned at this late hour from the house of a neigh¬ 
bour, and he in a fit of jealously cot her down with a long 
sword. —Nagasaki Express. 

Printed and published fer the proprietor, be JAMES R. ANGLIN, 
at the “Javan Gazette" Printing Ofae, No. 87, Mate Street 
Yokohama, Japan. 
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f ITH the conclusion of peaoe in Europe, we 
ought to be allowed to look forward confidently to 
an improvement in commercial affairs in China 
and Japan. It is an immense relief to be able to 
look mentally across the water, and no longer seo 
the bloodshed and misery that has been the most prominent 
spectacle during the past six months. And we would fain 
indulge a hope that peace being restored between the late 
belligerents, both will be enabled to preserve tranquillity 
among their own people. 

For the last few weeks, the state of political affairs in Japan 
has looked somewhat gloomy; so much so, that whilst we 
have had the greatest desire for the non-disturbance of tho 
government, and confidence in its ability to maintain its posi¬ 
tion, the difficulties thickened around it to such an extent, 
that an outbreak seemed imminent, and we began to feel 
doubtful. 


Small 4m&uts* have taken place in the provinces ; but these 
have been rather of a character to annoy those in power, than 
to cause them very great apprehension. They have arisen 
from the actual distress into which a large portion of the 
Samourai class has fallen since the revolution; or from dis¬ 
content conn ected with the paper money. In every direction 
these have been put down. But what really was to be feared, 
was, the anticipated defection of the powerful Prince of 
8atsuma from the Mikado’s side, and the possibility of his 
putting his clan in motion to fight against the Government 
Had he done so, or were he yet to attempt it, he would be 
joined by some who are as discontented as he was said to be, 
and who would gladly strike a blow, for—they know not 
what; unless it be to effect a radical change, trusting to the 
chapter of accidents to decide what that change should be. 

Tho last news we have from Satsuma, is of a more roassur- 
ing character. An envoy of the Mikado went down to 
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Kagosima, ostensibly for the benefit of hie health, but really, 
as it was believed, and as the event proves, to bear a communi¬ 
cation from the Sovereign to his mighty Baron. We now 
learn that the mission has been quite successful, and that 
Sateuma will, ere long, make a reappearance at Court. 

At the present time, it would be a great misfortune should 
any governmental troubles arise in Japan. The public works 
inaugurated by the government are now assuming promin¬ 
ence in some cases from their completion, in others from their 
rapid progress ; and anything that should operate to obstruct 
them would be a great evil to the country. We have during 
the past week, witnessed the completion of a great Dry Dock 
at the Naval Arsenal, Yokoska, about twelve miles from this 
port; and the Mint is to be opened at Osaka on the 4th 
instant. Lighthouses are one by one being finished all round 
the coast; the telegraph is in partial operation, and the 
railway is being pushed forward with spirit. 

All of these are works that require peace for their develop¬ 
ment ; for without it, the money for their construction and 
maintenance will be withheld, and without monoy what can 
bo done. 

The greatost want the country has is, facility of communi¬ 
cation. The telegraph and the railway are thus, the most 
important works the government have in hand. But years 
will yet pass, before the proposed railway between Yedo and 
the Inland Sea ports is available; and we ore anxious that 
the first section between Yedo and Yokohama should be com¬ 
plete, as woll os that between Osaka and Kob£, that the 


authorities may see how greatly they will be used, and how 
money will be circulated thereby. 

We are quite content that the Military and Naval servioei 
of the Empire be placed and kept in an efficient conditions 
and that Japanese officers should study the art of war in 
Europe; but our wannest hope is that they may never be; 
called upon to apply the knowledge they attain, in real war¬ 
fare. Their motto should be “For Defence not Offence,” and 
it should apply as much to their relations to each other as to 
Foreign nations. 


SThr Jllustralions. 

T HOUGH the kindness of the Engineer to the Japanese 
Government we are enabled to afford our subscribers 
views of objects of great variety taken during an extensive tour 
from Yokohama through the Inland Sea, round Cape Chicha- 
koff, the most southern point of Nipon and the return to 
Yokohama along the Eastern Coast. 

The fine Steam-ship TKabor , the tender for the Lighthouses 
left Yokohama on the 23rd February with Mr. Brunton, on 
a visit of inspection to the Lighthouses already erected by 
him, and others in course of construction: and we were in¬ 
vited to accompany him. 

It is gratifying to record the progress of the lighting of 
the coast of Japan; because the progress is rapid, efficient, 
and. made with a liberality, that we fear is but scantily ap¬ 
preciated by foreigners. The Japanese Government, when, 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
















THE BA8T. 


3 


compelled by treaties, they undertook to light the ooast, oould 
hare had no idea of the yastness of the undertaking. It is 
most probable their ideas were confined to their own crude 
system; yet, when initiated into the present system they did 
not flinch, but have boldly oontinued and, no doubt, will con¬ 
tinue this onerous work until it be so complete that foreigners 
■hall hare no cause to indulge in their favorite amusement — 
cavilling! Already, the path we travelled is lighted at its 
most essential points; and, ere another year be past, it will be 
as well indicated, and by first rate work, as that on any coast 
of Europe. The following are the points on which Lights 
exist and those on which Lighthouses are being constructed 

Lightship in Yokohama harbour; and Lighthouse on Ka- 
nonsaki erected by French Engineers. 

Sag ami. —A Lighthouse, offices and dwelling houses built 
of stone, and in a style that will endure for ages. A brilliant 
light flashes from its lantern every 10 seconds. The ma¬ 
chinery is of the 1st class, and time, with proper care, will 
not influence its efficiency. 

Book I&lafd. —A Tower 60 feet high built of stone, with 
a fixed Light of the 1st Order. The dwellings and offices are 
also solidly built of stone. 

Oosima Lighthouse. —Stone, with a Revolving Light that 
daoles the eyes with its brightness every half minute. 

Srwo-MiSAXi.—A strongly framed Kiaki wooden tower 60 
feet high. At present it is furnished with a temporary Light 
apparatus. The apparatus intended for it was lost in the 
Klleray. (See illustration, Page 7.) 

Osaka Lighthouse. —In course of construction at the mouth 
of the river—will be completed in about two months. 

Hiooo Liohthou8e. —An excellently built wooden tower 
60 feet high, finished and will shortly show its light. 

Awadji. —Eastern entrance to Inland Sea—being construct¬ 
ed of granite. 

Isaki —In the Inland Sea, being constructed of granite. 

Booxubef. —•Western entrance of the Inland Sea, being 
constructed of granite. Three stone beacons are being built 
on rocks in Simonoseki Straits. 

Nagasaki Lighthouse. —This is a wrought iron tower made 
by Japanese, but strengthened, etc., and lighted by the pre¬ 
sent engineer with a temporary light, which he will shortly 
replace by a light of the first order. 

Sata-fo-misaki —Cape Chichakoff—the southernmost point 
of Japan. A strong wrought iron tower, made at Ben ten, 
is being erected on a Rock, distant about nine hundred feet 
from Cape Chichakoff. A pinnacle of rock about five hundred 
(600) feet from the Cape is intermediate. The Lighthouse 
keepers will communicate with their dwellings built on the 
Cape, by means of cages running on suspension wires— 
one from the cape to the pinnacle—the other from the pin¬ 
nacle to Satanomisaki—one hundred feet beneath the latter 
dash and roar the angry waves among the rocks. We should 
not like to cross these dreadful gulfs in this manner for fear 
our readers would be debarred from the pleasure of paying 
their subscriptions. This will be an interesting work when 
completed. 

On Cape Chichakoff there is already a temporary light. 


We have made mention of several temporary lights. The 
word temporary may convey an idea of inefficiency or feeble¬ 
ness. It is not so; for this temporary Cape Chichakoff light 
can be seen from an island 25 miles distant, and many of the 
inhabitants of the island, during the holidays, made a voyage 
to Chichakoff to satisfy their curiosity concerning it. 

From the above list of works it is seen that our preliminary 
remarks were apposite. 

Hitherto no tax on foreign shipping balances a per centage 
on the expenditure incurred. We think justice is not satisfied 
in this case and that a tax should be levied proportionately 
as these works progress. 

In 1872 the treaties are to be revised. Then, of course, the 
dues from foreign shipping will have consideration. Lot us 
hope a fair consideration; not arbitrarily following the 
amounts levied per ton in Europe, but upon the reasons upon 
which the tonnage dues are founded. The fair claim we 
oonceive should be sufficient for a moderate per centage on 
the money expended, and sufficient to pay the current ex¬ 
penses of the lighthouse establishment. The oxact ratio might 
be impossible to arrive at, but commerce does not vary so 
greatly yearly as to cause much error. Now, suppose, say a 
penny a ton would meet the requirements in England, it does 
not follow that a penny per ton would do so with the trivial 
Japanese commerce. The requirements are the same. There 
fore, if to meet those requirements a greater tax or due, 
bo necessary, that greater tax should be levied; and if the 
levy be reasonable, we do not think it would be resisted 
either by the Shipping intorest, or by foreign governments. 


THE ISHI-HASHI, OOSIMA. 

T OOSIMA, these is an extraordinary line of rocks, 
stretching about halfway across the Eastern entrance 
of the harbour, and forming an excellent natural breakwater. 
It is called the Ishi-hashi, or stone bridge. Just behind it is 
the favourite anchorage for wind-bound junks which seek 
refuge here. Of Oosima itself we gave a short account, with 
a view of its lighthouse, in our last. 

THE BAR, OSAKA. 

SAKA has always been considered by the Japanese, as 
the chief commercial port of the Empire. It is situate 
on a river about three miles from the bay. The view is taken 
from Temposan Fort, near the mouth of the river. Though 
all seems tranquil, the view embraces a bar that when the 
wind blows hard is impassable. Even with a moderate wind 
from seaward, the passage is highly dangerous, particularly 
in European boats ; their keels strike the ground, thoy heel 
over, fill with water and there is no escape for the luckless 
voyager, even though he be a good swimmer ; for the boiling, 
raging surf would almost drown a fish. It was on this bar 
that Admiral Bell, with his flog Lieutenant and eleven seamen 
of the U. 8. Navy met thoir deaths in the year 1868, and. no 
doubt thousands of Japanese have passed from life unrecord¬ 
ed, through this gate of Death. Frequent efforts have been 
used to remove the Bar, but unsuccessfully. Now energetic 
measures are being taken to make a channel across it; and 
two dredging machines with an infinite number of 6mall boats 
are at work upon it. 

A Lighthouse is in course of construction in the fort at the 
mouth of the river and we hear will be completed and lighted 
in about two months from this date. 
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JquuL 

T HREE Japanese were suffocated on the night of the 17th ultimo, 
by the fames of CharooaL They were boatmen, and sleeping on 
board a small Yacht in the Canal. As it was raining, they closed the 
skylight and the hatch oyer their head, haring lighted a charcoal fire in 
m tin canister to giro them warmth. They would then appear to hare 
lain down to sleep, the sleep from which two of them nerer woke ; the 
third most hare recovered consciousness momentarily, for he had erident- 
ly tried to raise himself to open the skylight, but not haring strength 
left, be fell over the body of one of his companions, and in his fall, 
knocked over the charcoal fire. This set the floor and sides of the yacht 
on fire, by which the poor fellow’s lower extremities were roosted to a 
cinder; but the fumes which destroyed the lives of the men also smother¬ 
ed the flames and extinguished the fire, so the damage done to the yacht 
was but trifling. 

M R. ROGERS, who was accused by the Japanese authorities of forg¬ 
ing paper money, appeared at the U. 8. Consulate, on remand, to 
take his trial. But the Japanese witnesses were so little recovered that 
the Authorities sent to the Consul a notice to that effect, and the case 
is adjourned tine die. Bail was, as before, accepted for the accused. 

A FIRE broke out on the evening of the 21st ultimo, among some 
wooden sheds and debris, on lot 61 in the settlement; by which 
the store of Mr. Honholi was endangered. The damage to the furniture 
and stock was considerable, from its hasty removal, but the godown was 
not materially injured. The sheds in which the fire originated, were of 
course destroyed, and a quantity of ooals stored on the lot, ignited, and 
suffered in some degree from both fire and water. The Engines and the 
Fire Brigades worked well, and in an hour, or little over, all danger 
was past 

O N the some evening, an attempt was made to set fire to the Grand 
Hotel. A quantity of combustibles had been heaped together in 
one of the verandahs, but discovery was made in time, and the attempt 
failed 

OPENING OP YOKOSKA DRY DOCK 

T HE Yokohama resident who has not seen the Naval Dock 
at Yokoska, even though he has visited every other spot 
within the ten ri radius, has yet something left that will repays 
visit as fully as as anything he has witnessed. The locality itself, 
if it lacks the grandeur of the coast outside the gulf, and 
has no particular interest attaching to it from its connection 
with stirriDg times of antiquity, is sufficiently undulating to 
escape the character of absolute monotony, and the activity that 
now prevails in the little harbour—the ships moored for repairs, 
the steam dredges hard at work, the small steamers and 
numerous Japanese boats, added to the numerous workshops 
and residences ashore, make up a scene very varied and exceed¬ 
ingly at tractive. Of all who go to Kanasawa by water, few 
are aware that but a short distance further down the coast— 
the second inlet from that of Golds borough on which Kana- 
gawa is situate, and only a quarter of an hours sail or row 


hills or bluffs bounding the harbour are low, and shew bat 
little if any culture; but away at the back of them there 
is plenty of well farmed land, and of very beautiful scenery. 

After having been postponed at the whim of the Japanese 
authorities from the 20th to 27th instant, and again on aooonnt 
of the weather from the 27th to the 28th, the Yokoska Dock, 
Naval Arsenal, and workshops, were publicly opened yesterday; 
in presence of some of the principal men in the government, 
the foreign representatives, and a large number of visitors, 
both native and foreign. It was certainly a great occasion; 
and wo were glad to see that a relative of the Tenno, Arisngawa 
no Mia; the Minister of War; the head of the Sintoo religion 
in Japan; Dat4 Kiyo, (Ooajima); Terashima, and several 
others of very high rank, and great prominence in the empire, 
had thonght it worthy of their presence. Japan really does 
not yet require such an establishment, and cannot for many 
years to come. It has been a source of much trouble to the 
government, who have had to raise money to pay for it, on 
several occasions, and as we told our readers yesterday, onoe 
very narrowly escaped falling into the hands of the French, 
from the inability of the government to pay the money due 
upon it to the French capitalists who had made advances for 
it; and this was only averted at the eleventh, almost at the 
twelfth, hour, by the Oriental Bank consenting to pay the 
money on the security of the Yokohama Customs. It was a 
bold business for the Bank to undertake, but the result justified 
it; and now it benefits by the financial business of the countrj 
passing almost exclusively through its hands. 

A lovely morning, bright sunshine, a modeiate breeze and a 
smooth sea, gave reasons to hope that the visitors attracted 
from Yokohama would be very numeroos. The American, 
British, French, German and Japanese navies were all to be 
represented, and it was supposed that the various Ministers of 
Treaty Powers would find their way down to Yokoska in them. 
The North-German Frigate Hertha and Corvette Medusa went 
on Monday, in spite of the weather; the former having on 
board the Ministers of North-Germany, Holland, Spain, and 
we believe, Italy. * The other vessels had remained, and all 
started about the same time—half-past eight yesterday morning. 
The Japanese Steamer Osaca, and the man-of-war Joshsu 
Maru conveying the Japanese Officials who were to be present, 
led the way, quickly followed by the French Iron-clad 
Alma with the French Minister, H. M.’s Gunboat Elk with 
the British Minister, the U. S. Corvette Alaska with the 
American Minister; and all with a number of friends, whom 
the courtesy of the Ministers or the Commanders had invited. 

The Nipon , belong to Messrs. Wilkie & Laufenberg, left the 
English Hatoba at the same time, with a goodly number of 
residents, Messrs. Kirby's steamer Lizzie, the P. M. S. S. Co/» 
and the P. & 0. S. N. Co.’s steam tenders, also each conveying 
large parties; and finally the Japanese government Steamer 


from Webster's Island, lies this fine cove, seemingly intended 
by nature for the very purpose to which it has been appro¬ 
priated. It is about two thirds of a mile in depth, varying 
in breath from 250 yards to half a mile; and it has several 


Thabor with several of the Consuls and a few invited guests. 
And so they sped. It was a pretty sight to see all these vessels 
get underweigh and start off on their holiday trip; and none 
the less so, that it was an uncommon one for Yokohama. 


little natural inlets on its shore line, which have been availed The Thabor arrived first, closely followed by the Lizzie, the 
of to moor vessels side by side for purposes of repair. The Osaca, the Joshiu Maru t the Elk t the A Una, the small steamers. 
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and the Alas¬ 
ka ; and all 
but the last 
anchored 
within the 
natural 
break-water. 

On landing, 
the want of 
any definite 
plan by which 
the guests 
could under¬ 
stand what 
was to be 
done, and 
whether any¬ 
thing in par¬ 
ticular was to 
be seen be¬ 
sides the 
opening of the 
great basin or 
dry dock, was 
observable. It 
was said that 
the tide was 
then about its 
highest, and 
that the cere¬ 
mony of open¬ 
ing the dock 
must proceed 
at once. A 
fine steamer 
was in the 
basin, and it 
was known 
that the wa¬ 
ter was to be 
let in, the 
gAte or caisson 
opened, and 
the steamer 
floated out; 
but unless ad¬ 
vantage was 
taken of the 
high water it 
would be im¬ 
possible to ef¬ 
fect this. Had the Japanese officials been punctual, all 
would have been well; but they were just an hour late, 
and the consequence was, the sluices being opened and 
the dock filled, the caisson would not rise sufficiently to 
open, and the ship remained afloat within the dock. It took 
just half an hour to fill the dock from the opening of the 
sluice doors. A launch then took place from the Patent Slip, 


which was 
quite success¬ 
ful ; and this 
was all that 
was to be seen 
as part of the 
ceremony. 
There was no 
particular ob¬ 
servance by 
which the ef- 
f e c t was 
heightened. 
No speech, or 
anything but 
what would 
ordinarily oc¬ 
cur at the let¬ 
ting a repair¬ 
ed ship out 
of dock or off 
the slip; the 
only unusual 
circumstances 
being the pre¬ 
sence of the 
high officials. 

The work¬ 
shops were all 
open for in¬ 
spection, and 
well worthy 
of a visit they 
are, but we 
will not pause 
to describe 
thiem now. 
Suffice it that 
in each there 
was just suf- 
cient work 
going on to 
shew the uses 
of the princi¬ 
pal machin¬ 
ery, and the 
applian ces 
now possessed 
by the nation. 
Certainly, if 
after this, the 

Japanese Government send their ships anywhere else to be 
repaired than to their fine Dockyard, they will be very 
shortsighted. Yesterday a large shaft was forged by the 
means of one of the steam hammers; one extensive casting 
was made in the foundry, and block-making, moulding, sawing, 
planing, boring, turning, &c., <fcc., all could be seen in operation. 
About noon, ail the invited guests began to wend their 



Uitptnishkd Lighthouse, Siwo-misad. 
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wmy towards the building in which the banquet was to take 
place. It was one end of the long rope walk, which is on the 
upper floor of a two-storied building. The necessary space 
baa been partitioned off, and the sides of the room thus made, 
were tastefully decorated in all sorts of devices formed with 
the implements used in the workshops. The tables were 
spread for nearly one hundred persons, and about a dozen 
cnairs half war down the table were appropriated to the nota¬ 
bles. H. I. H. Arisugawa no Mia, the unde of the Mikado, 
occupied the poet of honour. At his right sat H. E. Sir 
Harry Parkes E. C. B., on his left H. E. Monsieur Outrey. 
Besides the Mia there were present, Their Excellencies Tokudaji 
Dainagon, a Senioi member of the Grand Council; Data, 
Minister of Finance; Okuma, Acting-President of Board of 
Fublio Works; Terashima, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs; 
also Tukuka, of the department of Religion; Shi Shido, 
Acting Minister of Justice; Sasaki and other junior members 
of Council. We did not miss any of the Foreign Ministers, 
and with one or two exceptions the Consuls were there. 

The table was supplied by the proprietors of “ Sweetmeat 
Castle ”, and with tne fare provided, Bolids and fluids, the 
most fastidious could find no fault. The good things having 
been done full justice to, the Mia through a Japanese interpreter, 
who read the speech in French, proposed the health of the So¬ 
vereigns of Treaty Powers and the President of the United 
States. Sir Harry Parkes responded, and proposed the Tenno 
cf Japan. M. Outrey followed, and iu a few well choeen re¬ 
marks, proposed “Success to the Tokoska Arsenal,” to which 
Mons. Verny replied. The last toast was givenby the Belgian 
Minister—“ The Empress of Japan;” and this having been duly 
honored, the company rose, and a move began to be made 
to the ships. The weather clouded over about 1 o’clock, and a 
heavy shower of rain fell which marred the pleasure of some. 
But on the whole, the trip was a most enjoyable one, and the 
proceedings sufficiently interesting. One grand mistake, how- 
•var, had been made. We know not by whom. The invitations 
had been so few, that hardly any of the civil oommnnity were 
represented at the banquet, and very few comparatively, went 
down. Tet there was room for every one in the settlement 
to have been present and the government would have done 
wisely to have issued a notification te the effect that all would 
have been welcome to the yard, as spectators. Many would 
have found means of going, and the proceedings would have 
been doubly pleasant from the fret of their being more gene¬ 
rally participated in. 


From this sum, deduct 

L—Work done for foreigner! of other sarvioss~.. 1003*8 
9.—Value of Workihope and Machinery at Yoko¬ 
hama...... . 61)800 

ft.— Price of construction and support of four 

Lighthouses.-.-.. 46,447 


TotaL.., 




^ 998,696 


The remaining sum of $1,470,481, which represent* the 
actual value of the establishment at Yokoska, is de tailed 
thus :— 

L,—Existing supplies and works in ocrane of con¬ 
struction to the 19th Fetx, 1871. 187,908 

9.—Earthworks, dwellings, and divers buildings 911,694 

8.—Machine shops, dux,. 108,817 

4.—Dry Dock. 164,836 

6.—Floating material... 107,666 

6.—General expenses, and others which have not 

been included in the p seo oe ding. 499,996 

TbUL..$1,470,481 


The space occupied by the arsenal is 184 hectares ;• that 
for dwellings, stores Ac. is 9$ hectares. In all 26 hectares. 

To the 19th February 1871, there remained to be execut¬ 
ed, various arrangements for the offices and stores, for the 
auavs and the slips ; and finally there is to be made another 
aock, in accordance with the programme agreed upon in 1868. 

The number of workmen employed in the work-shops, Ac., 
is about 800. The arrangements allow for 1800 men. 

The Hydraulic and civil works have employed a parw nm e l 
varying from 5 to 600 men. They are employed at the same 
wages as in Europe. 

A harbour of 11 hectares, superficial, has been dredged to 
the depth of 9 metres f by means of a dredging machine, that 
can take up 80 cubic metres an hour, and it will be entirety 
protected against the North East swell, by a breakwater of 180 
metres. 

The plan “ au miUtemms” which is annexed to this note, will 
enable the dispositions iu tbeir entirety to be understood. 

(8igned) L. VERNY. 

Yokoska, 29th March, 1871. 

• A hectare is nearly 24 acres, f A metre is nearly 894 taobes. 


We have received a note from Mr. Verny of the Yokoska 
Arsenal, of which the following is a translation ; and we have 
much pleasure in publishing it as requested, at the instanoe 
at Okuma Sanjin, Acting Minister for Public WorkB. 

NOTE. 

Ok the Expenses of the Yokoska Abssnal. 

The programme adopted by the Japanese Government in 
1865, included the provision of Dockyard, workshops and 
basins, sufficient for all requirements of naval construction. 
The expense was estimated at $600,000 per annum during four 
years, making a total of $2,400,000. 

The works were commenced in March, 1866, aud the ex¬ 
penses to the 19th February, 1871,reached the total of $1,769,026 
As follows;— 


1.—Materials, wrought and unwrought.. $606,897 

9.—Machines and tools.. 915,816 

8.—Transport, freight, and other expenses. 140,793 

6.—Pay of employes paid monthly:... 833,039 

4.—Salaries of workmen by the day. 168,268 

6. —Works at the Establishment..... 321,891 

7. —Expenses of workshops at Yokohama, form¬ 

ing a separate head, for 1869 and 1870. 69,827 


Total.$1,769,026 


T HE North German hongs, the North German ships and 
several of the other ships in harbour, were on the 22d nit, 
gjuly decorated in honour of the Emperor William’s birthday. 
The North German hongs and the North German Marine had a 
great deal more to rejoioe at, in the termination of the biggest 
campaign of modem times, successfully for their arms. The 
22na March 1870 will be remembered by North Germans in 
Yokohama, as a thorough red letter day. The festival com¬ 
menced at daybreak, when they commenced deoorating their 
houses with the National flag and evergreens, and ended only 
when nature, exhausted after the fatigues of an exciting day, 
demanded repose. They met each other with congratulations 
throughout the day. Many of them enjoyed a banquet together 
at the German Olub in the evening. Loyal and patriotic toaofe, 
were loyally and patriotically drunk; while others exercised the 
virtue of hospitality in their own houses, and enthusiasm ran 
high. Several of the more prominent houses were brilliantly 
illuminated; and at 10 o'clock P.M. there was a display of 
fireworks on the swamp, before and after which the Hertha’s 
Band discoursed eloquent magic, and the assembled multitude, 
foreign and native, saw and heard with admiration. 


Printed and published for the proprietor , by JAMES R. ANGLIN, 
at the “Japan Gazstti" Printing Office, No, 87, Maim Street 
Yokohama, Japan. 
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THE FAR EAST. 



f ERXES is said to have invaded Greece with three 
millions of men; bnt he was forced to leave ignomim- 
ously before an opposing host that never rose to 
one twentieth of such numbers. Xenophon conduct¬ 
ed the most remarkable military feat of ancient 
times, the successful retreat of the ten thousand Greeks— the 
remnant of those who had fought undor the younger Cyrus— 
in face of the myriads who, flushed with victory, sought to 
overwhelm them. The battle therefore is not always to the 
strong. 

History frequently repeats itself; and the confidence of the 
Persian princes in their legions, the arrogance they assumed 
in their midst, finds a parallel in what has been witnessed 
in the Far East during the last thirty y6ars. 

At Thermopylae, the proud master of the countless host, con¬ 
temptuously ordered his troops to take the Spartan band alive, 


and bring them before him ; but this could not be done. And 
in like manner did the Emperor of China give repeated or¬ 
ders to his generals, to sweep the foreign barbarians into the 
sea; and the Mikado of Japan commanded the Tycoon, with 
all the troops of the Empire at his back, to eject the few hun¬ 
dred peaceable merchants who had settled in Yokohama ; but 
both found that although they could issuo orders thoy could 
not command success. In each case a mere handful of troops 
sufficed to checkmate the whole of the warlike resources that 
could be brought to bear against them. 

Neither China or Japan, however, can justly complain of 
having been overrun by foreign armies, or that the advent of 
foreigners has been prejudicial to them. Both countries have 
great resources; China surpassing, perhaps, in thin respect 
almost any nation in the world; and everything that for¬ 
eigners have done, tends to encourage the developement of 
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Koshi-moto, Oosima. 


thoso resources, to an oxtent never dreamod of by the wildest 
dreamers in either nation. Peculiarly the growth of peace 
are all these developeraents. Indeed without peace they can¬ 
not flourish. We come to the east, bringing as it were poace 
in our hands ; but strangely enough both of tho sovereigns to 
whose territories we thus come immediately make themselves 
ready to battle. In China, to this day they will have none 
of the western appliances which of all others are most cal¬ 
culated to benefit them and strengthen tho government. They 
will not have telegraphs or railways, by which rapid intelli¬ 
gence could always be received by, and orders be transmitted 
from, tho government; but they go on drilling thoir soldiers 
and making or purchasing arms ; all of which is calculated to 
impart to them a false confidence, and lead them on to their 
ruin. They will, trusting in their military strength, again 
commit some such act as that they have so easily got over at 
Tientsin, and then they will have to be once more doalt with 
by fire and sword. 

In Japan they are wisor. They do not neglect their drill¬ 
ing. They continue to traiu their army in the best mannor 
they can, under tho superintendence and the tuition of Euro¬ 
pean officors. But they are paying attention, at the samo 
time, to the arts of ponce. In tho public works of which oil 
newspapers in this country have spoken so much of late, wo 
have a most excellent guarantee of peace. The government 
would not spend all the money they are laying out in Yoko¬ 
hama and its neighbourhood, if they had the faintest idea of 
foreigners being made objocts of attack there. They would 
not push forward the railway works, if they were apprelien- 


sivo of civil commotion, during which these would be certain 
of destruction. Nor would they make the first lines from the 
two foreign settlements of Qiogo and Yokohama to the cities 
of Osaka and Yedo, respectively, if they were not fully satis¬ 
fied that tho traffic on these two lines would be large and 
permanent. Further they would not allow such an establish¬ 
ment as the Mint to be under foreign superintendence, were 
they not well assured that there is no probability of its 
treasure acting too strongly on the cupidity of their armed 
men. In fact, all that has been done lately in Japan tends 
to impart confidence. It is only in Commercial matters now 
that any cause for discontent prevails. 

In China there is at least this advantage, that the people 
are essentially traders. Thero is plenty of combination among 
them, no doubt; and such as to act very prejudicially on cer¬ 
tain articles from time to time; but the field is so much 
larger in China than in Japan, that there is always a market 
more cr less, for all kinds of goods. It is not so in Japan. 
Tho monopolies fostered by the government, and private as¬ 
sociations of merchants and shopkeepers, are a heavy incubus 
on trade; and one that can hardly be overcome until the rail¬ 
way and telegraph are complete. Then we may hope to see 
compefition increase sufficiently to onablo foreign merchants 
to sell their goods to bettor advantage, and, not boing confin¬ 
ed to one narrow circle, to buy on a better system than at 
pi esent. 

In other columr", wo give a short account of the opening of 
tho Mint at Osaka. It must bo a work of time before tho new 
coinage becomes circulated throughout all tho provinces of 
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Japan; but one of the good effects the circulation will have, 
must be, the exhibition to the people of the handiwork of 
foreigners for their benefit. They will thus be fam Diarized 
with the idea that we are not here as barbarians to overrun 
the oountry and swallow them up, but that our conquests are 
to be only over prejudice, ignorance and poverty. 

When China Bees that the public works inaugurated in 
Japan prosper, and that the government and people are bene¬ 
fited by them, there will be a desire to avail of similar appli¬ 
ances. It will be a grand thing to see the arts of peace with 
all their attendant blessings spreading over both Empires ; 
subduing and eradicating the old hallucinations ; and pro ving 
that the potency of commerce—the friendly interchange be¬ 
tween nation and nation—is greater than that of armed hosts, 
or the most powerful implements of destruction. 


Jltostraiums. 


THE BUND, KOBE. 

HE seaport of Osaka is Hiogo, and the foreign settle- 
meut of Hiogo is Kota. It is the most spirited of all 
the open ports in Japan, and, although only three years old, 
already presents an appearance of enterprise and genoral well¬ 
doing which speaks highly for its citizens. It had, however, 
certain advantages in the outset which Yokohama had not. 
It was not planned arbitrarily by the Japanese themselves, 
bat an European Civil Engineer and Surveyor was consulted, 
and consequently, good wide and regular streets were laid out; 
and instead of the first lots being given away to foreigners, as 
was the case here, those who wanted them had to buy them 
at public Auction, and a certain proportion of the purchase 
money was appropriated as a Municipal fund, which is year 
by year supplemented by a contribution from the rentals. The 
municipal affairs, also are not, as with us, conducted by Ja¬ 
panese with the assistance of one foreigner, but by a Council 
composed of foreigners and Japanese jointly, of whom prac¬ 
tically, the former have by far the most to say. The settle¬ 
ment therefore will be the handsomest in Japan. Our con¬ 
temporary, the Japan Mail , in its last number, says “ Kota is 
surely the prettiest and best laid out settlement in the East, 
at all events there is nothing like it in China or Japan. I 
do not say that it possesses the beauty of Nagasaki, or the 
evidence of the wealth of Shanghai. But its broad clean 
streets, ample footpaths, its pretty background of hills, the 
bright rippling waters of its bay, its neat and pleasing archi¬ 
tecture are all novel and attractive.” 


HIOGO. 

IOGO is one of the ports which was arranged to be 
opened, in the original treaty made by Lord Elgin 
with the Ministers of the Tycoon. Osaka was always declared 
to be the principal mercantile city in the Empire, but it is 
situate on a river—the Yodo, which, itself shallow and only 
navigable by flat-bottomed boats, falls into the Inland sea 
over a most dangerous bar, to which w e made allusion, and 
of the locality of which we gave an illu c tration, in our last. 
It was necessary therefore in opening Osaka as a trading 
emporium for foreigners, that Hiogo should also be free to 


them. Here is deep water almost up to the very wharves, 
and good sized craft can bp moored sufficiently near, tl to 
throw a biscuit abroad.” 


KOSHIMOTO. 

our last we gave a photograph of a curious reof of rocks 
which forms a natural breakwater, called the Ishi-hashi, 
or bridge of stones at Oosima. To-day, on page 2, we give 
the bay in which it is placed, and the pretty v’Uage of Ko- 
shimato for which it makes a harbour. 


SIMON OSEKI. 

0 place in Japan, except the open ports, is better known 
by name to foreigners, than the port of Simonoseki. 
It is at the western entrance of the Inland Sea on the Niphon 
side of the strait which is called after it. The distant hills 
on the opposite side of the strait, in the picture, are on the 
Island of Kiusiu, in which are the dominions of the daimios 
of Satsuma, Hizen, Bungo, Higo, Buzen, and several others, 
who were amongst the most enthusiastic frionds of the Chris¬ 
tians, when the Portuguese first landed in Japan in the 
sixteenth century. Simonoseki is in the province of Nagato, 
and belongs to the great prince Chosiu. It has always been 
taken in the route from Nagasaki to the northern or eastern 
ports and is mentioned by Ksempfer as the place where, hav¬ 
ing travelled across the island of Kiusiu from Nagasaki, the 
Dutch officials took ship for Osaka. It was, on 5th September 
1864, the scene of warlike operations ; when in consequence 
of several foreign ships having been fired upon as they steamed 
through the straits, a squadron of American, Dutch, French 
and English men-of-war attacked it, destroyed the forts, and 
obtained from Chosiu such terms of peace as ever after pre¬ 
vented the like outrages. We shall on a future occasion have 
to refer to those transactions. To-day, therefore, we content 
oursolvos with quoting an amusing page from Sir Rutherford 
Aloock’s “ Throe years in Japan.” The scene of the incident 
was the temple with the “ ku-rin ” pourtrayed in the picture. 
His Excellency writes: 

There were other things to be teen at Simonoseki, according to the im¬ 
memorial cu8to.ii of the Dutch factory, whose chiefs always took boat 
here on their way the capital, in their triennial visits as bearers of 
presents to the Tycoon. My colleague, Mr. de Wit, had the journal of 
the Jpst Commissioner who had passed through, and with that sense of 
obligation so well known to all travellers, by which they are driven to 
see everything written down for them, often in utter ignorance whether 
the objects will repay the trouble, we proceeded as a matter of duty to 
exhaust the catalogue and test our sight-seeing capabilities. There was 
a certain ancient temple, where a cartoon, some three centuries old. of a 
great sea-fight illustrious in Japanese history was to be seen ; and also 
two swords, and other relies of the great soldier Taiko-Sama, who about 
the year 1582 founded, a short-lived dynasty of Tycoons. Thither we 
proceeded at onoe, and without difficulty saw the cartoon, that is, as 
much as time and dirt had spared of it A very wonderful fight it appear¬ 
ed to have been, in which the most remarkable feature was the utter in¬ 
adequacy of the vessels to carry a tithe of the warriors represented as 
most valiantly fighting on their decks. 

But the swords and other relics were not so easily to be seen, and os an 
instance of yaconinerit, anu to all human comprehension unmeaning and 
motiveless lying, wLh an exercise of obstructing, I have seldom seen a 
happier example. Having exhausted the attractions of the cartoon, 
the temple, and the view of the bay—the last by far the best thing to be 
seen—ray Dutch colleague recollected that his predecessor, Mr. Donker 
Curtiua, spoke in his journal of the swords. ‘ Where are the swords ? 
We must of course see the illustrious hero’s weapons.’ To which head 
yaoonin replies : ‘ Oh, the swords I what swords ? * gravely adding, 
1 There are no sv.orda ; this’a temple.’ 

‘True,’ observed Mr. de <Yit, ‘ but here nevertheless arc kept the swords 
and other relics of Taiko-Kama.* Yaconin must inquire ; and never heard 
of such things. After a few minutes he returns, and we are informed 
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there were no swords to be seen. 1 What had become of them then 7 ’ 

4 There never were any ! * This was refuted by a reference to the journal 
in question, with a fall and particular description. * But there is no 
priest to show them. Where is the p iest then f let him be sent for, we 
yn'.md to see the swords.’ 4 The priest 7 the priest was dead I * 4 His 
*r c lessor then.* 1 Oh I he had gone over to Kokura.’ We seemed fast 
co ning to a dead lock. In such circumstances experience has shown 
that a determination not to be foiled is often the best policy ; and when 
cur yaconins slowly gained the conviction, that in no other way would 
their tour of duty for the day be ended, the priest appeared ; and with¬ 
out any farther ceremony or hesitation, some dusty coses were produced, 
and a couple of old rusty swords exhibited, with less reverence than 
con'd have been conceived. We were allowed to inspect and handle 
their, and I verily believe might have carried them away with us — 4 for 
a consideration/ to be in part expended no doubt in purchasing substi¬ 
tutes. I felt some curiosity to discover, if possible, a rational motive for 
all the difficulty made by our yfconins, but in this, as in a thousand 
other similar cases, I wholly failed. When pressed into a comer and 
some explanation urns insisted upon, the chief offerder declared it was a 
mistake, he thnvfjht there were no swords. 4 Then why affirm there were 
no is without inquiry, when you knew nothing about it 7* 4 1 do not be¬ 

long to the place ; 1 knew nothing about it.’ 4 And the priest that first 
you killed, and then sent to Kokura 7 ’ 4 Somebody told me he was gone,’ 
and so on to the end of the chapter! To attempt to convict a Japanese 
of prevarication in a way to touch his conscience, is to endeavour to scito 
an eel by the tail in bis own slime ; he is sure to wriggle himself out of 
your hand, and swim at large again, in a very sea of falsehood as his na¬ 
tural element; and your attempt to laud him on the dry shore of Truth, 
no doobt is to him, os to his prototype, a most unnatural and monstrous 
proceeding. 

JAPANESE APHORISMS. 

Life long regret may follow a moment’s anger. 

A tree has many branches ; the bird requires but one. 

Good deeds need no secrecy. That which it is necessary to hide 
had better not be done. 

Hold thy tongue from quarrelling; the fire that lacks fuel will 
soon burn out 

THE LATE U. 8. C0N8UL. 

is oar sad duty to report the death of Mr. Lemuel Lyon, late 
United Consul at Yokohama. The cause of death was softeniug 
of the brain. He expired on Tuesday the Gth April, at 2 am. Mr. 
Lyon had been only two years resident in this port, and in that time had 
m> particular opportunities of distinguishing himself. But in certain res¬ 
pects he did stand out from the general body of Consuls by the original 
and independent action he took, first in putting a decided stop to the 
proceedings of some of his oountrymen who, professing to keep a Sailor’s 
Home, were in the habit of inducing seamen to run away from their 
■hips ; and secondly, in shipping off a number of men who had become 
mere u loafers " about the settlement and Japanese town. No Consul of 
any nationality officiating in Yokohama, ever did so much as he in these 
two respects ; and the community appreciated him accordingly. Within 
twelve months be sent away upwards of one hundred of the loafing 
tribe; and our distant readers can hardly estimate the great boon this 
conferred upon both Japanese and foreigners. He was a Mason of 
forty four years standing; and more enthusiastic in his love of the 
fraternity than is commonly seen. He had been the W. M. of several 
Lodges in America, and was the founder of more than one—the 44 Lyon 
Lodge ’* in Oregon being called after him. He had often expressed a 
desire that when he died, be might be buried with Masonic ceremonies, 
and it was almost the latest wish he gave utterance to. Accordingly 
the brethren of the two local Lodges, the Yokohama Lodge 1092 K.C. 
and the Otentosaraa Lodge 1263 E.C. united in carrying out his wish. 
It being the intention of his friends that his remains shall find final 
sepulture in America, it was arranged that the brethren should receive 
them into the M atonic Hall for s n fc custody until the opportunity for 
shipping them arrived ; and os the Masonic Hall is only just across the 
street, and opposite to the C onsular residence, it offered but scant oppor¬ 
tunity for the numbers who attended the funeral, to join in the procession. 
The Masonic brethren having opened Lodge in the Hall, proceeded to 
the house, in the Irrgc drawiug room on the ground floor of which, the 
coffin had liven placed, and where a preliminary service had been con¬ 
ducted by the Rcvd. Dr. Brown, in presence of the friends of the deceas¬ 


ed, several members of the Consular board, and a la rge concourse of his 
countrymen and others who wished to pay their last tribute of respect. 
On the Masonio procession arriving ; Brother Rains, W. M. of the Yoko- 
hama Lodge, and Brother Mitchell, W. M. of the Otentosama Lodge, took 
their places at the head of the coffin, the various officers and brethren 
raoging themselves in order on each side of the coffin and round the 
room. The oeremonies usual at the house haring been performed, the 
procession was again formed, and the body was conveyed to the Hall, 
where the impressive services and ceremonies were concluded, and the 
Lodge closed. At the conclusion, Mrs. Lyon, accompanied by some of the 
most intimate friends of the dece aaed paid a visit to the building ; and 
all had been done that the Masons oould do for their deceased Brother. 
Mr. Lyon was about to leave Yokohama, for Singapore, to which port 
he had recently been appoiuted. Colonel Shepard, his successor was in 
Yedo, too ill to he present at the funeral obsequies, and Mr. De Long 
the American Minister and most of the other foreign representatives 
were absent at Osaka, whither they had gone to be present at the opening 
of the Mint. Mr. Lyon was only 65 years of age, and from his usual 
hale and hearty appearance, might have been expected to live to fulfil 
the years of man at least to three score and ten, If not to four score 
years; but we fancy th’nt the cares and anxieties of his office told upon 
him, and injured a constitution naturally strong. Privately he was a 
staunch friend ; and officially we believe him to have been a good man 
and true, thoroughly conscientious, and anxious for one thing above all, 
to do justice and judge righteously. He is regretted by very many here, 
and the intelligence of his death will be received in bis own state with 
general and genuine sorrow. 

OPENING OP THE IMPERIAL MINT, OSAKA. 

HIS event, so long looked forward to, has become an accomplished 
fact. In Japan it is the fate of all things in which the great men 
of the government take part, to be enveloped in uncertainty ; and thua 
several days were named for the ceremonial opening of the Mint, before 
the one ou which it actually occurred ; but this was not of much conse¬ 
quence, and the affair went off with the most perfect success* Sonjio 
Dai jin, the Prime Minister, the Prince of Ooajima, Finance Minister, 
Okuma, Minister for Public works, and other Japanese officials went down 
in the Government steamer Thabor, in which Sir Harry and Lady Parkes, 
and several ladies and gcutlcmcn who had been specially invited, accom¬ 
panied them. The French, American, Dutch, Spanish and North Ger¬ 
man Ministers had gone to Osaka in various men of war, and Admiral 
Kellett had arrived in the Salami*. 

On Tuesday the 4th April, everything looked bright for the ceremonies 
of the day. It was a lovely morning, and from Kob 6 came many 
foreigners, and from all around, a crowd of natives, to see all that oould 
be seen. A little after midday, the Prime Minister, followed by the 
Japanese and foreign officials, after having stood that a photograph of 
the scene might be taken, set forward in procession, and entering the 
building, an interpreter, by order of the Prime Minister, read 4 s follows :— 

14 The Japanese Government in order to meet the gradual Increase of the re- 

qulremcnLy and desiring to further the development of foreign commerce, undertook the 
year before last, the construction of a Mint, with the purpose of putting forth a new and 
pure coinage. In conformity with the system of coinage existing In other countries. The 
work hi question has now been completed, owing to the zealous co-operation of the Orkn- 
tal Banking Corporation and of Messrs. Kinder and Waters. 

44 It la a great satisfaction to the Japanese Government that the ceremony of its opening 
has been celebrated in the presence of the Foreign Representatives and of other Gentle¬ 
men. It is a proof that the development of commerce will be assisted In the future, end 
we hope that the friendly feelings existing between our people and thoec of foreign coun¬ 
tries will continue ever to increase. 

44 In conclusion, we beg to thank the Foreign Representative# and other Gentlemen pre¬ 
sent for their kind attendance on this occasion .' 4 

Major Kinder, the director of the Mint, now conducted the party to the 
engine room, where Sanjio Daijin, at his request, by moving the proper 
lever set the works in motion. They then proceeded from one depart¬ 
ment to another, examining the minting process from first to last, and 
having it explained to them and practically displayed from the assaying 
to the final outturn of coin. All were extremely interested, the foreigners 
quite as much so as the Japanese. 

At 2 p.m. the movement was made to the banquet, where the P rime 
Minister presided. Justice being done to the viands, he rose and pro¬ 
posed the health of tLc Teimo of Japan. The toast was responded to 
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enthusiastically. *n<l wm followed by ** All 8 »vcrcigna and Halers of 
Powers in alliance with Japan/' To this 8ir Harry Parke* replied 

Toot Exrvllencies—In rising, in the namr of my coHragn*** ami the other national re- 
prcaenUtive* present. to thank you for having <lr»uik to tiie health of the Somrt*n« amt 
Kulem of onr respective countries, 1 feel I »houl<1 endeavour to aekmnrlc not only the 
courtesy which ha* prompted that toast, hat alto the grt»ema« xnd friendly fei>Hi<i of 
which thit entertainment affords a signal proof. I feel that my cnlteaguts ami the other 
gentlemen in whnae name* I »t»eak will expert me to assure Your F.xrellem ie* that we 
fally appreciate the high motive* which induced the Mikado's Government to tmd rt.ike 
this Important and moat useful work, ami that we heartily congratulate Your EveiUnci** 
on its accomplishment. 

We do not omit to rememhar that this work w one of the earliest enterprise* of the 
present administration ; tliat in was undertaken in anaettle.l times, in the fee.* of grave 
political difficulties, and that its execution Ins been impede ! by r.uiou* causes; some at- 
tribuuble doubtless to the portion of the site an l the distance fr»tn the *-at of Cm era- 
ment, while others were occasioned by accidents, such as fire on shore or disaster at sea, 
and were therefore unavoidable and heyond control. 

But when we see that the results Iwfore us haw been achieved in little more than two 
years of labour, we cannot hot be Impressed with the earnestnc** which Your Excellencies’ 
Oorerrnent must have <1cvoted to the task, and with the fidelity and ability with which you 
have been served by those Foreigners (cheers) who have been entrusted with these *er- 
▼ices, and who 1 am proud to know as countrymen of my own 

We trust that this success will encourage Your Excellencies’ Government to persevere 
•tea lily in that course of progress, and in that desire to work in cordial and common ac¬ 
cord with Foreign Powers, which we cannot donU you have alopted when we observe the 
attention Yonr Excellencies’ Government is devoti- g to puMic works of the rn'ist useful 
and practical kind. and in which the assistance of Foreign skill is largely and willingly 
engaged May we not see in the purity and excellent workmanship of this coin—(display¬ 
ing a New Doilar)—the product of one of th-we works, a symbol of that honesty of resolve 
and thoroughness of action which we trust will ever characterise th- Government of the 
Sovereign of this Realm! May we n<4 hope that in obtaining a wide circulation, not only 
in Japan, but it may 1# In neighbouring countries also, the currency will ever carry with 
H the confident assurance thattlie Mikado’s Emblems,—the usr of which is now revived,—are 
an undoubted guarantee «f the intrinsic worth, and tliat the polity of Ills Majesty’s Go¬ 
vernment mar ever lie a* distinguished by th- ring of the true metal—(ringing the dollar) 
_ oa that which is so sterling a recommendation of the new coin!—(f»ud applause.) 

The President tbm pr i**sed. “The Foreign Ministers,” M Outrey re pile 1 aud propoaed 
•• Their Excellencies. the Ministers of the Mikado." 

Major Kinder, the Director of the Imperial Mint, returned thanks. 

H. E. Senor Rndrigw* Mtmox here male .i most enthusiastic speech and propose! tha 
health of tlte “ Esdits,’’ evidently performing his self-allnttnl duty <v* mao re. 

Mr Dc Ijnng. rising. ea’Vd attention to the signiftraiit (ad that the}- had met almost un¬ 
der the shadow of a Molding which rnnUliird, as it were, the era which was passing 
away. Tin* cunmm whose thunder* tliey had heard revcrlwrate from those old walls hail 
•rented to him ns if tlu*y were remonstrating aeatnd the Innovations we ore witnessing. 
Look at tlw change which ha l crane »*ver tin ancient natality of Japm, wlvwe n'prevmta- 
tives we *t*e xruund uv fee them * i iking lunds with foreigners of every cumUtion—hob¬ 


nobbing. as I may my. with them. I care not by what foreign influence the work of Ins- 
provrinent Is done. I want to see this nation advance, and glory to him who leads it the 
farthest. I beg you will drink to the healths of the President of this Meeting, and of tha 
other Japanese Ministers. 

Okuma-san-ji, having delivered a few appropriate remarks through the matinm of an 
Interpreter, conclude 1 by proposing “ Success to commercial inurconrsa between Japaa 
and Foreign Countries. 

Mr. Gay being called upon to reply, sakl he had much pleasure in responding to tha 
sentiment which had Just been uttered. 

The prooecdingi now over, an adjournment took place to the river 
front where an immense crowd had assembled, to witness a di .plaj of 
fireworks. It was a novel idea to foreigne.M to see these by day. Bat 
they were of a kind well worth seeing under p.opcr circumstances. They 
were in devices, and some of the latter which were proved by the decline 
of daylight, were really good. 

Bui the happy day was not to pass off without accident Lat3 in the 
evening, a fire broke out in some houses opposite to the mint on tho 
other side of the river, which were quickly destroyed. 

The next day was a holiday in Ostka, aud the people were admitted 
to sec the building and the works. Growls ill Japan are not different 
from elsewhere. The immense pressure oti the gates, burst them open 
before the time, and several persons fell as they gave way and were 
severely trampled upon and hurt It is even feared that some were 
fatally injured. 

In conclusion, we can but express the hop? that this noble institution 
may be to the Japanese nation, all that is expected. In its establishment, 
they have shown an intelligence beyond that of any other people in the 
Far East and their enterprise desires success. 


$fhc |)frial 


A N interesting lot ter has appeared in the ./*/*»* Gnzrtte on the treat¬ 
ment of th«* Native Christiana, banished fr »m Ki »sin. It pur|»orU 
to have been written by a gentleman who recently had an op|v»rtunity 
of visiting the interior, and accidentally discovered that he was in the 
immediate neighbourhood <»f n number of these poor exiles. The follow¬ 
ing extracts will prove of int* <t 

“ On board the same steam t which b re me to th ’ ^onth, was a young 
man who had luvn in Japanese employ, on the West const of Ja;utu, 
where lie saw the cruel tr»ntm?nt to which th** Christians there are 
subjected But as the substance of what he saw has already in some of 
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the Yokohama paper*, I will not renarrate it I will only sayfthat, on 
one occasion, immediately after I had learned from his lips how the 
Christians were poorly fed, unclad and imprisoned among beggars I fell 
into conversation with a Japanese fellow-passenger of some rank, who as¬ 
sured me, very emphatically, that the Christians were all treated most 
kindly, were well fed, clothed, and furnished with employment by which 
they could support their undivided families. I could not disprove what 
this Japanese said, but preferred to believe tho consistent story of my 
fellow foreigner who was an eye-witness of what he related. At length I 
reached my destination, and met offioers of rank, one of whom in¬ 
formed me that he had oontrol, under the Mikado's government, of tho 
exiles. He praised their good conduct and constancy ; saying that one 
■nan did the work of two men daily, and that but few could be prevailed 
on to recant* He gave their number as between five and six hundred : 

a a a a a 

At length the day for visiting the sea coast where the Christians were 
■aid to be oonfined camo round, and late in the morning, surrounded by 
guards and officials whose dignified pace no efforts of mine oould ac¬ 
celerate, we set out 

a a a a a 

Next morning before the principal officials were awake perhaps, I left 
the bouse to shun the guards and see and learn all I could, lhad not gone 
for, however, till two common soldiers came running and offering to ac¬ 
company me. I told them to return, which they did ; but soon came 
again with two household servants who seemed to be honest men with 
nothing to conceal ; and when wc asked them about the Christiana they 
told us that they w re in the town through which we were then walking, 
They said nothing, and seemed to know nothing of others in the distant 
Tillages. Except that a few who bad recanted were allowed to labour 
along with criminals, in the construction of salt works, with an iron ring 
sound the neck. I asked to be led to the place where those in the town were 
confined, and the guards led the way to a large house situated in a low 
part of the town and surrounded by a numl>cr of small mean houses 
from the walls of which the mud had fallen off, leaving the bamboo and 
teed lathing bare and weather beaten. On the outside of these huts 
again was a ditch and a street. On walking, as far ns I could go, around 
the compound, I saw that the huts were occupied by miserable looking 
people whom I found to be the poor of the place, beggars who were fed 
there at the public expense. The beggars children collected in full in 
view to gaze at a foreigner. I approached as near as possible to get a 
good view of the large building in the centre, in which the Christiana 
were said to be confined. It had been a large stable for Daimio’s horses, 
©n state occasions, such as may be seen in some parts of Ycdo. This 
building was one with two wings, and a central portion, I could not go 
all around the compound, henoe only one wing of this stable was visible 
from the accessible side ; but I have every reason to believe, that the 
ether wing was the counterpart, in all respects, of the one I saw. I 
oould see clearly both the front and rear of one wing and could see that 
all the doors were fast closed up and the long windows too were shut, 
half-inch boards were nailed on so as to shut out the light By counting 
I found that the length of the one wing was about sixteen ken ; so that 
the length of both wings and the central part would be about forty ken; 
or two hundred and forty feet An ordinary Japanese Jail is commonly 
built with upright posts, having intervals been them, so as to admit 
abundance of light and air, but here both appear to be shut out This 
closing up of the windows and door? would protect the inmates from the 
©old, but the Japanese accompanying me said that many had died of the 
©old during the last winter notwithstanding ; their clothing being scan¬ 
ty, most probably whnt they brought with them when banished. Speak- 
tr 7 of a number having died thus, led me to ask where they were buried, 
and I was told the name of the temple, and we set out forthwith to visit 
ft, to learn approximately, at least, the extent of the mortality by count¬ 
ing the graves. But on the way to the temple the guards took the alan^ 
or recollected themselves, and told me that I could not be admitted to 
the burial grounds. They added that the dead were buried temporarily 
(kori ik4) t/. without religious forms—that no memorial could be erect« 
©d till the general government gave permission, that I could not ascer¬ 
tain the names of the dead. See. 

• • • • » 

When I returned to my quarters, I found the official who had charge of 
the Christians awaiting my return. I told him that I had found the 
place where they were confined. He seemed annoyed ; and when I asked 
to be admitted to sec them he only answered by a wave of his hand be- 
before his face, as must as to say emphatically—no. I then asked if per- 
mission could be gained from the chief officer of the country. He answer¬ 
ed in the same manner, and added that permission to enter could only be 
obtained from the general government. He then informed me that only 
a few were confined in the house described above. This statement of his 
may be true. No one could look through the walls or windows to see 
whether there were few or many. There may be only a few because the 
rest have died during the long and severe confinement and of cold. And 
aa to those in other places their condition may be no better than that of 
those confined in the stable. Thic was about the last conversation held 
with the officials before returning to the place. The impression left on 
my tnind is that the general government intends to exterminate them as 
their ancestor* were exterminated more than two hundred years ago. If 
r^ythirg is to be done for them it should he done speedily/' 


A GENERAL meeting of gentlemen connected with tike sflk trade in 
Japan, was held in the Chamber of Commerce Booms on Friday 
14th inst, Mr. Van der Tak, Chairman of the Chamber, presiding. Tb© 
object of the meeting was to consider the subject of toe deterioration, 
in quality of Japanese silk, which has of lake been so oareleasly, and 
so badly made up, that the demand for it in the European markets 
has almost stopped. It was resolved that an appeal should be made to 
the silk producers based on suggestions read to the meeting by Mz» 
Jaquemot, and a Committee was appointed to draw up the document. 
It will then be presented to another General Meeting, and if a p p ro ved,, 
the interest of the foreign representatives will be sought, to get the 
document property circulated through the instrumentality of the 
Japanese Ministers. It is to be hoped the appeal from the foreign mer¬ 
chants to the producers may yield fruit, and that the carelesanem and 
dishonesty of the past few years may cease. 

T HE Yokohama Rifle Association has held its annual meeting. It is 
in a healthy condition, and will commence the season with oven 
more than the ordinary spirit 

T HE Burlesque 14 Black Eyed 8usan," is to be played at the Gaiety 
Theatre, on the 19th instant It is the best thing the Amateurs 
have yet done, and is sure to command a good house. 

A FIRE which led to the destruction of four houses, broke oat 
on No. 71, Main Street, on Tuesday the 18th instant The flames 
were first observed issuing from the premises of Mendleson Bros., bat 
the origin of the outbreak is not known. 

F ROM Nagasaki we hear that the Japanese have for the first time, com¬ 
menced the punishment of hanging in the case of criminals con¬ 
demned to death. It is considered a more disgraceful death th^n decapi¬ 
tation. 

T HE steamer Yangtze has been totally lost, a short distance from Na¬ 
gasaki. She struck on a reef at Ikisima, and all efforts to save her 
proved fruitless. Some of her cargo was removed, but only a small 
quantity—and it has been sold by auction at Nagasaki. 

C APTAIN Mc’Crea, of the U. 8. Navy, has undertaken to survey the 
northern Channel, from Bush Island to Shaweishan, in the Yang- 
taze Kiang. The distance is about 38 miles. 

T HE ship Andromeda, from Shanghai to Hongkong, was lost on Fish-* 
cr’s Island, Pescadores, on the 21st February, and it is expected has 
become a total wreck. A mate and 16 of the crew landed safely at Tai- 
war'oo, Formosa, but nothing has been heard of the captain and the 
rest of the hands, who when last seen were trying to land on one of the 
Pescadores. 

I T IS rumoured that the 1st Batt, 10th Regiment will leave this in 
July next, but their destination is uncertain. They will be replaced 
by 1,200 of the Royal Marines. 

T HE Kob4 papers report that Mr. T. Waters, late engineer at the 
Osaka Mint, has received an appointment as Consulting Engineer 
to the Government with a salary of $10,000 per annum. 

A PROPOSAL has been made to get up an association to encourage 
horticulture, floriculture, and agriculture in Japan, by holding' 
periodical competition exhibitions, to which all—Japanese and foreigners 
—should be invited to contribute. 


T HE libel case Straus? v. Howell, has been tried this week, before 
Mr. Hannen, the Assistant Judge of H. B. M. Supreme Court, here^ 
but the decision is not yet given. 

JAPANESE MEMORANDA. 

I T is said that Prince Satsuma has betrothed his sister to the young 
Tokugawa Prince Kamenoske, who was plaoed by the Mikado at 
the head of his house, on the deposition of of the Tycoon in 1868. 

S HIMADZU Saburo the father and principal retainer of Prinoe Sat¬ 
suma is daily expected in Yedo, to take an active part in t .e govern¬ 
ment ; the difference between Satsuma and the government having 
been modo up, and the Mikado having called him to his counsels. 

T HE government is establishing a Postal Service, and a trial is to be 
commenced immediately on the Tokaido, the high road between 
Yedo, Osaka and Kioto. 


Printed and published for the proprietor, bv JAMES R. ANGLIN, 
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OUTH 18 ever confiding; as a writer has written, 
and he may have been correct. D’Israeli says, 
44 Youth is a blunder; manhood a struggle; old ago 
a regret.” He may have found the two first to be 
so, but we will trust that as he approaches the last, 
lie may not find his description exact. Shakspere sings 
“ Crabbed age and youth cannot live together.” Well, we 
shall see! 

Without going closely into figures and dates all will admit 
that China and Japan are among the oldest empires in the 
world. If we said the very oldest we should not bo far 
wrong; and yet nations, whose existence as compared to 
thuirs is but as a day, look upon them as mere children with 
everything to learn and but little to teach. It really does 
look very strange to see a number of States—some of whom 
were not in existence as powers a few hundred years ago, and 
whose fathers were rough and ignorant barbarians at least a 
thousand years after these nations of the Far East had a 


polity and a civilization only & little less advanced than they 
have to-day—speak and act as bumptiously as if the seniority 
wore reversed. Think, for instance of the United States, the 
youngest of the family of Great Powers, becoming the fore¬ 
most in bringing old Japan out of its long seclusion, and 
leading the way to introduce her to society—the society of 
the world which has been growing so vigorously in all the 
attainments of modern art and science, while she has retained 
all the innocence or ignorance of youth. Old England too! 
how the title sinks into a joke when mentioned in the same 
breath with the Celestial Empire, which it was principally 
instrumental in opening to foreign trade. And now America 
is about to make a trial upon the coyness of another ancient 
matron, who, if she enjoys not the beauty of juvenility will 
possess at least the interest of a debutante, should the per¬ 
suasions of Admiral Rodgers and the power at his back 
succeed in bringing her out. Corea we cannot look upon as 
a very great attraction under any circumstances ; China is a 




At Nagasaki. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 






2 


TM3 EA8T. 


wary old fe¬ 
male who 
fancies she 
knows a thing 
or two, and 
tells her now 
frionds that 
they’re “ not 
a goin* to 
fool” her. 

But Japan is 
really a plea¬ 
sant and cap- 
t i v a t i n g 
young dam¬ 
sel, with a few 
prejudices 
like all sweet 
home-bred 
lasses who 
have never 
moved in So¬ 
ciety; but 
like them ap- 
preciating 
her now fields 
of conquest 
and import¬ 
ance, and eager to make herself agroeablo. 

Sho is confiding. And for the most part she has not found 
her confidence misplaced. A fow of hoi first admirers or 
flatterers did not act quite so squarely by her as they ought 
to have done, but after a little flirtation, she managed to part 
company with them, still hoart whole and uninjured. Others 
sought hor favours, some as staunch friends on whom she 
may rely in weal or woe, and others with selfish oijds. Look¬ 
ing at her position to-day, we believe we may say that sho 
has rid herself of all her falso and treacherous lovers, and 
rests upon tho arm of none but those whose individual und 
united aim will be to aid and protect her; and she has 
arrived at that Btage when tho wise management of her 
household affairs is not hor sole duty, but judicious social in¬ 
tercourse with hor neighbours and friends is of equal impor¬ 
tance. She has already shewn a disposition both to receive 
and bestow hospitality. Her nobles hnvo been received with 
high distinction at the Courts of foreign Rulers, and she has, 
on a few occasions, conferred what honours she could on 
distinguished visitors from abroad. The latest home intelli¬ 
gence info* ms iis that Higaski Fushimi no Mia, one of tho 
uncles of the M ikudo, who left this about six or eight months 
ago, for a lengthened sojourn in Europo, has been figuring at 
tho Court of our good Queen; and that in a manner which 
must open his eyes, and, by his description, tho eyes of his 
nephew and tho Imperial Court to the exigencies of the Court 
of Japan with regard to the entertainment of strangers It is 
to be supposed that he will visit all tho European Sovereigns, 
and he will thereby become familiar with tho true relations 
BubsUtiug between them und their people, and botweon 
man and man. 


“Youth is 
a blunder.” 
The youth of 
this Empire 
does seem to 
have been a 
blunder. 
“ Manhood a 
struggle.” 
Nothing can 
be truer than 
this as res¬ 
pects the mid¬ 
dle age of Ja¬ 
pan. The hot 
contests of 
parties to con¬ 
solidate or to 
annihilate the 
power of the 
Mikado testi¬ 
fy quite loud' 
ly enough to 
this. “ Old 
age a regret.” 
Consideri ng 
the condition 
the isolation 

of the last two hundred and fifty years has placed the country 
in, it may well be designated “ a regret.” 

But now tho change has come. There are still remaining 
in tho country two opposing principles. There are the old 
obstructiveness and petulance of old age—looking fondly 
back to the days that are fled; and there are the life, hopeful¬ 
ness, activity and ambition of the newly emancipated youth. 
How can those exist together? It is impossible! One or 
other must give way. Tho woakost must go to the wall. 
And which that is, every day makes cloarer. “ Crabbed age 
and youth cannot live togother.” The Empire of Japan is, 
as it were, now* born. The offspring of tho gods, with his 
ancestral descent of two thousand five hundred years, is 
himself the father of a new system—a new Empire. He is 
young enough in years to live long in enjoyment of his 
Imperial honours. Far loss time than must elapse to see 
him reach throo«coro aud ten, will witness such changes in 
Japan, that nought but tho more traces of tho past will be 
observable—a mere family likeness in some of the prominent 
external features; and it is our hope and belief that these 
changes may be brought about gradually and peacefully, and 
that the opening of tho country will yot be a benefit to itself 
and to foreigners. 

JUustrations. 

AT NAGASAKI. 

T would be difficult to find a town in any country in the 
world that abounds in beauty to a greater extent than 
Nagasaki. Its principal attraction is, of course its fine land¬ 
locked harbour, but the views from the harbour itself in all 
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directions are surpassingly fine. It is built at the foot and on 
the side of hills of very steep ascent; varied in their shapes, 
and rendered picturesque by the buildings, grave-yards, groves 
and mountaiu streams which are their conspicuous objects. 
Canals run through somo of the *ards of districts, bridged 
over with the ordinary wooden bridges common to the 
country, and covered with innumerable boats. The houses 
and warehouses are built to tho waters* edge, some oven over¬ 
hanging the stream. Tho view on page 1 is taken from the 
foreign settlement, just opposite to Desima the site of the old 
I>utch Factory. 

THE GROUP. 

T IIE three figures on pago 2 belong to the respectable 
tradesmen class in Yokohama. To tho left is a little 
man whose features will be recognised by all old residents of 
Yokohama. He is Bunkichi, the well known Japanese tailor 
i*> Homura, whose shop used to he on tho border of the 
Canal, nearly opposite the Yokohama Ironworks, formorly the 
lot adjoining the residence of tho British Consul. Tho lad 
next to him is his son ; and tho old gentleman to the right is 
another tradesman his okii tomodachi (great friend.) They are 
all in their ordinary street costume. This tlCtateya (tailor) is 
one of the oldest attendants on foreigners ; and is sent to by 
almost all ladies who require workmen to attend at thoir own 
houses to make up garments, or otherwise assist in the 
hundred and one different ways in which the personal adorn¬ 
ment of either gender is aided by dress. Tho little man raro- 
ly works himself at the needle, but he must havo feathored 
his nest comfortably by the long steady-going trade he has 
been doing. His old shop is now pulled down, and all tho other 
edifices in the same row aro either removed or in process of 
removal to allow of tho widening of the Canal, which has al¬ 
ready commenced there. All the householders of Homura 
within a certain distance of the Canal, have received orders to 
clear out by the end of July, as the land is to be sold to for¬ 
eigners. There is plenty of new ground being made for their 
reception, and so Yokohama keeps increasing. 

THE MINT, OSAKA. 

MONO the many good things that have been suggested 
to the Japanese by foreigners, and undertaken as re¬ 
productive public works, principally by means of foreign 
money, the Mint is one of the most important. It was talked 
of and promised years ago by the Tyooon’s government, and 
we wore led to expect its completion first in 1867 and then in 
1868. Wo were informod that tho machinery had boon 
purchased in Prussia, and that it was very beautiful. But at 
the dates at which it was promised there were no signs either 
of the buildors or of the machinery. Then came the civil war 
in 1868, the upsetting of the Tycoonal rule, the pernicious 
tampering with the coinage, and the enforced currency of 
paper money ; the consequent disturbance of commerce, and 
finally the complaints of both Japanese aud foreigners. The 
latter managed to make themselves heard. One mooting in 
particular led to a most extraordinary result. A majority of 
the Chamber of Commerce adopted certain resolutions, which 
were opposed by a very small minority. The latter, however, 


incl uded the manager of the Oriental Bank in Yokohama, 
and he was a man who had warned the government on more 
than one occasion of the impolicy of their monetary muddling. 
He stood out against any unjust demand* being made by 
foreigners on the Japanese, and tho views of the minority ulti¬ 
mately prevailed. But in order to set the currency of 
the country on an improved basis, tho foreign ministers, 
aud particularly the English Minister, urged the necessity of 
carrying out new mintal arrangements, and by the assistance 
of the Oriental Bank, the fine minting machinery which had 
proved quite profitless in Hongkong, was purchased and trans¬ 
ferred to Osaka. Tho splendid building—by fur the finest in 
Japan—which was built for its rocoption, \\ as superintended by 
Mr. Wat ore, who had formerly erected some largo and im¬ 
portant workshops and machinory at Kagosima, for Frinco 
Satsuma. Tho picture gives a better idea of the exterior 
than any description we could offer. It is alike creditable to 
Mr. Waters and to his employore, tho Japanese goverrment. 
A description of tho opening was givou by us in our last; 
but as yot no public issue has commenced. Tho machinery is 
calculated to turn out #40,000 dollars and #160,000 subsidiary 
coins a day. 

THE IRON BRIDGE, OSAKA. 

N our issuo of tho 1st Fobruary, we gave an illustration 
of the first Iron Bridge erected in Japan—the Ybshida 
Bridge, Yokohama. The bridge at Osaka, which forms the 
subject of the picture on page 5 to-day was the second; and 
is a much lighter and more elegant structure. It was only 
opened for traffic somo two or three months back. 

Both of those Osaka pictures were takon by a Japanese 
artist. 

YOKQSKA DOCK. 

UESDAY, the 28th March, was a gala day at Yokoska; 
an inlet about twelve miles from Yokohama which has 
been availed of to construct a noble Naval Dock aud Arsenal. 
In our issue of the 1st April, wo gave an account of tliu cere¬ 
monies at the opening of the Dry Dock, and a note on the 
cost of the Arsenal. We need not therefore repeat what has 
already been fully described by us so recently. A photo¬ 
graph of tho Dock, as it appeared when the water was being 
let into it to float the steamer which had boon repaired in it, 
and whoso exit was to complete the ceremony of oponing, 
may interest our readers. Our photographer wont do*m with 
the intention of taking a series of views of the locality and 
the Dockyard; but first through a misunderstanding of 
instructions, and then through the hindrances of tho weather, 
nothing could bo done worthy of presenting to our readers. 
He will seize an oarly opportunity of revisiting tho spot, 
when wo hope to be able to obtain such a series, as will give 
a good idea of all tho works, and tho beauty of tho inlet in 
which they have been erected. 

JAPANESE MEMORANDA 

I T is contradicted that the daughter of Prince Satsuma has been 
betrothed to the Tokugawa Prince Komenoski. 

T HE Government have commenced a Postal system, which is to spread 
all over the country, after the manner of other nations. At present 
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it is being tried on the Tokaido, the high road between Kioto, Osaka and 
Yedo. The rates of postage are not very dissimilar to thooe charged in 
England before the introduction of the uniform postage. 

E learn that 5 or 6,000 Satsuma troops are now under orders to 
proceed to Yedo, to increase the already large force that Trince 
has at the capital. 

The reinforcement, which will embark at Kagosima daring the next 
fourteen days, is sent in consequence of the chance of settling, without 
recourse to arms, the differences which exist between him and the'Prince 
of Choeiu becoming very remote indeed. This feud which commenced at 
the time Satsuma withdrew his troops from Yedo, has boen continued 
very bitterly ever since ; and time only widens it. Our informant states 
that native officials, who have the means of ascertaining, are of the 

opinion that the dispute can only be terminated by a trial of strength, 
and that this will take pUcc during the coming summer. 

The strong feeling in favour cf restoring the Tycoon which exists not 
only in 8atauma, but in other places ; is much incrcaect* by the manner 
in which many of the officers of th • late government have been treated 
by their successors—a c'-cumstancp which is much to be regretted al¬ 
though the general feeling is, that any demons' '’ation made to support 
this feeling would only result in an ignominious defeat— Nagasaki 
Express. 

F IVE Satsuma men have recently been executed here for the crime of 
burglary. The sentence was carried out by decapitation in the usual 
manner, and not by the recently adopted method of hanging.— Idem. 

T HE Japanese government have requested Mr. Benson the Municipal 
Director, to obtain for them a census of the foreign residents in 
Yokohama. 

Sfltc {jqiod. 

C OLONEL Shepard, the U. S. Consul for Yedo, has entered on his 
duties as Acting Consul for Yokohama. 

FflHE 1st Batt. H. M. ICHh Regiment will leave this in a few weeks. 
-*■ Their destination is Hongkong apd Singapore. They will bo re¬ 
placed by Royal Marines. 

O N the evening of 20th April, the Amateur Dramatic Corps gnvc a per¬ 
formance at the Gaiety Theatre, consisting of the farce of u A Cup 
of Tea,’* and the burlesque “ Black eyed Susan.'* The house was a bum¬ 
per, and the performance tolerably successful. 

I N tho libel case, Sir\iras ©. Howell, judgment was given against the 
defendant for $600 including costs. The plaintiff’s counsel has 
handed over to the treasurer of the Yokohama General Hospital the sum 
of $107, on behalf of Mr. Strauss, being the balance of the $600 after 
paying Court fees and plaintiff's law expenses. 

A GENERAL meeting of the subscribers and shareholders of the Bluff 
Public garden was held on Tuesday last, in the Chamber of Com¬ 
mence room, Mr. E. 8. Benson presiding, and Mr. Arnold acting as se¬ 
cretary. The garden was reported to be about $350 in debt; aud a 
letter from Mr. W. H. Smith was read, offering to guarantee the expenses 
of the gardens for the season to the extent of $100 a month ; but refusing 
t > take any pait in the management, leaving that entirely in the bands 
of tho Committee. After a lengthy discussion Mr. Smith's offer was 
neither accepted or rejected, but a resulution was passed that the Com¬ 
mittee in connection with Mr. 8mitb, should carry on the garden for an¬ 
other six months, if they can do so without increasing the debt; failing 
which, another general meeting to be called. It is sincerely to be desired 
that the gardens shall be made self supporting, and wc do not at all see 
why they should not 

A flower show in connection with the garden is to it ke place on the 
16tli inst, at which Japanese are to be encouraged by prizes to exhibit. 


T HE P. M, 8 . 8 . Co.’s Steamer China arrived on the 24th alt; with 
telegrams to the 31st March. 

The news from France of the civil disturbances is very sad ; and there 
is little in the way of commercial intelligence that is cheering. Bat the 
details of the wedding of Princess Louise and the Marquis of Lome are 
interesting ; and their countrymen in the Far East are not behind their 
friends at home, in wishing them health, happiness and long lit»- 

Tbc English Mail of the 12 th March is since to hand, with telegram* 
to 10th April. 

T> Y the China a 'small troupe of Actors and Singers travelling under 
the title of u The Eureka Variety Troupe " arrived in Yokohama 
They gave their first performance at the Gaiety Threatre on the evening 
of the 2Gth inst, to a good audience who by their constant applause- 
shewed their satisfaction with the entertainment. 

fTlHE U. 8 . mcn-of-war Alaska and Benicia left on the 24th April for 
Nagasaki to join the expedition that is about to proceed under 
Admiral Rodgers to the Corea. The object of the expedition is to make * 
treaty if possible, and at any rate to obtain some explanation or satisfac¬ 
tion for the murder of some American seamen. 

fllHE British Legation will most probably be removed to Yedo, on tho 
departure of His Exoellency Sir Harry Parkes, who is about visiting 
England on leave. By the time of his return, the requisite buildings 
will be completed in Yedo. Mr. Adams, H. M. secretary of Legation, 
who will act as Charge d’affaires during the absence of 8 ir Harry, always 
resides in Yedo. So that we may look on the glory of the British Lega¬ 
tion buildings Yokohama, as departed. 

TPHE Lightship for Hakodadi, was launched on Saturday the 22nd 
April, after two unsuccessful attempts on the preceding days. She 
is to hold her own under the title of the Kaisho Mam . She was built 
at the yard of the Lighthouse department at Benten at a cost of *boat 
$15,000. She measures about 130 tons. She is to be moored off the 
harbour of Hakodate, and will shew a white light, visible some ten miles. 
The rhabor will probably tow her up to her destination in the course 
of a couple of months or thereabouts. 

A N accident that might have been attended with very serious conse¬ 
quences occurred on the 23rd April to Mr. Brennwald, the Swim 
Consul General. He was discharging a breech-loading rifle, when the 
breech flew open, and the charge exploded, injuring him severely in the 
face. The sight of one of his eyes was thought to be endangered, but 
that misfortune is not now apprehended. It is not even feared that 
there will be any permanent disfigurement. 

F ROM Nagasaki we learn that the Mikado’s government, desirooa 
that all open ports shall be under the charge of a native Prince re* 
ponsible for the safety of the foreign residents, has placed Nagasaki under 
the protection of the Prince of Higo. A new governor has been installed, 
who is one of Higo’s high officers, and by this time, in all probability, 
the soldiers of that clan, 500 of whom had already arrived, are in full 
occupation of the guard houses throughout the district The Nagasaki 
Gazette is of opinion that, although some apprehend trouble in conse¬ 
quence of the jealousy of another clan, there is no real reason for anti¬ 
cipating any outbreak. 

T HE Nagasaki Express reports that the Patent Slip and Engineering 
Factory at Akanora, have both been closed ; and the construction 
of the Dock on the other side of the harbour, which has been going on 
for some two years is stopped. It appears that some irregularities have 
been discovered among the native officials, anent which an investigation 
is now taking place in Yedo ; and that in consequence of these pecula¬ 
tions the Patent Slip and Factory have been found to be non-paying. 
The Express says:— 

“ We ohoulii think the high scale of charges fixed for the use of the Patent Slip contri¬ 
butes as much as anything to prevent Its being worked successfully; these charges «»>. 
time ago were the means of causing several vessels, Ugh foreign and native owned, to 
proceed to Hongkong, Ac., for repairs, which could be efleeted at about half what they 
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would cent to <lo at this place. Ha t the char** been moderate, and on a par with the 
dry dock* at Whampoa and Amoy, the*.* vessels never would have gone a thousand mile* 
distant, which plainly shews that the Japanese only stand In their own way by tlie 
•hort-sighted policy they adopt. 

These establishments have twcu pronounced by cxperhsKvd and practical men, who 
hare visited them to be capatde of doing Im roe WM ’ quantities of work if properly managed, 
anil had they been in the hands of private individual* they would in all probability, have 
proved most successful investments; especially the Factory which Is fitted with evident 
and expendve machinery—eatable of performing every l«ranch of Engineering work. and 
tt only requires development, ami to be conducted in a liberal manner to meet the require¬ 
ments of the tiroes, in onler to be a success. Instead of iU be ing manag'd as a commer- 
cial undertaking, it Is made a government monopoly, and not only vainly endeavours in 
these days of free trade to compete with similar undertakings in China, but while umler 
the charge of Europeans it also laboured under the disadvantage uf having to stem the 
tide of official obetrucliveness." 

Jj^ROM the Expreu we also cull the following 

“ We hare to report the sinking In this harbour, of the Japanese schooner Kietiu, which 


crews of the numerous North German ressrit, which have left here recently lest any °f 
them should meet with bad weather on their vojugr> and Miftcr in the same manner. 

O UR spirited contemporary the Shanghai AWnf ng Courier supplies us 
with very important intelligence from the north of Chi:in :— 

• 4 We have received from IYklng and Tientsin advice uf such Importance that wc shall 
give them almcwt without comment hophig to rrtum to the suVJevt warn. We shall mere¬ 
ly premise that our sources of Information are so varied, and so reliable, and they ognw 
so well tn their main statement that tt»e result of their communications which wc liavc run 
tagetlier into an epistolary, may be received os quite authentic : 

At the date erf my last note the Peking cabinet were said to be badly occupied in the 
consideration orf certain propositions relative to the operations of raiasionarit'* etc. which, if 
ad of rtrd. might prevent all Yangchfw riots and Tientsin massacres for the future. The 
result of these dell*rations has been the presentation. It l» said, of two memoranda, via. to 
the French (Romiah) and to the ministers severally. Of the despatch of the T»ur*li 
yamen relating to Hnrniah missions, I only know that it forbuls orphanages and foundling 
hospitals, demands the deportation of the Sceurs de Charite and tire cessation of the special 



Tiie Yoko8ka Naval Dock. 


took place about 6 o’clock in the evening of the 1 April. She Is the property of a native 
merchant, and has been lying up lure fur some time, which has caused a scaiu in her side 
to opr a amidships Just above the nutal, which appears to have hesm undiscovered, until 
the coals which slie wa* taking In at the time the *c< ideal occurred, depressed her in the 
water. Whether the crew neglected to pump the vessel, we liave been urablc to ascer* 
tain ; but they report that the water rushed in so suddenly that they had only Just time 
to run her on the hank near t-» Ueshna. She was hound for Shanghai, an I an English 
Captain and Chief Otherr hat only very recently Joined her—fortunaUly for them site 
went down in port; *s the rapidity with w liich she rilkd would have U ft them but little 
chance of escape* had the leak licet* htgVr, and .mly disiiuied at %ca during bad weainer 
For «vecai da>* the deck of the ve-scl hvs I wen .overed at low water which greatly in¬ 
terfered with the endeavours made to lighten her; but, nutvifthst tndinx these difficulties 
about 100 tons of trail* went discharged. By the aid uf a couple of pumps lent by H. I. R. 
M. gun-lx«t SJft and other appliances, she was W c osiM ly nuwd on Thursday aftermjon. 

A similar clrruinstaiwe. but, in a lesser <lcgnx* u rcpurtel to liave occurred to a North 
German rnwel, but In the case of the Utter veswd the crew kei* the icswl dear of water. 
The accident to these two vessels have caused considerable anxiety to be k-U here for the 


official powers assumed by the priests ; but doubtless its character as a whole may be 
fairly Judged by the companion document which deals with the work of Pcntirstant organ¬ 
isations. 1 must premise by cautioning you that I do not pretend to give you a full and 
accurate, much Uu ORDERLY or verbatim, AtUment. Me it hut 

I have neither seen a copy of the despatch, nor do we know the exact form it assumes 
I hear, however, that It has been replied to already by the (J. S. Minister, Mr. L/iw, and 
pretumablf by others. It ia also reported that the whole was forwarded hy the various 
egstions to their respective governments three weeks ago. It s.-ems, however, to haro 
lonly Just become generally known. 

Tliese are the points. 

‘‘That tn future no communities shall be mulcted for injuries to Missions, only thr villains 
who strike the blow shall be punished. That there shall I* no compensation for 
confiscated property, or for destroyed buildings, lost furniture, Ac 

“ That all foreign ladles shall be lent home, such teachers being Injurious to tin- peace 
and retirement of Chinese female society; and no native womeu shall be allowed to ait* □ J 
meetings for worship. 
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T3E3.-HI EAST, 


- Tto* wl tolo—arkt to tfas tntortor, or riwwto w , dull hm do ex-tarrttartal p rtr fl fM, 
M vhcn MmoMDod to the jumbi, or tataf oooMton to mtk official aid, ahall prewnt 
O ffiwfr w m a attire would hart to do (prostrate 4c.), and shall In all rtapocto ooaform 
•a anttra eastern. 

" That tf a mt —I nn e r y take op (be cause o ( a Christian eonrert who k proceeded against 
4M*w, the Christian shall be at ooos punfebed as fafltjr on acooont at each in tartar eooe. 

"That all otasion estabhehznents ahall be under snpenrlsion by offioen appointed tor tbs 
jtorpose, and that no ftmndttnc hospitals or girls school shall be allowed. 


That a public registration office dull be established, to which aU baptisms «h«Ji be 
tooted, and the history, residence and cond i tion of the applicants recorded. And that no 
tetetoonary shall receive more than AS conv er t s I 

* That Confucius shell not be reviled, nor the feelings of Conftiriantats tnsuhed." 

The much-landed Wm t i am g Is said to here had a main band in this precious document 
I seed say do more. It strikes me, the deluge Is not tar away dow. But what are we 
to think of tbs dtplosnacy which could make the p rese ntatio n of such a despatch 


JN the North China Herald we read, that 

“ The Danish steamers Celia and Tordeiu^old arrived at Wooeung, on the toth uH. 
fcasftsg completed the lajlng of the cable bmiM to Hongkong, and noocaafhlly united the 
two portions at a position off the Island of Video. Tests applied to the cable at the point 
where It was Joined, proved ft In perfect order throughout. We regret very much, bow* 
•*er, to hear that it has since been broken near Hongkong, probably by a Junk’s anchor. 
The Celia will be Immediately dispatched to repair iL In anticipation oC It being soon 
upnad to the public, Messrs. Reuter 4 Ca’s Agent, we bear, is inviting subscriptions for a 
Commercial telegram and Share Lists, to be supplied dally. One effect of this will pro- 
lablybe to les s e n Sham speculation, as do large margin can then exist b etwee n Hongkong 
and Sh a ngh ai quotations. 


T HK Newt gives an account of the launch of another steamer 

44 The Wooefji Maru wm launched tram tbs yard of Messrs. VUxgermld tad Stroms on 
Thursday afternoon last, to the presence of a considerable number of visitors and residents. 
Vlaga of various nattonabtirs were brought Into requisition in the usual way and a cold 
Tiffin wm provided for those who had neglected that indispensfblc ceremony. The time 
appeintted for the launch wm I o'clock, and a few minutes after, Mrs Korthals (who 
wm to chrltoen the vessel) arrived. The customary bottle of Champagne haring been 
4u|y broken over the bows, and the shores knocked away, the vessel should have 
glided more or less gracefully Into the ssa. Some mismanagement of the Japanese, in 
imperfectly greasing the ways, delayed the vessel fur a few minutes; a pull, however, wm 
all that wm required to start her, when she quickly glided into the water, amidst the 
«4eers of thoae present. The Woodji Mam lua been built to the order of Mr. Kttn of 
Osaka. She le constructed of the best wood this country produces, is copper festened, 
aad to very strongly built. We may safely call her one of the beet built vemels yet 
tonnrh a d to Japan. 


T^ARLY on Wednesday morning, Nagasaki was visited by a thunderstorm 
aooompanied by a very heavy gale of wind, which blew with great 
violence during the day, but not to do any harm. Communication with 
the shipping was made with great difficulty, and the Pacific Mail steamer 
Golden Age , which should have left for Shanghai had to be postponed for 
14 hours, and consequently she cannot reach there in time to catch the 
Snglish Mail steamer which leaves that port on the 22 nd instant 

The rain and the few sunny days which have intervened since, have 
greatly benefited the vegetation ; which after the long duration of dry 
weather looked very much parched for the want of moisture .—Nagasaki 
Eaprett. 

fTIHE Pacific Mail Steamer Ariel came in from Shanghai at 7.30 a. m. 
-*• to-day, haring been delayed by the fracture of her air-pump rod, the 
repair of which will, we understand, detain her in Nagasaki a day or 
two.— Idem. 


The first edition of Mr. Medhurst’s Lecture on the M Curiosities at 
Street Literature in China 44 is said to be nearly all sold, though Hhte 
been published only a week. It is also stated that the sale at the first 
number of “ Puck 44 has reached 600 which at a dollar per oopy , ■ Kn " Li 
afford very encouraging remuneration.— Idem* 

A CUR10U8 and, if true, most important rumour baa just reached us frona 
•aX Yodo. It is to effect—neither more norless—than that Stotabaehi, the 
ex-Shogun, has returned to his late capital, and that thereupon the 
left privately for Kioto. Of course we only give the rumour for what it 
is worth. Our informant, however, states that he saw a number of re¬ 
tainers, who bore Stotsbashi’s oognlsanos, entering the city, guarding A 
similarly emblazoned norimon, and that he had afterwards beard, am 
what he deemed good authority, that the ex-Shogun had Q p hi# 

residence in the Satsuma yathiki , It is also stated that, at a meeting at 

the Mikado's Council of State, 8atauma had urged with great per* 
tinacity the advisability of appointing his ancient enemy to some im¬ 
portant post in the Government, and that, on the question being put to 
the vote, it was carried, notwithstanding the personal opposition of the 
Mikado—all of which, however, should be taken onm grano talit. 

Another, and perhaps more likely rumour, U to the effect that 
has ordered 30,000 men up from his territory. It is known that Higo 
has been sending up men to Yedo, by each successive steamer for some 
time past— Hiogo Newt . 

I T would sppear that no necessity exists for our urging the Railway staff 
to push on their works with the utmost expedition ; no time is 
lost, we are informed. The tunnel under the bed of the Iahiya-gawm I# 
being constructed under the superintendence of Mr. Diack, who fully ex_ 
pects to get the main portion completed before the rainy season comes on, 
relays of men being employed thereon night and day. The brick-work 
in a structure of this nature requires to be exceptionally good, and when, 
we bear in mind the fact that most of the bricklayers are but prentice 
bands, it will be found that no little credit is due to their painstaking 
instructor. 

By the way, we heard the other day that the Railway men contemplate 
taking possession of our Race Course as soon as ever the next Meeting is 
over. We presume, however, that the Race Committee will hardly agree 
to this being done until we have a new Course laid out; if they do, we 
may have to whistle for one, or at best submit to whatever terms the au¬ 
thorities choose to offer. It would be well next time to erect the Grand 
Stand in such a position as to relieve its occupants from the glare of the 
direct rays of the sun in the middle of the day.— Idem* 

T HE flogging of naked coolies in one of the chief thoroughfares of the 
Foreign Settlement was so rude a proceeding as to merit, perhaps 
equally rough treatment, and in the fineof 10,000rioswhich the Municzpid 
Council threaten to levy, not only caustic has—figuratively speaking—been 
applied, but the actual cautery itself. There is nothing like the applica¬ 
tion of hot iron when there is too much “ proud flesh "about, and the 
present heads of the Custom House will be none the worse for a little 
wholesome surgery.— Idem* 


FT 1 HE Shanghai and Hongkong telegraph is now in order, but as in a few 
“*■ days *he communication, owing to an alteration in the position of 
the cable, will be interrupted for a short time, only messages addressed 
to Hongkong will be received here until further notice. As soon as pos¬ 
sible arrangements will be made to forward messages by mail to Singa¬ 
pore, thence to be forwarded by cable. 

The flaw caused by the recent accident bas been completely got over 
and the communications with Hongkong are perfectly satisfactory. It is 
Indicative of the absolute precision to which tbe art of submarine telegraph 
laying has now attained that the officials here were notified to be on the 
look out at Wooaung for a message on the 16th. And on that day the 
message came from the Celia . “ We have found the flaw : the Cable bas 
been broken by an anchor . 44 Soon after, another message followed, 14 The 
Cable ia spliced” and communicntion with Hongkong was at once 
established .—Shanghai Evening Courier. 


JAPANESE APHORISMS. 

OUR to hour makes a day*—and day to-day fills a year. 

The pipe so full of sweetness, is silent until blown. (No snooM 
without effort). 

The easiest job, left untouched, remains undone; the bestdiapomd. 
child, uninstructed, is still an ignoramus. 

He who wears a straw coat at a fire is in danger of being burnt. 

The night will give place to-day though yon kill the cock to prevent 
his crowing. 

Happiness and Misery are common to all times and placet. 

• Like the old South of Scotland saying: “ Twae hours an 4 twa# 
hours ’ll sunc mak 4 a day . 44 


Printed and published for the proprietor, by JAME 8 B. ANGLIN, 
at the “Japan Gazette” Printing Office, Nar 87, Main Street 
Yokohama, Japan. 
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EAL for the public good, says Sir Bichard Steele, 
“ is the characteristic of a man of honour and a 
gentleman,” and must take place of pleasures, profits, 
and all other private gratifications. 

At the close of the first volume of the Far Fait, it 
seems hard to believe that a whole year has elapsed since wo 
took it in hand; and harder still to realizo all the difficulties 
that beset us at the outset; and which we are “ thankful to 
feel have been successfully surmounted. It were ridiculous 
to relate to our readers what the difficulties were, aud tell of 
the repeated annoyances and disappointments as they occurred. 
We would rather speak the language of thanks, in that their 
support has been most liberal, and thoir complaints of our 
ehortcomings very few and far betwoen. 

We shall, then, take this opportunity of expressing ou* 
gratitude to the Public, for their aid—not so much by their 


subscriptions, though these claim all due acknowledgment, 
but for their forbearance. 

Commencing very hurriedly, we were under the impression 
that we could observe the same punctuality in the delivery of 
our iittlo picture paper, as we do in the daily paper under the 
samo editorship. But we soon discovered that the sun 
could bo as great an enemy to our photography, however great 
were tho care taken, as a friend under all favourable circum- 
stancos. Tho weather, too, would oftentimes most obstin¬ 
ately refuse to suit itself to our requirements; and tho 
chemicals, on which so much of our success depends, were 
sometimes unobtainable, sometimes inferior, and occasionally 
rendered useless by damage of one kind or another. Thus 
wo found ourselves almost always behind time. And yet on 
this head we have not had one single unkind remark made to 
us, although wo have often felt how much we desorved it. But 


* 



The Court Yard, Fujisawa dura. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 









2 


THE IF\A.:R, HLA.ST. 


wo noed not dwell on the 
faults which our friends 
have so kindly passed 
over, but will proceed to 
speak of the future. 

In a short time we ex¬ 
pect a very superior qual¬ 
ity of papor to arrive for 
our journal; and wo shall 
be disappointed if it do 
not come to hand in time 
for the first number of our 
second volume. We have 
also received a large num¬ 
ber of very fine negatives 
of Yedo, Osaka, Kioto, 

Kobe, Nagasaki, besides 
several other loss known 
localities in Japan Our 
Photographer is also en¬ 
gaged in getting a series 
of 44 character pictures ” 

—that is of portraits of 
the people—at least one 
of which will appear in 
each number. The ar¬ 
rangements entered into 
between the proprietor 
and artists in China have 
been unproductive; be¬ 
cause, first, it seems im¬ 
possible to impart to na¬ 
tive artists the slightest 
interest in such an under¬ 
taking, and they abso¬ 
lutely will not see the ne¬ 
cessity of sending more 
than a single negative of 
each picture—which is 
quite useless for the large 
number of prints required 
for each issue of the paper. 

European artists in China 
cannot supply us, their time is too valuable. But at the con¬ 
clusion of tho hot weather, that is, about September next—we 
intend to dispatch our special artist on a tour through tho 
open Ports of China, in hopes of securing a largo and valua¬ 
ble sories of views. 

With tho first number of tho second volumo also, it is our 
intention to give an additional interest to our periodical, by 
furnishing tales, historical or otherwise, translations or ori- 
*nal according to circumstances, illustrative of native Life in 
©Far East. This will bo tho more aeeoptable, inasmuch 
as many of our local roadors, havo known only the Japan of 
the post tliroo years—very different from what it was for 
many centuries up to three yoars ago. In many cases wo 
shall get the natives to speak for thomsolvos; and whenever 
it is practicable we shall illustrate the subjects they write 
upon. 

Besides these new features wo have others in view, which, 
however, requiro time to develope. But our readers may be 
euro that whatever else is wanting, there shall bo no lack of 
zeal in thoir service. It is our belief, that tho Far Ea*t may 
be made extremely useful to those who fool an interest in 
Japan and tho neighbouring countries; and neither expense 
or trouble shall be spared ou our part to make it so. 

;£he ^Illustrations. 

THE COURT YARD, FUJISAWA-DERA. 

UJISAWA is situate on the Tokaido, about twelvo or 
thirteen miles from Yokohama, and is well known to 


foreigners as forming a 
good resting place in their 
country excursions. The 
Temple there is a re¬ 
markably fine one, and 
owes its importance to a 
Japanese noble, Iyetsuna, 
who about three centuries 
ago, having been beaten 
in battle by the Odawara 
chief, Hojo, sought refuge 
at the small temple then 
existing, and remained 
with the priest for a con¬ 
siderable time. From the 
good man he learnt many 
things. Amongst others, 
that bravery was useless 
without skill; and that 
neither were of any last¬ 
ing good without virtue. 
He studied the arts of war 
and of peace ; and learnt 
the value of securing 
men’s hearts. The priest 
managed to get him many 
good and useful retainers, 
with whom he once more 
tried his fortune, and now 
with success. On attain¬ 
ing both high position 
and great wealth, he 
thought of the temple 
where he had found shel¬ 
ter, and the good priest to 
whose instructions ho was 
so much indebted. He 
rebuilt the temple on a 
much more liberal scale 
and ondowed it with 300 
kokus of rice annually. 
On his grandson Iyeyas 
coming into power in 
Yedo, ho took tho Temple under his protection, and ever 
since then it has been maintained by the Yedo government. 
There are some fifty or sixty priests connected with it, tho 
chief of whom is looked upon as a person of much considera¬ 
tion. 

SHISHI, JUVENILE STREET TUMBLERS. 

HE four boys depictod on page 2 are well known to all 
who visit Yokohama; ana they are but specimens of 
street Arabs who are to Yedo and other populous towns in 
Japan, what tho littio fellows who make wheels of themselves, 
and roll along the kerbstones on their extended arms and legs 
as spokes, to excite the sympathy of tho passers-by, are to 
London. Tho only difference is, that generally the London 
boys teach themselves by emulating one aur ther; and 
when thoy attain a little proficiency set un trade on their own 
account, risking their limbs and their lives rolling among 
crowds of vehicles, and ofton pacing it with one going along 
at an easy rate, koeping from under the wheels of other 
vehicles or avoiding being knocked down by the horses only 
by miracle. Their Japanese prototypes are not so indepen¬ 
dent, nor do they confine themselves to the wheel business. 
They are bought from their parents, or taken as orphans, or 
otherwise obtained when they are very young, and they are 
taught their business, with a single view to profit by their 
earnings. In the picture tho youngest is six years of ago, 
but ho looks no more than four. He has had no kind of men¬ 
tal education, which, at his age, is perhaps natural enough. 
But he beams to bo perfectly blighted—uuable to use his wee 
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limbs any better than his intellect. The other threo boys 
are bright enough, and whilst the one who has the drum 
contents himself with beating it and chanting everything that 
the others are to do. They go through their performance as he 
directs them. The only reason for their being called 
“Shishi,” so far as we can see, is, that one meaning of the 
word is il a lion,” and they always wear on their heads a red 
cloth to which is tacked a wooden mask in form of a lion’s head. 
When they perform in dusty weather, or when they do certain 
exercises, they let the cloth fall over their faces. There is a 
class of beggars, grown up men, who about from house to 
house with their heads enoased in an immense wooden lion’s 
head. They are called Daikagura, and pretend to drive evil 
spirits away from the houses before which they present them¬ 
selves. They sometimes are accompanied by a man with a 
drum, but often are content to carry a small metal disc, which 
they strike with a short piece of iron, about four or five inches 
long, and thus call attention of the inmates of a house to their 
presence. The movement they occasionally make, which some 
would call a dance, goes by the namo of ohishimai—tho lion 
dance. They and the children however, are in no way con¬ 
nected. The latter run before pedestrians in the street, with 
their 11 haiken, dana san, haiken.” (look, sir, look;) and then 
they begin wheeling away in front. If they can succeed in 
getting any one to stop and witness their performance, or if 
any one tells them to play for the amusement of children in 
front of a house, the lad with the drum comes up and they go 
through a variety of acrobatic feats principally shewing the 
suppleness of their bodies. It may be well supposed that 
their avocation does not permit of their being very clean in 
their appearance ; but they soem to be taken caro of, as every 
now and then, they come out with their clothos nice and clean, 
showing recent intimacy with tho wash tub. They liko Yo¬ 
kohama better than other places; becauso oftentimes a 
foreigner, taking pity on the little creatures, will pull out a 
quarter ichiboo, equal to 6d. or 7d., or at least a tempo—about 
Id, whilst a Japaneso will give a copper cash of which about 
4 or 6 go to a tempo. It is really hard to tell how they could 
earn their sustenance among their own people, but that it 
seems customary for all beggars to receive something, however 
small the amount, at every house they call. It is a very rare 
thing to see one sent away without any contribution, and at 
many houses, boards are kept hung up on the doorpost, with 
a number of pegs stuck in tnem, on each of which is placed a 
cash—a coin which, our readers are probably aware, has a 
square hole in the centro. The beggar then in passing, in¬ 
stead of stopping to beg can go and take one of those; and al¬ 
though we have often seen them thus helping themselves 
when none of the people of the house have been looking, we 
have never seen them take more than one; which, howover, 
they have appropriated quite as a matter of course and in the 
most business like way, and then passed on to the next house. 
The Shiahi do not ’generally go in for these contributions. 
They depend on the chance patronage of passers-by, and we 
can only suppose they find it pay. 


AT NAGASAKI. 

I T is not yet thirteen years since Japan was still closed 
against foreigners, with tho exception of the solitary 
port of Nagasaki. The treatv with the United States made 
by Commodore Perry had lod to the residence of a represen¬ 
tative of the Great Republic at the out of the way town of 
Simoda; but except at Nagasaki, there was not a foreign- 
built house in all Japan; and even there, were only a few* of 
the ugliest structures that could bo called by the name of 
houses, to represent the architectural talent of Europe. The 
natural position of Nagasaki, and everything that was con¬ 
nected with the aborigines, was as beautiful as it is to-day, os 
it has been for ages past, and will continue to be for ages to 
come ; but this lovely spot although tho one to which all of 
the very few foreign ships that visited Japan first resorted, 


only gave residence to a small number of employes of the 
Dutch Trading Company, on Jie artificially formed island of 
Desima ; and the prim squareness and stiffness of their build¬ 
ings only served to heighten by contrast the rest of the 
scenery. 

But now how different. There is a foreign town to-day, 
which, lying side by side with the old nativo town, and creep¬ 
ing up the hill sidos, (on which beautiful gardens on a scale 
unattempted by the Jajianese, have been laid out, with hand¬ 
some villas dotting the undulating expanse,) presents a moat 
agreeable aspect from the water ; whilst the English Church, 
with its spire pointing to tho skies, becomes the most sugges¬ 
tive object as it is one of the most striking in the scene. It was 
in Nagasaki that religious persecution found its centre. Pap- 
penberg is at the month of tho harbour; and Shimabarra but 
a short distance off. And it was in Nagasaki, that last year and 
the year before last, men, women and children, having been torn 
from their homes in the district, were dispersed to live a life of 
slavery in divers territories, or to be sunk beneath the waves 
from the deck of a steamer. At this moment the fate of these 
poor creatures—whoso only crime is (let the government say 
what it will) that they bear the name of Christians and refuse 
to bow down in the Sintoo and Buddhist temples—is occupy¬ 
ing tho attention of many foreigners in Japan. But the 
Church on tho hill side, under the protection of the British 
Hag, offers a standing and permanent protest to the deeds of 
cruelty that aro done m Japan in the name of religion. 

With our next number which will bo the first of tho second 
volumo, wo shall commonce a short history of Shimabarra, 
from a very old nativo manuscript, which has never before 
been translated and published ; and we have a series of pic¬ 
tures taken in the island of Kiusiu, which wo are sure will 
prove attractive to our subscribers. 


SHI-TENWOJI, OSAKA. 

NE of tho lions of Osaka is the Temple of Shi-Tenwoji, 
with its fine Pagoda. Few visitors to this great commer¬ 
cial city fail to pay it a visit: and as tho best route from the 
foreign settlement takes a direct line by the castlo “ two birds 
can bo killed with one stone,” or two of the most interesting 
historical structures in Japan can be visited in one walk. The 
large area of buildings connected with Tenwoji occupy quite 
an important space in thiB great city. The distance from tho 
foreign settlement to the castle is about two and a half 
miles, and it may be as much more to Ten woji; but tho walk 
is the more interesting from tho fact that the most reliable 
native chronicles give to the portion of thfe city traversed, an 
antiquity dating as far back as A. D. 593 ; a period at which 
the national history of some modern nations had hardly com¬ 
menced. The road for over a mile before the Pagoda is reach¬ 
ed, is one mass of Temples and grave-yards. In an early 
number wo shall give a panoramic view of the whole place, 
and therewith a more detailed history of it, which will add 
materially to its interest. The meaning of tho namo is “ Tho 
temple of the four Kings of Heaven.” 

The view on Page 5 is taken from the southern ontranco. 


THE ENGINEERING FACTORY AT 
AKENOURA, NAGASAKI. 

HIS establishment, which has boon long at work under 
the Superintendence of Dutch Engineers, is at this mo¬ 
ment closed under circumstances related in our last. It is a 
pity, for it was calculated to be one of the most useful repro¬ 
ductive works iu the country; but it has boon conducted in a 
foolish monopolizing spirit, and of course cannot stand its 
ground against the competition of tho Hongkong, Shanghai 
and other private yards. The immediate cause of its stoppage, 
however, is the peculation of its nativo employes, which is 
now the subject of a government enquiry. 
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THE EAST. 


3fhe fjfltifld. 


r haa been arranged tk hold month!j Flower and Botanical shows at 
the Bluff Public Garden, the first of which is to take place on the 
20 th inst The Japanese are invited to send in plants for competition, 
and some of their gardeners are likely to make a very good appearance. 
Indeed for certain descriptions of plants, they will, in all probability, 
carry everything before them. The season at the Public garden is open¬ 
ing quite spiritedly ; and considering that it is only just twelve months 
since the wild land was handed over to the committee, it is remarkable 
how garden-like and attractive they have made it. The band of H. M. 
1 st Batti 10th Begiment is to play in the bandstand every Tuesday after¬ 
noon, and to the ord.nary attractions of a garden, are added two croquet 
lawns and a bowling green. As the garden is entirely dependent on the 
public for support, we are well pleased to see the interest the public is 
miring in it 

A CRICKET match between the officers of the Ist-lOtb Regiment and 
the Yokohama Cricket Club came off on the 2nd and 3rd instant on 
the Cricket ground on the Mum&tchi. Neither team had the slightest 
practice before the match, and thus the wildness of the play took off 
much of the interest The civilians were the winners, the scores being 
156 against 117. 


A REGATTA is to come off on the 24th May, Her Britannic Majesty’s 
birthday. A meeting was held on the 9th iustant, at which a com¬ 
mittee was nominated, but as some of them were not present, their con¬ 
sent to serve has to be obtained. The discussion was of a very practical 
character, and in all probability the committee to whom the details of 
the arrangements are left, will succeed this year in bringing the sports 
off with greater satisfaction to all concerned than has hitherto been the 
case. 


T HE rapid extension of the town and suburbs of Yokohama has been 
strikingly forced upon the consciousness of foreigners by the Japa¬ 
nese authorities, who have within the past fortnight, erected, after their 
fashion, gates at the divisions of the several wards or districts, which, hav¬ 
ing sprung up almost like magic, have hitherto been unmarked by any 
each boundaries. At first some thought the gates were for the purpose of 
confining foreigners with greater facility within their limits ; others 
thought they were for the protection of foreigners from the assaults of 
ronins who were rqiortad to be very numerous in the neighbourhood. In 
reality it is simply the old mode of placing lionmlarics ; and has nothing 
to do with foreigners, either one way or another. Guard houses, however, 
have been planted at the extremities of the approchcs to the settlement, 
in which a number of the retainers of the Prince of Kanga arc located ; 
and probably these ore to prevent the ingress of the suspicious cha¬ 
racters. 

M R. F. J. Barnard, the barrister has taken his final departure from 
Yokohama. 

M R. A C. Dunn the United States Consul at Hakodate, has been re¬ 
moved from the office, and Mr. Rice, his predecessor, has been re¬ 
appointed. 

A FIRE broke out in a bath house, near the Iron bridge (Yoshida Ba- 
shi) on the 9th inst, and consumed a great number or houses and 
shops. The foreign fire engines, especially the American and the “ Vic¬ 
toria ” steam fiirc engine did most valuable service and the Fire Bri¬ 
gades have received the thanks of the governor for their exertions. 

T HE British Consular Trade Report for the year 1870 has been pub¬ 
lished, by permission of Her Majesty’s Minister. It is very long 
and elaborate, and it is impossible even to touch on all the heads of it 
in this journal. Our distant readers however will be satisfied with this 
single extract:— 

“ The Import trade of the past year shews on a comparison with the 
Custom house statistics of 1869, the large increase of $10,811,791, which 
is accounted for principally by the increased business in Rice and Cotton 
Yarn. 

“ The following return will furnish a comparison of the direct Import 
and Export Trade for years 1869 1870 : 


1870. 1869. 

Imports . 23,428,965 12,617,174 

Exports . 11,331,482 9,083,302 


Total . 34,760,447 21,700,476 


" This shews an increase in Imports of $10,811,791, and in Exports of 
$2,248,180, or a total increase of $13,069,971, as compared with that of 
the preceding year.” 

T HE Spring Meeting of the Yokohama Race Club, which came off on 
the 10th, 11th aud 12th of this month, was one of the most success¬ 


ful we have ever had. Not only was the weather absolutely perfect, but 
all the arrangements of the Committee were such as to leave nothing to 
be desired. There was a great amount of new blood, both among horses 
and owners, and the prizes were so pluckily contested and so well distri¬ 
buted, that, for a wonder, there is not a grumble to be heard. Among 
the prizes, besides the Ladies’ Purse, there were no less than six presen¬ 
tation Cups, the Tien Chang Cup by W. G. Pemberton Esquire, the Craw¬ 
ford Cup by W. Marshall Esquire, the Emerald Cup by Thomas Jackson 
Esquire, and the Ito Cup, the German Cup, and the Visitors' Cup by 
gentlemen whose names were not published. The list of the races, with, 
the winners we append : 

YOKOHAMA SPRING MEETING, 

1871. 

Mrtt Day , Wednesday, 10th May. 


1.—NEWCOMERS’ CUP. 

For all China Ponies. Winners at last Meeting excluded. Weight as 
per Scale. Entranoe $ 5. Once round and a distance. 


Will o' the Wisp .. 1 

Uhlan . 2 

Atabal . 3 


2.—GRIFFIN’S PLATE. 

For Japan Ponies that have never run at any Meeting. Weight list. 
Entranoe $5. Half a mile. 6 Ponies to enter or no race. 


Gov. mom'ma hob . 1 

Laudicchrman .... 2 

* 5 *. 3 

3.—CHALLENGE CUP. 

Value $150. 

For China Ponies. Weight as per scale. Entranoe $10. Two miles. 

Shy lock . i 

Southern Cross . 2 

Exeter . 3 


4.—NIPPON CHAMPION PLATE. 

Value $150. 

For Japan Ponies. Weight list Entranoe $10. One mile. 


Noctczuma . . . 1 

Bamourai . 2 

Orcen Glendowcr ... 3 


6 .—TIEN CHANG CUP. 

Presented by H. G. Pemberton, Esq 
For China Ponies : Winners at the Meeting excluded. Weight list. 
Entrance $4, Three quarters of a mile. 

Southern Cross .. 1 

Garry Often .... 2 

Uhlan -... 3 


6 .—FAREWELL CUP. 

Presented. 

For Japan Ponies. Winner of the Nippon Champion Plate excluded. 
Weight list. Entrance $5. Once round and a distanoe. 


Samourai . I 

Paddy Whack ..... 3 


7.—THE ROADSTER S PLATE. 

For all Ponies that have run previously in Yokohama and not en¬ 
tered for any flat races at the Meeting except the * Emerald Cup ’ and 
• Consolation Plate.’ Weight —. Entrance $5. Once round and a dis¬ 
tance. 

St. Sreithin . \ 

Blue Dick . 2 

Cvbham . 3 

a— STEEPLE CHASE. 

(If Practicable.) 

For all Ponies. Over a course selected by the Stewards. Weight 11 st. 
71bs. 


.. 

Antelope . 2 


9.—ITO CUP. 

Presented. 

For China Ponies. Winners at the Meeting excluded. Weight 
pei; Scale. Entrance $5. Half a mile. 


Alaric . I 

Hard Lines . 2 

Atabal . * . 3 
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Second Day , Thursday, llfA May. 

1.—CRAWFURD CUP. 

Presented by William Marshall, Esq. 

For China Ponies. Winner of the Challenge Cup Other 

winners at the Meeting 7-lbs. extra. Weight as per Scale. Entrance $5. 
One mile and a quarter. 

Garry Owen .. 

Southern Cron .-.* 

Alaric . 

2.—THE GERMAN CUP. 

Presented. 

For Japan Ponies. Winner of Nippon Champion Plate cxclnded,and 
winn’r TlCwell Cup H-lbd. cktn. Weight lOrt. 7-lta. Entrance 
$5. Three quarters of a mile. 

Samourai .-...1 

Paddy Whack.. .* 

Gov room'. .—. 

3.—VISITORS* CUP. 

Presented. 

For China Ponies. Winners at the Meeting, 7-lbs. extra; if of two 
laces, 10-lt* extra. Weight us per Beale. Entrance »5. One mile and 
a half. 

Southern Cross .. 

WiU & the Wisp . 3 

4.—LADIES’ PURSE. 

Presented. 

For Japan Ponies ridden by Yohohama residents. Weightllst. En¬ 
trance $5. Half a mile. 

Moetezuma .J 

Samourai .. * 

Podasokus ..*. 

6.—EMERALD CUP. 

Presented by Thomas Jackson, Esq. 

For China Ponies. Winners at the Meeting excluded Weight as per 
6calc. Entrance $5. One mile. 


Uardlines . 1 

Atabal .2 

Firebrand .3 


6.—THE WARRIOR’8 CUP. 

Presented by the Rack Club. 

For Japan Ponies ridden by officers in the service of the Japanese Go¬ 
vernment. Catch weights. Three quarters of a mile. 

No Race. 


7.—STAND CUP 

For Japan Ponies. Winner of two races excluded ; winner of one race 
at the Meeting 10-lbs. extra. Weight lOst 7-lbs. Entrance $5. Two 
miles. 

Paddy Whack .2 

8.—HANDICAP PLATE. 

For all Ponies. To be handicapped after race No. 7 has been run. 
Entrance $5. Half a mile. 

Southem Cross .... ...••••••*••.....I 

Garry Owen . * 

KxcUr .....—£ 

9.—CONSOLATION PLATE. 

For all beaten Ponies at the Meeting. China Ponies weight weight 
as per Scale. Japan Ponies lOst Entrance $5. Once round and a dis¬ 
tance. 


Flatcatcher . 1 

Atabal . 2 

Blue Dick .* 


Third Day , Friday , 12fA May. 

1.—HURDLE RACE. 

For all Ponies. Over six hurdles. Weightllst Entrance $5. Ones 
round and a distance. 


Garry Oxrn ....... 1 

Paddy If hack .......2 
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THE PAR EA8T. 


2.—TROTTING RACE. 

For all Ponies. Weight list. 7-lbs. Entrance $5. Three miles. 

No Race 

3.—CHAMPION STAKES. 

For all Winners at the Meeting ; optional also to beatenPonies. To be 
handicapped at the close of the 2nd day. Entrance $10 for each race 
won ; (compulsory.) Non-starters to pay a fine of $5. One mile and a 


quarter. * 

Will o' the Wisp ....I 

Moctrrunia ..1. 2 

Rout hem Cross . 3 

4—SCURRY SWEEPSTAKES. 

Of $5 each with $25 from the Fund. For all ponies. China Ponies 
list. Japan Ponies lOst Quarter of a mile. 

Southern Cross . . . I 

Hard Lines .-. 2 

Exeter . 3 

5.—THE HUNT CUP. 

(If Practicable.) 

Presented. 


For all Ponies. Over a course selected by the Stewards. Winner of 
first day's Steeple Chase’excluded. Weight list. 7-lbs. 

Antelope .1 

A FAREWELL Rail to Sir Harry and Lady Parkes is to be given by 
the community, at the British Consulate, on the 19th instant 

T HE long expected Organ for the English Episcopal Church at Yoko¬ 
hama, has arrived from Hongkong in the P. 4c 0. steamer Madras. 
Wc suppose in about 6 weeks it will be put up and in complete working 
order in the Church. 

Japanese Memoranda. 

D URING the post fortnight, rumour has been more than ordinarily busy, 
for there baa certainly been a good deal of movement among troops 
in Yedo, or destined for the city. At one time it was said that fighting 
Las actually commenced between the troops of the leading daimois, but 
we don't believe it 

T HE Prince of Arima, one of the Southern nobles baa got into dis¬ 
grace, through a number of men from other clans, said to be ronins, 
having found an asylum in his yashiki. 

T HE body of the Hiroeawa Sanji, the member of the Mikado’s Council, 
who was basely assassinated some two months ago, has received 
honourable sepulture in the Tycoon's burial ground at Sbiba, Yedo, and 
a handsome stone has been raised to bis memory. It is said that the 
government dare not carry out the law on his murderer. 

F OOLISH reports arc constantly reaching us to the effect that the 
Mikado has left Yedo. It is not so. One of the foreign Ministers 
had an audience of him only a few days ago ; and we are informed that 
he frequently moves about the city with only a few followers. 

T HE Mint at Osaka has received a large quantity of bullion to convert 
into coin ; but as yet no issue has taken place. 

T HE betrothal of the daughter of Prince Satsuma and Kamenoski the 
young Tokugawa chief, was to have taken place on the 9th instant, 
at Simpo in Tsuruga; wc have not heard whether it came off, or 
whether there were to be any special ceremonies in consequence. 

T HE Nagasaki Express has the following most unpalatable piece of 
intelligence:— 

44 The barbarous custom the Japanese have of trampling on the cross 
has been very recently observed in Higo, in which province wc learn 
that an edict has been posted, informing the peasantry and certain other 
classes that they will, in future, be i>criodically required to perform this 
ceremony, or in default of doing so incur severe punishment. 

There can be little doubt that these demonstrations are intended solely 
to render foreigners, irrespective of creed, or nationality, contemptible 
an the eyes of even the meanest native; and as many of the persons who 
»re compelled to take part in this act are exceedingly ignorant, nothing 
is more likely to raise a fanatical spirit among them. This appears to 
be the chief aim of the priests, who since the deportation of the native 
Christians from Urakami, have spared no efforts to attain their desired 
ends. As the priests and officials by working on the credulity of the 
people caused the outrages at Tientsin, wc think, we have good reason to 
complain of such proceedings, wb«ch to say the least, is fraught with 
danger, os some of the people who are now appointed to guard this port 
are our protectors at the present time; but will have to go through the 
course of insulting our religion at another time. 

It is surprising that the Japanese should take up a position so inimical 
to foreigners, especially as the Treaty Powers have made provisions for 


punishing any of their subjects who may be convicted of wantonlY 
damaging Eastern temples, or behaving in an unbecoming manner 
towards natives while engaged in their devotions. 

If the Japanese persist in continuing to act in the manner they have 
done during the past eighteen months, it is the duty of the Foreign 
Representatives at Yedo to enter a protest against it, which they could 
easily enforce by suspending the working of the powers given to them 
by their governments; as they are a great injustice to Europeans and 
Americans, if the native authorities are permitted to insult them with 
impunity.” 


SHANGHAI. 

T HE U. S. Minister to the Court of Peking is to prooeed to Corea, 
escorted by a strong squadron, under the command of Admiral 
Rodgers, U.8.N., to negotiate a treaty, and to obtain information about 
some missing American seamen, wrecked on the coast of the Peninsula. 


T HE Chinese authorities in Shanghai, have issued stringent proclama¬ 
tions forbidding their countrymen taking tickets in foreign 
lotteries. 

A PROCLAM ATI ON has also been issued by the Taotai, forbidding 
women visiting templet to bum incense. The North China Herald 

says : 

44 We print, elsewhere, a translation of a proclamation by the Taotai, 
forbidding women going to the temples to bum incense Sic., and having 
especial reference to the festival at the Lung-Hwa pagoda during the 
third moon. The proclamation is a m re farce. It is neither expected 
nor intended to have any effect Women will go to the pagoda just as 
if the prohibition had not been issued, and probably the Taotai a wife 
and daughters (if he has any) will go also—so will the wives of all the 
Shanghai officials. Oitr readers will remember that, about two years 
ago, Ting Footai issued a proclamation prohibiting idol processions. 
That proclamation was still hanging on the city walls when a monster 

{ jroccssion took place. The fact is that, such tbiugs being forbidden by 
aw, the officials arc compelled now and then to go through the form of 
issuing a proclamation on the subject Chinese generally disapprove of 
women going to the temples, considering it immodest and dangerous. 
Reports arc frequently got up about the priests having criminal inter¬ 
course with their female devotes. Last year, after the pagoda festival, 
reports of this kind were in everybody’s mouth, and assumed such a 
positive shape that it was said the Taotai had instituted formal inquiries, 
which proved that they were false. They were probably spread by some 
opponent of Buddhism, or by some one who wished to restrain bis own 
women from going.” 

IJ1HE following is also from the N. C. Herald 

41 Some excitement was caused vest inlay by a repot j that a member of 
the Portuguese community had snot another, in a dispute arising out of 
some personal, differences. It appears that Mr. L. A. Xavier, finding 
some scurrilous verses in circulation which contained matter of a libellous 
and offensive character affecting himself and friends, endeavoured to 
traoc the authorship, and from evidence he was able to obtain, felt 
justified in concluding that Mr. A. A. E. da Silva was concerned with the 
publication. The proof, however, was insufficient to fix the change at 
law, but Mr. Xavier was so satisfied of the correctnoss of his suspicion 
that he determined to take the law into his own hands, and inflict what 
he deemed merited punishment. Meeting Mr. da Silva in the Peking 
Road, on Wednesday, he accordingly accused him of the authorship of 
the liljel, and struck him a number of blows on the face with a horsewhip. 
Mr. V. P. Fonseca, who was also an aggrieved party by the verses referred 
to, was with Mr. XAvicr at the time, and both were summoned, at the 
instance of Mr. da Silva, before the Portuguese Consul, on the charge of 
assault. The charge was heard yesterday morning, when Mr. Xavier 
was fined $1, and the cose against Mr. Fonseca dismissed The parties 
loft the Court, and when they reached the Bund, close to the Cluh, 
Mr. Fonseca asked Mr. da Silva for an apology on his own account, and 
presented to him a written paper which ne required him to sign. Mr. da 
Silva refused to dc this, and Mr. Fonseca, saying he must take hia 
satisfaction os Mr. Xavier had done, assaulted him with a horsewhip on 
the face. Mr. da Silva immediately drew a Deane and Adam’s revolver, 
and fired five shots at his assailant at a couple of yards distance, hitting 
him with all except one, which missed fire. Fortunately the explosive 
material was weak, and though one of the bullets took effect in Mr. 
Fonseca’s arm so severely that its extraction was difficult, and another 
entered the upper part of his left breast about a quarter of An inch, the 
majority only penetrated his clothes. Having exhausted the revolver, 
Mr. da Silva then threw it in Mr. Fonseca’s face, inflicting a severe cut 
on the forehead. The wounded man returned to the Consulate, and was 
at once sent to Hospital, while bis assailant was arrested and lodged in 
the British Consular gaol.” 


Printed and published for the proprietor , by JAMES R. ANGLIN, 
at the “Japan Gazette” Printing Office, No. 87, Mtin Street 
Yokohama, Japan . 
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